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I  am not one for adventurous vacations. Safa-
ris, mountain climbing, navigating rapids, are 

gladly left to some of you who enjoy that kind of 
challenge. Give me a comfortable hotel and an 
interesting city any time. This past summer, 
though, willy nilly, I got a heart dose of adven-
ture. And I learned something about life. 
 Here's what happened,….At the beginning 
of July I participated for two weeks in my favor-
ite study at the Hartman Institute in Jerusalem – 
two weeks with 200 rabbis - of all flavors. I 
learned Jewish texts, listening to lectures from 
outstanding scholars on those texts. Nothing 
could be more un-adventuresome than that, 
right! But wait. The subject of the seminar was 
'war and peace in Judaism'. Little did I know this 
would include a laboratory! 
 Towards the end of my stay, rockets from 
Gaza were aimed at Israel, including Jerusalem.  
Sirens erupted, and I was instructed where to 
find a bomb shelter. There I learned the modern 
application of the biblical word 
'miklat' ...refuge…which in contemporary He-
brew means 'bomb shelter.' Part one of an un-
adventuresome study seminar! 
 At the end of August, I finally relaxed as I 
tagged along on an academic conference with 
my wife in San Francisco. I had never visited that 
city and Northern California. What could be 
better then a nice hotel, tasty food, and fasci-
nating sites in a quasi-European city? I did not 
anticipate living through an earthquake, but 
learned quickly when one erupted during my 
stay. I did not expect that the earthquake would 
be in Napa Valley just a few miles to the north of 
my hotel and a 6.3 magnitude (full disclosure, 
the quake occurred at 3 am and although others 
in the hotel remarked how their beds rolled and 
walls shook, I slept through the whole thing! I 
guess that is what is meant by 'rolling with the 
punches.') so much for part two of an un-
adventuresome vacation. 
 I also learned something important about 
the difference between warning systems in Jeru-

Congregant in  URGENT 
Need of a Kidney Transplant! 
 
 Del Du-Bois is in dire need of a 
kidney transplant! Del lost one kidney 
46 years ago from polycystic kidney 
disease. He has been managing with his 
remaining kidney ever since. Recently, 
his condition has worsened and the 
continuing growths of cysts are severe-
ly impacting the function of this kidney.  
 Time is of the essence so we are 
reaching out to as many Neve Shalom 
congregants and their respective fami-
lies as we can. Please help us by 
spreading the word to your families, 
friends, co-workers, and any groups 
you or they are affiliated with. The 
more people we reach the greater the 
probability we can find a suitable kid-
ney donor. 
 If you want to be a donor or know 
of any potential candidates, please 
have them contact Del’s transplant 
coordinator, at Robert Wood Johnson 
Kidney Transplant Center at 732-253-
3699 and follow the prompts for the 
living donor program. Please say this is 
regarding Del Du-Bois. Thank you very 
much. 
 Barbara Du-Bois and family  
 732- 981-1096   

salem as compared to those in San Francisco. In 
Jerusalem, a siren gave me 30 seconds to find 
shelter, whether I was in my apartment building 
in, a nice cream parlor, or in the street. In San 
Francisco the scientists have not yet figured out 
an early warning system. Mine was actually an 
email from our good friend, congregant Harold 
Geller — after I had slept through the earth-
quake — asking me in the morning (the time in 
San Francisco is three hours earlier than in New 
Jersey) "Rabbi how did you do with the earth-
quake?” That was the first I knew about it. 
 So what did I learn from this un-
adventuresome vacation?  I learned about per-
spective.  What was simply annoying and a 
nuisance to me was very serious for others. 
Both the quake in San Francisco and rockets in 
Israel interfered a bit with my schedule, but 
residents around me in both places suffered 
serious physical injury and property damage.  
 I also learned that it is all the timing and 
location — what we call mazel.   I also learned 
how to regard those who have less mazel from 
mazel of being in the right place at the right 
time. The person who is blessed with mazel 
should not use that good fortune to insulate 
himself from those who do not share it. 
 So much for an adventure-less vacation 
which brings inadvertent adventure and good 
and bad mazel.  
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Notes from the Hazzan 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

IN MEMORIAM 

Rose Turtletaub 

Our member 

 

Howard Maltby 
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Leonard Goldman 

Father of Eric Goldman 
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Do We Still Need Synagogues? 

