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Rosh Hashanah Day 1 2012/5773 

A Flower Blooms from Light 

Rabbi Micah Becker-Klein 

 

Shanah tovah and gut yontif.  

 

It is good to see all of you here on this day. Standing at the precipice of one year 

to the next is a humbling place to be, between 5772 and 5773. We are blessed to 

be here on this earth, in this country, in this congregation in this place. Rosh 

Hashanah is a unique day in the Jewish calendar in that it is presented as a two-

day experience from biblical times.  

 

Today would parallel the beginning of the great sound that unfurled 

creation. As we proceed through Tuesday, imagine that we are 

watching that moment rise, peak, crest, and begin to descend. Tonight 

the light begins to be revealed anew. So I ask you to think for a 

moment, how have you bloomed this year? Where did the flower in 

your soul surprise you? Where was the light in your life? 

Remember the 70s song, “You light up my life”? What is it in this year 

that was your light? 

 

How time passes is a fascinating thing. How long is a year, and what do we 

develop as people over that year. No I’m not going to sing the song “Seasons of 
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Love” from the Broadway musical, Rent, but to ask a few questions about the 

year. What have we learned? Earned? Found? Lost? Provided? Received? 

 

The way in which we human beings perceive and relate to time is a powerful 

thing to consider. In many ways, it is hard for me to believe that my father, 

Robert Klein, of blessed memory, passed away ten years ago. I think of him often. 

It seems like yesterday. Time passes so quickly. We are here on this earth for a 

short while.  In life there are so many moments, this past week, I was struck by a 

moment of awe, a moment of realization, and this one was also not expected. 

 

I have been growing a plant for the past five years. Mostly it seemed like a green 

plant, a houseplant. Nothing unusual. It was a gift, and I was told it was a 

Hawaiian lei plant, or Plumeria, and it might take some time for it to bloom. It 

took time. I would bring this plant inside in cold weather, outside when the sun 

was just right. But it was mostly a green plant. Nothing unusual. Well, after five 

years, it bloomed. And wow, the fragrance is astounding and the flowers are just 

beautiful. I could not have even imagined what it would become. And time 

seemed to go so slowly, as if nothing was going to happen or change in the plant. 

This one plant taught me a lot about patience and creation. About how time 

passes and how we look at time. And thinking about my father and how I learned 

so much from him in this world and I am still learning from him. Sometimes it 

takes a flower unfurling in the light to see that.   

 

It is the beginning of another year, another cycle of the earth’s creation. 

Our Torah teaches us that in the first moments of creation the first part after 
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sound was light. So when we reflect from the cycles of our lives to the cycles of 

creation, the link that we can focus on is light, ohr. And to think about the 

light that we have brought into the world.  

 

Today the world is born. Hayom harat olam. Rosh Hashanah is an 

auspicious time when we take stock at where we are and who we are. 

In Hebrew this is called Heshbon Hanefesh, deep self analysis. Just as much as 

we think about who we are as individuals and community, we also know that 

there is a universe before us of which we share.  

 

Think about it, we celebrate the beginning of creation, the beginning of time. 

Today we celebrate the world with prayers such as Hayom harat olam, a Rosh 

Hashanah prayer which translates as “Today the world is born”. We not only 

recognize human life as a blessing, but the earth that sustains us as well. How 

fortunate it is indeed that this earth sustains us.  

 

In addition, we are aware that our lives need to be lived in balance in this 

world, the earth, but one planet of our solar system. We share this earth with so 

many other humans and animals, birds, plants, rocks, and trees, bacteria and 

organisms we don’t even yet know about. On Rosh Hashanah, we take the time to 

count our blessings, to see the light of the world renewed. We celebrate this 

world, both physical and spiritual. We take a pause from the workaday world 

to do something uncharacteristic in this day and age—we unplug and connect to 

one another and with ourselves. We think about this earth and our shared 

responsibilities to make it a better place.  
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Where is it then that we fit into this universe? If Rosh Hashanah celebrates a 

year, that is a cycle, one cycle of the earth going around the sun.  

