
Parshat Nasso

Friday 29th May 2015
Candle Ligh�ng 4.38pm
Maariv 6.30pm

Shabbat 30th May 2015
Shacharit 9.00am
Mincha 4.20pm
Maariv 5.36pm followed by Havdalah

A word from the Rabbi

We Are All Human
In this week’s parsha we are introduced to the Nazir, an individual who, in a fit of religious 
zeal, takes upon himself an oath of alcohol abs�nence as well as to keep his hair unkempt, 
both seemingly signs of piety and devo�on.

Contextually the law of the Nazir is immediately preceded by the law of the Sotah ‒ a case of 
suspected infidelity. In the process of adjudica�ng the woman’s guilt or innocence, she is 
subjected to a degrading and humilia�ng process.
What has the one set of laws have to do with the other? When the secret failings and flaws 
of others are exposed for all to see, how should we respond?

Here we have a woman in an unhappy rela�onship or perhaps just tempted by lust. She finds 
herself in the company of another more understanding and affec�onate man than her 
husband. She shares a drink with him, and then another. In �me she becomes inebriated and 
finds herself in a compromising posi�on.
Do we shun the woman for her weakness in wan�ng to feel loved? Do we point fingers at her 
and her accomplice for their lack of moral fibre and character?
Perhaps...

But there is someone else who responds differently. He sees what can happen when people 
are tempted by one another, and corrupted by liquor.
“This could happen to me! I am not immune to moral corrup�on.”
So he takes a personal message from the downfall of others and enforces upon himself the 
restric�ons of the Nazrite. Not as a sign of moral weakness, but rather as a symbol of deep 
self-understanding. 
We could learn much from his lesson.

Shabbat Shalom



Mary Blitz for her husband  Albert Blitz
Sharon Katz for her father   Albert Blitz
Mary Blitz for her father in law  Louis Blitz
Sharon Katz for her grandfather  Louis Blitz
Peter Friede for his father   Harold Friede
Rhona Goodman for her father   Ely Hurwitz
Joel Kahan for his mother   Raye Kahan 
Robyn Weinberg for her grandfather  Israel Kruger
Michael Levy for his wife   Freda Levy
Steven Levy for his father   Jacob Levy
Isaac Malkin for his father   Moshe Malkin
Moses and 
Joyce Gordon for their daughter  Sheryl Marcus
Isaac Malkin for his sister   Stella Miller
Anthony Rom for his father   Abraham Rom
Joseph Rutovitz for his grandmother  Sheina Rutovitz
Ian Sandler for his father   Julius Sandler
Helen Einstein for her father   Gerhard Schuck
Simone Rutovitz and
Helene Shofer for their mother  Lily Segal

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your wedding anniversary to:

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to 
Gary Gild and Nikki Tockar 

on their forthcoming marriage and on 
Gary’s ofruf this Shabbat.

Mazal Tov also to their parents
Steven and Joan Gild and Marshall and Ilona Tockar

and grandparents, Dvorah Rabie, Emanuel and Rosa Tockar and Dorothy Milner

Ilan Grauman  Ivor Trakman  Jonathan Abelsohn
Colin Rothenberg Allan Ossip

Brian and Robyn Gillman Darren and Michelle Klass
Roy and Beverely Levy

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/BatMitzvah anniversary to:



Do we possess a natural inclina�on to morally refine ourselves? Is there a drive to change 
ourselves, our environment and ul�mately the world?
From an evolu�onary view point, prominent atheists such as Sam Harris have suggested the 
logical and mutually beneficial ra�onale for the ‘inherent’ desire within man to be good. 
“We are good because it works in our favour in the long run. Society will be safer because we 
need to trust one another,” claims Harris.
Theists would point to our God-given souls that pine to cleave to God and His goodness as 
the inner spark for moral redemp�on. 
Both approaches seem to suggest that, at least in principle, we want to not only be good, but 
be be�er.
Is this true?

Given an opportunity to do an anonymous good deed, would we? Do we look for 
opportuni�es to help, or pretend we are blind to the injus�ces and misfortunes of others?
Would a cash windfall mo�vate us to direct that windfall towards making a posi�ve impact 
on our surroundings, or would we self-servingly use it as a means to take more for 
ourselves?
In a wi�y, insigh�ul and somewhat confron�ng and depressing piece, author and actor John 
Hodgman conducted an informal survey in which he asked people to choose a super power 
they would ask for if they could. It became evident that how we answer the ques�on reflects 
a lot about the kind of person we are. 
“Does the choice of power indicate the person you wish you could be, or reveal the person 
you’re afraid you already are?” 
Sadly, “No ma�er which power people choose, they never use it to fight crime.”
If we are indeed designed, by nature or by divinity, to strive for goodness, perhaps many of 
us are lemons... 

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to
Shannon Klass on his Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat

and to his parents,
Michelle and Darren Klass 

and grandparents
Eliot Levin and Max and Rena Klass

Shannon is in year 8 at Killara High School. He is a loving brother who enjoys music & 
playing on his iPhone. He is a keen cricketer & basketball player. His interests include 

Drama, Deba�ng, Astronomy, Robo�cs, Chemistry &. Reading. 
He loves animals, cars & computer games.

Shannon is delighted to be sharing his simcha with his Oupa Eliot; Zaida Max, Bobba Rena 
& Aunt Jodi from South Africa; Uncle Lee, Aunt Jacqui, cousins Ava & Eden, & the Milner 

Family from Melbourne; & very special friends Mary & Peter from Toowoomba.



The Consecra�on of Tombstone for the late
Mike Michalow z”l

Will take place at 10.30am on Sunday 31st May 2015.