I  think the holidays and holy days of this 
month show that we very much still need 

synagogues. While many people are con-
necting with each other through Facebook or 
sharing family photos with Instagram, the 
personal connections that we get by meeting 
face to face and being in the same space at the 
same time are healthy, important and vital.  
 A recent article in Newsweek presented 
the idea that computers allow us to be more 
mobile. People can tele-commute or easily 
connect on-line with their former high school 
friends. They no longer need to live near their 
friends or places of business. While I enjoy 
sharing many articles, ideas, photos and videos 
on Facebook and seeing what old friends are 
doing, actually shaking hands or eating with 
people, singing together or having face to face 
(rather than tele-conference) meetings can be 
much more important. 
 These early weeks of October, we have 
many opportunities to gather with friends, 
family and neighbors in shul. There is great 
power in hundreds of people praying together 
on Yom Kippur that is very different from read-
ing the machzor by yourself. Having a meal 
with friends in your sukkah or a larger gather-
ing with the Men’s Club, Nursery or Hebrew 
School families, Hebrew High friends or others 
in the synagogue sukkah is much more satisfy-
ing than looking at sukkah pictures on-line.  

 Singing and Dancing with Torah scrolls on 
Simchat Torah and enjoying the annual stuffed 
cabbage lunch at Neve Shalom is definitely 
more enjoyable than looking at videos of other 
people dancing with their Torahs.  
 There will be a Shabbat Family Dinner on 
Chol Hamoed Sukkot and a Tot service for 
families with younger children on Saturday, 
October 11. There will be children’s services 
every Shabbat morning. I promise these are 
worth attending and can help build skills for 
children to lead prayers but also give more 
opportunities for the kids to connect with each 
other. A family trip to the Jewish Children’s 
Museum with many hands-on activities, which 
we will do October 26, is very different than 
learning those same facts with Google or Wik-
ipedia. While you can watch cable news to 
hear brief reports about the upcoming mid-
term elections, Professor Gerald Pomper, who 
is an expert, can provide more depth, context 
and answers to your questions when he speaks 
on Friday night October 24. The JAVA Nagila 
program on October 19 will enable Hebrew 
School parents to eat and talk and bond with 
each other. 
 I think technology can enable us to do 
many wonderful things and I hope you can find 
time to also go off-line to be able to pray, sing, 
eat, dance, travel, study and connect with our 
kehilla (community) at Neve Shalom. Chag 
sameach and happy new year.   



Neve Shalom Bulletin October 2014 

3 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

FAMILY SHABBAT DINNER 
Our first Family Shabbat evening 
service and dinner will be October 
10. The dinner will be at 6:00 pm and 
the service at 7:00 pm. More details 

will follow of how these meals will be prepared 
and sponsored.  
 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
Every Saturday morning there will be Children’s Services with grades K-
6 starting at 10:15 am and ending at 11:45 am when the children come 
into the sanctuary to receive candy and lead “Ein Kelohenu”. Gift cards 
can be earned, raffle prizes won, snacks enjoyed.  Discussions, stories, 
games, activities and prayers are all part of each Saturday morning. 
Four times during the year there will be special Family Services on 
Shabbat morning usually followed by After-Shul Fun.  The first will be 
November 22. Four other times there will be special tot services for 
younger kids.  The first will be Saturday, October 11. Please encourage 
your children to participate as often as they can. 
 

SUKKOT LUNCH 
Sunday, October 12 we invite you to bring a dairy lunch for your family. 
The shul will provide drinks and cookies. We will eat in the sukkah, 
weather permitting, and hear a story, have a discussion and learn some 
blessings.   
 

PIZZA IN THE HUT 
On Tuesday, October 14 at 6:00 pm 
7th grade and Hebrew High will enjoy 
kosher pizza in the sukkah. There is 
no additional charge for those stu-
dents. Parents and other students 
who wish to join us need to order 
slices in advance at $2.50 per slice. 
Soda and cookies will be provided.  
 

