
January 11, 2014 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  

Contact: 

Aaron Troodler 

(888) 897-7450 

  

YOUNG ISRAEL STATEMENT ON THE PASSING OF FORMER ISRAELI PRIME 

MINISTER ARIEL SHARON 

  

The National Council of Young Israel issued the following statement today on the passing of 

former Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon: 

  

“The National Council of Young Israel mourns the passing of former Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 

Sharon. As a passionate defender of Israel, Prime Minister Sharon helped shape the future of the 

Jewish State and his tireless and valiant efforts on behalf of Israel left an indelible mark on the 

country that he loved so dearly. 

  

From the time he joined the Hagana, a group that helped defend Jewish settlements, as a teen, to 

his military service in 1948 during Israel’s War of Independence, the Arab-Israeli War of 1956, 

the Six Day War in 1967, and the Yom Kippur War in 1973, Ariel Sharon’s commitment to 

safeguarding the land that he loved and the people who lived there was highlighted by his long 

and distinguished military career. 

  

Under Ariel Sharon’s command, the Israel Defense Forces’ 143rd Division scored a major 

victory in what was a turning point in the Yom Kippur War in 1973 when it crossed the Suez 

Canal and ultimately took control of this critical crossing zone. 

  

In his early days as a statesman and a public servant in the 1970’s, Ariel Sharon was instrumental 

in resettling Judea and Samaria. His tenure as Defense Minister, Minister of Industry and Trade, 

and Minister of Housing and Construction was defined by an array of accomplishments that 

greatly contributed to the growth and enhancement of the State of Israel. 

  

As Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon took steps to guard the residents of Judea and Samaria against 

terrorist attacks by stationing Israeli troops throughout the area and spearheading the 

construction of a protective barrier. 

  

We respect Ariel Sharon’s lengthy and illustrious military and public service career and are 

grateful for his dedicated service to the State of Israel. 

  

We extend our deepest sympathies to Prime Minister Sharon’s family, which has been by his 

side for the past eight years. May G-d comfort his family among the mourners of Zion and 

Jerusalem.” 
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