
Parshat Beha’alotecha

Friday 5th June 2015
Candle Lighting 4.36pm
Maariv 6.30pm

Shabbat 6th June 2015
Shacharit 9.00am
Mincha 4.15pm
Maariv 5.34pm followed by Havdalah

A word from the Rabbi
OTHERS’ SUCCESS SHOULDN’T DIMINISH OUR OWN

During this week’s parsha we read of two ‘new’ prophets, Eldad and Medad.
“... two men remained in the camp; the name of one was Eldad and the name of the other 
Medad. The Spirit of Hashem rested upon them ... and they prophesied in the camp. A young 
man ran and told Moshe and said, ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.’
Then Joshua the son of Nun, the attendant of Moses from his youth, said, ‘Moshe, restrain 
them.’
But Moses said to him, "Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD'S people were 
prophets, that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!"
From the context of the verses, it appears that the prophecy of Eldad and Medad was 
seemingly undeserved, or alternatively the content of their prophecy was undesired.
Either way, Moshe’s response to Joshua is telling.
Moshe answers Joshua’s protestation by saying, “Joshua, I don’t hold the monopoly on the 
spiritual experience. Prophecy is a wondrous thing and I only wish that more could connect 
to Hashem like I do.”
The success of others did not intimidate Moshe.
Why should the success of others diminish my own?
It shouldn’t.

Shabbat Shalom

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your wedding anniversary to:
 Darren and Michelle Klass  Roy and Beverley Levy

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah anniversary to:
 Kevin Sandler  Ivan Fuchs  Rael Awerbuch
 Alan Krowitz  Neil Leiboff  Louis Shulman
 Ron Baskin  Lior Stein  Dean Glasser
 Bentley Sacks



Cecil Bass  for his father  Ginger Bass
Lance Belnick  for his father  Noah Belnick
Barry Bick  for his father  Louis Bick
Estelle Bick  for her mother  Bessie Caspary
Teresa Tobiansky  for her father  Roy Cohen
Jeffrey Cohen  for his mother   Ruth Cohen
Moses Gordon  for his brother  Solomon Gordon
Melanie Schapiro  for her mother  Rose Isaacman
Aliza Wagenheim  for her mother  Sadie Kahan
Bertie Miller  for her mother  Gladys Klass
Eliot Levin  for his father  Nathan Levin
Alan Lurie  for his father  Charles Lurie
Moses Levitt  for his grandfather Avraham Meller
Sonia Lipschitz  for her father  Gerson Pogorelsky
Jean Sher  for her father in law Harry Sher
Ian Singer  for his father  Teddy Singer
Beverley Fisher  for her father  Max Suskin
Marcelle Rom  for her grandfather Harry Tucker
Leslie Winderbaum and
Richard Winderbaum  for their father  Issy Winderbaum

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to Bentley Sacks on his Bar Mitzvah 
Anniversary this Shabbat and a Bon Voyage to 

Mervyn and Lynne Katz who are moving out of the area.
To both families we thank you kindly for your 

Kiddush sponsorship this Shabbat. 

We are so grateful to the ladies of our community who are always so 
willing to help with our Kiddushim

We say thank you to the following Volunteers whose help is much appreciated:

 Debbie Trakman  Liz Sack   Simone Rutovitz
 Helene Shofer  Arlene Kady  Elana Isserow
 Rose Farber  Marcelle Rom  Yvonne Rosettenstein
 Riva Weil  Mel Schapiro  Carmel Kenner
 Charmaine Israel  Barbara Kaplan  Di Fuchs
 Elaine Lorge  Nadine Joel  Lydia Shakenovsky
 Tracey Cohen  Sandra Miller  Rose Farber
 Izette Felthun



A big yeshakoach to all our Volunteers
EDUCATION AT ITS WORST

From the beginning of time until fairly recently, education was a family affair. The family unit 
in general and the parents in particular prodded, nudged and guided their young by teaching 
them skills, etiquette and acceptable behaviour.
As civilisation progressed and the demand for skills broadened beyond the ability of 
individual families, education needed to be outsourced and eventually evolved into what we 
call schools.
For better or worse, schools are the surrogate households of today and teachers, our 
children’s surrogate parents. If we are to judge an educational institution based on its 
success, what are the KPIs (key performance indicators)?
In my opinion, the education system in the west has evolved into a “12 years preparation for 
HSC”. Every year is just one more stepping stone towards that all-important ATAR, which, in 
turn, is only valuable in order to get into the best universities.
However, if a school produces many distinguished students with enviable grades, but who 
lack motivation for life, what is it worth? If the character of our children is not moulded and 
their morals not refined, of what value is their education?
Success in life, however one defines it, cannot be relegated to a number out of 100. Do 
teachers view their role as merely transferring information from their heads into the heads 
of their students ‒ a virtual USB data transfer?
Education needs to be reframed. It isn’t about teaching people what to think, but rather how 
to think. Education is giving children the life skills needed to know how to approach difficult 
problems, how to confront moral dilemmas and how to create meaningful lives.
No ATAR can ever do that.