SIMCHAT TORAH 
On Thursday evening October 16 our annual Simchat Torah celebra-
tions will be held in the ballroom. Children can carry flags or toy To-
rahs.  Parents can dance with the large Torah scrolls and everyone can 
sing and parade around the shul. Children will receive candy for the 
final march around and also receive a special aliyah (honor) to the To-
rah. The service starts at 6:45 pm with the dancing beginning at 7:00 
pm.  
 

JAVA NAGILA 
October 19 will be our first Java Nagila of the season. It starts at 9:00 
am with free refreshments.  Each session will feature a discussion of 
interest and import to our parents. The topic of the October session 
will be announced. 
 

TRIP 
Thanks to a grant from Federation of Greater Middlesex County we are 
able to take a bus trip to the Jewish Children’s Museum in Brooklyn. 
The cost per person is $17 which includes the bus, admission to the 
museum and a kosher lunch of chicken nuggets, hot dogs, hamburgers 
or veggie burgers, French fries and drinks. Check the school reminders 
for the permission slip and lunch selections. Parents are welcome to 
join us and have a great time learning about mitzvot and other Jewish 
values. There will be hands-on exhibits, a game show, an arts project 
and lots of fun. 

Hebrew School  
News 

Nursery School 
News By Martha Mack, Director 

T 
he school year has begun and in September our classrooms 
were filled with the sounds of the shofar blowing and the 
sweet smells and tastes of apples and honey. We wish all of 

our friends at Neve Shalom a happy and sweet new year!  This 
month we created unique decorations for the sukkah and will cele-
brate together with our families.  Everyone will enjoy “Pizza in the 
Hut”! 
 We would like to invite the entire congregation to help us in 
our “Boxtops for Education” fundraising project.  On many of your 
everyday grocery items there is a “Boxtops for Education” logo that 
can be clipped and brought in to one of our two collection enve-
lopes in either the Nursery School office or the synagogue office.  
Each boxtop is worth ten cents and believe it or not, they add up 
quickly.  Over the years Neve Shalom Nursery School has received 
almost $650 from this program.  We are asking everyone to please 
help us by bringing in your boxtops.  We thank you in advance for 
your participation. 
 If you are a young family looking for inventive and creative 
ways to bring either the holidays or Jewish values into your home, 
please join us once a month for our “My Jewish Journey” program!  
One Sunday morning a month there is a one hour program (11:00 
am – 12:00 noon) designed specifically for young Jewish families to 
learn, interact, and create together!  We explore Jewish holidays 
and values through art, music, cooking, storytelling, games, and 
activities designed specifically for you and your preschool-aged chil-
dren).   
 This year we have both a flourishing “Mommy & Me” and "Just 
Me" program!  “Mommy & Me” meets on Mondays from 10:00 – 
11:00 am for infants from 12 – 18 months and their parents/
caregivers. Our “Just Me” program meets on Mondays and/or 
Wednesdays from 9:15 am - 11:15 am for the 2 to 2-1/2 year old 
crowd.   
 If you, or someone that you know, is interested in either of 
these programs or in attending our nursery school please feel free to 
have them contact Martha Mack, Nursery School Director at 732- 
548-2238,  ext 17, to arrange for a personal tour of the facility. 
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 
Neve Shalom would like to 
thank the following people 
for chanting Torah in the 
month of August:   
 T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Ronald Becker ...............24 
Jake Bullock ...................1 
Andrea Colby .................1 
Lawrence Dombrow ......5 
Michael Friederwitzer ...9 
Eric Goldman .................3 
Rosalie Green ................2 
Bruce Greenberg ...........5 
Jonathan Greenberg......1 
Rena Kallman ................1 
Sidney Krane .................1 
Milton Miller .................1 
Barbara Osofsky ............2 
Mark Rosenfield ............24 
Michele Rosenfield ........17 
Daniel Rushefsky ...........1 
Cathy Salamon ..............1 
Brett Schildkraut ...........2 
David Schildkraut ..........T 1 
Stacey Sern ....................1 
Jennine Shpigel .............1 
Yehuda Shpigel ..............1 
Martin Slutzky ...............1 
Natalie Smith .................1 
Barbara Spack ...............1 
Eric Steinbach ................T 1 
Allen Stern .....................1 
Stephen Traum ..............7 
 
Haftarah 
Jake Bullock 
Andrea Colby 
Sam Gilbert 
Rachel Greenberg 
Leonard Smith 
Natalie Smith 
Barbara Spack 
 
Ashrei 
Maya Kushner ...............JR 

Adult Ed News

October 
Birthdays 

 
Join us on Shabbat on  

October 4 as we celebrate the 
following birthdays with a    

special blessing from the  Rabbi 
and cupcakes at lunch! 

