
YOUNG ISRAEL EXPRESSES SUPPORTS FOR ISRAEL'S RESPONSE TO THE 

KIDNAPPING OF THREE TEENAGERS AND URGES THE PRESIDENT TO USE HIS 

INFLUENCE TO SECURE THEIR RELEASE 

  

The National Council of Young Israel today issued the following statement: 

  

"The National Council of Young Israel wholeheartedly endorses Israel's appropriate response to 

the abduction of three young boys by the terrorist group Hamas. In light of the heinous crime that 

was committed and the fact that the fate of Gilad Shaar, Naftali Frenkel and Eyal Yifrach hangs 

in the balance, Israel must be able to do whatever is necessary to bring these boys back. 

  

We believe that President Obama should assist Israeli diplomatic and law enforcement efforts to 

secure the prompt and safe return of these teenagers to their families. It should be evident to all 

civilized nations that such abductions call for extraordinary measures to facilitate the release of 

the victims of Hamas, but also to lessen the potential for future such crimes. Israel has learned 

painfully that restraint is not the recipe for deterrence. 

  

The infrastructure being destroyed by Israel as they search for the missing boys is the same 

infrastructure that allowed Hamas to carry out the kidnapping in the first place. Although 

Palestinian Authority Chairman Mahmoud Abbas ultimately 'condemned' the kidnapping five 

days after it occurred, it is Abbas that initially permitted the infrastructure to be put into place. 

Abbas' words of condemnation are easy to say, but it has become quite evident that eliminating 

the terrorist infrastructure and changing the culture of hatred towards Israel is absolutely 

imperative and he must take action to effectuate that change. 

  

The American Jewish community completely supports Israel's efforts to rescue Gilad Shaar, 

Naftali Frenkel and Eyal Yifrach, and stands with the Israeli government at this difficult time as 

it leaves no stone unturned in its search for the missing boys. We call on President Obama and 

other leaders of the civilized world to assist the Israeli government in securing the boys' release 

and condemn the actions of Hamas." 

  

For the past 102 years, the National Council of Young Israel has ably served the broader Jewish 

community. With more than 25,000 member families and nearly 200 branch synagogues 

throughout the United States, Canada, and Israel, the National Council of Young Israel is a 

multi-faceted organization that embraces Jewish communal needs and often takes a leading role 

in tackling the important issues that face the Jewish community in North America and Israel. 

 


