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I 
 would like to 
tell you about a 
Sefer Torah- a 

special one. Actually, 
all Sifrei Torah are 
special. Besides the 
sacred words 
written on them, 
each scroll, within its 
wooden holders has 
its own history of 
100 plus years, and 

was written by a scribe in a faraway time and 
faraway place. A modern sofer (scribe - one 
who now writes a Torah scroll) - can ascer-
tain through the particular script and style 
approximately where and when the Sefer 
was written. Several years ago, a sofer 
looked into the past of each of our scrolls in 
Neve Shalom. 
 The special, special scroll I want to tell 
you about actually belongs to my family but 
rests in our Aron Kodesh in the Hayat Bet 
Midrash.  
 The story of this  Sefer Torah begins 
during World War II. My father, Rabbi Na-
than Zelizer, born in Poland, but arriving in 
this country in his late teens during the early 
1920s, was very proud of being an American. 
As some know, he served as rabbi in a large 
Conservative Synagogue in Columbus Ohio 
for 42 years, until his retirement in 1972. 
Then he continued to serve as rabbi in Flori-
da where he established several synagogues 
in succession well into his late 80’s. (he died 
at 95 years of age) My father’s great pride in 
being an American citizen manifested itself 
in many ways. One was his perfection of 
English in public speaking. He practiced out 
loud until he virtually lost any trace of an 
‘Old Country’ Jewish accent (though his in-
flection frequently echoed Yiddish which he 
spoke fluently- but never to me or my sis-
ter!). 

 Another manifestation was the alacrity 
and lack of hesitation with which he volun-
teered as a Jewish chaplain in World War II. 
The Jewish soldiers were in need of chap-
lains. My father’s civic privilege was to serve 
as one. Never mind that my mother with two 
young children was left to fend for herself, 
first on an army base in Charleston, South 
Carolina and later in my grandparents’ home 
in Columbus, Ohio! My father asked for a 
leave of absence from his Columbus shul 
(which filled his vacancy with a temporary 
rabbinic substitute) - quickly volunteered and 
served abroad for two years in the Pacific 
theatre- on the islands of Tinian, Saipan, and 
eventually Tokyo, where he ministered to 
the Jewish soldier – returning from battle 
and returning to battle. 
 The Jewish Welfare Board provided 
such chaplain with a small portable Sefer 
Torah to carry with him to the various sites 
where Jewish soldiers gathered after battle 
and for R and R. That and JWB-issued prayer 
books were all the chaplain needed to con-
gregate and constitute a Jewish minyan and 
manage a proper service. 
 My father explained, that after the war, 
as recognition for his service, the JWB 
awarded each chaplain with the Sefer Torah. 
Upon his return home, my father resumed 
his pulpit in Columbus. That synagogue 
owned its own large Sifrei Torah, but he con-

tinued to read from the JWB Sefer Torah in 
various chaplaincies in Jewish penal institu-
tions in which he also served. Later, he read 
from it in the synagogues in Florida that he 
established in his retirement. At his death, I 
inherited it. 
 A Sefer Torah is meant to be read, not to 
rest in a locker or basement.  Because of that, 
I decided with the late Felice Fellus, who 
lovingly and graciously catalogued and man-
aged so much of our sacred property here at 
Neve Shalom, to place it in the Aron Kodesh 
of the Hayat Bet Midrash. There it is used in 
rotation to read at morning minyanim and 
occasionally at alternate Shabbat services. 
My own son and grandchildren- one of whom 
bears my father’s name, Nathan, - will even-
tually of course, inherit this Sefer Torah too. 
But because I wish it to be read, rather than 
being regarded as an heirloom, as I myself 
retire to other enterprises, I would like that 
Sefer to remain here temporarily in the Aron 
of the Hayat Beit Midrash. I am gratified that 
it will continue to be read and studied during 
real live services at Congregation Neve Sha-
lom. There will be time enough for my own 
family to do the same with the Sefer Torah in 
the future religious home of their own resi-
dence.    
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Jewish Musical Film Festival 

I am hosting a varied film series on Wednesday evenings  
at 7:00 pm in January and February.  

 

 Wednesday, January 7 at 7:00 pm — Great Cantors of the Golden Age 
Features Yossele Rosenblatt, Moishe Oysher, Mordecai Hershman, Leibele Waldman 
and other hazzanim of the 1930s and  1940s caught on film. Great voices and reper-
toire is not to be missed.  147 minutes, with English subtitles and narrations. 