 
Lev Bitterman 

Matthew Lifton 
Francine Lipschutz 

Nate Schilowitz 
Jacob Weiss 

 

 

 
 
 
 

W e have planned another 
outstanding year of Adult 

Education classes, events, speak-
ers, films and musical programs. 

Our fall semester classes all begin in October im-
mediately after the High Holidays. You can still 
register by sending your form into the office. 
Forms can be found on the NeveShalom.net web-
site.  
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
 Our first Gilbert and Claudie Hayat guest 
speaker of the season will be on Friday, October 
24 at the 7:00 pm service.  Gerald Pomper is 
Board of Governors Professor of Political Science 
at the Eagleton Institute of Politics of Rutgers Uni-
versity (Emeritus). A specialist in American elec-
tions and politics, he is the author or editor of 
nineteen books. Educated at Columbia and Prince-
ton, Dr. Pomper also has been a Fulbright or vis-
iting professor at Tel-Aviv University, Oxford, and 
Australian National University, and held the first 
Tip O'Neill Chair in Public Life at Northeastern 
University. He has been honored for career 
achievement by the American Political Science 
Association and has served as an expert witness 
on campaign finance, reapportionment, and politi-
cal party regulation. At Rutgers for over forty 
years, he was chairman of the University and Liv-
ingston College political science departments. He 
will be speaking about the upcoming “mid-term 
elections” and will certainly offer amazing back-
ground and insight. Refreshments will be served 
and question will be answered. 
 

CLASSES 
 Rabbi Zelizer’s fall course will study the Old 
Testament. He will discuss concepts of God as 
Deity of War, understanding violence (both na-
tionally and individually) such as Abraham and the 
Akeda and wiping out of the Canaanites and other 
fascinating topics. The course meets on Sundays 
at 10:00 am beginning October 26. 
 The Hazzan will teach a course on Thursday 
evenings, starting October 23 on Torah Trop. This 
is for people who can read Hebrew but would like 
to learn the melodies for chanting Torah on Shab-
bat. 
 Bruce Greenberg will again teach an inter-
mediate Hebrew reading course on Mondays 
starting October 27. This is geared to people who 
know the letters of the Hebrew alphabet but 
would like to read prayers faster. 
 Steve Gross will lead discussions at his home 
on Wednesday evenings starting October 22 in 
English on the  79 sugyot (topics) every Jew should 
know.  

 Please register in advance for these clas-
ses so we can guarantee that they will take 
place.  
 
SCHOLAR-OF-RESIDENCE 
 As the kick-off event of the year cele-
brating Rabbi Zelizer, our Scholar will be Rab-
bi Gerald L. Zelizer. On November 1 he will 
speak about “The Conservative Rabbi:  Yester-
day, Today and Tomorrow”.   A catered lunch-
eon will be held prior to the afternoon talk for 
which reservations are required (there is no 
“free kiddush” that day.) We hope that many 
people will be Benefactors of the Scholar 
event which will enable us to rename future 
Scholar-in-Residence speakers in honor of 
Rabbi Zelizer.  
 

IDF Film 
 Together with Beth Mordecai, the JCC 
and Temple Emanu-El, Neve Shalom is co-
sponsoring an important event which will be 
held at the JCC on Sunday November 2 at 
3:00 pm. A film about Yoni Netanyahu will be 
shown and an Israeli soldier will share his 
personal experiences. Funds will be raised to 
benefit the Friends of Israeli Defense Forces 
and we hope the entire community will join 
to support this important cause. 
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S imchat Torah is one of the most 
joyous of the Jewish holidays 

during which we complete the    
annual cycle of Torah readings by 
reading the end of Deuteronomy 
and we begin a new cycle by     
reading the beginning of Genesis.  
The celebration includes hakafot 
(marching around with the Torahs), 
singing and dancing.  Aliyot are 
offered to the entire congregation 
and children are called as a group 
for a special aliyah.   
 The aliyot for the last portion of 
Deuteronomy and the first portion 
of Genesis are considered great 
honors.  This year, at the evening 
service on Thursday, October 16 
and at the morning service on     
Friday, October 17, we will honor 
Dan Hirsch and Martha Mack.   
 Please join us at services to 
honor the Torah and these           
individuals who have made          
significant contributions to our   
synagogue community.   

