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DAILY SERVICES
 
Mornings
Monday & Thursday........................6:45 am                    
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday........7:00 am 
Sunday Talmud Study...........................8:15 am 
Sunday Shacharit.....................................9:00 am
Evenings 
Sunday - Thursday...........................7:30 pm                              
Friday....................(see schedule) & 8:00 pm 
Saturday...............(see schedule)

Torah Study Group......................9:00 am
Torah Reading Chug...................10:15 - 11:00 am 
(twice a month, ages 9-12)     
Teen Service/Schmooze.............10:45 am 
The following are at....................11:00 am
• Torah for Tots (ages 0-4)
• Mini-Minyan (grades K-2)
• Mini-Congo (grades 3-4)
• Jr Congo (grades 5-6)
• Kadima (grades 7-8)
• Shabbat Meditation 9:30 am, first Saturday of 

every month.

SATURDAY

Friday, March 6 ...................................................5:36 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, March 7 ......................6:46 pm

Friday, March 13 .................................................6:43 pm                                                                  
Shabbat ends Saturday, March 14 ....................7:53 pm

Friday, March 20 .................................................6:51 pm                                                                   
Shabbat ends Saturday, March 21 ....................8:01 pm

Friday, March 27 .................................................6:58 pm                                                             
Shabbat ends Saturday, March 28 ....................8:08 pm

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Daily minyan as per usual Satuday am: Torah Study 
and Children’s am services as per usual 

Wednesday, March 4 – Purim
Megilah Reading - Children’s Service .................6:30 pm
Megilah Reading- Main Service ...........................7:30 pm 

Thursday, March 5 – Purim 
Shacharit and Megilah Reading ...........................6:30 am 

Friday, March 6
Early Service ...........................................................5:35 pm
Hadassah Shabbat ..................................................6:00 pm
Late Service .............................................................8:00 pm

Saturday, March 7
Shabbat Meditation ................................................9:30 am
Guest Speaker – Joseph Berger – Author of 
“Pious Ones: America’s Hasidim”.......................11:00 am
Lunch N Learn with Joseph Berger .....................12:45 pm
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................5:30 pm

Friday, March 13
Early Service ...........................................................6:00 pm
Late Service .............................................................8:00 pm

Saturday, March 14 
Scholar-In-Residence Irvin Ungar .......................11:15 am
Lunch N learn – Irvin Ungar ................................12:45 pm
 Bat Mitzvah – Madison Schuckman ...................5:30 pm 
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................6:35 pm
Havdalah speaker – Irvin Ungar .........................7:30 pm

Sunday, March 15
Scholar-In-Residence Irvin Ungar .......................1:00 pm

Friday, March 20
Early Service ...........................................................6:00 pm
Late Service  ............................................................8:00 pm

Saturday, March 21
Bar Mitzvah – Nadav Soudry ...............................9:00 am
Bat Mitzvah – Brooke Schatz ................................5:30 pm
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................6:40pm

Friday, March 27
Shabbat Spirit with Cantor Caplan ......................5:30 pm
Early Service ...........................................................6:00 pm
Late Service .............................................................8:00 pm

Saturday, March 28
Bar Mitzvah – Conner Epstein .............................5:30 pm
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................6:50 pm

CANDLE LIGHTING 
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Why Vote For MERCAZ USA?

Currently we in the midst of an 
election campaign for the World 
Zionist Congress.
The amount of funds to be 
allocated to each Jewish religious 
movement in Israel and around the 
world will be determined in accord 
with the number of votes, leading 

to the number of delegates elected to the Congress.
CAI is honored to have 4 members on the slate of 
MERCAZ USA – the Zionist Party of the Conservative/
Masorti Movement – e.g. Rabbi Steven Wernick, Rabbi 
Alan Silverstein, Ned Gladstein and Harvey Hershkowitz.
Equitable allocation of funds is essential in promoting 
Jewish identity. 
Conservative and Reform Jews, concerned about Jewish 
continuity, long for a view of Israel with which our 
children can identify.  Research indicates that our young 
people can be positively influenced by encountering 
Israel first hand. The success of Birthright programs is 
living proof of this observation.
Through Birthright, our sons and daughters benefit 
immeasurably, experiencing the pulsating vitality of a 
modern-day nation in which Jews are the majority, in 
which Hebrew is being spoken, in which Jewish holy 
days are marked as national events, and where Jewry 
and Jewish values are at play in economic, self-defense 
and cultural life.
Yet the cloud on this bright horizon of direct 
“mifgashim” [personal encounters] is young people’s 
discovery of the Israeli Government’s rejection of non-
Orthodox Judaism. 
Surveys affirm that indifference by the “State for the 
Entire Jewish People” to Conservative and Reform 
Judaism is off-putting to scores of young American 
Jews. After all, it is via their American synagogue 
culture that receptivity to Israel attachment was 
nurtured!
The challenge is hard enough in educating our young 
to counter BDS and other forms of de-legitimization 
of Israel on college campuses and within America’s 
“progressive” media outlets.  
What we do not need is to have our youth offended 
by Israel rejecting the legitimacy of their rabbis, their 
congregations, converts within their families and their 
religious approach to prayer. De-legitimization of 
Masorti/Conservative and Reform Judaism inside Israel 
poses a serious threat to the future of Jewish global 
unity!
As noted by Theodore Sasson of Brandeis University’s 
Cohen Research Center:  “respondents in.... [focus] 

groups [of American Jewish young adults] cited the 
ambiguous legal status of non-Orthodox movements 
in Israel as a reason for feeling personally alienated.” 
Among representative comments, Sasson shared the 
following : “[if I made aliya]... I don’t know where... 
I would fit in because I feel very connected to my 
[approach to the Jewish] religion and feel very much a 
part of it. But I feel I would be devalued completely in 
Israel in terms of the way I practice my religion and am 
involved in Judaism. It is alienating.”
So, – in addition to Mercaz promoting Jewish religious 
pluralism inside Israel, what is needed is to enhance the 
overt presence of CJ and Reform Judaism with which 
our young people can identify. 
To do so, we need to create “a level playing field” in 
which funding, too, reflects the image of the State of 
Israel as the state of the entire Jewish People – not just 
the Orthodox approach.
Our young people are the potential AIPAC, Israel 
Bonds, JFNA, JNF supporters of the 21st century. Their 
distancing from Israel would pose a dire threat to 
Jewish peoplehood. We need to engage them by being 
embraced by the Jewish State!
MetroWest, Chicago and other local Federations are 
pace-setters in this regard and deserve our profound 
praise. 
So, too, is JFNA stream funding to be praised. However, 
the percentage of funds given to each Stream [Modern 
Orthodox, CJ, Reform] is determined proportionately by 
votes in the WZO elections!
We can assist in this process by voting for MERCAZ 
USA [the Conservative/Masorti Zionist Party] in the 
forthcoming [January 15-April 30] election for the 
World Zionist Congress.  You can go online to www.
mercaz.org, pay the TEN DOLLAR registration fee, and 
vote MERCAZ USA.
LET ME EMPHASIZE - The World Zionist Congress 
has millions of dollars available to allocate to Jewish 
religious pluralism.
The more votes MERCAZ receives, the more funding for 
promoting Conservative/ Masorti Judaism. 
Jewish identity inside Israel is at stake. 
Jewish identity in the USA is at stake – as it is in Europe, 
Latin America, the FSU and beyond.
PLEASE VOTE for MERCAZ. Jewish continuity worldwide 
is at stake! 
With friendship,
Rabbi Alan Silverstein 

Rabbi Silverstein
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-- Cantor Joel Caplan, 973-226-3600, ext. 116, cantor@agudath.org

Greetings from Israel! 
As I write this, I've been here for a week, volunteering to help out for 18 days in a small Masorti 
(Conservative) synagogue in Be'er Sheva.  The Rabbi, Mauricio Balter, has visited our shul many 
times.  He's very energetic, coming up with lots of ideas all the time (like Rabbi Silverstein!), 
and he heads the Rabbinical Assembly of Israel (Conservative) while also being a leader in the 
international Rabbinical Assembly.  
With all this, he comes to the New York area at least a couple of times a year, and when he 
does, he often stays at our house.  He's become a family friend.
Mauricio is originally from Uruguay, and trained at the Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano, 
the Latin American Rabbinical Seminary (Conservative Movement again!) in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina.  He and his family made aliya twenty years ago, and he worked in Kiryat Bialik (a Haifa suburb) for 15 
years before coming to Be'er Sheva.  
He's a wonderful community organizer -- soup kitchen, thrift store, prison visits, work with domestic violence 
victims, at-risk teens, political protests, lots of stuff.  Several years ago, he threw me this challenge:  "Joel, when are 
you going to come help me?  I can do a lot of things for my congregation, but I can't sing, and I can't play music.  
Come help!"  
Fast forward to this past summer, when I was here in Israel on a Conservative Movement Solidarity Mission as 
the rockets were flying in from Gaza.  Our group visited this Be'er Sheva congregation and learned how they 
were dealing with tons of missiles zooming in, day after day -- how this was shattering their lives and routines, 
traumatizing their children, and how they were struggling to cope.  It was time to answer Mauricio's challenge.  I 
may not be able to help much with rocket fire, but music and prayer can lift hearts and raise morale. 
So it's taken a while, but here I am.  No more rockets now, thank God.  I'm fortunate to have the support of Rabbi 
Silverstein and Ted Eisenberg, our president.  Ted and I used the word "sabbatical" to describe this trip -- that's 
probably a bit misleading; I'm only here for 18 days.  
Speaking of that, I've been doing lots of work for CAI while I'm here.  I've made a hospital visit for one CAI family, 
driven to the airport to meet another family as they get health care in Israel (a treatment not available yet in the 
US!), and helped yet another family find a doctor here for their child, who is joining the Israeli Army.  Also:  Dana 
Ben-Avi, in our office, helped me set up my laptop and phone with different versions of Skype, so I'm still teaching 
my 25 Bar/Bat Mitzvah students each week by phone.
I also visited with our 3rd and 4th graders by Skype video to help teach them about Israel.  Thanks to Religious 
School Principal Marisa Bergman and to Dana for arranging this -- it was really a riot.  Some of you do video 
conferencing all the time, but I was impressed -- I could see all the kids' faces and call on each one when they raised 
a hand.  Questions included:
Are you going to the Western Wall?
How long was your plane flight?
What has been your favorite thing to do in Israel? 
What did you have for dinner on the plane?
Are you seeing trees in bloom for Tu Bishvat?
What did you have for breakfast on the plane?
About Be'er Sheva:  It used to be that if you said, "I'm going to Be'er Sheva," it was something like saying, "I'm going 
to Podunk, Iowa."  (Okay, I'm from Iowa, so I get to make Iowa jokes.)  Mauricio said, "Yeah, people think it's just 
camels and tents down here."  In fact, Be'er Sheva is now a city of 200,000, including the 1,000-bed Soroka Hospital, 
Ben-Gurion University's 20,000 students, a Silicon-Valley-type Technology Zone, an industrial area, new houses and 
apartments springing up, and fountains all over the place.  It's surrounded by sand and bare rock, but once you're 
inside the city, it's very easy to forget that you're in the midst of a desert.  The pioneers talked about hafrachat 
hash'mama, Making the Desert Bloom, and that has really happened here in Be'er Sheva.
So how am I helping this congregation during this visit?  I'm meeting with some of the lay people who lead their 
services, and showing them how they can improve what they do.  I'm leading many of their services while I'm here, 
and filling in for Torah Readers who are out of town.  I'm helping with their little synagogue choir, which takes me 

Cantor Caplan
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back to the days of working with (elders) Fromah Davidson, Estelle Ebert, Dave Malovany and Ollie Schneier z"l at CAI.  
I'm introducing new melodies and sharing Shabbat choir music I've arranged over the years at CAI.  I'm helping organize a 
Kiddush and Z'mirot-teaching session for English-speaking immigrants (olim) -- hey, we're a minority ethnic group here!  I'm 
also teaching multiple sessions of an Adult Education class on Friday night prayers to an enthusiastic group of immigrants 
from South America, using my high-school Spanish.  Thanks to mi profesora Pia Gutierrez, and to Phil Kruger for letting me 
borrow research materials from our CAI library!
But some things can't be predicted.  The day before I landed in Israel, there was a terrible accident in this area... A truck 
sideswiped a bus carrying Bedouin women back from a trip praying at a Jerusalem mosque, and eight of the women were 
killed.  Horrible.  So my first morning here, Mauricio said, "I'm going to go console some of these Bedouin families, to make 
the equivalent of a Shiva Visit.  Would you like to come with me?"
We drove 15 minutes out of the city, and met a dapper Bedouin man standing by his Jeep at a highway intersection.  His 
name is Sultan; he works for an organization called Shatil (Seedling), which fosters connections between Israeli Jews and 
Bedouins.  He wore a suit jacket and slacks.  I chided myself for harboring preconceived notions, but I guess a part of me 
hadn't expected a Bedouin representative to dress that way... 
Sultan led us to where one of the families was waiting.  Now, some of you may have done the Israel tourist bit of visiting a 
large Bedouin tent.  We sat in something similar, but not dressed up for tourists:  Torn plastic and canvas tarps draped over 
a seven-foot-high metal frame, like a community Sukkah, with chairs for 100 on a bare sand floor.  Twenty men sat here, 
with cups of bitter coffee -- no sugar during mourning.  The women were gathered elsewhere.  Mauricio said, "Tell us about 
your mother." "She was 79 years old.  She had 7 sons, 6 daughters, and 80 grandchildren.  [!] One of her sons was also 
killed in a highway accident, and now her...  May you never know such sorrows..."  
I whispered to Mauricio, "Might I sing Psalm 23 for them, 'The Lord is my Shepherd'?"  He said, "I don't know.  Try it!"  So I 
stood before these men, some in kaffiyehs and tunics, some in Western button-down shirts and jeans, and sang the Psalm 
as I would at a funeral at CAI.  "Even though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I fear no evil, for You are 
with me..."  Conversations halted.  They listened.  They thanked me afterward for the gift of music I had brought.  Mauricio 
said, "You made them cry..."
Talk about interfaith relations.
Thanks to all of you for letting me be here!  I'll try to share more stories; there are lots of them!  -- Cantor Joel Caplan

Video-conferencing from Israel with our 3rd and 
4th graders

At the Bedouin "Shiva," from left to right:  
Sultan, Rabbi Mauricio Balter, the grieving 
husband, and Cantor Caplan 
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Taking the Stage
We cycle through the year again. 
Not only the sun’s annual journey, 
the seasonal displays, the moon’s 
monthly phases -- but week by 
week the parsha takes us through 
the creation of the world, the 
beginnings of humanity, the 
occasion of the first Jew, the 
becoming of our people in Egypt, 
the revelation at  Sinai, the founding 

of our homeland. We are embedded in this history and this 
history is embedded in us. 

