
  

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL CALLS ON U.S. SENATE TO PROVIDE 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE TO HOUSES OF WORSHIP 
  

National Organization Urges Passage of Senator Lieberman's Amendments 

  

The National Council of Young Israel (NCYI) today called on the United States Senate to deem 

houses of worship eligible for disaster assistance under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 

and Assistance Act in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.  In a letter sent to all U.S. Senators, the 

NCYI urged them to vote in favor of Senate Amendments 3430 and 3431 to H.R. 1, which are 

sponsored by Senator Joseph Lieberman of Connecticut, and which call for houses of worship to 

be included among the private nonprofit facilities that are entitled to federal funds when the 

president declares a major disaster, as he did after Hurricane Sandy. 

  

"On behalf of the 25,000 families who are congregants of National Council of Young Israel 

(NCYI) affiliated synagogues, we urge you to vote in favor of Senate Amendments 3430 and 

3431 to H.R. 1," wrote NCYI President Farley Weiss and NCYI Chairman of the Board Robert 

Levi in their letter to the senators.  "These two Lieberman amendments would clarify that 'houses 

of worship' would be eligible to receive disaster assistance under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 

Relief and Assistance Act. As you may be aware, many houses of worship, including Young 

Israel synagogues, were significantly damaged by Hurricane Sandy, and these institutions 

provide valuable social and spiritual services to their communities." 

  

As a result of Hurricane Sandy, many Young Israel synagogues suffered major electrical and 

infrastructure damage as the sea water destroyed electrical and heating systems and caused 

significant loss of property, including Torah Scrolls.  The list of affected synagogues includes 

Young Israel of Woodmere, Young Israel of Brighton Beach, Young Israel of Oceanside, Young 

Israel of Wavecrest & Bayswater, and Young Israel shuls in Canarsie and Belle Harbor. 

  

"The widespread devastation caused by Hurricane Sandy impacted numerous houses of worship 

throughout the New York metropolitan area," said NCYI President Farley Weiss.  "Passage of 

Senator Lieberman's amendments is an important step towards ensuring that houses of worship 

receive the monetary assistance that they desperately need and deserve." 

  

"When it comes to federal disaster aid, there should be no distinction in the law between houses 

of worship and any other not-for-profit organization," said NCYI Chairman of the Board Robert 

Levi.  "Senator Lieberman's amendments call for a degree of equity in the distribution of federal 

relief funds and would bring a sense of fairness to the rebuilding process." 

 