  

 Wednesday, January 14 at 7:00 pm —  Broadway Musical: A Jewish Legacy 
This documentary, with many historic performances and interviews, examines the role 
of Jewish composers and lyricists in the creation of the modern American musical. Nar-
rated by Joel Grey, interviews with Sheldon Harnick, Stephen Schwartz, Harold Prince, 
performances by Barbra Streisand, Irving Berlin, Zero Mostel and many others.  84 
minutes, in English. 

  

 Wednesday, January 21 at 7:00 pm —  Voice of Jerusalem 
Yehoram Gaon sings many famous songs about Jerusalem and asks difficult ques-
tions: Is peace possible? Can secular and religious Jews coexist? Should the city be di-
vided? He interviews people on different sides of these issues. 63 minutes, in Hebrew 
with English subtitles. We will have a discussion to share our opinions on these timely 
and important issues. 

  

 Wednesday, February 4 at  7:00 pm —   Hava Nagila (The Movie) 
This is a documentary romp through history, mystery and meaning of the great Jewish 
standard. Interviews with Harry Belafonte, Leonard Nimoy and performances by Con-
nie Francis, Glen Campbell and many others are included. Filled with fun and enter-
tainment, it also taps into the power of music and the spirit of a people. 75 minutes, in 
English. 

 
 You can register for the Film Series as part of Adult Education Winter-Spring Semester 
online: http://neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/adult-education-winter-spring-2015-
registration.html 

 
HAVDALAH – 25TH HOUR SING ALONG 
          On Saturday January 24 at 6:00 pm singers and a 
band will lead us in a fun and lively singing session of some 
of the familiar songs of Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach, z”l, 
(pictured left). It will start with Havdalah led by our fourth 
graders and will end by 7:00 pm. There is no charge and all 
are welcome. Start your week with lots of ruach (spirit). 
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin Hebrew School News 

Dates to Save 
DUMMIES TEACH MITZVOT: Thanks to a generous grant 
from the Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County, we 
are hosting a community 
event at Neve Shalom on 
Sunday morning, January 
4 during Hebrew School 
at 9:45 am. Jonathan 

Geffner, an amazing ventriloquist, 
and his “friends” will entertain us 
and teach us Jewish values at the 
same time. This is cosponsored by 
several area synagogues and PJ Li-
brary and is open to the community for free. Parents and grandparents 
are invited and we promise a wonderful program of fun and learning. 
 
CHINESE SHABBAT DINNER and FAMILY SERVICE will take place on 
Friday January 9 starting at 6:00 pm with a 7:00 pm service. Thanks to a 
donation we will be serving Chinese food from a kosher restaurant. Par-
ents can bring wine to drink. $5 feeds your entire family though we in-
vite you to contribute additional funds (which will matched by a gener-
ous donor up to $600) so we can continue to present these monthly 
Shabbat Family dinners. RSVP at: http://neveshalom.shulcloud.com/
event/family-shabbat-dinner-jan-9-2015.html 
 
FEDERATION SUPER SUNDAY will take 
place on Rutgers Campus Sunday, Janu-
ary 11. Some of our students created 
tzedakah boxes which will be entered in 
Federation’s Art Contest. As a recipient 
of numerous grants from Federation we 
should attend Super Sunday events, help 
make phone calls and contribute gener-
ously to the community. 
 

HAVDALAH 25th HOUR 
AND SINGING on Satur-
day evening January 24 
will feature the fourth 
grade leading Havdalah at 
6:00 pm. Then singers and 
a band will lead everyone 
in familiar songs by Rabbi 
Shlomo Carlebach z”l. 
There is no charge and the 
program will end by 7:00 
pm. 
 

KIDS NITE AT NEVE will meet next on Saturday January 31 at 6:15 pm. 
Dinner, film, snacks and fun will keep the children ages 3-13 busy while 
their parents get a night off. Register online and pay at: http://
neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/kids-night-at-neve-jan..html 
 
 
 
 
 

WORLD WIDE WRAP which will be hosted by 
Men’s Club and is a great opportunity to learn or 
refresh you skills of putting on tefillin. The 6th 
and 7th graders will work on this in class and we 
urge the 7th graders and all parents to join Feb-
ruary 1 at 9:00 am for this memorable event. 
 
TU B’SHVAT DINNER will be held on Tuesday, 
February 3 at 6:30 pm. Special blessings will be 
recited as we connect with Israel, the land and 
trees and enjoy a delicious Israeli style meal.  
 