We also circle through the daily rhythm of minyan, the 
weekly spiritual retreat of Shabbat, the periodic exclamation 
marks of holidays. At the same time, we are trajectories 
toward what we will become. If we are optimists, we believe 
the arrow points toward healing … repair … perfection. So 
too we hope the Jewish people and our country trace an 
upward trajectory.

Purim again. Who shall I be this time? Not Haman, but 
how many do opt for Haman – Iago – Legree – Cain as their 
archetypes – not by donning a costume, nor by pretending 
on stage -- but by acting out real hatreds with real weapons.

I choose Mordecai.  Yet Esther seems equally valorous, and 
but for the gendering of parts, I might pick her. To play either 
role, I must imagine myself brave. While I am envisioning 
myself courageous, I think about France – not only today – 
but at the time of Dreyfus. The courage of Emile Zola -- how 
his accusations against the French authorities reclaimed the 
honor of France. When roles in that French drama are given 
out again -- I would choose Zola. But again, this question of 
courage?

In recent Torah portions, we have been grappling with the 
Exodus. We Jews were a disappointing lot – preferring to 
return to slavery, rather than face the challenge of becoming 
Israel. How cowardly! Yet courage is strikingly absent from 
the Torah. It’s all about faithfulness. When there is saving to 
be done -- because we are loyal and true -- the Lord is busy 
with it. When there is disobedience, the Lord metes out 
punishments. 

Given the clarity of reward and punishment, we need no 
courage, and not to be faithful is folly. We are instructed 
that the Lord is all powerful. He has chosen us to choose the 
light, and promised that we will inherit the earth by acceding 
to this choice. Yet we turn away – uncomprehending and 
ungrateful.

The Purim story does not fit neatly into such a world, which 
reduces all virtues to a single loyalty test (as Haman sought 
to do); where human actions do not matter in their own 
right, but only by acceding to the larger right of the divine 
will. Mordecai prevailed, and the Persian Jews survived, not 
because he obeyed a heavenly command, but because of his 
talents -- including his smarts, his courage under duress and 
his power of persuasion. Similarly, but for Esther’s courage, 
her beauty and the manipulation of the King via that beauty 
– the Jewish community would have been annihilated.  

In addition to these virtues, the strange doings of chance and 
desire steal their way into the megillah. But for the demand

of Ahasuerus -- that Vashti dance lewdly for his guests, and 
but for her prideful refusal – Esther would never have been 
in a position to display her bravery, and through her bravery, 
redeem our people. 

The Maccabees also were not content to trust their future 
solely to  faithfulness, nor was Herzl, nor Ben Gurion, nor 
the Zionist movement. Nor can we ignore the innumerable 
communities that remained faithful, but perished when 
the Nazis were neither defeated nor deterred by their 
faithfulness.  

In the annual rereading of our Torah, we are modeled into 
the archetypes of our patriarchs and matriarchs.  Even 
our names – generations of Jacobs and Rachels. We are 
tutored in humility, and for obedience by a long list of 
commandments, which have been extrapolated by our 
rabbinic tradition into many more thou shalls and thou shall 
nots.  We are advised to be strong by overcoming ourselves. 
There is much wisdom in the compassionate and humble 
community towards which this lesson plan leads.

Yet the absence of heroism in our seminal text is keenly 
felt, not only today, but in prior generations, when we have 
needed to contend with powerful adversity; when the 
virtue of faithfulness was insufficient to protect our families, 
our lives.  If we read beyond the Five Books of Moses, we 
encounter glimpses of a more human-centered world – as 
in the Purim account, when free will is invoked not simply in 
the choice to obey or disobey divine commands, but in the 
broader sense in which courage becomes meaningful.

That is why Purim’s modeling of our children to play 
significant roles in our ongoing drama (not to be bystanders, 
not to be indifferent) is so important. Purim  tells how 
genocide was averted because Mordecai and Esther made 
use of the opportunities life afforded them with courage and 
ingenuity.  It is a primer for grappling with the formidable 
challenges we face today.

I return to Zola. In junior high school, I did a report on the 
Dreyfus affair.  I was extremely upset by what I learned of 
France’s treatment of Jews and shared this concern with 
my father. He told me that anti-Semitism was rampant 
throughout Europe. What was different in France, he 
explained, was that it had a Zola, who risked his career, his 
reputation, his finances -- and some believe lost his life – due 
to his public accusation and outcry for justice. It was Zola 
who made the Dreyfus Affair an Affair. 

These days, when I engage in my recurrent search for Zolas 
to mold myself, I seize upon the Prime Minister of France, 
who declared that France would not be France without its 
Jews. Or I stop in homage to the prosecutor in Argentina, 
who was found dead the day before he was to bring an 
indictment against the Argentine President for a conspiracy -- 
to cover-up Iran’s role in the bombing of a Jewish Center -- in 
exchange for oil.

Each Purim provides us with an opportunity to consider what 
roles we play, what roles we set before our children. And 
to understand – despite all the complexities of our modern 
world – all the systems, technologies, organizations – all the 
laws, rules and regulations – all the alarms and panic buttons 
– all the police and guards and courts of law – all the anti-
bullying initiatives, domestic violence task forces and codes 
of conduct -- how important it is to be brave.

F
R

O
M

 T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T

Ted Eisenberg
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HARRIET SEPINWALL: PROVIDING FOR THE SHUL SHE LOVES 
THROUGH A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY 

This past December, Harriet Sepinwall became one of the very 
first CAI Legacy Circle members when she established a Charitable 
Gift Annuity (CGA) to benefit the CAI Endowment Fund. Harriet’s 
decision to fund a CGA was inspired by her commitment to the 
future of CAI, as she so beautifully explained. 

“I wanted to support Agudath Israel because it has provided a 
special home for me,” Harriet said. “My legacy gift is something 
that I can do to help ensure that the synagogue will be able to 
continue to involve and inspire Jews in our community of all ages, 
now and for the future.”

Harriet’s desire to support all that CAI has to offer is motivated by all that she has gained through her years as a member here.  
Since she joined the shul with her family, Harriet has built a circle of friends who have supported her throughout her times 
of joy and sorrow. She benefits spiritually, emotionally and socially from her connections here. She attends Shabbat services 
regularly and participates in many of our shul’s Adult Education programs, which brings tremendous fulfillment to her life. 

 “I love going to synagogue. The Jewish teaching of Tikkun Olam, being G-d’s partner in repairing the world, resonates with 
me, and makes Judaism relevant in my life,” she said. “I am grateful to Rabbi Silverstein and Cantor Caplan, and for Shabbat 
services, invited speakers, and the programs I attend at Agudath Israel. I am also grateful for my Agudath Israel friends as they 
continually inspire what I do in my personal and professional life.”

Harriet was motivated to join the CAI Legacy Circle after she heard Legacy Team Chair Esther Kartus speak at a Shabbat morning 
service this past August. After considering the various options available to her and consulting with her accountant and financial 
advisor, she decided that establishing a CGA would best fit her own personal financial situation while allowing her to make a 
meaningful contribution to CAI’s future. 

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES: THE BASICS

The CAI Legacy Circle recognizes those caring members who have committed to a legacy gift to Congregation Agudath Israel. 
Legacy gifts include: outright bequests, life insurance policies, charitable remainder trusts, and charitable gift annuities. 

A CGA – the option, Harriet Sepinwall selected – can be a terrific way to supplement your retirement income while providing 
for CAI’s future. A CGA is created through a simple contract between the donor and the non-profit organization. In the case of 
CAI, the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater MetroWest is supporting CAI by managing the administration of our CGAs 
and is helping facilitate the contract process. 

A CGA is created in exchange for cash or marketable securities. If you decide to use appreciated assets to fund a gift annuity, no 
capital gains taxes are due when the securities are contributed. CGAs are particularly attractive because they tend to pay higher 
interest rates than many other investment alternatives.

A CGA provides the donor and/or another designated beneficiary with fixed, guaranteed income for life, paid out quarterly. 
The interest rate is determined actuarially, based on the age of the income recipient at the time when the CGA is created. 
When the CGA is established, you will receive an immediate income tax charitable deduction. When the income beneficiary or 
beneficiaries pass away, CAI will receive a meaningful legacy gift to benefit our Endowment Fund. 

If you would like to learn about the legacy options available – including CGAs – so YOU can join the CAI Legacy Circle, please 
contact me at 973-226-3600, ext. 113 or via email at pgoldstein@agudath.org.

CAI LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBERS

We express our deepest gratitude to the following devoted members who have already demonstrated their commitment to 
CAI’s future by joining the recently established CAI Legacy Circle. 

Pamela Goldstein

Phyllis and Barry Bochner

Susie and Gary Botwinick

Cantor Joel and Nancy Caplan

Greta and Ira Cohen

Karen and Ted Eisenberg

Linda and Leslie Elfenbein

Joyce and Steven Fichtenbaum

Robert E. Friedman, in memory of Alfred and Sheila Friedman

Cindy and Neil Goldstein

Natalie James

Esther and Harry Kartus

Amy and Bill Lipsey

Michele and Larry Raiken

Ronna and Rob Scheckman

Harriet Sepinwall

Rabbi Alan Silverstein

Bea and Nat Taubenfeld

Susan Werk
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March begins with the topsy-turvy holiday of Purim and
ends with the anticipation of Passover. For me, all the

preparations for Pesach — planning curriculum for the religious
school, organizing workshops to help people create meaningful
seders, and making arrangements for the annual Women’s Seder,
not to mention all the cleaning, shopping, and planning in my
personal life — is just as meaningful as the actual celebration.

Contributing to this is the insight and wisdom I received on
enhancing meaning during holiday preparations and at the
seder from Creating Lively Passover Seders by David Arnow.
Here is something to think about from the book:

The Haggadah tells us that “in every generation, each individ-
ual should feel as though he or she had gone out of Egypt.” On
one level, that means we should relive the journey from slav-
ery to freedom so that we neither take our freedom for granted
nor lose hope in our ongoing struggles against oppression. But
beneath this — and this would be Rav’s view — the Haggadah
cautions us to remember our ancestors’ spiritual missteps so
that we can better direct our own journeys.

Our journeys mark the progress of our efforts to live lives of
ultimate purpose and meaning. Each stage of life presents us
with particular challenges, so what feels “ultimate” at one stage
of life may feel trivial at another. Phases of the journey focus on

different themes: personal identity,
interpersonal relationships, love,
work, vulnerability. And sometimes,
the journey focuses on our search for
closeness to the Great One of Being.
Here we consider the story of the Exo-
dus as a metaphor for our own spiri-
tual journeys. We’ll look at some of

the milestones along the journey and at
the significance of the fact that the
Bible attributes humanity’s first song to
the Israelites after they cross the Red
Sea. We conclude with a note about the
spiritual journey’s ultimate goal.

Before you begin, consider the fol-
lowing questions:
• The Haggadah tells us that “in every

generation, each individual should
feel as though he or she had gone out
of Egypt.” If you think of the Exodus
as a personal journey, where are you
trying to leave and where do you
want to go?

• The Bible says that the paschal sacrifice was to be
b’chipazon, “hurriedly,” “in a rush” (Exodus 12:11) because
that was the manner in which the Israelites left Egypt
(Deuteronomy 16:3). When is it good to rush? When is it bad
to rush? In your life, where and why are you rushing?