 

Science tells us that earth, 4.5 billion years old, circles around the sun once a 

year. Our solar system rotates around the core of the milky way galaxy once 

every 250 million years. Our sun is one of 100 billion stars in our galaxy 

alone and our galaxy is one of perhaps 100 billion galaxies in the 

observable universe.  

 

Those of you who had the chance to see some of the photos from the recent NASA 

Mars Lander expedition perhaps saw the photo from mars with an arrow pointing 

somewhere towards North America with a caption that read, “You are here.” The 

late Jerry Garcia sang in a Grateful Dead song, “Standing on the moon...I see the 

Gulf of Mexico 

As tiny as a tear 

The coast of California 

Must be somewhere over here…” 

 

It seems we are infinitesimal, like the sands of the sea, yet we know that we are 

part of something vast. God’s love made this all possible. So yet while we may be 

aware of the limits of our lives, it is a gift and a gift of love. That song continues, 

Standing on the moon…but I’d rather be with you. Be with you. Connecting to 

one another, creating true relations, which is the inner light within; the spark of 

holiness that is within me and you and everyone.  
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Ruth Brin, American Jewish poet who passed away a few years ago writes in 

Genesis I, II 

Hail the hand that scatters space with stars, wrapped whirling worlds in 

bright blue blanket, air, 

made worlds within worlds, elements in earth, 

souls within skins, everyone a teeming universe… yet breaks all bounds 

and borders to lavish upon us, light, love, life, this trembling glory.  

 

It is to this light that we will focus today and throughout these Days of Awe.  

 

Physics, in trying to understand the universe, has come to use the big 

bang as the working theory of creation. Physics also accepts the balance of 

energy in the universe.  

 

Science and Judaism are not at odds in this way, and in many ways, the places 

where science and religious belief intersect it creates new wonder, and the sense 

of the depth of mystery grows.  True science derives its start in trying to 

understand the mystical. Albert Einstein similarly to Isaac Newton would believe 

in the mystical essence of the universe. That is one of the reasons why we include 

readings from Albert Einstein, because he articulated how that balance of 

knowledge and wonder could be found. [Einstein wrote about] religion: 'A 

religious person is devout in the sense that person has no doubt of the 

significance of those super personal objects and goals which neither require nor 

are capable of rational foundation.' Thus, according to Einstein, 'a legitimate 
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conflict between science and religion cannot exist. . . . Science without religion is 

lame, a religion without science is blind.'  

 

By his own definition, Einstein himself was a deeply spiritual person. He said, 

“The life of the individual has meaning insofar as it aids in the making of every 

living thing more noble and more beautiful. Life is sacred, that is to say, it is the 

supreme value to which all other values are subordinate. The hallowing of the 

supra-individual life brings in its train a reverence for everything spiritual—a 

particularly characteristic feature of Jewish tradition… But the Jewish tradition 

also contains something else, something which finds splendid expression in many 

of the psalms mainly a kind of intoxicated joy and amazement at the beauty and 

grandeur of the world, of which humans can just form a faint notion. This is the 

joy from which true scientific research draws its spiritual sustenance, but which 

also seems to find expression in the songs of the birds.”  

 

Science does not demystify nature or counteract religious thinking; rather we 

know that scientists recognize the amazing balance and harmony in nature. This 

does not render nature to a set of facts, but rather increases our wonder and awe 

of it.  

 

I ask myself, what is more amazing, that our Israelite ancestors believed that the 

sky is blue because it is made up of water that is suspended above us, or because 

science has helped us understand that in the color wavelengths of the suns 

spectrum, blue fluctuates at the highest frequency and therefore creates what we 

see as blue. For me the awe is still more than the mythological explanation. It is a 
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miracle that it is happening and that the laws of the universe have made it so for 

us. That there is a divine force in the universe is enough to ponder. The details 

will continue to unravel and get tangled around us.   

 

Bereshit bara elohim et hashamayiim ve’et haaretz… “When creation began, as 

God began to create heaven and earth, the earth was unformed and void, with 

darkness covering the surface of the deep and a wind from God came sweeping 

over the water.” 

 

Then God created Light, Ohr, and it was good.  

This light first mentioned on day one is not the physical light of day, for it is not 

until some 14 verses a few days later that we learn God creates Sun and moon to 

shine the difference between night and day.  