DANNY SIEGEL: THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS A 
SMALL MITZVAH. On Tuesday, February 3 at 
7:00 pm thanks to the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Middlesex County we are able to bring 
world renowned Mitzvah Man, Danny Siegel to 
our congregation. This is the annual Barry Miller 
Fund event for teens and parents. It is cospon-
sored by area synagogue and Hagalil USY and is 
open to ALL teens and adults. There is no charge 
and refreshments will be served. 
 
FAMILY SERVICE & DINNER will be February 6 at 
6:00 pm. 
 
THIRD GRADE CONSECRATION will feature a 
play about Maimonides’ Tzedekah Ladder during 
Hebrew School on Sunday, February 8. Parents 
bring your video cameras for touching moments 
and memories. 
 
SATURDAY MORNING SERVICES on February 
21, our 5th, 6th & 7th graders will be partici-
pating in the sanctuary. 
 
 Our Hebrew School does many wonderful 
programs during classes, Children’s Services eve-
ry Saturday as well as the many other dinners, 
services and special events. We look forward to 
many more exciting programs in the coming 
months. 

http://neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/family-shabbat-dinner-jan-9-2015.html
http://neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/family-shabbat-dinner-jan-9-2015.html
http://neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/kids-night-at-neve-jan..html
http://neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/kids-night-at-neve-jan..html
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 
Neve Shalom would like to 
thank the following people 
for chanting Torah in the 
month of November:   
 T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Ronald Becker......................4 
Matt Bonus ..........................1 
Danny Boxer ........................T 1 
Scott Boxer ..........................T 1 
Andrea Colby .......................2 
Benjamin Daniels .................T 1 
Lawrence Dombrow ............10 
Marlene Fineman ................1 
Michael Friederwitzer .........3 
Harold Geller .......................1 
Rosalie Green ......................3 
Bruce Greenberg .................2 
Jennifer Greenberg ..............T 1 
Stuart Mantel ......................1 
Audrey Napchen ..................1 
Barbara Osofsky ..................1 
Mindy Paris-Thurer ..............1 
Daniel Rosenfield.................T 1 
Mark Rosenfield ..................5 
Michele Rosenfield ..............5 
Seth Rubenfeld ....................T 1 
Max Rubin ...........................JR 1 
Cathy Salamon .....................2 
Brett Schildkraut ..................8 
Jeffrey Schulman .................1 
Hannah Sessler ....................T 1 
Barbara Spack ......................1 
Lisa Spiegel ..........................1 
Danielle Stein ......................T 1 
Eric Steinbach ......................T 1 
Allen Stern ...........................1 
Eitan Szteinbaum .................T 1 
Ed Thompson.......................1 
Stephen Traum ....................1 
 

Haftarah 
Harold Geller 
Eric Steinbach ......................T 
Ed Thompson 
Larry Wineberg 
 

Ashrei 
Ethan Byrne .........................JR 
Joshua Byrne .......................JR 
Matthew Byrne ....................JR 
Rachel Dobbs .......................JR 
Shaina Garb .........................JR 
Claire Goldberg ....................JR 
Farrah Grubman ..................JR 
Ben Kupersmit .....................JR 
Maya Kushner .....................JR 
Brian Schuetz .......................JR 
Nathan Zelizer .....................JR 
Sophia Zelizer ......................JR 

Adult Ed News
Winter Courses are starting in January.  “Twenty-first Century Beliefs” will be taught by 
Rabbi Zelizer on Sunday mornings in January and February at 10:00 am. What were 
the thoughts of Mordecai Kaplan, Abraham Joshua Heschel, Eugene Borowitz, Herschel 
Matt, the Conservative Movement and others on God, prayer, kabbalah, mysticism, 
organ donation and other relevant subjects? 

 A musical film series will be hosted by Hazzan Levin on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm in January 
and February. The series includes four films.  January 7:  “Great Cantors of the Golden Age”, January 14:   
“Broadway Musical: A Jewish Legacy”, January 21: “Voice of Jerusalem” and February 4:  “Hava Nagila 
(The Movie)”. All four documentaries show different styles of both Jewish music and film making.  
 “Who Is A Jew?” will be taught by Rabbi Zelizer on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am in February and 
March. The Rabbi will discuss subjects which have challenged Jewry though out his tenure at Neve Sha-
lom and into the  future: Who is a Jew?, The Reality and Challenge of Interfaith Marriage, Conversion, 
In-reach vs. Outreach and What about Patrilineal Jews?  
 We are using new tools to try to make registration easier. Log in with your Shulcloud account and 
you should be able to register and pay for the classes at:  
http://neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/adult-education-winter-spring-2015-registration.html  If 
you have problems logging in contact Dan Hirsch at Hirsch18@optonline.net 
 As we continue our “Zelibrations”, we bring noted historian and scholar, Dr. Julian Zelizer (pictured 
below right) to speak about his new book “Understanding Lyndon Johnson”. This will take place during 
and after services Friday evening January 16 at 7:30 pm. Thanks to a gracious endowment from Gilbert 
and Claudie Hayat this is free and open to the community. 