• Is your destination a state that you think you could ever
reach? How would you know whether you had arrived?

• Have you ever felt as if you had a glimpse of your destination
or a taste of what it would feel like to be there?

• To what extent is your journey shared with oth-
ers? Is there an element of your journey that
you must experience alone?

Have a meaningful
Passover preparation and
celebration!

B’Shalom,
Susan Werk

Educational Director

Meaning in anticipation

Torah P i l lar
EVERY AGE & EVERY STAGE OF JEWISH LEARNING

Pesach is April 3-11
First seder: 

Friday, April 3

Tuesday, March 10, 7:45-9 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 31, 7:45-9 p.m.
Passover Workshops for Adults —
New ideas for leading the seder
with Susan Werk 

Preparing for Passover

If you would like advice on new Haggadahs, 
creative ideas for your seder, or any other 
information regarding Passover, 
contact Susan Werk at swerk@agudath.org.

Sunday, March 8, 9:15 a.m.
History of Passover & lessons 
to bring to the seder,
with Susan Werk 

Thursday, March 19, 7:45 p.m.
Annual Women’s Seder
Cost: $10 RSVP: robinson@agudath.org

March 4-5

Special dates

Sunday, March 1
Purim Carnival, 11 a.m.

Wednesday, March 4
Religious School closed, erev Purim
ECC/primary family Purim service, 6:30 p.m.
Purim service, Megillah reading, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, March 13
Shabbat in PJs and Sweats, 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 19
Annual Women’s Seder, 7:45 p.m.
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Join in 
this joyous 

intergenerational 
gathering.

Rosh Hodesh Women’s Group

Annual Women’s Seder
Thursday, March 19, 7:45 p.m.

�
Torah Pillar: Every Age and Every Stage of Jewish Learning

Programs for all Agudath Israel day school and religious school students and adults

Early Childhood Center
Sunday, March 1: Al Galgalim, 10 a.m.
Sunday, March 1: Purim Carnival, 11 a.m.
Wednesday, March 4: ECC/Primary Family Purim Service, 

6:30 p.m.
Friday, March 13: Shabbat in PJs, 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 29: Kindergarten Night for fours’ parents, 7 p.m.

Primary (Kindergarten-Second Grade)
Sunday, March 1: Purim Carnival, 11 a.m.
Wednesday, March 4: Religious School closed, erev Purim
Wednesday, March 4: ECC/Primary Family Purim Service, 

6:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 8: Kindergarten Breakfast Buddies, First Grade

Fans, Second Grade Stars, 9:15 a.m.
Friday, March 13: Shabbat in Sweats, 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 15: Chaverim Event, 9:30 a.m.

Elementary School (Third-Fifth Grade)
Sunday, March 1: Purim Carnival, 11 a.m.
Tuesday, March 3: Pre-Purim program, 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 4: Religious School closed, erev Purim
Wednesday, March 4: ECC/Primary Family Purim Service, 

6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 4: Purim Service, Megillah reading, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 14: Torah Chug, 10:15 a.m.
Saturday, March 28: Torah Chug, 10:15 a.m.

Middle School (Sixth-Eighth Grade)
Wednesday, March 4: Religious School closed, erev Purim
Wednesday, March 4: Purim service, Megillah reading, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 8: Spark, 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, March 14: Torah Chug, 10:15 a.m.
Sunday, March 15: Sixth-grade wimple project, 11 a.m.
Sunday, March 22: Spark, 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, March 28: Torah Chug, 10:15 a.m.

Teens (Ninth-Twelfth Grade)
Wednesdays are Teen Nights at Agudath Israel:

Pizza & Shmooze, TAC, Current Issues, Israel, Art, etc.
Wednesday, March 4: Religious School closed, erev Purim
Wednesday, March 4: Purim service, Megillah reading, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 7: USY regional junior-senior prom, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, March 11: Teen program, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, March 18: Teen program, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, March 25: Teen program, 6 p.m.

Adults
Saturday, March 7: Shabbat services guest speaker Joseph Berger,

author of The Pious Ones
Adult Learners’ Service, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, March 8: History of Passover and lessons to bring to

seder with Susan Werk, 9:15 a.m.
Tuesday, March 10: Passover workshop for adult leaders with

Susan Werk, 7:45 p.m.
Wednesday, March 11: The Outrageous Sophie Tucker, 

Michael and Barbara Erlichman Film Series, 7:45 p.m.
Friday, March 13: Dinner with scholar-in-residence Irvin Unger

teaching about artist Arthur Szyk, followed by service and 
lecture, 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 14: Lunch and learn, scholar-in-residence 
Irvin Unger teaching about artist Arthur Szyk, 11 a.m.

Sunday, March 15: Scholar-in-residence Irvin Unger teaching
about artist Arthur Szyk, 10 a.m.

Navigating the siddur with Susan Werk, 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, March 19: Women’s Seder, 7:45 p.m.
Sunday, March 22: Jewish Culture Pre-Pesach Tour with 

Jeff Altman, 2 p.m.
Wednesday, March 25: Shmoozin’ with Susan, 7:30 p.m. 

(off premises)
Thursday, March 26: Little Failure by Gary Shteyngart, 

CAI Book Club, 11:45 a.m.
Tuesday, March 31: Passover workshop for adult leaders 

with Susan Werk, 7:45 p.m.

Cost: $10
RSVP: robinson@agudath.org 

(Put “Women’s Seder” in subject line) 

Exploring the insular world of the Hasidim—their origins,
beliefs, and struggles—and the social and political implications
of their expanding presence in America. From intense sectarian
politics to the conflicts over social issues and gender roles, The
Pious Ones shows how the fabric of hasidic life is threatened
by internal fissures and exposure to the wider world. 

Veteran New York Times journalist 
Joseph Berger

presents his latest book, ʻThe Pious Onesʼ
Saturday, March 7

11 a.m. during Shabbat services and at kiddush lunch & learn



CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

PAGE 10

A
D

U
L

T
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N

Adult Education March 2015!

Dr. Michael and Barbara Erlichman present the screening of the film
BESA: THE PROMISE

Save the Date: Sunday, May 3, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
A question and answer discussion will follow the film and speakers. 

Guest Speakers:   
His Excellency Ferit Hoxha, the Permanent Representative of Albania to the 
United Nations; Ms. Majlinda Myrto, Muslim Albanian-American, Executive 

Director of The Eye Contact Foundation             

Discussion lead by: Rabbi Alan Silverstein
The film is based on the story of how Albanian Muslims provided shelter for thousands 
of Jewish refugees from Germany, Austria, and Bulgaria during WWII, while invoking the 
ancient moral code of besa (a vow to care for anyone facing danger). Many people in 
this small country, including Muslims, Catholics, and Orthodox Christians, sheltered, hid, 
and protected Jews from occupying German troops. 
This story follows two characters who are major people in the telling of an extraordinary 
story of bravery and courage in Albania during WWII. The stories are uncovered by 
Rexhep Hoxha, a Muslim-Albanian storekeeper, and Norman Gershman, a Jewish American photographer. BESA: The 
Promise follows the quest of Hoxha, an Albanian whose Muslim father sheltered a Jewish family during WWII. As the 
Nazi occupation of Albania grew increasingly brutal and dangerous, Rexhep’s father helped a Jewish family escape, 
promising to hide and protect a set of sacred Hebrew texts until they could safely be returned. But at the end of the 
war, Albania fell under communist dictatorship so bleak that no communication was allowed with the outside world. 
The promise to return the book became Rexhep’s promise he made to his dying father - to get the books back to the 
Jewish family. 
This is only one story, but others are equally compelling. The American photographer, Gershman, traveled to Albania, 
documenting Muslims who rescued Jews in WWII and who offered to help Hoxha find this one Jewish family. The film 
uncovers so many truths yet to be acknowledged, if not for the fortitude, perseverance, and determination of the 
filmmaker and photographer. Thus, a movie filled with intrigue, compassion, historical discovery, and most of all, a 
message of hope for today’s world, where interfaith friendship, compassion, and honorable actions prevail. This film 
bridges generations, and religions…uniting fathers and sons…Muslims, Christians, and Jews. 

Movie: THE OUTRAGEOUS SOPHIE TUCKER
March 11 at 7:30 pm Coffee 7:45 pm Movie Start
Before Mae West, Bette Midler, Madonna and lady Gaga, Sophie 
Tucker enchanted her audiences with her bold, bawdy, and 
brassy style. This documentary covers the early days of this iconic 
vaudeville superstar's career. The film uses Tucker's 400-plus recently 
discovered personal scrapbooks to retrace her 60-year show-biz 
career. The Last of the Red Hot Mamas," Tucker was born to  an 
orthodox Jewish family. Join us on March 11th to find out how this 
girl became one of Anmerica's most notable performers and a great 
philanthropist to Israel. 
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Jewish Culture Tour/Pre-Pesach Tour with Jeff Altman of Timeline Touring
Sunday, March 22, 2:00 – 5:00 pm; Cost: $30
1.  A tour of a matzo bakery where matzos are produced entirely by hand as in centuries past - and then 
shipped and distributed world wide
2.  A visit to the Living Torah Museum, which features a collection of hands-on artifacts dating back to Biblical 
times
3.  A visit to a Scribe who will explain his craft and the art of Torah, tefillin and mezuzah writing
The tour will also include some walking through the neighborhood with discussion of other topics such as 
mikvah (ritual immersion), shatnez (the prohibition of wearing both wool and linen in one garment and the 
testing of fabrics for this), shtreimels (the distinctive fur hat of chasidim), shechita (ritual slaughter) and more.
The tour goes rain or shine and will be led by our favorite NYC Jewish tour guide, Jeffrey Altman of Timeline 
Touring.
Please RSVP to Lori Fuchs-Meyers at lafm111@verizon.net and send payment into the CAI main office by 
March 8. Make checks payable to CAI. Reservations will only be held if accompanied by payment. This tour is 
non-refundable

Don’t miss this incredible World Music event!

Save the Date:
Sunday, April 19, 2015, at 3:00 pm

On Sunday afternoon, April 19, the Gerard Edery Trio will preform! They are an incredible 
group for Jewish world music: stunning guitar work, Persian saz, bass and Middle 
Eastern oud. Born in Casablanca and raised in Paris and New York City, Gerard Edery has 
a remarkable range of ethnic folk styles and traditions from around the world.  His rich 
baritone, masterful guitar style and profound audience rapport create an unforgettable 
experience. You will be thrilled by the group’s unique musical arrangements of folk and 
popular songs from around the world.

Saturday, March 7, 11:00 am
Scholar-In-Residence weekend with author 

Joseph Berger
 

Joseph Berger has been a New York Times 
reporter, columnist, and editor for 30 years 
and is the author of three books. He will be 

talking about his book Pious Ones: The World 
of Hasidim and Their Battles with America. 

Following services there will be a Lunch and 
Learn with Joseph Berger.
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Purim is here and I can’t wait! Purim is the holiday in which we celebrate the victory over 
the hated Haman and his posse. I have incredible memories of Purim from my childhood of 
dressing in unique costumes, making and eating yummy hamentashen and participating in 
the synagogue Purimspiel. Purim is a holiday of being silly and fun! I want to encourage your 
family in celebrating this holiday!
1. Join us on March 4 at 6:30 pm for the children’s Megillah reading or 7:30 pm for the adult 
reading.
2. Make hamentashen at home with this recipe!
Ingredients: 

Directions: Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease cookie sheets. In a large bowl, beat the eggs and sugar until light 
and fluffy. Stir in the oil, vanilla and orange juice. Combine the flour and baking powder; stir into the batter to form 
a stiff dough. If dough is not stiff enough to roll out, stir in more flour. On a lightly floured surface, roll dough out 
to 1/4 inch in thickness. Cut into circles using a cookie cutter or the rim of a drinking glass. Place cookies 2 inches 
apart onto the prepared cookie sheets. Spoon about 2 teaspoons of preserves into the center of each one. Pinch 
the edges to form three corners. Bake for 12 to 15 minutes or until lightly browned. Allow cookies to cool for 1 
minute on the cookie sheet before removing to wire racks to cool completely.
3. Give tzedakah to a charity of your choice.
4. Create mishlo’ach manot for your neighbors. These are baskets filled with yummy goodies! Or you can speak to 
Cantor Caplan about participating in the synagogue program.
5. Share a festive meal with your family and friends. 
6. TAKE PICTURES AND SEND THEM TO EDUCATION@AGUDATH.ORG FOR A SPECIAL PRIZE!
CHAG SAMEACH!

