
YOUNG ISRAEL STATEMENT REGARDING CHILD ABUSE AND ENDANGERMENT 

  

YOUNG ISRAEL BLASTS EUROPEAN UNION'S FUNDING RESTRICTIONS ON ISRAEL 

  

The National Council of Young Israel today condemned the European Commission's decision to 

impose restrictions on European Union ("EU") funding and grants to Israeli projects in Judea and 

Samaria (the West Bank), Eastern Jerusalem, and the Golan Heights. According to the European 

Union, "[t]he purpose of these guidelines is to make a distinction between the State of Israel and 

the occupied territories when it comes to EU support." 

  

The following is a statement from Farley Weiss, the President of the National Council of Israel: 

  

"The European Union's outrageous decision to unilaterally determine the makeup of Israel's 

borders is arbitrary and capricious. The EU is in no way vested with the power and authority to 

be the arbiter of Israel's borders. By callously injecting itself into the debate regarding the 

relationship between the Palestinian Arabs and Israel, the EU displayed a serious lack of 

understanding of the matter at hand. The European nations say that they support a secure 

Israel, but the 1967 lines, which are wholly indefensible, will certainly not make Israel safe and 

secure. In making such a foolhardy policy directive, the EU made a dangerous and irresponsible 

diplomatic decision that will wreak havoc on an already tenuous situation. 

  

It is important to note that the areas singled out by the European Union were occupied by Jordan 

from 1948-1967 and liberated by Israel in a defensive war after it was attacked by its Arab 

neighbors. In light of the fact that these territories never belonged to anyone other than Israel 

pursuant to the Balfour Declaration and the British Mandate for Palestine, the EU's use of the 

term 'occupied territories' is historically inaccurate and grossly misleading. 

  

The eastern part of Jerusalem, which the EU apparently considers to be 'occupied' by Israel, is 

home to Judaism's holiest sites, namely, the Temple Mount and the Western Wall, where Jews 

from all over the world gather to pray. Between 1948 and 1967, the Jewish people were told that 

we would have free access to pray at the Western Wall, however, that never happened and 

nothing was done to rectify it.  The Palestinian Authority has never protected Jewish holy sites, 

and free access to prayer has only occurred since Israel unified Jerusalem. Any call to not 

recognize Jewish sovereignty and rights to these areas is an affront to us and our religion. 

  

We call on the leaders of Europe to disavow this action and demonstrate that they really want 

Israel to live in secure borders and for Jews to be able to pray at their holiest sites." 

  

  

 


