
April 2015 

Koleinuour voice

Nissan 5775 

The wicked son, what does he say? 

“What is this service to you?!” 

He says 'to you' but not to him. By 

excluding himself from the commu-

nity he has denied that which is 

fundamental.  

You blunt his teeth and say "It is 

because of this that Hashem did 

for me when I left Egypt; 'for me' 

— but not for him! If he had been 

there, he would not have been        

redeemed!" 

This part of the Haggadah has       

always puzzled me. Here we have 

a son, a child who has apparently 

gone wayward. He is skeptical and 

cynical about the rituals we are 

performing and he cannot see the 

logic in them.  

And how does the Haggadah        

advise us to respond? With a 

‘mighty fist’ and an ‘outstretched 

arm’ we push our child further 

away. Can this be the way to          

respond to a disillusioned child, 

especially at a time in the Jewish 

year when we are supposed to    

focus on the children? 

I would like to suggest a different 

approach. 

There is a verse in Jeremiah that 

states, “The parents eat unripe fruit 

and the teeth of the children are 

blunted.” (31:29) The term 

“to blunt one’s teeth” is 

used only twice in the bible 

and on both occasions it re-

fers to the teeth of the chil-

dren who are suffering as a 

result of the behavior of 

their parents. 

Perhaps this perplexing part 

of the Haggadah should be 

read as follows: 

The wicked son, what does 

he say? 

“What is this service to 

you?!” He says 'to you', but 

not to him. By excluding 

himself from the community 

he has denied that which is 

fundamental.  

You are the one who 

blunted his teeth by saying, 

"It is because of this that 

Hashem did for me when I 

left Egypt; 'for me' — but 

not for him! If he had been 

there, he would not have 

been redeemed!" 

The Haggadah criticises the 

educational approach of the 

parents who reared skeptics 

and cynics through their       

un-inspirational preaching 

and empty practice of         

Judaism. Their harsh criti-

cism of their children’s curi-

osity and their lack of inter-

est in procuring interest 

within them have brought a 

‘Rasha’, wicked son, to 

their table. 

 

Wicked children are still our 

children. It is for us to em-

brace them and show them 

not only how much we love 

them, but also how in love 

we are with being Jewish. 

Perhaps next year there will 

be no wicked sons, but if we 

are stubborn, perhaps there 

will be only three. 

 

Chag Sameach 

 

Rabbi Krebs 

 

The Wicked Son 





I could not accept the constraints imposed upon me 

as a Jew growing up in Iran. 

 
As an Iranian Jew, my desire to be free impelled me 

to leave my family and heritage, and travel a dan-

gerous road to a country where I could study, speak 

out, and be a Jew. 

As a child of Iran in the late 1970s, I was taught to 

keep my head down and my mouth shut. I was free 

to be Jewish as long as I was discreet and silent. My 

father encouraged me to follow these dictates, which 

had supported the existence of Iran’s Jewish commu-

nity for thousands of years. Every member of an Ira-

nian minority knew that the freedom to live – and 

even flourish – was predicated on remaining small 

and silent. 

I knew that I was not free to be myself – to voice my 

opinions, to read what I pleased, to listen to music 

that called to me, to walk in the streets with my head 

thrown back and be a girl, a student, a Jew. 

My mother told me that I could set my goals high and 

accomplish anything that a man could, but I knew 

that my freedom was limited. My sense of responsibil-

ity informed me that if I declared my freedom to act, I 

would face grave consequences. To be a Jew and a 

thinker in Iran in the late 1970s meant that the individ-

ual had to live as a slave in relative liberty, within the 

dictates of her masters. 

I could never accept this. 

 

Following the Dictates of My Heart 
In 1978 I was 13 years old and I slipped out of my fa-

ther’s house to join university students demonstrating 

against the brutalities of the Shah. I thought that by 

adding my voice to the cry of “Long Live Freedom!” I 

would help freedom come to my country. I was 

young, idealistic and naïve. As my ambitions were 

primarily academic, I truly believed that my desire to 

live a life without restraint could never harm me, or 

bring harm to others. 

