
Parshat Chukat

Friday 26th June 2015
Candle Lighting 4.38pm
Maariv 6.30pm

Shabbat 27th June 2015
Shacharit 9.00am
Mincha 4.20pm
Maariv 5.37pm followed by Havdalah

A word from the Rabbi
CHUKAT
In the space of a few lines, the Torah fast forwards us 40 years.
The wandering in the desert is all but completely ignored throughout the text. 
Except for a brief summary at the end of the Book of Numbers, we know nothing of 
that time, besides some of the pit stops that the Israelites made along the way.
Seemingly, the reason for this omission is consistent with any well-written book or 
well-told story: nothing of significance happened during that time.

As profoundly disappointing as this is, the Torah implies that throughout those long 
and drawn-out years, no one did anything worth mentioning. 
At times, our lives follow a similar trajectory. For years we ‘wander through our 
deserts’ – periods of our lives for which we have little to show. The days blend into 
months and into years, passing by ‘in the space of a few lines’.
Positive psychologists, who study human flourishing as opposed to mental illness, 
suggest writing gratitude journals as a means of maximising not only the gift of 
every day, but perhaps, more importantly, the cognition of every day.

םירזוח םניא וימי ,םירזוע םניא וימד ,וימי דוביא לע גאוד וניאו וימד דוביא לע גאוד םדא
A man is concerned over the loss of money but not the loss of time. Money, even 
if it returns, cannot help; time would help, but it cannot return.

Shabbat Shalom



We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to 
Benjy Shofer 

on his Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat
also to his parents, Helene and Brad Shofer

and grandparents Joe and Ros Shofer.
Mazal Tov and much nachas.

Benjy Shofer
Benjy is a friendly and outgoing young man. He is an excellent student with Maths and 
Hebrew being his favourite subjects. He loves a challenge and has approached his 
move this year to Moriah College with a very positive attitude and has settled in well. 
He plays soccer, tennis and basketball and is passionate about all sports. He is also a 
very fast athlete. 

Benjy is thrilled to be surrounded by his family and friends and is particularly grateful 
to his aunt, great-uncle, cousins and friends who’ve made the long journey from 
Johannesburg, Cape Town and Melbourne to share this Simcha with him.

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your wedding anniversary to:

Marc and Elana Resnik

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
anniversary to:

Peter Zinn     Barry Slobedman
Saul Gordon  Brett Cohen  



Wendy Cohen  for her father  Solly Barr
Ethel Bonert  for her father in law  Koppel Bonert
Calvin Stein  for his grt grandmother Ghita Brener
Calvin Stein  for his grandfather  Harry Brener
Calvin Stein  for his grandmother  Mona Brener
Marjorie Ruch  for her mother  Bessie Ecker
Karen Chazan  for her mother  Rona Flax
Susan Seskin  for her mother  Freda Harris
Brian Isserow  for his mother  Bertha Isserow
Ivor Kaplan  for his mother  Ethel Kaplan
Jonathan Levin  for his father  Boris Levin
Steven Levy  for his mother  Doreen Levy
David Naar  for his father  Johnny Naar
Joan Gild   for her father  Eli Rabie
Renee Agranat  for her mother  Miriam Rabin
Steven Rosen  for his father  Joseph Rosen
Rita Baynash  for her father  Erich Rosenberg
Ralph Schaefer  for his mother  Gerda Schaefer
Sandra Plit   for her father  Arthur Shlom
Simone Rutovitz and
Helene Shofer  for their brother in law Louis Singer
Ethel Bonert  for her mother  Ethel Stein
Arnold Steinberg  for his mother  Sarah Steinberg
Delene Blumberg  for her father   Laurie Weisenberg
Carmel Kenner  for her father  Maurice Zavelsky

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:

WITCH HUNTS
Throughout history, witchcraft caused panic and fear among many communities. This resulted in the 
burning at the stake of anyone thought to be a ‘witch’ or believed to have dabbled in black magic. 
Unfortunately, it also targeted those only suspected of participating in this practice.  
In modern times, the  'witch hunt’ has become the act of seeking and persecuting any perceived enemy, 
particularly when the search is conducted using extreme measures and with little regard to actual guilt or 
innocence. At times it is sanctioned by government and at other times only by the ‘court of public opinion’.
Sadly, the casualties of these hunts are often innocent of the crimes they are accused of. During the 
McCarthy era, for example, many victims were perceived communists.
Often an innocent yet poorly judged comment or joke can lead to a person being labelled anti-Semitic. The 
abuse they subsequently suffer can, ironically, germinate negative sentiments within them, feelings never 
before thought of or considered.
Unfortunately, we see witch hunts happening everywhere, often targeting the innocent. The friendly 
overtures of a  teacher makes him a paedophile; an ill-timed joke brands the joker a racist; a poorly judged 
Facebook post labels the user a sex addict.
Are these innocents merely a casualty of war? Is it now accepted that the weeding out of society’s ‘scum’ 
necessitates collateral damage? Can’t we as a society read each story and controversy independently of 
popular trends and judge each person on their merit, rather than within a broader context?
My sense is we cannot.
We want blood, because even if there are unnecessary victims, at least we can sleep at night knowing that 
all the ‘bad men’ are behind bars, guilty or not.