Religious School 
Principal
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Marisa Bergman
3 eggs
1 cup sugar
¾ cup vegetable oil
2 ½ teaspoons vanilla 
extract
½ cup orange juice

5 ½ cups flour
1 tablespoon baking 
powder
1 cup fruit preserve
1 cup chocolate chips

SPARK is an ongoing commitment to community service as part of an expression of Jewish 
identity, the opportunity to learn from our elderly population, and to be an important part of 
someone's life. (No cost, but donations are welcomed!)
"I love SPARK because it's a genuine volunteer program where the teens want to interact and engage 
with the residents. The Spark volunteers take on leadership roles and they don't need to be instructed 
step-by-step. With Abby's guidance, they know how to lead an activity and encourage the seniors to 
get involved. They spend time one on one talking about their lives, reading magazines, and playing 
chess. As a group, they organize heated games of balloon badminton as well as thinking activities like 
"Word-in-a-Word."  I enjoy watching the teens turn into young adults as their level of confidence and 
leadership skills grow."
Sandra, Activity Assistant at Sunrise Assisted Living
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Shabbat Meditation - Begin Shabbat in Stillness
Saturday, March 7, 9:30 - 10:45 am

(First Saturday of every month through June)
Shabbat is the time for quieting, stepping back from the hectic

workday world, and entering a time of peacefulness and
communion with nature and spirit. Begin your Shabbat with

meditation on four Saturday mornings this year. You will feel a 
sense of peace, tranquility, and awareness that will enhance your

Shabbat experience.

There are so many events and programs 
every week here at CAI. While some of 
these will peak your interest and others 
may not, the ability to pick and choose 
what speaks to you is a benefit of the 
extensive programing offered by CAI for all 
ages and stages. 
We don’t want you to miss a thing!
The CAI office utilizes many modes of 

communication to keep you informed 
of events and programs taking place in our congregational 
community. These include:
• The CAI website:  www.agudath.org.  
• The Voice – Our monthly bulletin with information on all 

things CAI. (Also available online.)
• The Tuesday e-blast provides the most up-to-date 

information on the current and upcoming week.  If you only 
want to read one email to keep in the know, this is it.

• The Shabbat Shalom – All of the information you need 
for Shabbat and the weekend, including the week’s Torah 
portion and events. The e-mail version is sent on Friday 
afternoons with the hard copy handed out at Shabbat 
services.

• What’s in the Werks – Discover the various offerings for all 
ages and stages from our Education Department.  

• There are email communications for the ECC and Religious 
School, as well as specific lists for shiva notices, young 
professionals, Rabbi Silverstein’s weekly message, USY and 
more. 

If you are interested in being added to any of our communication 
lists, simply call the office and let us know. We want to ensure 
you receive all the news and information you want. 
Now you know, and we look forward to seeing you at an 
upcoming event!

Meryl McCusker
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Tu B’Shvat at the ECC 
 

All of the children were immersed in the study of trees and all growing things 
around us in conjunction with the celebration of Tu B'shvat - the birthday of the 
trees. 
 

 
Building with “tree blocks”; exploring trees; painting trees 

 

In our classrooms children have been painting with different parts of the tree, 
building wood sculptures, sprouting seeds, exploring different fruits, making paper, 
creating bird feeders and a host of other activities. 
 

 
Painting trees at the easel; Pinecone investigation with the Essex County Environmental Center 

 
Our Tu B'shvat seders included a sing-along and tasting many different fruits 
together. Much thanks to all the parents who came in to make fruit platters  
and set up for these events. 
 

 
3s stretching like trees; 4s examining the result when you add purple grape juice to white grape 

juice 
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As the Zeller Family 
Synagogue Social Worker I 
am excited and challenged 
by this congregation every 
day.  The calls that I get 
from you asking for help 
run the gamut.  Here are 
just some of the questions  
you all have asked me over 
the past THREE years since 

I have been here.  Please 
keep them coming!

Q) I am retired and interested in finding some 
volunteer opportunities in my community. Can you 
help me?
A) RSVP Center of Essex County is a 
comprehensive community service organization 
sponsored by JFS MetroWest designed to mobilize 
members of the community who are 55+ to give 
back to their own neighborhoods in Essex County 
through volunteer services.  
IT’S A GREAT WAY TO:  Participate in meaningful, 
challenging, and interesting volunteer 
opportunities; meet new people and make new 
friends; learn new skills or share current abilities 
with others; receive free supplemental accident, 
liability, and automobile insurance while traveling 

to and from volunteer assignments and attend an annual 
recognition event.
Q) I think I might be entitled to some government 
entitlements but I don’t know what they are or what the 
eligibility requirements are. Can you help me?
A) Absolutely!  I am familiar with the various government 
entitlements such as Medicare, Medicaid, Supplemental 
Social Security Disability and the SNAP program.  If you 
need my assistance I am here to help and navigate this 
complex process for you.
Q) My aging mother lives alone and my sister and I are 
worried she might need some support.  We both live out of 
state so we are not familiar with the services.  How can you 
help us help our mother?
A) As your synagogue social worker I work very closely with 
our congregational nurse Karen Frank.  We can talk with 
you to discuss your concerns and we can visit your mother 
to help assess the situation.  Fortunately, JFS MetroWest 
has an outstanding program called Care Consultation, 

which is a FREE telephone-based program designed to 
serve family caregivers as well as the care receivers.  Care 
Consultation is both standardized and personalized, 
focusing on the unique needs of each family.  The program 
provides ongoing support and helps find solutions to meet 
your needs, adjust to changes, or plan for the future.  
Q) We just moved to the area and we have a three year old 
with autism. We feel very overwhelmed and we are not 
sure what services are available in the community.  Can you 
help direct us?
A) We are very fortunate to live in the MetroWest 
community where we have outstanding services through 
MetroWest ABLE.  MetroWest ABLE is a network of 
community leaders and professionals who work together 
to advocate for and support individuals and families 
with special needs.  Some of the programs offered in the 
community are:  parent support groups, programs on how 
to advocate for your child in the schools, preparing special 
needs trusts, accessing case management services through 
the Department of Developmental Disabilities and many 
more.  I can help connect you to these services and many 
others.
Q) I am very upset about my husband’s loss of job and I 
don’t know what to do.  We are worried about our finances 
and he doesn’t know how to go about finding a new job.  
How can you help us?
A) I would be happy to set up an appointment with you to 
discuss the issues concerning you and causing you to feel 
upset.  It may be that you could benefit from a couple of 
counseling sessions that we can set up in the privacy of 
my office here at Agudath.  In addition, if your husband 
would like some help with his employment search I can 
assist with that, too.  Did you know that Jewish Vocational 
Services offers at no fee to Jewish residents of MetroWest 
counseling services provide assistance in organizing a 
job search, writing resumes and cover letters, improving 
interview techniques, and developing networking contacts?  
My office hours are Mondays and Wednesdays 9am-2pm 
but I can always be reached at 973-226-3600 x143 or 
mjacobs@agudath.org.  Thank you for helping to make 
these past three years so valuable and rewarding.  It has 
really been amazing.
Missy Jacobs, LCSW
Zeller Family Synagogue Social Worker
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Missy Jacobs

Upcoming Community Events and Happenings:
Wednesday, March 18, 6:30 pm at Pediatric Potentials, Livingston

Navigating The School System and Advocating For Your Child with Special Needs
Presented by Dina Cagliostro, PhD, Presenter.  Free and Open to the Public. Please contact Cami to RSVP at 973-535-5010

Thursday, March 19, 7:00 pm at Liberty Middle School, 1 Kelly Drive, West Orange, NJ 
When You Worry About the Child You Love:  A parent’s worry can lead to hope when you learn more about your child’s

emotional and learning challenges.  
Presenter: Dr. Edward Hallowell, M.D., Ed.D.  To register, contact Sylvia Heller at 973-765-9050 x1708
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Second Annual Super Bowl Shabbat Recap 

With over 140 people in attendance, our Super Bowl Shabbat “tailgate” 
dinner and family-friendly Shabbat service on Friday, January 30th, was 
a HUGE SUCCESS!   All appreciated a relaxed atmosphere and casual 
attire of sport jerseys and jeans. We celebrated with fun food (wings, 
hamburgers, hot dogs, hoagies, tater tots, beer, wine) and the children 
enjoyed playing games in the adjoining Social Hall.  Since it was Shabbat 
we could not take pictures, but many will attest to the fact that all had a 
good time! 
Mazel tov to the winners of the Super Bowl pool: 
Raymond Family, Clements Family and Haase-Rosenberg Family 
Thank you to our chairperson Rachel Davis.  She thought of every detail 
to make the night a true success.  In addition, thank you to Membership 
Chair Debbie Rosen, Zhava Cohen and to the Education Department 
and Membership Committee for supporting this event.  

Keep your eyes peeled for the Third Annual Super Bowl Shabbat on Friday, February 5th, 2016!

CAI's World Jewry Committee is pleased to share the news that Jules Gutin will again be leading an adult trip to 
Poland. For further information, see Rabbi Richard Hammerman or Rabbi David Saltzman. 

Poland Seminar & Eastern Europe for Adults
USY has sponsored trips to Israel and Europe since 1956. Over 25 years ago USY launched its highly successful Israel 
Pilgrimage/Poland Seminar, followed by other European options a few years later. For many years parents of USY 
participants asked us to plan similar trips to Poland and Eastern Europe for adults. In response to those requests we 
launched our USY Poland Seminar for Adults in 2013. This year in addition to the Poland trip we are also offering a 
trip to Budapest and Prague, which can be combined with the week in Poland or as a separate trip. Our itinerary and 
programming is similar to that of the programs we run for high school and college students. Our primary emphasis is 
on sites of Jewish interest, focusing on the rich Jewish history of the countries we visit. In Poland, in particular (but 
also in Budapest and Prague) that is combined with a special focus on the Holocaust period. The details below include 
six different options, with the price for each, followed by additional information about the trips, including tentative 
itineraries.

Poland Seminar: July 6-14
• Option 1 – Poland Package with round trip flights from JFK – $3595 based on double occupancy (single   
 supplement $345); Specific flight information appears in the Tentative Itinerary
• Option 2 – Poland land package without flights -$2595 based on double occupancy (single supplement $345)
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CAI Cocktail Party at Caldwell Flowerland
Saturday, January 24

Young CAI parents enjoyed a fun, relaxing evening out at the CAI Cocktail 
Party at Caldwell Flowerland on Bloomfield Avenue.  The event was 
chaired by Ari and Becky Berman, Dorie Eisenstein and Mandi Perlmutter.  
Thanks to them and their strong committee, registration was sold out 
within the first week, with over 100 people in attendance.  The energy and 
enthusiasm during the evening was infectious.  People had the chance to 
spend quality time with friends and meet new people as well.  Thanks to 
the chair people and committee for a wonderful CAI community event. 
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March 2015

Please join us at the Adult Senior Lounge for exercise, social, cultural, and educational 
experiences with a wonderfully welcoming group of individuals.  The group usually meets 
twice a week: Mondays and Thursdays from 11:45 am – 2:00 pm for exercise led by Tami 
Rager and Melissa Schaffer, followed by lunch and programing.  
**We will continue to have our Thursday meetings at Crane’s Mill (459 Passaic Ave. West 
Caldwell, NJ).  Timing will be the same, just at a different location.  We are looking forward to 
this very exciting move!**

We also take trips, which are sometimes scheduled on different days of the week.  Our main goal is to keep 
you healthy, happy and actively involved.  We try to include a variety of programs to expose our members to a 
multitude of experiences throughout the year.  
Note that our Congregational Nurse, Karen Frank, will set aside time to meet with you individually each month at 
noon, on scheduled days.  If you should need her services for yourself or a loved one, please speak to Arielle or 
Karen.  You can leave a message at the synagogue at 226-3600 ext. 119 for Arielle, or ext. 141 for Karen. 

Our March programs include:

Monday, March 2   
Hirshhorn Lecture: Fred Schnitzer – “Still Laughing”

Thursday, March 5 (at Crane’s Mill)
Purim Concert At JCC Metrowest – Sonia Kurland Concert

“500 Club”
$6 member/$12 Guest

Monday, March 9
Children from Agudath Israel’s Early Childhood Center will join us for a Purim Celebration

Thursday, March 12 (at Crane’s Mill)
Hirshhorn Lecture – Carol Simon

“Bridge Builders in Petticoats”: Emily Warren Roebling and the Brooklyn Bridge

Monday, March 16 
Debbie Schapiro will lead a current events discussion 

Thursday, March 19 (at Crane’s Mill) 
Sharon Hammerman will talk to the group about her recent trip to Cuba

*Nurse Karen Frank will have office hours 12:30pm-1:00pm*

Monday, March 23
Movie Day

Thursday, March 26
TBA

Monday, March 30 
Passover Seder at JCC Metrowest

Arielle Kay
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Karen Frank

As many of you know, I offered “Wise Aging” groups for many 
years at CAI. We have talked about “Getting Through the 
Change,” “Issues in a Woman’s Life,” “Being a Caregiver,” and 
“Healthy Aging.” Many of you participated in one or more of 
these workshops, and it has been gratifying to have you come 
along on this journey of growing older as gracefully and vitally 
as possible.
This week I had the privilege to work with IJS, Institute for 
Jewish Spirituality, in launching their new curriculum in Wise 
Aging to 36 future facilitators in Kansas City and environs. They 
are publishing a new book, written by Linda Thal and Rabbi 
Rachel Cowan, along with the curriculum, and it will make for a 
rich and wonderful series. Teaching this new material together 
with Linda and Rachel provided my own excitement to bring it to our community. 
Please let me know if you might be interested in forming an eight-session group for both men 
and women who are motivated to age wisely.