When the Shah was replaced by the Ayatollah 

Khomeini, whose regime imposed cruelties and re-

strictions as yet unheard of in my country, one tyrant 

was replaced with another. To use the Persian prov-

erb, we had climbed out of the pothole only to fall 

into a gigantic well. Nonetheless, I continued to follow 

the dictates of my heart and spoke out whenever I 

saw people bullied or in danger. 

At 13, I intervened in a schoolyard incident with reper-

cussions that would chase me down over the years. In 

my private girls’ school, students of all denominations 

studied together and were friends, free to even visit 

one another’s homes. When pro-extremists in my 

city of Shiraz took it upon themselves to hurry the 

Shah’s departure, one of their tactics was to foment 

social unrest. They burned many homes in the Ba-

ha’i community. On that particular day, I was play-

ing volleyball during recess when I saw a group 

gather around a Baha’i friend. I could hear distress 

in her voice. The more radical of our group was 

taunting her, saying that it was a pity that her house 

had not been burned as well. 

I jumped into the fray and faced the ringleader. 

“How can you to tell her that her house should have 

been burnt as well? You say you follow the teach-

ings of the Prophet but he would never condone 

this,” I challenged. “The name 'Mohammed' means 

'peace' and 'tolerance.’ Where is your sense of tol-

erance and peace if you set the homes of inno-

cents on fire?” 

I was suspended from school for my comments, but 

I knew I had defended my friend against injustice. 

My mother told me I had done the right thing, but 

that I should never put myself in danger again. My 

mother was prescient: I did not know years later the 

Muslim friend to whom I had spoken would use her 

Hezbollah connections to put my name on a list of 

people to be disappeared by the government. Her 

actions would eventually require me to leave 

school and go into hiding for over a year, and 

eventually flee Iran. 

Had I known that my outburst would one day impel 

my flight into the most dangerous desert in the 

world – the Kavira Loot – and my difficult journey to 

Pakistan, would I still have been so free with my 

words? I believe so. 

Enslaved by the Hijab 
The situation in Iran grew more dire and women 

were obliged to wear the hijab. The Ayatollah had 

mandated a form of hijab that was heavy, dark 

and clumsy. It literally limited my steps. Women who 

accidentally revealed a spot of skin – perhaps a 

sudden flash of ankle, neck or wrist – could face 

fines, jail, or worst of all, acid attacks, initiated by 

the Ayatollah’s fleet of guardians who patrolled the 

street on motorcycles. They would zoom by the of-

fending woman, throw the acid on her, and race 

away, leaving her writhing in pain, shamed, and 

scarred for life. 

 

 

  My Fight for Freedom in Iran by Dr. Sima Goel  

http://www.aish.com/jw/me/Stop-the-New-Racism.html
http://www.aish.com/jw/s/Fleeing-the-Hijab.html


My mother, seeing me wither at home, contacted smugglers and passed me into their hands, assuring me that, 

“If you have nothing to die for, you have nothing to live for. Go with them into the desert, find freedom and live. 

This is not life you are living, it is a living death.” When I think of my brave mother, who courageously watched 

me leave our home in the company of strangers, who gave me up so that I could find life in a different world, 

my heart still breaks. 

Many Iranian Jews felt as much a part of Persia as any other people. Sometimes slaves just accept their bonds. 

My ancestors followed the hand of God out of slavery and into the desert, where for 40 years they learned to 

live as a people until they came, cleansed of the stink of slavery, into the land of Canaan. In late 1982, I passed 

through the desert, came after a lapse of seven months to Canada, and I gladly left the symbol of my slavery – 

my hijab – behind me, to live as a free woman among my people where I am free to discuss and to share my 

beliefs in an atmosphere of acceptance and tolerance. In my new country, I developed the confidence to be-

come a unique hybrid, a Canadian-Iranian Jew, and I feel like a flower transplanted out of stone-filled earth 

into a field that is fertile and deep. 