We are planning to take a chartered bus trip to Philadelphia to have a 
docent guided tour of the beautiful Museum of American Jewish Histo-
ry. The interactive and well planned exhibits will help us understand the 
story of our people in this country for the past 300 years. A kosher 
lunch is included in the trip costs. You can register online http://
neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/ad-ed-trip-to-phila..html and pay $65 
per person which include the bus, tip, museum fees and lunch. You can 
also contact Hazzan@NeveShalom.net and pay in the office. 

http://neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/ad-ed-trip-to-phila..html
http://neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/ad-ed-trip-to-phila..html
mailto:Hazzan@NeveShalom.net
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To Protect and to Advocate:  An Israel Experience 
By Haley Schneider 

T 
his year, my family is celebrating 
our 18th year of being members 
of this community. My brother 

and sister and I grew up here. My moth-
er’s friends were made through this 
nursery school and my father’s in Men’s 
Club. Neve Shalom is like a second home 
for my family. Recently, I was given the 
opportunity - through the Susy Schwartz 
Foundation - to travel to Israel for four 
weeks with Young Judaea.  
 As many of you know, the situa-
tion this past summer in Israel was not 
ideal. Some may say that my Israel expe-
rience was hindered, but I believe I 
gained much more than I could have if I 
had been there in a more peaceful time. 
Yes, half my itinerary was switched, but 
it led to one of my favorite games to 
play. Ask me if I’ve been somewhere in 
Israel and about 70% of the time, I’ll an-
swer I haven’t. Although it was not the 
typical Israel teen summer tour, the trip 
was enlightening, especially being a dias-
pora Jew. I now have the opportunity to 
share my experiences and what I learned 
to those in my school and in my commu-
nity.  
 I attend a predominantly Asian 
high school, where many support the 
Arab community. Many are also clueless 
as to what the situation in the Middle 

N eve Shalom Nursery School is proud to announce that as of September 2015 we will be offering a full day 
Kindergarten Class from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm!  In response to the needs of our Metuchen and Edison 

Nursery School families who are looking at half day Kindergarten in the public schools, we will now be pre-
senting a full day Kindergarten alternative here at Neve Shalom Nursery School! 
 In keeping with our NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children) standards, the full day Kindergarten 
class will be taught by a certified teacher and will follow the current Kindergarten curriculum in the Metuchen Public Schools. Be-
cause we will have the luxury of a longer school day, our full day Kindergarten will be packed with fun and challenging activities 
covering all of the academic areas of reading, writing, math, science, social studies, physical education, and the arts. A longer 
school day also allows us the time to explore important concepts from different learning approaches. We will also continue to in-
corporate Jewish values and holidays into the daily classroom routine. 
 Class size will be limited to ten children with early drop off and late stay options available at only a slightly higher fee.   We 
look forward to registration beginning in January 2015!  If you know of anyone interested in sending their child to full day Kinder-
garten, please feel free to have them contact Martha Mack, Director at nurseryschool@neveshalom.net or 732-548-2238, ext. 17 
for more information. 

newscasters 
report, but 
we can ad-
vocate in 
our commu-
nities. I urge 
you to read 
the news, 
download 
the app on 
your phones 
that alerts 
Israeli citi-
zens when there is a missile attack, get 
the full story, and form your own opin-
ions. Have educated conversations with 
those around you, and educate those 
who are not.  
 Although right now ISIS is taking 
the main stage in the news reports, I 
have no doubt the Israeli government 
will be criticized unfairly once again. Isra-
el protected thousands of diaspora Jews 
this past summer, including those in our 
community. I ask you, return the favor.  
I’d like to thank Neve Shalom and the 
Susy Schwartz Memorial Fund, Young 
Judaea and the Israeli Defense Forces for 
providing a safe, unique, and incredible 
experience.  

