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YOUNG ISRAEL URGES PRESIDENT OBAMA TO OPPOSE A PALESTINIAN ARAB 

TERRORIST STATE THAT WOULD ENDANGER ISRAEL’S SECURITY 

  

Calls On White House To Convene A Meeting Of American Jewish Leaders To Clarify The 

Administration’s Troubling Comments About Its Relationship With Israel 

  

The National Council of Young Israel (NCYI) issued the following statement today: 

  

The National Council of Young Israel calls on the Obama administration to assert that it would 

not support the creation of a Palestinian Arab terrorist state that is aligned with Hamas. President 

Abbas, who is in the eleventh year of a four-year term, has created an education system full of 

hate towards Israel and Jews, and which honors murderers of Jews as heroes. Having Mahmoud 

Abbas lead such a state is obviously a recipe for disaster. 

  

We further urge the White House to immediately convene a meeting of American Jewish leaders, 

which we are happy to organize, in order to discuss with them the administration’s troubling 

comments pertaining to its relationship with Israel, including reports that President Obama is 

considering scaling back U.S. support for Israel at the United Nations. Such an action by the 

Administration would break its solemn pledge that it “has Israel’s back.” 

  

Prime Minister Netanyahu’s declaration that he would not support the creation of a Palestinian 

Arab state at this time is supported by the overwhelming majority of citizens of the State of 

Israel as reflected in the recent election. It is also consistent with what has been previous U.S. 

policy concerning a Palestinian Arab state. 

  

On June 24, 2002, then-President George W. Bush became the first U.S. President to formally 

describe in detail a conditional position in favor of a Palestinian state. 

  

“Peace requires a new and different Palestinian leadership, so that a Palestinian state can be 

born...A Palestinian state will never be created by terror - it will be built through reform. And 

reform must be more than cosmetic change, or veiled attempt to preserve the status quo. True 

reform will require entirely new political and economic institutions, based on democracy, market 

economics and action against terrorism... A Palestinian state will require a system of reliable 

justice to punish those who prey on the innocent. Today, Palestinian authorities are encouraging, 

not opposing, terrorism. This is unacceptable. And the United States will not support the 

establishment of a Palestinian state until its leaders engage in a sustained fight against the 

terrorists and dismantle their infrastructure.” 

  



President Obama’s virulent reaction to Prime Minister Netanyahu’s statements regarding a 

Palestinian Arab state marks a sharp deviation from the policy established by his predecessors. 

The President’s willingness to advocate for a Palestinian Arab state whose mere existence at this 

time would pose a major security threat to Israel is contrary to the previous policy of the Obama 

Administration to not advocate any policies that would jeopardize Israel’s security. In addition, it 

is important to note that the administration’s position has been that the creation of a Palestinian 

state can only be achieved through a negotiated settlement; not through an imposed demand or 

unilateral act. 

  

We hope that the White House will expeditiously agree to meet with Jewish leaders in order for 

the Obama administration to better understand the severity of our concerns. A meeting with the 

White House would also provide the American Jewish community with an important opportunity 

to make clear to the Obama administration the danger of forming a Palestinian state at this time, 

which, based on the current state of affairs, would endanger Israel’s security and put all of its 

citizens at risk. 

  

For the past 102 years, the National Council of Young Israel has ably served the broader Jewish 

community. With more than 25,000 member families and nearly 200 branch synagogues 

throughout the United States, Canada, and Israel, the National Council of Young Israel is a 

multi-faceted organization that embraces Jewish communal needs and often takes a leading role 

in tackling the important issues that face the Jewish community in North America and Israel. 
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