Karen Frank

CAI is a proud community sponsor for the following film at the 
JCC Jewish Film Festival. 

 
The film will be preceded by a luncheon and 
discussion by Susan Werk. 
For questions and to make a reservation, please  
contact Debbie Lurie at 973-226-3600 x118 or 
dlurie@agudath.org.
3/18 Matinee 12:30 pm Advanced Style  
72 mins – documentary - 2014  (USA)

A Film by Lina Plioplyte and Ari Seth Cohen
Based on Ari Seth Cohen’s famed blog of the same name, this film paints intimate and 
colorful portraits of independent, stylish women aged 62 to 95 who are challenging 
conventional ideas about beauty, aging, and Western culture’s increasing obsession with 
youth.
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Through February 5. We gratefully acknowledge all who generously support Congregation Agudath Israel’s many programs 
by remembering and honoring friends and loved ones.  Donations can be made on our website, www.agudath.org, or by send-
ing a check to the synagogue office.  Please call or email Allison Robinson, Member Services Assistant, at 973-226-3600 x110 or  
donations@agudath.org, if you have any questions.

In memory of Karen Eisenberg’s mother, 
Martha Rogoff
•  Susan and Steven Greenbaum

In memory of Judy Zeller’s mother, Annette 
Roth

•  Susan and Steven Greenbaum
•  Marianne and Mary Ribley

In memory of Shara Alter’s grandmother
•  Rachel Blender

In memory of Michelle Zeman and Allyson 
Speier’s father, Walter Zeman

•  Amy Minkoff
•  Peter and Linda Nelson
•  Noelle and David Rips
•  Debbie and Stuart Rabner
•  Hilary and Howard Rabner
•  Lynda and Craig Brown
•  Esther and Harry Kartus
•  Anita and Ed Finkel
•  Joyce and Lee Gladstein
•  Amy and Bill Lipsey

In memory of Alan Karp’s father, Jules Karp
•  Blanche and Irwin Lerner

In memory of Stuart Zlotnik’s father, Milton 
Zlotnik

•  Sharon and Aaron Glauberg
•  Elaine and Stuart Berger

In memory of Leslie Gurland’s brother and 
Jilana Dellal’s stepbrother, Kenneth Rogers

•  Noelle and David Rips
•  Bruce and Tracey Goldstein

In memory of Claire Akselrad’s mother-in-law, 
Rachel Akselrad

•  The Kartus Family
•  Anita and Ed Finkel
•  Amy and Bill Lipsey

In honor of Paul Shapiro’s birthday
•  David and Jill Feder

The Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

In memory of Jilana Dellal’s stepbrother, 
Kenneth Rogers
•  Karen Nerlfi and Neil Schreffler

In memory of her husband, Mike Zonis
•  Lucille Zonis

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Cathi Robinson

In honor of Cantor Caplan
•  Lisa and Jason Marx

The ECC Educational Enhancement Fund

In honor of Emma and Jake Schiefelbein’s 
birthday

•  Sam Castro-Halper

Memorial Plaques
IN MEMORY OF:

•  Abraham Akselrad from his wife, 
Claire Akselrad

•  Marilyn Rappaport from her daughter, 
Lisa Malat

The Tree of Life
(Leaf)

•  Fay and Martin Novack in honor of Noelle 
and David Rips

Adult Education Fund

In honor of Derek Fields for his outstanding 
class on “What is the Talmud?”
•  Adult Education Committee

In honor of Susan Werk
•  Lucille Zonis

The Barry Rozman Technology Fund

In memory of Ariella Calmenson’s grandfa-
ther, Herbert Balin
•  Marjorie, Aliza and Tom, Avi and Dani Roz-
man

In memory of her great aunt, Edith Mishkin
•  Marjorie Rozman

In memory of Barry Rozman, husband of Marjo-
rie Rozman and father of Aliza, Avi, and Dani 
Rozman

•  Marjorie Rozman

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Marjorie Rozman and Family

In memory of Claire Akselrad’s mother-in-law, 
Rachel Akselrad

•  Margie Rozman and Family

In honor of Fae and Warren Page’s 40th an-
niversary

•  Margie, Aliza and Tom, Avi, and Dani

The CAI Religious School Scholarship Fund

In memory of Richard Waxman’s mother, Sally 
Waxman

•  Michelle and Carl Schaerf

The CAI-Susan Werk Special Fund

•  Bruce and Tracey Goldstein

The CAI Tribute Fund

In memory of Lorian Finkelstein’s sister, Eleanor
•  Cynthia Rogers and Joe Strick

In memory of Edward Smith’s father, Norman 
Smith

•  Bonnie and Steven Schwartzman

In honor of Geula Zamist and Lori Weinberg
•  Michele and Jonathan Misher

The Generation to Generation Fund

In memory of Elisa Spungen Bildner’s parents, 
Kenneth and Norma Spungen

•  Susie and Howard Bruch and Family

In memory of Leslie Gurland’s brother and 
Jilana Dellal’s stepbrother, Kenneth Rogers

•  Susie and Howard Bruch and Family

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Sue and Seth Udasin

The George & Molly Kaplan Caring Fund

In memory of Andy
•  Naomi and Gerry Eisenberger

In memory of Flo Ellen Maslow’s mother, 
Lillian Mangel
•  Naomi and Gerry Eisenberger

In memory of Claire Akselrad’s mother-in-law, 
Rachel Akselrad

•  Karen and Ted Eisenberg
•  Barry and Phyllis Bochner
•  Beth and Stuart Sackman

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Karen and Ted Eisenberg
•  Phyllis and Barry Bochner
•  Beth and Stuart Sackman
•  Edie Davidson and Mark Epstein

The Gerald Edelman Memorial Education 
Fund

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Esta Edelman

In honor of Father Anthony Randazzo
•  Esta Edelman

The Israel Committee Fund

In memory of Leslie Gurland’s brother and 
Jilana Dellal’s stepbrother, Kenneth Rogers

•  Stephanie and Alan Bonder

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Ron Ilan and Dale Karo

The Jeremy Savitz Music Education Fund

In memory of Kenneth Rogers, brother of 
Leslie Gurland and stepbrother of Jilana Dellal
•  Jilana Dellal and Paul Hoffman

In memory of Karen Eisenberg’s mother, 
Martha Rogoff
•  Art and Felice Nichols
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In memory of Judy Zeller’s mother, Annette 
Rothz

•  Art and Felice Nichols

In memory of Mary Wortreich
•  Alice Gould

The Kiddush Sponsors

In memory of Abe Akselrad and Harold 
Greenspan
•  The Akselrad Family

In honor of Sisterhood Shabbat
•  The Sisterhood

The Kiddush Contributors

In memory of Fern’s father, Arthur Daum
•  Fern and Mark Kumar

In memory of Linda’s step-father, Alfred 
Goldberg
•  Linda and Israel Majzner

In memory of her husband, Stephen Sachs
•  Renee Sachs

In memory of her parents, Laura and Max 
Wiener

•  Saundra Podell

In memory of Leah’s mother, Gail Sterman
•  The Kabrt Family

In memory of Kelly’s father, Dr. Mitchell E. Shack
•  Kelly and Jerry Lustig

In memory of Susie’s mother, Agnes Klein
•  Susie and Howard Bruch and Family

In memory of Barbara Fass
•  Melanie and Steven Glass

In memory of his father, Max Greenberg
•  Bernard Greene

In memory of Barbara Mund, mother of Michael, 
and Nathan Oscar Rosenbaum, Helaine’s uncle

•  Michael and Helaine Mund

In memory of Bonnie’s mother, Claire Pomer-
antz, and Sheldon’s mother, Leah Cytron

•  Bonnie and Sheldon Cytron

In memory of Anita’s father, John Shabel
•  Anita and Ed Finkel

In memory of Julie Ripps
•  Friends of Julie Ripps: the children of Julie 

Ripps, the Shapiro and Wieseneck families, 
Martha Jewett and Evan Marshall, Marilyn 
Rose, Felice and Art Nichols, Lori Fuchs-
Meyers and Adam Meyers, Nancy and Cantor 
Caplan, Margie and Larry Samuels, Judy and 
John Craig, Pia Gutierrez

In honor of Paul’s 80th birthday
•  Carole Shapiro

In honor of Harriet’s birthday
•  Jeffrey Rosenberg and Harriet Sepinwall

In honor of their reading Torah and the Haftorah 
Parshat Bo for the 7th time at CAI

•  Mel Berkowitz and Ken Levitt

In honor of Benjamin’s Bar Mitzvah
•  Susan Kopen

The Kiddush Fund

In memory of Karen Eisenberg’s mother, Martha 
Rogoff

•  Kelly and Jerry Lustig

In memory of her husband, Mel Silberman
•  Shoshana Silberman

The Martha and Sol Rogoff Children’s Activity 
Fund

In memory of Karen Eisenberg’s mother, Martha 
Rogoff

•  Marcia and Gerry Mohl
•  Rob Bildner and Elisa Spungen Bildner
•  Carol and Manny Morman
•  Marsha and Michael Messer
•  Lori and Jerry Solomon
•  Margie, Aliza and Tom, Avi, and Dani Rozman
•  David and Jill Feder
•  Karen Nerlfi and Neil Schreffler
•  Sara Baum
•  Gina and Philip Vinick
•  Leonard Rogoff
•  Sue and Seth Udasin
•  Paula and Jonathan Drill
•  Scott Mack
•  Gerry Gumpel
•  Susan and Franklin Gurtman
•  Carol and Arthur Rogoff

In honor of the birth of Elise and Mark Waxman’s 
grandson, Noah

•  Karen and Ted Eisenberg

The Norman and Julia Ripps Scholarship Fund 
for Summer Youth Programs

In memory of Norman Ripps
•  Linda Ripps

The Prayer Book Fund

In memory of Moshe Wolberger’s wife and 
Danielle and Gabrielle Wolberger’s mother, Jill 
Wolberger

•  Susie and Howard Bruch and Family

In honor of Paul Shapiro’s 80th birthday
•  Joyce and Lee Gladstein

The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

In memory of Karen Eisenberg’s mother, Martha 
Rogoff

•  Linda and Israel Majzner
•  Karen and Ted Eisenberg

In memory of her mother, Annette Roth
•  Judy Zeller

In memory of her husband, Mike Zonis
•  Lucille Zonis

 In memory of her father, Jules Horn
•  Maida Richlin

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Beth and Robert Daniel

In memory of her mother, Mary Wortreich
•  Lynn Vassar

In honor of Paul Shapiro’s birthday
•  Rachel and Norman Abramovitz
•  Michael and Helaine Mund
•  Andrew and Esther Dosick
•  Lael Lubing

In honor of the birth of their son, Eli Sobel
•  Eric and Melissa Sobel

The Reiser Children’s Choir Fund

In honor of Scott Reiser becoming a partner in 
his firm

•  Lila Rubin

In honor of their children and grandchildren
•  Renee and Joel Reiser

The Sylvia and Irving Gladstein Endowment for 
Jewish Education Fund

In honor of the birth of Jane and Ned Gladstein’s 
grandson, Jackson Sblendorio

•  Felice and Art Nichols

The Toby Shapiro Library Fund

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Jeanette and Harvey Hershkowitz
•  Margie and Larry Samuels

Have good news to share?  
Please let us know! 

Contact arobinson@agudath.org

Is Your Contribution Missing?

Sometimes, tributes come in after 
deadline.  
Sometimes, there is a clerical error.