W ould you be-
lieve that this 

year on Simchat To-
rah we are honoring 
a person whose hero 
is Mickey Mouse and 
who, with his family, 
has visited Disney 
World ten times? 
These facts offer a 
glimpse into the 
wholesome and jovial life of Dan Hirsch.  
 Dan grew up in Niagara Falls, NY where 
his family was actively involved in their local 
synagogue. In a relatively small Jewish com-
munity, being part of a small synagogue obli-
gated the members to perform lots of hands-
on tasks. This was valuable guidance and in-
spiration to his future life. He attended The 
State University of New York at Albany where 
he met his wife-to-be Debra and soon re-

F or Simchat 
Torah 5775, 

Neve Shalom is 
pleased to honor 
Martha Mack as 
Kallat Bereshit.  
Martha and her 
husband, Ken, 
have been mem-
bers of Neve Sha-
lom since 1998.   Both of their children, Joey 
and Hayley, grew up and made b'nai mitz-
vah in our congregation.  In addition to 
being an active member and participant at 
Neve Shalom, Martha’s professional life is 
focused here as well.  She is the Nursery 
School Director, and as such, a designer and 
driving force behind our efforts to offer as 
many great services to our youngest com-
munity members as possible. 
 Martha feels strongly that “people 
gravitate toward things that ‘float their 
boat’ when searching for community.”  
Martha’s joy has always been music and 
young people, and as such, she has found 
her niche at Neve Shalom where music and 
song preside.  She and her family are active 
participants in Friday Night Family services 
and in the Purim Spiel each year.  For many 
years, Martha has treated us to her beauti-
ful voice  while singing with the Neve Sha-
lom choir. Martha has also enjoyed co-
starring in our synagogue plays and musi-
cals reviews. 
 Martha undertook a huge task two 
years ago when she updated our Neve Sha-
lom Membership Directory.  Living in as 
mobile and connected a society as we do, 
there are many address, phone and email 
updates and additions to each member 
entry.  As always, Martha completed this 
assignment with determination and a warm 
smile. 
 One of Martha’s biggest volunteer shul 
activities is the Annual Neve Shalom Auc-
tion, which she co-chairs with Hope Ser-
ratelli.  Martha’s voice fills with excitement 
when she discusses the new changes in 
store for auction goers this year.  Clearly, a 
lot of energy, thought and passion go into 
organizing one of the synagogue’s largest 
fundraisers!   
 It is precisely this passion that shines in 
all of Martha’s involvement around the 
synagogue.  She feels personally the benefit 
and importance of our community, saying 
that at Neve Shalom, “there is a little bit of 
everything for everyone,” and all of her 
activities here reflect her desire to share 
this community with others. 
 We wish Martha a hearty mazel tov on 
this well-deserved honor! 