 

So what is this ohr, this primordial light? This is the energy of the universe, the 

creative force. This is that very substance of the creation and the universe, and a 

bit of it is in each of us. A bit of it is in everything. The kabbalists, Jewish mystics 

of the 16th century in Sfat Israel, called this the shattering of the sparks. Shevirat 

hakelim. Tikkun olam, repair of the world is the act of repairing the broken 

sparks of creation together. And the need for us to help  create light in our world 

is more pressing now. 

 

When we reflect this year on the places that our world has suffered 

this year because of hatred and because of fear from Wisconsin to 

Syria, from Lybia to Israel, Glasgow, Delaware and Aurora, Colorado. 
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What we need to do is to increase love and light in the world. To help 

people understand the blessings in diversity and the blessings of our world. We 

are here for a short time, a very short time, and what better legacy to create than 

that? We must not fall prey to prejudice or violence on our own to bring about a 

world sustained by love and justice. Yes we believe in the power of freedom, but 

also the responsibility it demands. We support religious diversity, but not 

the denigration of any religion. For the denigration of one religion is 

the denigration of all religions—Seikh, Christian, Muslim, Jewish, you name 

it.  We, in order to be partners in creation, are charged to find a way to 

peace within ourselves and with our fellow human beings with whom 

we share this world.  

 

So this first moment of creation, parallel to tonight, God creates the essence of 

life, life’s force, the metaphysical light. It permeates the whole world. This light is 

a balance to the darkness that is chaos and confusion that is part of our world, as 

well. Our job is to battle the darkness and to help one another, like God, to bring 

the light of our life force against the darkness. To create more light than dark, 

more happiness than sorrow and more hope than despair. And now is the time.  

 

The French philosopher Henri Bergson called this élan vital, the creative force is 

one translation, but vital energy is directly implied in the French itself. And as 

the laws of physics implies, energy is never diminished it is only transformed. 

This is within you and me and everything. It is the source of healing and life 

within. When we open ourselves to the mystery of life around us, then we become 

more aware the light of the universe, the ohr. We share it for a brief while.  
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 Our task at this time of the year in reflecting upon the creation of the universe 

and our world, is also to think about our role in it. So that just as God creates 

light, so too must we create light sometimes out of darkness.  

 

How can we bring more light into the world? That is the task that we have asked 

ourselves in so many ways on our journey through life. The prophet Micah says in 

chapter 6 verse 8, what does God ask of us? To do justice, act with loving 

kindness, and walk humbly. We do this with kindness, humility, and awe for the 

divine.  

 

The legacies of those who came before us helped establish the Jewish home that 

we share in our community. It is because of the vision and communal organizing 

that Temple Beth El has grown to the congregation we are in today. Our task is to 

continue to build true community.  There are a few stages that we can look that in 

our nearly 60-year history. The generation who established this congregation that 

set its roots on Amstel Avenue in the midst of the UD campus, to those who built 

this building in the early 1980s, and those who helped expand the religious 

school wing some 10 years later, and those who helped build the new Temko 

Memorial Youth building completed this year. What will be our next stage? How 

will we grow and evolve to our next stage? You will help bring it about. The story 

is for you to help write. We build together as a community a home that is 

welcoming, open and inclusive. A Jewish community that celebrates the 

traditions and sets new paths.  
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We are blessed to share our time in this world with one another. We are not 

granted more than that. It is a blessing then to rise to the challenge of creating a 

community of light and life, and to celebrate and honor the diversity of the world 

creation.  

 

I pray that this is a year of light, one of ohr for you. If it is the healing 

light you need, I pray that it finds you. That light of blessing and repair, the 

light of life.  If it is the light of love, I pray it finds you. If it is the light of laughter, 

learning, friendship, or family, I pray you find it. If it is the light of letting go, I 

pray you find it. If it is the light of something new, I pray you find it. Within the 

journey of life, there is light, and I pray that no matter where you are 

on your journey, that you feel the light within and around you.  

 

Or zarua latzadik, ulyishrey lev simcha. Light seeds are sown for the righteous 

and for the happy of heart. For life and for health, for happiness, and joy. 

 

Today the light begins to be revealed anew.  

Shanah tovah. Happy New Year. 


