
Friday 15th May 2015

Candle Ligh�ng 4.45pm
Maariv 6.30pm

Shabbat 16th May 2015
Shacharit 9.00am
Mincha 4.25pm
Maariv 5.42pm followed by Havdalah
Rosh Chodesh Sivan is on Tuesday 19th May

A Word from the Rabbi

Parshat Behar/Bechukotai
Shabbat Mevarchim

EXPLOITING OTHERS

“When you sell anything to your fellow man or buy from them, you shall not 
cheat one another” (Vayikra 25:14)
The term ‘cheat’ refers to taking advantage of another’s relative weakness in 
the area of transactional negotiation. An unequal understanding of business 
dynamics and economic acumen leads to a power imbalance. This creates an 
opportunity for exploitation, about which the Torah cautions.
Financially speaking, the ignorant customer o�ers an opportunity to pro�t. 
Ethically speaking, it is an opportunity to show compassion.
A fair price can be a tremendous gift to an unassuming recipient. It requires 
the seller to appreciate his customer �rst and foremost as ‘someone’ and not 
as ‘something’.

Shabbat Shalom

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your wedding anniversary to:
 Julian and Ilana Hotz  Gary and Belinda Israelsohn
 Rodney and Carmel Kenner Jonathan and Susan Stern  

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah anniversary to:
 Frank Adler  Ronald Berman  Steven Alman
 Ron Baskin  Vadim Gurevich  Daniel Segal
 Gary Trakman  Ian Singer  Jeff Cohen
 Marc Schneider  Phillip Baynash



Sharon Cohen  for her father  Cyril Asher
Harry Bauer  for his father  Hugo Bauer
Eric Berman  for his father  Leslie Berman
Anne Cornofsky  for her sister  Reva Daleski
Beryl Melamet  for her mother  Golda Frank
Barry Melamet  for his father  David Melamet
Ian Rosenbaum  for his father  Sid Rosenbaum
Shelley Evian, 
Brenda Milner,
Gary Rosenberg and
Mark Rosenberg  for their father  Maurice Rosenberg
Melanie Baskin for her mother  Lilly Gurland

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:

US AND THEM
Xenophobia: "Deep-rooted, irrational hatred towards foreigners" (Oxford English Dictionary)
The interaction with ‘others’ presents a challenge to all people of all faiths, races and cultures. 
We are challenged to look beyond super�cial di�erences and to �nd the inner being, the 
human part that we all share.
I am not sure whether we in society are becoming more tolerant of each other, or more 
splintered. I regularly overhear conversations dealing with ‘us’ and ‘them’, where ‘We’ are the 
preferred lifestyle and value choice, and ‘They’ are to be distanced, excluded and, at times, 
ostracised.
Racism is born out of a narcissistic sense of superiority. Whether the group is privileged by 
virtue of birth (colour and culture) or by way of choice (religion), this innate conviction of 
superiority results from a deep insecurity and self-doubt. The louder I shout, the less 
convinced I am. 
“And you shall love the stranger, for you were a stranger in the land of Egypt.” The Torah 
demands that we see ourselves in others.
Our common humanity unites us, our pithy insecurities divide us.