East is really like. Several of my friends 
have asked me if I truly felt safe in Israel. 
“Weren’t you afraid you’d be bombed or 
something???” they’d ask. But I wasn’t 
scared. I felt safe, and that is an incredi-
ble thing to be able to say. Young Judaea 
protected me, but more importantly the 
Israeli Defense Forces did. It was unlikely 
that my tour group would be able to 
completely avoid an alarm and a scram-
ble to a bomb shelter. It was an experi-
ence I will never forget. The bomb shel-
ter, and all the safety procedures, were 
all precautions. What protected us was 
the Iron Dome - and I am eternally 
grateful for that. What Israel and the IDF 
do for its citizens is what I feel I need to 
express and share with those in my 
school and community. Whether it is 
through tweets I made when in the 
bomb shelter, or conversations I have 
had with my friends at home, I am fully 
able to advocate for a place, just like 
Neve Shalom, that I am able to call a 
second home.  
 Israel isn’t perfect, and it’s im-
portant to remember that. But what I 
wish to express to all of you, is that we 
are all diaspora Jews and I believe that 
our role is to do what we can to protect 
and improve the image in which Israel is 
portrayed. We can’t change what the 

Nursery School news  By Martha Mack Director 
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O n the evening of December 1, 
2014, contributors to Jewish 

Federation of Greater Middlesex 
County and Jewish Federation of 
Monmouth County voted for the two 
entities to merge.  This took place at 
the culmination of more than two 
years of exploration and planning 
involving dozens of volunteers and 
leaders from both communities.  The 
merger will be effective January 1, 
2015.  
 Having identified numerous chal-
lenges facing the Jewish community, 
from shifting philanthropic trends to 
concerns about the sustainability of 
Jewish identity and , the 
merging Federations say they will be 
better positioned and have more 
resources to address and provide 
possible solutions to these challeng-
es.   
 “Of the 120,000 Jews in Middle-
sex and Monmouth Counties, too 
few are connected to any sort of 
meaningful Jewish opportunity or 
experience,” said Mitch Frumkin, 
current President of the Middlesex 
Jewish Federation, and soon to be 
President of the merged Federa-
tion.  “Finding ways to engage this 
population will be a top priority.”  
 “The goal of this merger is to do 
better together, and to best match 
up the strengths of both communi-
ties so we can more effectively sup-
port and facilitate Jewish life across 
central NJ and beyond,”  said Ken 
Philmus, who chaired the merger 
committee from Monmouth and is a 
member of the new Federation’s 
Executive Committee.  

JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
AND 

JEWISH FEDERATION OF MONMOUTH COUNTY 
TO MERGE JANUARY 1, 2015 

 Part of a trend of merging Federa-
tions across the country, this is the first 
merger of two equal Federations; Mid-
dlesex and Monmouth have similar 
sized-campaigns and complementary 
strengths.  The Federation in Middle-
sex has had particular success in build-
ing endowments, which the merger 
exploration group recognized as a po-
tential benefit in Monmouth.  The 
Monmouth Federation has had success 
in focusing on community engage-
ment, a newer trend in the Federation 
world and deemed increasingly rele-
vant in the context of concerns about 
declining Jewish identification and con-
tinuity raised by a 2013 Pew Research 
Center study.  
 Lee Livingston, who chaired the 
merger committee from Middlesex, 
said the first short-term benefits will 
be evident early in 2015. “These are 
slated to include enhanced opportuni-
ties for Jews of every background and 
interest to engage with the Jewish re-
sources, experiences, and personal 
connections that are meaningful to 
them.”  
He noted initially both existing offices 
will remain in operation and, long-
term, Federation intends to maintain a 
presence in both communities to be as 
supportive and effective as possible. 
Keith Krivitzky, currently executive di-
rector in Monmouth, will assume the 
position of CEO; Susan Antman, cur-
rently executive director in Middlesex, 
will be Executive Vice President.  
 Additional details will be an-
nounced in the weeks and months to 
come, according to Livingston. Those 
who would like to receive immediate 

merger-related news via email are 
invited to sign up at jewishmon-
mouth.org/update or call 732-866-
4300 in Monmouth or at info@jf-
gmc.org or 732-588-1800 in Middle-
sex.  
 “This merger shows what can 
happen when we look beyond our 
boundaries to see what is in every-
one’s collective interest,” said Sheryl 
Grutman, outgoing president of the 
Monmouth Federation. “Together 
we look forward to doing more good 
for more people in more places.”  
 Additional members of the mer-
ger exploration group included Seth 
Gross and Joseph Hollander, imme-
diate past presidents at Middlesex 
and Monmouth Federations, respec-
tively.    
 For more information                
contact Keith Krivitzky 
(keithk@jewishmonmouth.org) or 
Susan Antman (santman@jf-
gmc.org).    
 