Please let us know if you are looking for 
a listing, which is absent.  We will make 
sure it appears the following month.  
And we apologize for any oversights.
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• Gordon Asnis from Helane Kipnees
• Annie Baitler from Elsa Sobo
• Leonard Barall from Miriam Barall
• Dr. Scott A. Billig from Joan Billig
• Anita R. Black from David Black
• David Blender from Richard and Susan Blender
• David Blumberg from Irene Blumberg
• Harold Brooks from Karen Glaser
• Cecil Brown from Craig and Lynda Brown
• Rosemarie D. Chernack from Gilbert Chernack
• Louis Cohen from Arlene Feinberg
• Sadye Cohen from Phyllis Ellman
• Zelda Cohen from Robin Goldman
• Harold Diamond from Fonda Diamond-Levine
• Irene Edelstein from Eric Edelstein
• Anna Eisdorfer from Mac Eisdorfer
• Theodore Feinman from Sally Garson
• Shirley Feinstein from Norman Feinstein
• Dr. Andrea Fisher from Rosalie and Hy Fisher
• Ida Fishman from Sandy Fishman
• Robert Fishman from Lois Jacobs
• Ruth Freeman from Lois Dranikoff
• Felix Freiheiter from Beatrice Freiheiter
• Mary Friedman from Marvin Friedman
• Martha Fritz from Rosanne Bornstein
• Lewis Glauberg from Aaron Glauberg
• Anna Hartman from Norman A. Feinstein
• Israel Hartman from Norman A. Feinstein
• Alice Hecht from Beverly Hecht
• Ibrahim Hedvat from Nejat Hedvat
• Edward Hollander from Deena Hollander
• Ebrahim Saeed Ijadi from Manuchehr Eijadi
• David Joseph Jacobs from Judi Jacobs
• Esther Kanoff from Marcia Gurian
• Albert Kass from Selina Davidson
• Edith Konner from Dean Konner
• Minnie Kresch from Joyce and Steven 

Fichtenbaum

• Dorothy Masie from Nina Wasserman
• Edith Mishkin from Marjorie Rozman
• Mildred Murray from Sol Moglen
• Jacob Nhaisi from Victor and Jayne Nhaisi
• Marci Sue Orens from Jeffrey and Deborah 

Orens
• Lynn Beth Postal from Marcia Packer
• Beatrice Raiken from Larry and Michele Raiken
• Claire Ralph from Donna Franklin
• Leonard Rein from Alan and Sharon Rein
• Charles Remsen from Ken and Erika Remsen
• Solomon Rosen from Ken Rosen
• Barry Rozman from Marjorie, Aliza, Avi, and 

Dani Rozman
• Dorothy Ruderman from Marvin I. Ruderman
• Ivan Sachs from Etta and Froman Mehl
• Honey Sampson from Marji and Barry Nydick
• Fred Schall from Nancy and Howard Levine
• Bernard Scheinthal from Lisa Marx
• Joan Schenkel from Jim and Debby Schenkel
• Bernard Schonfeld from Sybil Preisler
• Pauline Shapiro from Roy Shapiro
• Toby Shapiro from Roy Shapiro
• Martin Samuel Sherman from Arthur Sherman
• Mel Silberman from Shoshana Silberman
• Maxine Sperling from Deborah and Jeffrey 

Orens
• Sadie Spiegel from Esta Edelman
• Clifford Charles Spiesman from Tom and Debbie 

Spiesman
• George Stave from Gail Smith
• Andrew Justin Switalski from Susan Switalski
• Samuel Taubenfeld from Nat Taubenfeld
• Mollie Trommer from Edna and Charles Stone
• Barbara Waldman from Justin Waldman
• Golda Riva Werk from Joseph Werk
• Itzchok Michael Werk from Joseph Werk
• Irving Wrozlawsky from Lisa Marx

As of February 4, 2015

Through February 4, 2015
MAZEL TOV TO: 

• Stacy and Michele Marra on the birth of their daughter, Rosalie
• Elise and Mark Waxman on the birth of their grandson, Noah 

SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF: 

• Mary Wortreich
• Kenneth Rogers, brother of Leslie Gurland and stepbrother of Jilana Dellal
• Milton Zlotnik, father of Stuart Zlotnik
• Walter Zeman, father of Michelle Zeman (Feiwus)
• Rachel Akselrad, mother of Abe Akselrad and mother-in-law to Claire Akselrad
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Dear Parents of High school 10th and 11th graders: 
We are excited to announce that Wednesday evening, March 11, we will be having a 
very special College Information Night. 10th and 11th graders and their parents are 
invited to attend this important evening program, which will begin promptly at 
8:00 pm. This informative program will help guide you through the college application 
and admission process. 
So why is this night different than the college nights my high school offers? Because we 
will be talking not just in generalities about what goes into a successful application, and 
how to navigate the process of choosing a college, and we will be doing it specifically for 
the Jewish teenager. 
Jewish teens have so much more to think about, from Kosher food to Shabbat dinners 
and even access to Jewish studies. 

We will highlight factors to be considered when choosing a college that will be most appropriate for your child’s academic, 
social, and financial profile. 
All parents will walk away with the most current listings of schools with an already incredible reputation for servicing our 
Jewish youth.
Even if you have had a child graduate from high school already, it will be important to attend this evening.
Again, the program will begin at 8:00 pm sharp and it should conclude before 9:30 pm. 
The evening will be run by our very own Gary Berger, who is also the current Chair of the Jewish Special Interest Group of 
the National Association of College Admission Counseling, and Director of College Counseling at Rae Kushner Yeshiva High 
School.
See you there!

HIGH NOTES FROM CAI’S “CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT WOMEN’S AWARENESS/SISTERHOOD SHABBAT”
Each year, with the assistance of John and Judy Craig’s gracious sponsorship, CAI highlights women in the larger 
Jewish community who have helped shape the Conservative Movement as well as many of our own women at CAI 
who are able and willing to take active roles in leading the complete Shabbat morning service, including the entire 
Torah reading. Highlighting “Conservative Movement Awareness/Sisterhood Shabbat” on January 30 and 31st, 2015, 
Judy Craig herself did a truly amazing and creative Haftorah reading.  This year, marking the thirtieth anniversary of 
women entering JTS’ Cantorial School, we aimed the spotlight on women cantors.  With Susan Werk’s assistance, 
women Cantors were illuminated brightly at Congregation Agudath Israel. We were fortunate to host the Director of 
the Cantorial school, who also serves as President of the Cantors’ Assembly, Cantor Nancy Abramson, and two of her 
students, Sarah Levine and our own Shoshi Rosenbaum. They marked this special occasion in rare style and brought 
new songs and spirit to enrich our Shabbat and enhance our souls.
This special Shabbat coincided with “Shabbat Shira,” the “Sabbath of Song,” when the Torah reading includes the  
joyous “Song of Triumph” at the Sea of Reeds. Like Miriam in the Torah, the women of CAI sang! What an amazing 
experience it was to see so many women reading Torah, having aliyot and leading the entire Friday evening and 
Shabbat morning service. Jilana Dellal and Jody Wernick coordinated all the volunteers and Karen Eisenberg 
and Debby Miller, our very able Gabbaim, kept everyone on track.  Everyone “scheped nach.” Cantor Abramson 
remarked how impressed she was by the comraderie and support that she felt and witnessed in the sanctuary 
among all the women and the entire congregation.
Both Friday night and Shabbat morning, we also heard the exquisite voices of Cantor Abramson, her students and 
Cantor Caplan during the services and in concert. Cantor Abramson provided a succinct history of women cantors 
in our movement and shared her own story of how she became one of the first women cantors. In addition, Cantor 
Abramson, Shoshi and Sarah taught new tunes for familiar prayers as well as providing insights into the prayers. 
Cantor Abramson, the head of the Cantorial school, which is a part of The Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
also teaches in the Rabbincal School. Our own Cantor Caplan has been on the faculty of the Cantorial School for 
many years. Friday night, following a very spirited concert by Cantor Abramson, Sarah, Shoshi and himself, Cantor 
Caplan reminded us that Agudath Israel’s annual Sisterhood Torah Fund Campaign supports all of the students at 
JTS. If you would like to help ensure the education of future leaders of the Conservative Movement at JTS, please 
consider joining more than forty members of CAI who have already become a Torah Fund Benefactor or Patron this 
year. For further information on how you can contribute, please be in touch with our Torah Fund co-chairs, Sharon 
Hammerman or Cindy Schechter.   
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We will do the cooking and continue our kitchen traditions during this years Purim Carnival on March 1. Walt 
Baumgardt is our lead on this and he will be organizing our crews.
March 10 - We will have an open meeting; all are invited (please email me at mensclub@agudath.org to let me 
know if you’re coming). Hear Murray Shapiro present: “300 Ways to Create an Unforgettable Seder.” Make your 
Seder supremely entertaining and educational. Murray is a great speaker and a motivated individual. I expect 
this will be a very “high energy” meeting, but we are talking about redemption so if we can’t get excited about 
that, then what can we get energized about? Please come out. There will be a short Men’s Club meeting before 
hand, but EVERYONE IS INVITED.
Sunday March 15, 9:30 am - We are making Matzo brie with the Religious School. 
Thursday March 19, 7:30 pm - March Madness at Miami Mike’s in East Hanover.  A Men’s Club night-out 
tradition - NCAA 2nd Round Basketball Tournamentbat the  Ramada Inn Hotel on Route 10 in East Hanover. If 
you are brand new to the Men’s Club and a college basketball fan, then this would be a great event because 
your first event is free, (we got this). Contact Kenny Levitt.
On a more somber note, Tuesday March 31, and Wednesday April 1 at 7:30 pm, is Yom Hashoah Candle 
Packing. Contact Gary Kabler if you haven’t been contacted already gkabler@comcast.net  to help.
Coming up in the Spring: Texas Hold‘Em Card Game Wednesday April 29.
Looking back at February we met up for a Hockey game at the Rock.The Devils Beat the Panthers and a really 
great time was enjoyed by all.

Then on Super Bowl Sunday, we 
sponsored our World Wide Wrap. 
this Men’s Club event is to help 
introduce our Religious School 
students to putting on Tefillin. 
Half a dozen members of Men’s 
Club and the Hay Class were given a 
wonderful class by Jerry. This year’s 
class produced some new questions I 
hadn’t heard before, and was a very 
educating day.
Hope to see you soon.

Mike Chiaet 
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This is an election you can’t afford to ignore. 
Israel’s character is in the balance.
This election we’re talking about isn’t taking place in Israel, but it will impact directly on what happens there 
– and on Jewish life around the world. It’s an election that has to matter to every Jew who cares about the 
Jewish state and the kind of society it will become, and whether or not all Jews will be able to live, practice, 
and pray there in keeping with their own understanding of tradition. 
In October 2015, the Zionist Congress will convene in Jerusalem to determine policy and directly influence the 
allocation of hundreds of millions of dollars for initiatives that will impact on the nature of Israel and its ties 
with world Jewry for years to come. Elections to that Congress are taking place now. 
Vote MERCAZ, the voice of conservative/Masorti Jews around the world, transforming into deed our passion 
for fashioning the Jewish state as an exemplary pluralistic and democratic society every Jew can proudly call 
home. 
The Challenge 
MERCAZ works within the World Zionist Organization and lobbies within the Knesset for the equality of all 
streams of Judaism and for a society committed to peace with its neighbors, social justice, gender equality, 
respect for its minorities, environmental sustainability, good governance, the engagement of the next 
generation in shaping the Jewish future, and the security of the State of Israel and of Jews everywhere. 
Vote MERCAZ. 
Our ability to make a difference is directly related to the size of our delegation to the Zionist Congress. 
Our Judaism. Our Israel. Our future. 

www.VoteMercaz.org

Vote Slate 2 - MERCAZ
CAI is privileged to have 4 members of our community among the MERCAZ candidates – 

Rabbi Steven Wernick, Rabbi Alan Silverstein, Ned Gladstein and Harvey Hershkowitz.
It costs $10 to register to vote, $5 for those (age 18 by June 30, 2015) to 30.  MERCAZ does not get the 

money; the money goes to the American Zionist Movement to conduct the election.

Voting can be done online, by using a computer, tablet, or smart phone; or by a paper ballot.

The election period started on January 14 and concludes on April 30.

If you have any questions, please contact Harvey Hershkowitz, phone 973-334-1872, e-mail, hshinc@aol.com.
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ANNUAL CHARITY DRIVE FOR BABY ITEMS 

 

The Early Childhood Center of Congregation Agudath Israel is partnering with    
Baby G’Moch, a charitable organization whose purpose is to collect baby items for 
distribution to Jewish families in need.  Please donate your gently used baby gear:
 

 

WHEN:  Thursday, May 7 - Tuesday, May 11 

WHERE:  Main level -- hallway between the chapel and the social hall 

 

Questions?  Need help carting your gear to CAI or need an alternate weekend 
drop-off location?  Please contact Becky at rberman@gmail.com or Arielle at 
arielle.kay@gmail.com.  Thank you so much for supporting this worthy cause! 

strollers 

car 
seats 

cribs 

toys 

high 
chairs 

pack n' 
plays 

bouncy 
seats 
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Want to learn how to make your 
seder supremely entertaining  
and educational? 
Dr. Murray Spiegel’s innovative seders were 
featured on PBS!  Hear an intriguing, humorous, 
multimedia presentation that has inspired 
unforgettable seders around the world. Novel 
ideas for your seders include music, games, 
parodies and quizzes, unusual, historic as well 
as contemporary versions of the 4 Questions, and 
connections to Jewish cultures all over the globe. 

Find out how Shakespeare,  
Donald Duck, Klingons, Lawyers,  

Phoenicians (and Jews around the world)  
say the Four Questions! 

 

About the Author: 

With a passion for Judaism, Passover  
and language, speech researcher  
Dr. Murray Spiegel has a  reputation for 
innovative seders, which were featured in 
The New York Times and filmed by PBS. 
Enjoy his infectious enthusiasm and learn 
how to make your next seder the most fun and 
interesting it’s ever been.  

Books available for purchase  
and inscription 

SPECIAL 
CAI MEN’S CLUB 

PASSOVER PROGRAM 
 

Congregation Agudath Israel 
Tuesday March 10, 2015, 7:45 pm 
RSVP: Mark Englander  
executive2@aol.com 
 

PRESENTED BY CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL MEN’S CLUB 
 

for a fun, participatory workshop  
with author Dr. Spiegel  

and make YOUR seder night... 
“Different from all other nights!” 