Simchat Torah Honors 
ceived his J.D. degree at Indiana University. 
He has been practicing law for the past 23 
years---mostly in the area of malpractice in-
surance. Dan’s connection to Neve Shalom 
began in 1997, a few years after he and Debra 
moved to Metuchen. In the 17 years since 
that “connection” he has endeared himself to 
many congregants by his mild-mannered style 
and his willingness to take on tasks and pro-
jects which provide almost no visibility. He 
found a great source of friends in the Men’s 
Club where he has taken on several roles in-
cluding the coordinator of Touchdowns and 
Torah sessions as well as being the current 
Executive Vice President. His own initiative 
prompted him to become the synagogue “fix-
it” guy as well as its special “techie”. Often-
times he can be seen walking the synagogue 
corridors with his battery-powered drill in 
hand. The only day that this is not likely to 
happen is Shabbat when Dan and Debra enjoy 
services. 
 Dan’s service to the synagogue quickly 
moved into the areas of governance and ad-
ministrative support. He was elected to serve 
as the Recording Secretary and he currently 
serves as the Membership Vice President. He 
has been a valuable member of several com-
mittees---House, Finance, Long-Range Plan-
ning, Membership and he currently co-chairs 
the committee planning the year’s activities to 
honor Rabbi Zelizer’s impending retirement. 
 He has been intensively involved in the 
installation of the new ShulCloud program 
which serves a variety of office functions and 
he is forming a new Communications Com-
mittee. Much of what Dan accomplishes takes 
place “behind the scenes” and he seeks no 
spotlight or recognition for the tasks he regu-
larly performs. His sense of dedication has 
also led him to the civic community in Metu-
chen where he serves on the Planning Board 
and the Environmental Commission. 
 Dan is blessed to have a supportive fami-
ly. His wife Debra is a teacher in our Nursery 
School and a valuable member of the Rabbinic 
Search Committee. Daughters Elyssa (now at 
Hofstra) and Rachel (a junior at Metuchen 
High School) have grown up at Neve Shalom 
where they often read Torah. 
 In selecting Dan as this year’s honoree 
we have become aware of how dedicated and 
devoted he is to Neve Shalom---extending 
himself quietly in a wide variety of ways. It is 
this feature of his character that has guided 
us to honor him as our 2014 Chatan Torah. 
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T his past year has been one of the most amaz-
ing years of my life. I have met new people, 

made new connections, experienced new things, 
but most importantly lived in and learned about 
the Jewish homeland of Israel. Heading into the 
year I had no idea what I was getting into, but it 
didn’t take long to figure it out. I was going away 
to get some freedom, to have a chance to live on 
my own, to make some memories, and most im-
portantly figure out what my place was to be in 
Judaism. The only place that I could do all of these 
things was Israel.  
          It started off with something called “FOMO,” 
which stands for Fear of Missing Out. I had to do 
everything, go everywhere and meet everyone. 

There were simply too many things to do and accomplish, with too little time. It took 
some time to realize it wasn’t just like going to school or even on a summer program; 
I was living in Israel! To visit somewhere and experience the culture is one thing; it is 
a completely different thing to live there and be part of it and contribute to it.  
 On my program, “Nativ,” the year was divided into two semesters. During first 
semester I lived in Jerusalem and attended Hebrew University. I took classes ranging 
from Talmud, to Hebrew, to even advertising. Studying at Hebrew University was a 
once in a lifetime experience. I had the opportunity to study in the International 
School with students from Australia, London, and many other places. The quality of 
the teaching was also impeccable. Although the title of my track first semester was 
“Hebrew University,” a lot of it was about the life outside, on the streets of Jerusa-
lem. Whether it was a simple trip to Ben Yehudah Street or the shuk, or a spiritual 
journey walking through the streets on the Old City, I felt at home wherever I went.  
 It was great to be able to live in Jerusalem, the epicenter of all religious life in 
Judaism. Having been there for the holidays of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, 
and of course Shabbat, I was able to experience many different types and atmos-
pheres for praying at a wide variety of shuls, including “Chovevai Sion”, “Shira 
Chadasha,” “Rozz’s Minyan,” and of course at the Kotel. On Simchat Torah I went to 
the Kotel and had an amazing experience dancing and singing with hundreds of Jews. 
The best part was that in such a small area there were dozens of smaller minyanim. 
My friends and I went “Minyan Jumping,” trying to get the most out of the experi-
ence. Every Shabbat I was able to find this passion and sense of community. Even 
during second semester, when I did not live in Jerusalem but in a northern city called 
Karmiel, I was able to find this feeling. Nevertheless, I was only able to find the same 
intensity of first semester while celebrating holidays like Purim, Passover, Yom 
HaZikaron and Yom HaAtzmaut.  
 Second semester was completely different from the first. The focus of the sec-
ond semester was volunteering. I lived in the city of Karmiel and worked as a volun-
teer EMT for Magen David Adom, as well as at a food bank called “Pitchon Lev.” As an 
EMT I was given the opportunity to affect peoples’ lives in a way I never have been 
able to before. I performed CPR, helped with victims of stabbing and strokes, and 
went to the occasional lonely old person who wants someone to talk to. I also per-
fected my Hebrew on the job at a rapid pace, while working eight to sixteen hour 
shifts. At the food pantry, the staff truly felt like a family. At the end of each week we 
got to see the smiling faces of the families of those who needed food. In addition to 
the volunteering I also learned a lot about living on my own. I lived in my own apart-
ment with two other friends, one of whom was also a volunteer with Magen David 
Adom. I cooked, cleaned, and learned to live with others. I also had many opportuni-
ties to travel on my own and with my friends on the weekends. We often went camp-
ing and got to see the true beauty of the country.  
 Looking back on the year I realize how much I’ve grown. It was an amazing, once 
in a lifetime experience. I look forward to being able to share my newly found 
knowledge with our youth and other congregants. I would now like to thank the Susy 
Schwartz Memorial Fund. Without the help of the fund and those who administer it, 
none of this would have been possible. It is a great fund that has helped so many 
congregants go to Israel after their b'nai mitzvah, and will help even more in the fu-
ture.  