 

In my heart and bones I know that "In every generation a person should feel as though he personally went out 

of Egypt... Today we are slaves, tomorrow we shall be free men." I lived this. I escaped the hijab. And it is my mis-

sion to tell this story, the story of what it means to be a Jew. 

 

Dr. Sima Goel is the author of her memoir Fleeing the Hijab: A Jewish Woman’s Escape from Iran. 

 



 

 Beginner  
 Is the Exodus story unique in World history or only important because it is our 

story? How does the freedom we speak about and celebrate on Passover differ 

from the freedom that, for example, Americans celebrate on the Fourth of July? 

 Why did Hashem employ the drawn out process of ten plagues in order to co-

erce Pharaoh to free the Jewish people? Couldn't the same results have been 

accomplished with one big plague instead of an extended build up of pressure? 

 Why do we drink 4 cups of wine specifically? Why not 4 matzahs? 

 Is Jewish continuity important? Why? Do you think your great-grandchildren will 

be sitting at a seder? 

 Why do we lean? Isn’t it more of a nuisance than a sense of comfort and free-

dom? 

 Intermediate 

 ‘The Torah talks of four sons...’ Why does the Torah do so? What’s the point?  

 Why isn't Moses mentioned in the Haggadah? 

 What is meant when the Haggadah uses the term "dayeinu - it would have been 

enough for us" when describing the many wonders that Hashem performed 

throughout the exodus from Egypt? 

 Why were the Jews enslaved in the first place? (Historical question) 

 Why do we thank Hashem for taking us out of Egypt, didn’t He put us there in the 

first place? 

 We start the seder by saying the ‘This is the bread of our affliction that our forefa-

thers ate in the Land of Egypt’, later we say that ‘we eat this Matza because the 

bread didn’t have time to rise’. Which is it? 

 Advanced 

 What does the Haggadah mean that if Hashem hadn't taken our ancestors out 

of Egypt we would still be enslaved to Pharaoh?  

 The Haggadah mentions a surprising possibility: Were it not for an explicit verse 

commanding us to relate the story of the exodus specifically on Passover night, 

we would have thought that the appropriate time would have been two weeks 

earlier on Rosh Chodesh Nissan, the first day of the month in which the exodus 

occurred. What is the reasoning behind that assumption, and why in fact does 

the Torah command that the seder be held on Passover night? 

 The central section of the Haggadah (beginning with "Tzei ulmad"), in which the 

majority of the exodus story is taught, is built around a brief passage taken from 

Parshat Ki Tavo in the book of Deuteronomy. This passage relates that at the con-

clusion of the harvest season in the land of Israel, the Jewish farmer was obli-

gated to bring his bikurim (first fruits) to the Temple in Jerusalem. Just before 

handing his precious produce to the Kohen (priest), the farmer would recite a 

short declaration (four verses) outlining Jewish history, which we quote in the 

Haggadah and use as a springboard to convey the story of the exodus. Why, of 

all portions, was this one chosen to be the backdrop for the exodus story? What 

is the connection between the mitzvah of bikurim and the seder night? 

 The Haggadah tells us that Rebbi Yehuda came up with a mnemonic for remem-

bering the Ten Plagues: Dtzach Adash B'Achav. Why was the mnemonic neces-

sary? Is it that difficult to remember the plagues? 

Questions not worth passing over 

 Points for discussion at your seder table 



 

1. I have difficulty drinking four cups of wine. What should I do? 

 There are a number of suggestions to try: 

 mixing wine with grape juice 

 using grape juice 

 using a small cup or drink only majority of the cup. 

 

2. What is the proper way to recline? 

 In order to fulfill the requirement one must lean on one’s left side, 

 on a pillow or cushion, and one’s head and body should rest on 

 something. Alternatively one may lean on the arm rest of a chair, 

 if it is padded. 