 

 

 

 

 

FREE – Bring a Friend! 
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REPORT FROM AROUND THE WORLD  CAI WORLD JEWRY COMMITTEE

Following its successful mission to Cuba, the World Jewry Committee is pleased to share its forthcoming plans 
fulfilling its mission of strengthening the relationship between Congregation Agudath Israel and Jewish communities 
throughout the world, especially those affiliated with the Masorti/Conservative Movement.
Forthcoming trips include:
1 May 31 - June 1, 2015 Masorti European Mission including France, UK and Hungary. We are actively pursuing an 
add on to this trip to include a pre-mission visit to the Czech Republic, led by Rabbi Hoffberg ("our Masorti Rabbi in 
Prague") and a post mission add on in England, led by Masorti Rabbi Chaim Weiner. If you would like to participate, 
or know others who might wish to, please let Rabbi Hammerman know ASAP.
2-  Eastern Eurpoean Jewish Heritage Tour: We encourage your participation in the USY/United Synagogue Adult 
Poland Pilgrimage led by Jules Gutin July 6-14, 2015. 
3- 2016 will feature a visit to Spain and Portugal including a fascinating shabbat visit to Gibraltar and their small 

Jewish community. We are projecting an early May 2016 departure for approximately 2 weeks. Susan Werk will 
represent CAI's professional staff. Let us know of your interest so that you can help determine the itinerary.
4- Think "Argentina 2016-17" with Rabbi Silverstein who is personally close with Rabbi Avraham Skorka, probably 
the most influential Jew in the world since he is a good friend, and co-author, with Pope Francis. We expect to visit 
Rabbi Skorka at the Masorti Seminario in Buenos Aires where he serves as Provost.
For further information, or to join our committee, contact Rabbi Richard Hammerman, Chairman, World Jewry 
Committee, rahammermn@aol.com. 
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New Jersey Jewish Singles 45+ 

“Where Friendships Begin”  

  Fun, Food, & Mingle  

Original Group Game  & Prizes  

Sunday, March 22, at 12:45 PM at CAI    

- ADMISSION: $10.00 – RSVP Required 

For information and to RSVP:  contact Sue Grossbard at 
singles@agudath.org   or 973-226-3600, extension 145 
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BROOKE SCHATZ
Daughter of Martin Schatz  and 

Judith Phillips 
March 21 - PM 

 
Brooke is a 7th grader at West Essex Middle 
School. She plays lots of sports, but soccer 
is her favorite.  She plays year round for the 
STA Heat Red team, which is one of the top 
rated teams in the state.  She also plays for 
her Middle School team and the West Essex 
Lightning Football Club.  She previously played 
for SDFC Samba.  Brooke also plays lacrosse 
in the spring for the West Essex Lacrosse 
Club.  In the winter, she plays basketball for 
the Roseland Knights, plays golf in Arizona, 
and snowboards in Aspen and Utah.  Brooke, 
and her older brother Jake, love to travel and 
meet new friends wherever they go.  For her 
mitzvah project, Brooke will be volunteering 
at the animal shelter.  We are very proud of 
Brooke and all her accomplishments and look 
forward to celebrating this simcha and many 
more with her.  

B’NAI MITZVAH

MADISON SCHUCKMAN
(MADDIE) 

Daughter of Alison and 
Michael Schuckman

March 14  - PM

Maddie is a 7th grader at Briarcliff Middle 
School in Mountain Lakes, who enjoys playing 
soccer, lacrosse, shopping, reading, swimming 
and hanging out with friends. She is a kind, 
fun loving, happy and loyal young lady. This 
summer she will be playing for Tri-State 
Lacrosse, an elite club team. Maddie also 
enjoys going on family vacations and has done 
quite a bit of traveling outside of the United 
States. She works hard at her studies, both 
in school and in Hebrew school, and the hard 
work pays off. She puts her all into everything 
she does.

For her mitzvah project, Maddie will be doing 
dog therapy at Daughters of Israel in West 
Orange, with her trusted dog, Kelev.

We are so proud of Maddie and the dedicated, 
sweet, caring young woman she has become.   
She has taken her Hebrew studies very 
seriously, and we are confident her hard work 
will show! Mazel Tov Maddie! We love you so 
much and are so very proud of you.

NADAV SOUDRY
Son of Stephanie and Michael Soudry

March 21 - AM

 
 
Nadav is a seventh grader at Golda Och 
Academy in West Orange where he enjoys his 
studies. He especially loves math, science, and 
computer science.  He enjoys participating 
in the GOA CodeRunners Robotics team and 
being a part of the school’s Science Enrichment 
Club. Nadav enjoys the outdoors, especially 
kayaking. He likes learning Hebrew at GOA 
and is looking forward to also celebrating his 
Bar Mitzvah with his grandparents in Israel 
over Pesach.   

Nadav is a great brother to siblings Ben and 
Maya, a wonderful son, and a caring friend 
to his classmates. He is a kind and helpful 
person who is always willing to lend a hand 
when someone needs help or when a job 
needs to be done.

For his mitzvah project, Nadav has chosen 
to fundraise, recruit friends and train for the 
Run for Rachel, a spring run to help victims 
of domestic violence which is sponsored by 
the Jewish Family Service of MetroWest. His 
name, which means “a generous person” in 
Hebrew, really fits Nadav!  
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DO YOU NEED HELP WITH  
YOUR MITZVAH PROJECT?
If you are working on a project 
and would like to publicize it to 
gain support from the congre-

gation, send a 50-75  
word description of your project 

and what sort of support you 
would like to  

education@agudath.org

NOTICE TO PARENTS OF 
 UPCOMING B’NAI MITZVAH

Please submit write ups (no more than 
150 words) and photos electronically 

to voice@agudath.org.

CHECK IN AND CHECK 
US OUT ON FACEBOOK!  

WERB TORAH CLUB 
HONOR SOCIETY 
news, updates and 

events....LIVE!

B’NAI MITZVAH

CONNOR ROSS EPSTEIN 
Son of Daryl and Andrew Epstein 

March 28 - PM 

Connor is a seventh grade student at West 
Essex Middle School. Connor is a hard working 
student who always gives his best effort. He 
loves playing soccer, basketball and lacrosse. 
He has spent his summers at Trail’s End Camp 
in Pennsylvania since he was nine years old. 
He loves everything about camp and looks 
forward to going every year to hang out with 
his camp friends. 

For his Bar Mitzvah project, Connor has chosen 
to follow in his big brother Zach’s footsteps. 
Zach was one of the founders of the Teen 
Buddy program, which sends volunteers to 
the Valley Settlement House in Orange, NJ. 
Connor has chosen to donate his time and 
effort to collect items for the kids in need at the 
Valley Settlement House and to volunteer his 
time working with these children. The chance 
to work on something that his brother was 
deeply involved with while trying to improve 
the lives of children less fortunate than him 
gives Connor a great deal of pleasure. 

Connor is a kind and generous young man who 
is funny and full of life. He loves to play soccer, 
basketball and lacrosse and loves being part of 
the teams that he is on. He is a terrific brother 
to Zach and companion for his dog, Zeus. 

We could not be proud of him and we look 
forward to celebrating this important milestone 
with Connor and our family and friends. 
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No-Mess Gefilte Fish for Pesach! 
 

 

A&B brand, pre-cooked sweet gefilte fish!  Each 3-lb. loaf equals about 2 ½ regular loaves, providing about 25 
servings per loaf.  Just slice and serve -- no baking or boiling necessary!  Want a taste? Try it at Kiddush after 
services; we’ve been serving the hametz (not for Passover, with matzah meal) version weekly! 

Contains NO matzah meal! Gluten-free! 

$18 per loaf for all orders received by noon on Friday, March 20, 2015. $22 for orders received after that. 

All orders must be received by noon on Friday, March 27, 2015! 

Send this form, with payment, to Congregation Agudath Israel, 20 Academy Rd, Caldwell, NJ 07006, Attn: Allison 
Robinson. 

Pick up will be at the main office on Tuesday, March 31, 2015, 10 am – 4 pm.  Questions?  Email 
arobinson@agudath.org. 
 

Name _____________________________________ Phone number ___________________________________  

Email address ___________________________  

#loaves _______________ x $18 = _______________________________  

Make check payable to Congregation Agudath Israel, with Kiddush Fund in the memo.  Orders must be accompanied by payment. 
  

PASSOVER/ PESACH SALE OF HAMETZ

The Biblical injunction is that “no leaven shall be seen or found in your possession during Passover.”

Although it was not easy in earlier days for people to rid their entire household and properties of leaven products, it is somewhat more 
difficult today. We now buy things in bigger packages, can preserve them longer and tend to keep them for longer periods of time.

IN ORDER NOT to be compelled to dispose of all leaven products in our possession, we have legal provisions for the sake of all of our 
hametz. We invite every member of the congregation to appoint Rabbi Silverstein to represent them for this transaction. The Rabbi will 
then “sell” everyone’s hametz to a non-Jew for the duration of Passover. After the holiday, the Rabbi will symbolically buy it back.

While many of you will say this is only legal fiction, this is a fiction which serves a purpose —to demonstrate, as does every symbolic 
act, the intention of everyone to observe the laws.

Because of the requirement of disposing all hametz by Friday, April 3, at 9:00 AM, the ritual transaction on the part of the individual 
must be completed at that time.

Congregation Agudath Israel members may appoint Rabbi Alan Silverstein as their agent in the following manner:

Send in the form below with your donation to the “Rabbi’s Fund” for Passover supplies and to the needy. It is traditional that the money 
be given to the individual who acts as the agent to arrange this sale. 

THIS FORM MUST BE IN THE RABBI’S POSSESSION BY FRIDAY MORNING, APRIL 3, at 9:00 AM.

I, ___________________________________, hereby authorize Rabbi Alan Silverstein as my agent to sell all leaven and chametz in my 
possession for the duration of Passover.

Address __________________________________________________________________________

Donation $____________________________________________
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Purimspiel 5775
“I Can’t Get No Satisfaction in Shushan” featuring 

The Shades
Wednesday, March 4 after the Megillah reading

(~9 PM)
Don’t Miss the Fun!

Contact Ben Alter at makegneiss@gmail.com or 
973-226-2137.

	  

	   	   	  
	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Congregation Agudath Israel Open House 

Sunday, March 1st at 10:00 am	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Please join us for a prospective member brunch and 
information session.   

Meet the staff, take a tour, and hear how Agudath Israel 
has something for everyone.	  

Families with young children (ages 0-12) are invited to stay 
for our Purim Carnival, which begins at 11:00 am.	  

And don’t forget………..Join us for Purim FUN	  

Wednesday, March 4th	  

Come in costume!	  

 Children’s Service 6:30 pm, ages 0-7	  

Megillah Reading 7:30 pm, ages 8-99!	  	  

Please RSVP to Debbie at 973-226-3600 x118 or dlurie@agudath.org 
 

Congregation Agudath Israel - 20 Academy Road, Caldwell, NJ 07006 

Don’t forget our annual 
Purim Carnival

March 1
11:00 am -1:30 pm

5 Fun Inflatables

Obstacle Course

Bounce House

Bungee Cord Races

3-1 Sports Center

Junior Sports Center

Carnival Style Games

Food

Toddler Games Too!
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Calling all 3rd and 4th and 5th Graders  

 MOMS and DADS! 
We had so much fun in January that we are doing it again!           

Drop off pasta dinner/game night Shabbat Program designed  

specifically for 3rd, 4th and 5th Graders.   

We will meet in the indoor playground on the 2nd floor 

for a special Shabbat dinner and fun game night. 

Drop Off Time: 5:30 pm 

Pick Up Time: 7:00 pm 

RSVP: Shari Bricker at sbricker@agudath.org:  

Cost for this event: $6/per child (make checks out to CAI) 
This program is sponsored by Chalutzim, the Congregation Agudath  

  Israel Youth Group for all 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 
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Regional Events, Caldwell Events 
	  
*Superbowl	  Shabbat	  
Fri	  Jan	  30th	  5:30PM	  service,	  6PM	  dinner	  
Sanctuary/Social	  Hall	  
	  
Blind	  Taste	  Test	  
Weds	  Feb	  18th	  7:45PM-‐8:45PM	  Social	  Hall	  
	  
Kadima	  Brunch	  
Sat	  Feb	  21st	  10:30AM-‐12PM	  Adult	  Lounge	  
	  
*Agudath’s	  Got	  Talent	  
Sat	  Feb	  21st	  7-‐9PM	  Sanctuary	  
	  
*Purim	  Carnival-‐	  Krafts	  with	  Kadima	  
Sun	  Mar	  1st	  11AM-‐3PM	  Social	  Hall	  
	  
Kadima	  Brunch	  
Sat	  Mar	  7th	  10:30AM-‐12PM	  Adult	  Lounge	  
	  
Regional	  8th	  Grade	  Shabbaton	  
Fri	  Mar	  13th-‐Sun	  15th	  
Millburn	  
	  
Chocolate	  Seder	  during	  teen	  classes	  
Weds	  Apr	  1st	  7-‐7:45PM	  	  
	  
**Paintball	  with	  USY	  
Sun	  Apr	  19th	  	  
	  
Kadima	  Brunch	  
Sat	  Apr	  25	  10:30AM-‐12PM	  Adult	  Lounge	  
	  
Kadima	  Closing	  Event	  
Weds	  May	  6th	  6PM-‐7PM	  Social	  Hall	  
 
*Synagogue	  Wide	  Event	  **USY/Kadima	  

Kadima Spring 2015    
 Youth Programming for 6th, 7th, and 8th Graders 

Contact Information 
Adviser: Anna Richlin 
E-mail: Kadima@agudath.org 
Phone: 862-432-9590 
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USY/Teen Tikun Olam Torah Reading 
Donate to USY’s Tikun Olam Tzedakah 

fund and support our teens’ 
commitment to Torah! 