Nativ:   
Immersion. 

Growth. 
Experience. 

By Micah Lubow 

O n Saturday, 
October 25, 

Mathias Garb, the 
son of Abigail and 
David Garb, will be 
called to the Torah 
as a bar mitzvah.        
Many relatives and 
friends will be cele-
brating with Mathias 

on his special day, including his sister Shaina, 
Grandma Beryl Garb from Monroe Town-
ship, NJ, and Abuelo (Grandpa) Willy Labendz 
from Monroe Township, NJ.  
 Mathias is in the 7th grade at Herbert 
Hoover Middle School in Edison, where 
his favorite subjects are Science and Math. 
 He plays soccer in the Edison United In-
tercounty League, and, in his spare time, he 
reports, “I play percussion instruments and I 
am a gamer. I have become an expert at the 
online game ‘Wizard 101’ and I also started 
to play ‘Guild Wars 2’. I hope to do some-
thing in computer game creation when I get 
older.” 
 In his travels, Mathias has visited NY, PA, 
Ocean City in MD, Disney World and West 
Palm Beach in FL, and Wildwood, NJ. He has 
also traveled to Cancun, Mexico. 
  For his mitzvah project, Mathias tells us 
“I have chosen to collect new and used video 
games, consoles and accessories to be given 
to the Get-Well Gamers Foundation. They 
give these donated items to hospitalized chil-
dren throughout North America and Europe 
so the kids can have something that is enjoy-
able and familiar to them during their hospi-
tal stay.” 

Called to the Torah 
By Flora Cowen 
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55 Plus Club 

We are a senior social  club that meets at Congregation Neve Shalom once a 
month.  Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 22 from 1:00 to 3:00 
pm.  Our program will be the very talented “Jewbadors”.  The “Jewbadors” bring     

humor, joy and poignancy of Jewish music and culture   As always refreshments will be 
served.  Join us for an entertaining afternoon.   
 

For more information, please call Lorraine Lapidus, 732-283-0535  
55+ 
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We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund ........................  
In Honor Of ................................................ From  
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund ......................... Neve Shalom Sisterhood 
Peter Hacker, we wish you  
a speedy recovery ...................................... Elaine and Mark Goldstein 
In Memory Of ............................................ From  
Yahrzeit ...................................................... Daniel and Esta Marx 
Donald Schildkraut ..................................... Brett and Deborah Schildkraut 
Irwin Grossman .......................................... Beatrice Grossman  
Max Birnbaum ............................................ Nathan and Florence Levine 
Charles Seidner .......................................... Alan and Iris Borack  
Harvey Dultz ............................................... Davene Dultz  
Lottie Belowich ........................................... Jack and Jean Belowich 
Sadie Kramer .............................................. Rosanne Silberman and family 
Sidney Colby ............................................... Michael Colby  
Yahrzeit ...................................................... Estelle and Harold Marcus 
Yahrzeit ...................................................... Sandra Moss  
Dorothy Keller ............................................ Malvin and Susan Keller 
Gerson Felder ............................................. Edward and Randi Garber 
Harriet Felder ............................................. Edward and Randi Garber 
Yahrzeit ...................................................... Lisa Hersh-Heskes  
Hy Haberman ............................................. Kitty Haberman  
Yahrzeit ...................................................... Barry and Linda Mendelson 
Louis Mishne .............................................. Arlene Borowsky  
Ben Ginsberg .............................................. Eric and Susan Goldman 
Helen Brief ................................................. Edward and Elise Shill 
 