 

http://www.elabs10.com/c.html?ufl=5&rtr=on&s=x8pbe5,23juy,2i2g,jduo,9ox7,7yfv,m8lc
http://www.elabs10.com/c.html?ufl=5&rtr=on&s=x8pbe5,23juy,2i2g,jduo,9ox7,7yfv,m8lc
mailto:info@jf-gmc.org
mailto:info@jf-gmc.org
mailto:keithk@jewishmonmouth.org
mailto:santman@jf-gmc.org
mailto:santman@jf-gmc.org
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Legal-ease By Bruce Greenberg 

R asmieh Yousef Odeh, a Palestini-
an, was charged with immigration 

fraud.  He had claimed, among other 
things, that he had suffered post-
traumatic stress disorder as a result of 
being tortured in Israeli custody in the 
disputed territory of the West Bank.  
The case came before a Michigan fed-
eral judge, Paul Borman, who is Jewish.  
Odeh sought to disqualify Judge Bor-
man from handling any part of the case 
due to the judge’s alleged biases. 
 Odeh relied on the judge’s “life-
long involvement in support of the 
State of Israel, organizing trips to Israel 
for hundreds of Detroiters, including 
members of the Michigan State Legis-
lature, and substantial fundraising to 
help the State of Israel.”  Odeh also 
claimed that Judge Borman had been 
privy to “inside information” about the 
Israeli military justice system in the 
West Bank. 
 Judge Borman declined to disquali-
fy himself.  There was no actual evi-

dence that the judge had any infor-
mation about the Israeli military justice 
system that would affect his ability to 
be impartial.  Instead, Odeh offered 
only pure speculation that the judge 
might have asked Israeli officials about 
the West Bank when he visited Israel.      
 In fact, the true basis of Odeh’s 
demand that Judge Borman disqualify 
himself was that the judge had raised 
money for the Detroit Jewish Federa-
tion, had served as President of its 
Jewish Community Relations Com-
mittee, had co-chaired missions to Isra-
el, and had also visited Israel as a pri-
vate tourist.  None of that showed bias 
against Odeh or an inability to be im-
partial.  Ironically, part of his Federa-
tion work had been to “promote local 
African-American-Jewish relations and 
Arab-American-Jewish relations.”   
 The legal test for disqualifying a 
judge is whether “a reasonable person 
with knowledge of all the facts would 
consider that the judge’s impartiality 

might reasonably be questioned.”  
Judge Borman cited cases where other 
Jewish judges refused to disqualify 
themselves from deciding a case that 
alleged conspiracy against an Arab 
defendant in connection with the 
World Trade Center bombings, and 
another case seeking to prevent Jews 
from wearing yarmulkes while playing 
interscholastic sports.  He also pointed 
to in which African-American, Mor-
mon, and other judges rejected de-
mands for disqualification in cases that 
were of particular interest to persons 
of those backgrounds but where no 
actual basis to question the judges’ 
impartiality was shown.     
 No reasonable person with 
knowledge of all the facts of his back-
ground, Judge Borman concluded, 
could consider that he could not be 
impartial in Odeh’s case.  The mere 
fact that had been active in the Detroit 
Jewish community and had led trips to 
Israel did not prove that he was biased.             

A Palestinian Charged with Immigration Fraud,  
and a Jewish Judge 

Summer Jewish Experience Scholarships 
  

 A limited amount of funds are available through Neve Shalom scholarship funds for partial 
scholarships to summer programs with Jewish content such as Camp Ramah and USY on 
wheels. The Susy Schwartz Endowment Fund has this year allocated the bulk of the money, 
with separate smaller amounts and smaller amounts from the Adolph Levy Fund and           
separately from the Youth Fund. The scholarships are awarded on the basis of need.   If you 
wish to apply, please write a letter to Rabbi Zelizer. The following should be included and on 
these criteria a committee will decide allocation of particular scholarships. 

 a description of the program 
 the total cost of the program 
 the amount of the total cost you are able to pay yourself 
 the basis of need for the remainder. 