 

3. What happens if I forgot to recline? 

 If one forgot to recline for the first or second cups or for the initial 

 eating of matzah, one must drink/eat again in a reclined position. 

 If one forgot to recline for the third or fourth cups, or for the  

         afikoman, there is no need to repeat them 

 

4. Can I use a broken matzah for the middle matzah, since we are going 

to break it anyway? 

 Yes, you can use a broken matzah.  

 

5. If someone is extremely hungry or thirsty, is it permissible to eat or 

drink before eating the matzah? 

 It is permissible to drink non-alcoholic drinks between the first 

 and second cups although one should ideally not drink anything 

 before eating the matzah 

 

6. There is a wide age-range of children at our Seder and if we want the 

younger children to participate in eating the matzah and maror, we 

would have to rush the Seder and compromise on Maggid for the 

older children. What should we do? 

 There are two options a) You can have the children go at different 

 paces so that the younger children reach matzah and maror                

 earlier; b) You can go quickly through Maggid and then have a 

 more in-depth discussion during the meal. 

FAQ’s regarding the seder 



 

7. How much matzah must I eat over the course of the Seder? 

 Ideally, one should eat the following amounts of matzah: 

 2/3 a sheet for Motzi 

 1/3 a sheet for Korech 

 2/3 a sheet for afikomen. 

 

8. If someone has difficulty eating matzah, is it permissible to spread on 

margarine or dip it in water in order to able to fulfill the mitzvah? 

 One may dip or soak the matzah in water or spread margarine, 

 but only if it really difficult or the person is ill. 

 

9. What is the preferred vegetable to use for maror? 

 Romaine lettuce is the preferred vegetable for maror, even though 

 our romaine lettuce is not bitter. 

 

10. What is one supposed to do with the charoset? 

 One is supposed to dip the maror in the charoset and then shake it 

 off before eating the maror.  

 

11. What is one supposed to do with the shank bone and egg? 

 One should not eat the shank-bone on the night of the Seder. One 

 should try  to eat the egg, but it is not obligatory. 

 

12. What must be finished by halachic midnight? 

 Ideally, one should complete Hallel before midnight, but at the 

 very least, one should eat the afikoman before midnight.  

 

13. In what situations may one eat or drink after the Seder? 

 One may drink water, soft drink or tea after the Seder. 

FAQ’s regarding the seder 

 



 



TIMES FOR PESACH  

Thursday night, 2 April  

Search for chametz after nightfall at 7:15pm 

Friday 3 April  

Fast of the First Born:  Shacharit 8:15am 

 

Latest time for eating chametz: Before 10:31am  

Latest time for removal, selling and burning of 

chametz: before 11:45am, The ‘Kol Chamira’ should 

have been recited by this time. 

Candle Lighting 6:30pm 

Mincha 6:30pm 

Maariv 6:45pm 

 

Shabbat 4 April Pesach 1 

Shacharit 9:00am 

Mincha 6:10pm 

Maariv 7:00pm (Candle Lighting after 7:25pm) 

Sunday 5 April Pesach 2                                                  

(Note we change the clocks) 

Shacharit 9:00am 

Mincha 5:30pm 

Maariv 6:23pm 

Monday 6 April Chol Hamoed             

Shacharit 8:15am 

Mincha/Maariv 5:25pm 

Tuesday 7-Wednesday 8  April Chol 

Hamoed 

Shacharit 6:15am 

Maariv 7:30pm 

 

Thursday 9 April Pesach 6 

Shacharit 6:15am 

Mincha 5:20pm 

Eruv Tavshilin 

Candle Lighting 5:26pm 

Maariv 6:30pm 

 

Friday 10 April Pesach 7 

Shacharit 9:00AM 

Mincha 5:20pm 

Candle Lighting before 5:24pm 

 

Shabbat 11 April Pesach 8 

Shacharit 9:00am 

Mincha 5:00pm 

Maariv 6:16pm 

Don’t eat your chametz until  6:30pm 