Ner Tamid Fun 
In Memory Of ............................................ From  
Yahrzeit ...................................................... Abbie Lieber  
Beverly Mack .............................................. Sandra Fields 
 
Susy Schwartz Memorial Fund 
In Honor Of ................................................ From  
Berenice Chadowitz,  
happy and healthy birthday ....................... Shirley Segal  
Belated mazel tov!   
We wish Rachel and Josh  
a lifetime of love and happiness!................ Susan and Ben Lass  
Eliot Spack, with love on your  
special birthday .......................................... Mindy Paris-Thurer 
 
Education Fund 
In Memory Of ............................................ From  
Gladyce Oster ............................................. Rhonda and Joel Silverman 
Neill Oster .................................................. Rhonda and Joel Silverman 
 

Youth Fund 
In Memory Of ............................................ From  
Mussie Ull................................................... Cindy and Scott Ull  
Martin Schulman ........................................ Elyse and Jeffrey Schulman 
 
Rabbi Nathan & Florence Zelizer Fund 
In Memory Of ............................................ From  
Yahrzeit ...................................................... Gail and Stan Slobodien 
 
Gershon Robinson Music and Art Fund 
In Honor Of ................................................ From  
Peter Hacker, we wish you  
a speedy recovery ...................................... Ellen and Gary Bailin 
 
Jeffrey Turtletaub Jewish Music Library Fund  
In Memory Of ............................................ From  
Rose Turtletaub .......................................... Flora Cowen  
 ................................................................... Stanley Kislin  
 ................................................................... Gloria and Jerry Engel 
 
Blood Drive in Memory of Michael Allan Thompson Fund  
In Memory Of ............................................ From  
Beverly Mack .............................................. Dorothy and Eddie Thompson 
 
Simon & Yvonne Hayat Education Fund 
In Memory Of ............................................ From  
William Berman, father of  
Deborah Berman ........................................ Michele and Joel Bassoff 
 
Max Roller Library Fund 
In Honor Of ................................................ From  
Max Roller Library Fund ............................. Neve Shalom Sisterhood 
 
Kiddush Kitty Fund 
In Honor Of ................................................ From  
Jonathan Greenberg for an  
excellent "Diving into "Davening"  
presentation ............................................... Flora Cowen  
In Memory Of ............................................ From  
Yahrzeits ..................................................... Lena Feld  
             
Tikkun Olam 
In Honor Of ................................................ From  
Thank you ................................................... Ruth Candeub  
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THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP 

Richard  B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Diplomate  American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics 

 
Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C 

Nurse Practitioner  
 

 225 May St., Suite E, Edison 732-661-2020 H
o
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Sales Phone: 732-548-9191 
Fax Phone: 732-548-9759 
 
 
 
 
 
Discounted 
Sales & Service 

Service Phone: 
732-548-9394 

 
 
 
 
 

551 Middlesex Ave 
Metuchen, NJ 

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAI

Commercial Litigation, Collections & Bankruptcy 
Nationwide 

SAMUEL & JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER & GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 2209 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES The Miller 

Ballroom 

at Neve Shalom 

732-548-2238 

President 

CENTRAL TRAVEL 
FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

ANN FRANK 

TEL (908) 486-0430 

FAX (908) 486-4190 

email centraltravelnj@att.net 

ALAN B. GOLDBERG, D.D.S., LLC 
 

MEDIPLEX, SUITE 303 
98 JAMES STREET 
EDISON, NJ  08820 

 
  

TEL (732) 494-7767 
FAX (732) 494-6240 

COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE

  

212-290-2630  

Cosmetic & Restorative  
Dentistry 

 

DAVID FRECHTMAN, D.M.D 
 

TEL: (732) 548-8600 
MEDIPLEX SUITE 303 

98 JAMES STREET 
EDISON, NJ  08820 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity 
of the Jewish soul and we uphold and 

maintain reverence for the Jewish 
tradition 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Sansone Auto Network 
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Neve Shalom 
Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 
Metuchen, NJ  08840 
732-548-2238 
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