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JEWISH-AMERICAN ACTOR AND FORMER PRO WRESTLER CALLS ON WORLD 

JEWRY TO HONOR HAR NOF TERROR VICTIMS THROUGH INTERNATIONAL 

TEFILLIN AND CANDLE LIGHTING DAYS 

  

In a newly released video, Bill Goldberg, a Jewish-American actor and former pro wrestler and 

football player, called on Jews to honor the memories of the victims who were brutally murdered 

in a horrific terrorist attack in a Har Nof synagogue by participating in International Tefillin and 

Candle Lighting Days on December 18 and 19. The video can be viewed at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CFPln8wYHw&feature=youtu.be. 

  

As part of this initiative, which coincides with the Shloshim (30-day mourning period) of the 

victims, the widows of the victims are encouraging Jewish adult men to don Tefillin and say the 

Shema prayer on Thursday, December 18. It is a symbolic and spiritual gesture in honor of the 

memory of the victims, each of whom was wearing Tefillin and in the midst of their morning 

prayers when the terrorists struck. Shema, the most famous prayer in Judaism, was the last prayer 

that the victims had completed before being murdered. 

  

In addition, Jewish women are urged to light Shabbat candles before sunset, just after lighting 

the Chanukah candles, on Friday, December 19. 

  

The National Council of Young Israel (NCYI), which is actively publicizing and promoting this 

special initiative, is asking other Jewish organizations to join their call and to urge their members 

to participate in the International Tefillin and Candle Lighting Days. 

  

For more information about the International Tefillin and Candle Lighting Days, go to 

www.youngisrael.org. For information as to how to properly put on Tefillin or light Shabbat 

candles and Chanukah candles, visit www.youngisrael.org. 

  

The following is the text of the letter from the widows of the Har Nof victims: 

  

International Tefillin and Candle Lighting Days – December 18 and 19 

  

We are moved by and give our endorsement to the idea proposed by the National Council of 

Young Israel to have a worldwide Tefillin day, on Thursday, December 18, in honor of the 

Shloshim of our husbands. We ask all Jewish adult men around the world to take time on this 

day to put on Tefillin and say the Shma to fulfill the Mitzvah of Tefillin. Doing this Mitzvah 

would mean a lot to us as a continuation of the many mitzvoth that have been lovingly expressed 

by Our People as a statement of Achdus resulting from this tragedy. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CFPln8wYHw&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youngisrael.org/
http://www.youngisrael.org/


  

Our husbands were wearing Tefillin and the Shma was the last prayer they had completed in full 

before being attacked. 

  

We also encourage the idea for women worldwide to light candles for Shabbat and in the 

memory of our husbands along with the lighting of Chanukah candles on Friday, December 19, 

the fourth night of Chanukah. The darkness of what happened to our families could use the 

illumination of the Mitzvah of the lighting of these Shabbat candles and blessings. 

  

These Mitzvahs are fitting ways to honor the memory of our husbands and actions that we 

believe they would have supported. We call on all Jews to perform these mitzvahs and ask all 

Jewish organizations to help in these efforts. 

  

Mrs. Chaya Levin and family 

Mrs. Bryna Goldberg and family 

Mrs. Yaacova Kupensky and family 
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