 The deadline for applications is February 1, 2014. A committee will consider all requests 
and applicants will be notified by March 1, 2014. 
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N 
eve Shalom’s Annual Susy Schwartz 
Memorial Scholarship Fund Concert 
is celebrating its 25th anniversary 

this spring and we’ve lined up an extraordi-
nary program to honor this milestone. Ap-
pearing at 7:00 pm  on April 26, 2015 on the 
Neve Shalom stage will be the duo of Nesha-
ma Carlebach and Josh Nelson, pictured 
below. Each of these performers is an estab-
lished solo star already, and the union of 
their voices is pure musical magic.  
 As soon as Neshama Carlebach was old 
enough to hold a microphone, she was urged 
into the spotlight by her doting father, the 
late Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach. After years of 
voice and acting lessons, Neshama would join 
her father onstage, and for several months 
preceding his death in October of 1994, she 
toured with her father, with no other desire 
than to simply spend time with him. Together 
with her band, she both deeply moves and 
entertains as she sings her father’s incompa-
rable melodies and inspiring original compo-
sitions. Talented and charismatic, Neshama 
Carlebach captivates audiences all over the 
world.  
 Josh Nelson is no stranger to the Neve 
Shalom stage, having most recently appeared 
here with Craig Taubman in 2011.  Hailed by 
Time Magazine as a “star of the New Jewish 
Music,” Josh is the music director for the 
Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) Biennial 
Convention, faculty for the Hava Nashira 
Music Institute, and a musical artist in resi-
dence for the JCC Maccabi Artsfest.  He also 
serves as the High Holiday services leader at 
New York’s historic 92nd St. Y.  While he 
performs professionally on as many as thir-
teen different instruments (though not at the 
same time), he is most widely considered an 
extraordinary guitarist, pianist, and vocalist. 
Theater-goers will be able to see the versatile 
Mr. Nelson in the role of Shlomo Carlebach in 
“Soul Doctor” at the Actors Temple Theatre 
in Manhattan through April 15, 2015. 
 The exciting and unprecedented part-
nership formed by Josh and Neshama merges 
two very different Jewish journeys and tradi-
tions into a singularly meaningful and uplift-
ing musical experience – already enjoyed in 
many venues, including the September 2014 
New York City Climate March. 
 The Silver Anniversary Susy Schwartz 
Memorial Scholarship Fund concert contin-
ues our tradition of bringing the Jewish music 
world's best and brightest acts to Neve Sha-
lom. The goal of the fund is to raise money to 

give each Bar or Bat Mitzvah a “Passport to 
Israel,” and this year we’re pleased to an-
nounce that the stipend has been doubled 
to $2,000. Each child’s Passport may be 
redeemed towards any trip to Israel that 
has an educational component, taken be-
tween ninth grade and the end of college. 
High school students using the Passport are 
also eligible to receive additional funds from 
the Jewish Federation.  
 When our students return from Israel, 
we ask them to share their impressions and 
experiences with the congregation by 
writing an article for this bulletin. You can 
easily see that these Israel experiences can 
be life-changing, often cementing a young 
person's passion for Israel and Jewish life. 
Our hope is that their stories will encourage 
their peers to take advantage of the Pass-
port program, which is one of the many 
aspects of Neve Shalom that make this con-
gregation a dynamic force in Central New 
Jersey Jewish life.  

 Primary funding for the Passport to Isra-
el program comes from this annual concert 
event. So, on behalf of the next generation of 
Jews we are nurturing to love and support 
Israel, we urge you to consider becoming a 
Benefactor ($200) or Patron ($100) of the 
Concert. General admission tickets are $25 
for adults and $12 for children under 12. Free 
babysitting will once again be available by 
preregistration.  
 Contact the Neve Shalom office at 732-
548-2238 if you need additional information. 
This year's concert chairs are Rena Kallman 
and Barbara Du-Bois. 