Select an amount you wish to contribute for each teenager (post bar-bat 
mitzvah through high school) who reads Torah on Shabbat.  For example, 
if you donate $0.50 per Torah reader and ten teens read Torah in a given 
month, your total donation to USY’s Tikun Olam Tzedakah Fund will be 
$5.00. 

Name_________________________________ 

E-mail_________________________________ 

Phone_________________________________ 

Check One: 

$0.25            $0.50           $1.00           $2.00          
Other_____ 

Please send to the CAI office Attn: USY or email Jason Kay at 
usy@agudath.org. Thank you for supporting USY’s Tikun Olam Fund! 
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Congregation Agudath Israel 
 

Sculpt Your Body 
Free Your True Self 
Transform Your Life  
Relax With Friends 
Laugh A Lot 

 
Classes are great for beginners and 
experienced yoga students.  

 
Instructor Jen Gold Shulman (YogaJen) will ease you into a comfortable practice. 
 

Spring 2015 
 

22 Monday Sessions 9:15 – 10:15 am 
 

Jan. 5, 12, 26; Feb. 2, 9, 23; Mar. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; Apr. 6, 13, 20, 27; May 4, 11, 18;  
June 1, 8, 15, 22 

 
25 Wednesday Sessions 9:15 – 10:15 am 

 
Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28; Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25; Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25; Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13, 20, 27; 

June 3, 10, 17, 24 
 

23 Friday Sessions 2:30 – 3:30 pm 
 

Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30; Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27; Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 17, 24; May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 
June 5, 12, 19 

 
Members:  

$15 per class  
or $330 for full Monday Yoga Season  
$375 for full Wednesday Yoga Season  

or $345 for full Friday Yoga Season 

Non-Members:  
$16 per class  

or $352 for full Monday Yoga Season  
$400 for full Wednesday Yoga Season  

or $368 for full Friday Yoga Season 
 

Please check:     ___   Monday am     ___   Wednesday am   ___     Friday pm 

 
Make checks payable to CAI. Please write “Yoga” in the memo line. 

 
 
Name:   ______________________________ 
Address: ______________________________ 
  ____________________, NJ_______  
Phone:  ______________________________  
Email: 

Y O G A 
 

Amount enclosed: $_______ 
 
Check #:_____ 
Cash: $ _____ 

Classes Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays. Please contact the main office for additional information (973) 226-3600
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facebook.com/groups/caldwellusy 

usy@agudath.org 

@CaldwellUSY 

@CaldwellUSY 

Text @agudathusy to 201-468-6299 

http://jeremyvest.com/Site/images/instagram-‐

logo.gifhttp://jeremyvest.com/Site/images/instagram-‐logo.gif  	  

Caldwell USY Upcoming Events 

Contact Us 

2014-2015 Caldwell USY Board Chapter Events (Wed. events are 7:45-9 PM) 
Regional Events 
 

 
 
February 
Wed. 4th – Social Media with Missy Jacobs 
6th-8th – Regional Midwinter Kinnus, 
Livingston 
Wed. 18th  - Blind Taste Test 
 
March 
Sat. 7th – Regional Junior/Senior Prom, CAI 
Wed. 18th – Win, Lose, or Draw 
 
April 
Wed. 1st – Zumba – it’s back! 
Wed. 15th – Battle of the Sexes – 8th graders 
invited 
Sat. 18th – Caldwell USY Shabbat 
Sun. 19th - Paintball 
24th-26th – Regional Spring Convention 
Wed. 29th – Beneath the Helmet movie – 
7PM 
 
May 
Wed. 13th – Closing BBQ 
Regional Closing Dance, date TBA 
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Your Torah Fund contribution strengthens and perpetuates 
Conservative/Masorti Judaism throughout the world.

Mishpahah—משפחה  
Family
Not for nothing does the Torah begin with stories about families. The family in Judaism 
holds a central place, from the first family of Adam and Chava to our own families today. 
Indeed, our ‘Amidah prayer invokes our relationship to those first Jewish families, praising 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah as a reminder 
that our connection as a community roots back to the fact that we are all—the entire Jewish 
People—one big family.

In choosing mishpahah as the theme for the 5774 Torah Fund pin, we are acknowledging 
both the sanctity that comes with being one big family and the complexity of our families 
and relationships. There is no one kind of Jewish family in the world today. Our families are 
diverse, and this pin is something to be worn proudly by women in all stages and kinds of 
family life: married, partnered, single, divorced, widowed, LGBT, straight, mothers, aunts, 
sisters, daughters. And as we support the programs of The Jewish Theological Seminary, 
the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, and the Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies, we 
proclaim that we as women in all walks of life are proudly shaping the future of the big, 
3,000-year-old Jewish family. 

Receive the 5774 pin as 

our gift to you 
in recognition of your 
generous support.

Pin design by Eytan Brandes

A campaign to ensure our 
legacy to future generations of 
Conservative Jews by providing:
Rabbis
Cantors

Educators and Administrators
for Day Schools and Synagogue Schools

Synagogue Administrators
Social Workers
Scholars
Professional and Lay Leaders
Researchers

Torah Fund
Women Ensuring Conservative/Masorti Jewish Education  

               
You are Torah Fund—
at any level:
Keter Kavod:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,000
Scholarship Patron:  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,500
Patron:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,200
Associate Patron:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 600
Guardian:    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 300
Benefactor:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 180

For information, please contact Sharon Hammerman at
sfhammermn@aol.com or Cindy Schechter at
cindyschechter@gmail.com.
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Saturday, April 18 

8:00 - 9:30 pm 

CAI Social Hall 

3rd, 4th and 5th Graders… 

Come learn how the magic is done from a professional magician!   

Tricks provided that you can bring home to show family and friends! 

No experience necessary!  Fun Guaranteed!   

RSVP to Shari Bricker at sbricker@agudath.org or call 201-452-6312 

$20/per person includes ice cream sundae and program.   

Maximum number of participants is 25 kids, so don’t delay.   

This is a drop-off event.  

   Parents, feel free to have a “date night” and leave the sitting to me. 

 

This program is sponsored by Chalutzim, the Congregation Agudath  

  Israel Youth Group for all 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 

You Can Be A Real Magician! 

Come for Havdalah and stay for ice cream 
and a whole lot of fun with Chalutzim and 

professional magician, Seth Dale. 
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CELEBRATE 
PASSOVER 

with ISRAEL BONDS

INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS ∙ ISRAELBONDS.COM
This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the 
prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated with 
investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA. Photo: istock/AndrewSoundarajan

Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
Linda Schmidt, Registered Representative
6245 Town Center Way ∙ Livingston, NJ 07039
linda.schmidt@israelbonds.com ∙ 973.712.1408
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Send an email to: 
communications@agudath.org. We will send 

you pricing and information!

Interested in advertising in 
THE VOICE or know someone who may be?

Reach over 1,000 
families monthy 
in Essex County!
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Air Conditioning - Heating - Plumbing 
Green Technologies - Electrical - Generators

     

      

                          

Bonnie Bornstein Fertel          
Richard E. Fertel    NJ Lic. Master Plumber# 6130   NJ Lic. Electrical Contractor# 9019                   
NJ Lic. HIC #13VH0294800  Sharp Certified Solar Installer   Member SEIA Member ASHRAE  Member ACCA                                                   

  

800.287.6651 

We accept all major Credit Cards 
0% Financing Available

Residential / Commercial / Industrial   -   Serving NJ Homes and Businesses Since 1928

www.bornsteinsons.com
Mention this ad and save $50 on a repair or $300 on an installation! 

(Can not be combined with other offers)

Congregation Agudath
Israel Cemetery Association

Plots Available for Members

 Arthur Franklin 973-228-2033
 Mel Berkowitz 973-226-8623
 Steven Eisen         973-618-0530
 Susan Englander   973-403-1875
 Keith Marlowe 973-533-9114
 Stan Kagan          973-226-4486
 Rabbi Hammerman 973-287-3455
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     FIND US ONLINE: 
     www.gesherfun.org 

 

7th-8th Grade Leadership Program 9th-10th Grade LIT Program Register Today! 

Gesher is the ONLY Jewish day camp in Essex County accredited  
by the American Camp Association (ACA). 

 

Our programs start at age 3 1/2 years old thru tenth grade.  Gesher 
campers enjoy action-packed days in a nurturing environment that  
focuses on each individual camper. Our strong camping program  

enables us to offer a safe, fun-filled and dynamic summer experience!  
  

Non-consecutive flexible weeks available at no additional cost (4 week 
minimum for most age groups) • Nutritious nut-free kosher lunch and 

snacks served daily • Door to door, seat-belted transportation provided to 
local areas on air conditioned, professionally driven vehicles • Committed to 
providing exceptional customer service and open lines of communication • 

Instructional and Recreational Swim led and supervised by our American  
Red Cross certified lifeguard staff • Professional athletic trainers teach 

skills and sportsmanship at age appropriate levels 

Winter & Summer Address: 
(862) 437-8111 

info@GesherFun   
www.GesherFun.org 

110 South Orange Avenue  
Livingston, NJ 07039 

Scott Lantzman, Director 

Enjoy the 
same great tuition rates as  

last summer! 
Save $100 with our Spring Early 
Bird discount and register by  

February 28. 
Don’t Delay...sign up today! 

Private 
Tours 

Available A
ll Year! 

Come see our 

beautifu
l campus 

— call tod
ay! 

Check out some of our 
other great discounts! 

Jewish Day School—$180 
Educator Discount — $100 
Refer A Family — $100 

Inquire T
oday 

About Our
 Adult & 

Teen Staff 

Positions 
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E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  C e n t e r

PASSION FOR LEARNING THROUGH PLAY
Our highly trained and loyal staff helps make learning fun through a creative 

curriculum developmentally appropriate for the young children.

Please come visit us and see what it is like to be a part of our community.

20 Academy Road w Caldwell, NJ 07006  w 973-226-3600 w www.agudath.org w ecc@agudath.org
Early Chidhood Director Geula Zamist

• Two, Three, and Four Year Old Programs
• Mommy and Me Programs
• Summer Camp
• Hebrew Immersion Classes
• 7:00 am - 6:00 pm Options

• Parenting Workshops
• Early & After-School Care Available
• Accomodating the Needs of Every 
   Child and Family

We ascribe to the principles of the NAEYC.



CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

PAGE 46

Larry S. Raiken, Esq.
Attorney at Law

170 Changebridge Road, Unit B3-1, Montville, NJ 07045

Tel: (973) 808-2003                         Fax: (973) 227-
4691

 

“SERVING ALL YOUR FAMILY LEGAL NEEDS 
SINCE 1970”

SPECIALIZING IN REAL ESTATE, MATRIMONIAL, PROBATE & WILLS

DEBORAH RABNER, M.D., F.A.A.D.
Diplomate, American Board of Dermatology

1129 Bloomfield Avenue
Suite 205
West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Tel. (973) 575-6880
Fax. (973) 575-1616

The Jewish Memorial Chapel
has been serving the Jewish
community for over 94 years

We have the distinction of being the first
non-profit, community owned funeral home in the
United States. The Jewish Memorial Chapel was
founded by a civic-minded group of Jewish
businessmen in 1921.
We uphold the highest standards of Jewish law

pertaining to funerals. We are a Shomer Shabbos
facility and have a state-of-the-art chapel in Clifton
that is near local cemeteries. We also make other
state and world-wide arrangements.
Contact us for more information: 973-779-3048.

841 Allwood Road
Clifton, NJ 07012
973-779-3048 • Fax 973-779-3191
www.JewishMemorialChapel.org

Vincent Marazo, Manager
NJ License No. 3424

COMMUNITY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1921 • NON�PROFIT
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973-226-3600

Elegant Invitations by Karen
By Appointment
Karen Engel

973.632.6593 or kse14@optonline.net

Weddings ~ Bar and Bat Mitzvahs
Parties ~ Birth Announcements
Business and Personal Stationery

Exquisite Hand or Computer Calligraphy
Place Cards ~ Programs ~ Menus

Napkins ~ Guest Towels

20% Discount (on most prod-
ucts) for Our Fellow Members

gurian.com

33 Clinton Road, Suite 109
West Caldwell, NJ 07006

973-228-0429
973-226-3033

E-mail:Davegur@aol.com
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