
Friday 22nd May 2015

Candle Ligh�ng 4.41pm
Maariv 6.30pm

Shabbat 23rd May 2015
Shacharit 9.00am
Mincha 4.20pm
Maariv 5.38pm followed by Havdalah

A Word from the Rabbi

Parshat Bamidbar

“And Hashem spoke to Moshe in the wilderness saying...”
The Torah was given in the wilderness in order to teach us the concept and value of 
emp�ness. The bareness of the wilderness, its sparse popula�on and seeming 
neglect represent those traits of humility and openness to experiences when 
translated into human character.
Humility is a strange trait, for unlike others, it cannot be acquired through effort. It is 
a�ained through the desire to not have it. 
"Humility does not mean thinking less of yourself than of other people, nor does it 
mean having a low opinion of your own gi�s. It means freedom from thinking about 
yourself one way or the other at all." ‒ William Temple
Whereas the ability to obtain humility may be impossible, the second trait, that of 
openness to experience, is available to us all.
“The wise man is one open to learn from any man.” ‒ Pirkei Avot 4:1
By perceiving every encounter and every experience as an opportunity to learn and 
grow, regardless of the source, we are at least taking the first step towards acquiring 
the elusiveness of humility.

Shabbat Shalom

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your wedding anniversary to:
 Joel and Debbie Abramowitz  Abie and Sylvia Davidowitz
 Ivan and Lindsay Gordon  Phillip and Nadine Joel
 Rabbi Gad and Tamar Krebs  Ronny and Dana Marks
 Barry and Beryl Melamet  Graham and Tracey Michalow
 David and Leah Port   Steven and Arlene Segal
 Arnold and Cheryse Steinberg  Barney and Sheryl Teperson
 Mark and Adelle Wigoder  Mark and Karyn Moskow

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah anniversary to:
  Roy Joffe  Richard Shakenovsky  Ivan Kassel
 Ian Joffe  Gary Rosenberg



Frederick Alexander for his mother  Lyne
e Alexander
Russell Marx  for his sister  Zanne Breskal 
Michael Fisher  for his father  Jules Fisher
Moses Gordon  for his mother  Chiene Gordon
Lewis Horwitz  for his father  Sydney Horwitz
Ian Joffe   for his father  Sam Joffe
Glenda Krawchuk for her mother in law Sally Krawchuk
Sylvia Katz  for her mother  Eva Kruss
Neil Leiboff  for his father  Harry Leiboff
Hillary Simon and
Nathan Luck  for their father  Issy Luck
Stanley Schneider for his father  Leo Schneider
Michelle Klein  for her mother  Sheila Sher
Sandra Plit  for her brother  Selwyn Shlom
Ada Berger  for her mother  Feiga Zeligson

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:



HAVE WE BECOME OBSOLETE?
Historically, the passing of the baton from genera�on to genera�on was considered a transfer 
of the mantle of wisdom and leadership. Our antecedents were appreciated and respected for 
their knowledge and worldly experience; they were our guiding lights.
The broad-based value of honouring elders in general, and parents in par�cular, was always 
understood as a statement of deference and admira�on. It was a way for society to 
acknowledge the social hierarchy, with seniors considered superior, both in character and 
wisdom, than their progeny.
But we live in a different era. The knowledge of our elders has become redundant. Their frames 
of reference are insignificant and their wisdom is obsolete. Children are worldlier than their 
parents even before they reach adolescence, and the accepted paradigm of parental wisdom 
is all but nullified. People have become fossilised while s�ll in the prime of their lives.
Perhaps there are two dialec�cal responses. On the one hand we can accept the new paradigm 
and all that it entails; we cannot change progress. Our rela�onships with our children will be 
more cordial than reveren�al, and more casual than respecul. As parents our roles as models 
will be ever decreasing.
An alternate approach is to become moral giants by commi�ng ourselves to lives of value and 
purpose. By inves�ng in our character, we act as a guiding light to our children. We may know 
less than them, but we will always be 20 or 30 years ahead of them in terms of character 
refinement. We will always have something to teach, and they something to learn.
But it requires willpower to be that example, to be endearing and enduring role models.




