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The National Council of Young Israel (NCYI) today denounced Palestinian Authority Chairman 

Mahmoud Abbas after he reportedly sent a condolence letter to the family of a Palestinian Arab 

terrorist responsible for the attempted murder of Yehuda Glick. Glick, who holds dual United 

States and Israeli citizenship, was shot at point-blank range by Mutaz Hijazi in Jerusalem last 

week. Hijazi was shot and killed by Israeli police last week as he resisted their attempts to 

apprehend him. 

  

In his letter to Hijazi’s family, Abbas wrote, “With anger and condemnation we received the 

message about the heinous crime committed by the murderous, terrorist gangs in the Israeli 

occupation army against Muataz Ibrahim Hijazi, who rose to heaven as a casualty in the fight for 

the Palestinian people's rights and for the holy sites.” Abbas, who failed to mention that Hijazi’s 

death was a direct result of his attempt to murder an innocent man, referred to Hijazi as a martyr 

and called Israel’s attempt to arrest him “an abominable crime.” After condemning Israel for its 

“barbaric” killing of Hijazi, Abbas urged Palestinian Arabs to join together in opposition of 

Israel’s “occupation” of the Palestinian homeland. 

  

In addition, Sultan Abu Al-Einein, an advisor to Abbas and a member of the Fatah Central 

Committee, wrote an equally inflammatory statement on his Facebook page. “Mutaz, Allah has 

honored you with Martyrdom (Shahada), for which all men yearn,” he wrote. “Your bullets were 

a beacon [on] a path that had become dark, the light of which will continue to shine for years to 

come.” 

  

The following is a statement from NCYI President Farley Weiss: 

  

“Chairman Abbas’ outrageous remarks and disgraceful actions once again prove that he is 

uninterested in pursuing a peace agreement with Israel and incapable of putting aside his terrorist 

tendencies in order to stabilize the tenuous situation in the Middle East. Abbas’ ongoing support 

of terrorism and constant glorification of martyrdom have rendered him completely unfit to be an 

honest partner in Israel’s perpetual quest to achieve a peaceful resolution to the conflict that has 

jeopardized Israel’s safety and security since its birth as a nation in 1948. 

  

“Mahmoud Abbas was Yasser Arafat’s right-hand man in terror and financed the Munich 

massacre during the 1972 Summer Olympics. It was hoped in his position of power that he 

would have changed his glorification of terrorism and his embracing of murderers of Jews. This 

recent letter is the latest example of Abbas’ propensity to praising those who murder or attempt 



to murder Jews, which is one of the primary reasons why the relinquishment of land by Israel to 

the Palestinian Authority has not brought about peace. On the contrary, the land that Israel has 

ceded to the Palestinian Authority includes squares that have been named after terrorists and 

schools that incorporate curricula which teach its children to become terrorists. 

  

“Abbas’ irresponsible and incomprehensible call for further violence against Israel is a blatant 

act of incitement. In a war against terrorism, the world cannot be silent when hearing this 

unabashed endorsement of murder and mayhem from Mahmoud Abbas. It is Abbas that called 

for the prevention of Jews onto the Temple Mount, Judaism’s holiest site in the capital city of 

Jerusalem, which precipitated the attack on Yehuda Glick. There has been a constant theme in 

which Abbas has shown disdain for Jewish holy sites from the Temple Mount to Joseph’s Tomb 

to Rachel’s Tomb. Israel has a right to do that which is necessary to protect Jewish holy sites. 

  

“The attempted murder of an American citizen in Jerusalem by a Palestinian Arab terrorist 

highlights the need to quell the violence that has enveloped the city in recent weeks. The 

violence and bloodshed must come to an end, and we therefore support Israel’s enhanced efforts 

to restore calm and to protect the people of Jerusalem from these heinous terrorist acts.” 

  

For the past 102 years, the National Council of Young Israel has ably served the broader Jewish 

community. With more than 25,000 member families and nearly 200 branch synagogues 

throughout the United States, Canada, and Israel, the National Council of Young Israel is a 

multi-faceted organization that embraces Jewish communal needs and often takes a leading role 

in tackling the important issues that face the Jewish community in North America and Israel. 
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