By Rena Kallman 

tel:732-548-2238
tel:732-548-2238


Neve Shalom Bulletin January 2015 

9 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of ....................................... From  
Michelle Arnel's Bat Mitzvah ................ The Arnel Family  
In Memory Of .................................... From  
Julius Shandolow .................................. Lorraine Lapidus  
Lee Dobowitz ........................................ Judy and Robert Zaretsky  
Yahrzeit ................................................. Philip Schreiber  
Esther Lechman .................................... Yetta and Morris Gelber  
Esther Gunsher ..................................... Jerome Gunsher  
Alexander Kohn .................................... Carmen and Arthur Fulop  
Dave Rubin ............................................ Alma Rubin  
Joel Wink ............................................... Alan and Donna Wink  
Celia Wolman ........................................ Sandra and Robert Moss  
Emil Kalfus............................................. Richard Kalfus  
Rose Rand ............................................. Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal 
Sylvia Leibowitz ..................................... Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz  
Yahrzeit ................................................. Marc and Gail Bressler  
Pauline Pevner ...................................... Shelley Zakim  
Joseph Feldman .................................... Rita Rosen  
Leon Greenhouse.................................. Beverly and Stephan Perry  
Yahrzeit ................................................. Robert and Sandra Moss  
Yahrzeit ................................................. Frances Drescher  
Hannah Lehrhaupt ................................ Irving and Judith Spiegel  
Howard Maltby ..................................... Lillian and Mike Radomsky  
Leonard Goldman ................................. Lillian and Mike Radomsky  
Alan Kafker ............................................ Lillian and Mike Radomsky 
 
Ner Tamid Fund 
In Honor Of ....................................... From  
Richard Bullock, congratulations on  
being honored as Men's Club  
"Man of the Year" ................................. Howard and Karen Zuckerman  
Stu Mantel, congratulations on being  
honored as Men's Club Regional  
"Man of the Year" ................................. Howard and Karen Zuckerman  
Eric Steinbach, congratulations on  
being honored as Men's Club  
"Youth of the Year" ............................... Howard and Karen Zuckerman  
Ner Tamid ............................................. Richard Raibman and Jamie Grubman 
Rich Bullock, heartiest mazel tov  
to our FJMC honoree. May you go 
from strength to strength. .................... Lillian and Mike Radomsky  
Stu Mantel, heartiest mazel tov to  
our FJMC honoree.  May you go from  
strength to strength.............................. Lillian and Mike Radomsky 
Eric Steinbach, heartiest mazel tov to 
our FJMC honoree.  May you go  
from strength to strength. .................... Lillian and Mike Radomsky 
 
Susy Schwartz Memorial Fund 
In Memory Of .................................... From 
Evelyn Hacker ....................................... Peter and Carol Hacker 
Leonard Goldman ................................. The Schildkraut Family 
Howard Maltby ..................................... The Schildkraut Family 
 
Education Fund 
In Honor Of ....................................... From 
Ron Becker, for all your guidance in  
Michelle Arnel's bat mitzvah ................ The Arnel Family 
In Memory Of .................................... From 
Bertha Ross ........................................... Barbara and Allen Luster 

 
Don & Ruth Kahn Book & Author Fund 
In Honor Of ....................................... From 
Richard Bullock ...................................... Paul and Iris Berman 
Stu Mantel ............................................. Paul and Iris Berman 
Eric Steinbach ........................................ Paul and Iris Berman 
 
Jeffrey Turtletaub Jewish Music Library Fund  
In Memory Of .................................... From  
Ida Hodes ............................................... Frances Schonberger  
Herman Schonberger ............................ Frances Schonberger 
 
 Kiddush Kitty Fund 
In Honor Of ....................................... From  
The birth of Sandy and Marty  
Schwemer's great grandchild  ............... Ken and Carol Bernstein  
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THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP 

Richard  B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Diplomate  American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics 

 
Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C 

Nurse Practitioner  
 

 225 May St., Suite E, Edison 732-661-2020 H
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Sales Phone: 732-548-9191 
Fax Phone: 732-548-9759 
 
 
 
 
 
Discounted 
Sales & Service 

Service Phone: 
732-548-9394 

 
 
 
 
 

551 Middlesex Ave 
Metuchen, NJ 

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAI

Commercial Litigation, Collections & Bankruptcy 
Nationwide 

SAMUEL & JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER & GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 2209 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES The Miller 

Ballroom 

at Neve Shalom 

732-548-2238 

President 

CENTRAL TRAVEL 
FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

ANN FRANK 

TEL (908) 486-0430 

FAX (908) 486-4190 

email centraltravelnj@att.net 

ALAN B. GOLDBERG, D.D.S., LLC 
 

MEDIPLEX, SUITE 303 
98 JAMES STREET 
EDISON, NJ  08820 

 
  

TEL (732) 494-7767 
FAX (732) 494-6240 

COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE

  

212-290-2630  

Cosmetic & Restorative  
Dentistry 

 

DAVID FRECHTMAN, D.M.D 
 

TEL: (732) 548-8600 
MEDIPLEX SUITE 303 

98 JAMES STREET 
EDISON, NJ  08820 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity 
of the Jewish soul and we uphold and 

maintain reverence for the Jewish 
tradition 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Sansone Auto Network 
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