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On Tuesday, November 25th, the annual Thanksgiving community service took place at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in Essex Fells. A highlight of the evening was the presentation of a plaque to Father Anthony Randazzo 
of Notre Dame Roman Catholic Church in North Caldwell by the West Essex Ministerial Association [see photo 
avove]. WEMA is grateful for Father Anthony’s 18 years of devoted service, friendship and leadership.
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DAILY SERVICES
 
Mornings
Monday & Thursday........................6:45 am                    
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday........7:00 am 
Sunday Talmud Study...........................8:15 am 
Sunday Shacharit.....................................9:00 am
Evenings 
Sunday - Thursday...........................7:30 pm                              
Friday....................(see schedule) & 8:00 pm 
Saturday...............(see schedule)

Torah Study Group......................9:00 am
Torah Reading Chug...................10:15 - 11:00 am 
(twice a month, ages 9-12)     
Teen Service/Schmooze.............10:45 am 
The following are at....................11:00 am
• Torah for Tots (ages 0-4)
• Mini-Minyan (grades K-2)
• Mini-Congo (grades 3-4)
• Jr Congo (grades 5-6)
• Kadima (grades 7-8)
• Shabbat Meditation 9:30 am, first Saturday of 

every month.

SATURDAY

Friday,  January  2 ..............................................4:20 pm 
Shabbat ends Saturday, January  3 ...................4:30 pm

Friday,  January  9 ..............................................4:25 pm                                      
Shabbat ends Saturday, January  10 .................5:35 pm

Friday,  January  16 ............................................4:35 pm                                
Shabbat ends Saturday, January  11 .................5:45 pm

Friday,  January  23 ............................................4:40 pm                                
Shabbat ends Saturday, January  24 .................5:50 pm

Friday,  January  30 ............................................4:50 pm                                
Shabbat ends Saturday, January  31 .................6:00 pm

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Daily minyan as per usual Satuday am: Torah Study 
and Children’s am services as per usual 

Friday, January 2
Early Service ...........................................................4:20 pm
NO LATE SERVICE 

Saturday, January 3 ...............................................9:00 am
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................4:10 pm

Friday, January 9 
Early service ............................................................4:25 pm
Shabbat in PJs .........................................................5:30 pm
Late Service .............................................................8:00 pm

Saturday, January 10 .............................................9:00 am
Shabbat Meditation ................................................9:30 am
Family service .........................................................10:30 am
Community-wide Scholar – Prof Philip 
Cunningham of St Joseph’s University
“The Tanakh and the Christian Bible: Battle 
Ground or meeting Ground?” ..............................11:30 am 

Lunch N Learn at 12:45 pm – [the other 4 lectures by 
Dr Cunningham are listed inside The Voice]

Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................4:15 pm

Friday, January 16 
Early Service ...........................................................4:35 pm
Late Service .............................................................8:00 pm

Saturday, January 17  ............................................9:00 am
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................4:25 pm
Bar Mitzvah – Benjamin Kopen ...........................4:35 pm

Friday, January 23 
Early Service ...........................................................4:40 pm
Late Service .............................................................8:00 pm

Saturday, January 24 .............................................9:00 am
Adult Learners Minyan .........................................10:30 am 
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................4:30 pm

Sunday, January 25
Bat Mitzvah – Leni Steinhardt ..............................10:30 am

Friday, January 30 
Early Service ...........................................................4:50 pm
Superbowl Shabbat Service and Dinner .............6:30 pm
Annual Conservative Movement Women’s 
awareness and Sisterhood Shabbat – Sponsored
by Judy and John Craig – Theme in 2015 is
“Women in the Cantorate”– featuring Cantor 
Nancy Abramson, Dean of the JTS Cantorial 
School and some of her female students ............7:15 pm
Late Service  ............................................................8:00 pm

CANDLE LIGHTING 

Saturday, January 31 .............................................9:00 am
Annual Conservative Movement Women’s 
Awareness and Sisterhood Shabbat – sponsored 
by Judy and John Craig Cantor 
Nancy Abramson will speak ................................11:15 am
Cantor Abramson and her students will present 
an a capella concert in honor of Women in 
the Cantorate ..........................................................12:45 pm
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................4:40 pm

Schedule of Services
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Why Be Jewish?

The question “Why be Jewish?” in an age of 
choices is critical. What difference does it make if 
we remain Jewish or not?

First, we owe it to God. We Jews have had 
more than 3,000 years of an unbroken chain of 
tradition, a covenantal bond to represent ethical 
monotheism in this world. Three thousand years 
represent at least 150 generations of bringing to 
humankind the message that God and God alone is 
to be worshiped; God’s message is that all human 
beings must be moral in their behavior toward one 
another and toward the universe as well. We owe 
it to God to remain Jewish and to keep Judaism 
alive.

Second, we owe it to our ancestors. They kept 
alive the unbroken chain of tradition, sometimes 
at great peril to their lives, in order to pass this 
precious legacy on to the next generation and 
ultimately on to us. Some of our ancestors may 
have been pious and other secular, but each link 
in the chain recognized that unless they passed 
the baton on to the next in line, they would deny 
their sons and daughters and grandchildren the 
opportunity to choose whether or not to be 
intimately involved in the riches of Jewish ritual, 
values, learning, wisdom, and spirituality. We 
owe it to our ancestors and to our descendants 
not to be the end of that millennia-long chain of 
transmission.

Third, we owe it to our fellow Jews of today. As was 
demonstrated by the tragedies of the Holocaust 
and by the euphoria of the creation of the modern 
State of Israel, in a modern age of technologies of 
genocide and mass destruction, more than ever 
individual Jews in distress rely upon one another 
for support, for help, for rescue. Jewry sustained 

the morale of Jews behind the Iron Curtain of the 
USSR and in bringing unprecedented hundreds of 
thousands into freedom. Jewry rescued tens of 
thousands of Ethiopian Jews, by plane, by ship, by 
bribe, by whatever was necessary to save the lives 
of our people. World Jewry has consistently aided 
the unequaled struggle for survival and for the 
absorption of diverse immigrants occurring over 
the past four decades within Israeli society.

Fourth, we owe it to the world. Judaism and the 
Jewish people have made profound contributions 
to world culture, science, and ethics. Prominent 
persons of Jewish heritage have been as diverse as 
Karl Marx, Sigmund Freud, Albert Einstein, Louis 
Brandeis, Jonas Salk, Maimonides, Saul of Tarsus 
(Jesus’ primary disciple), and even some of the 
sailors who arrived with Columbus on his maiden 
voyage to North America. Our religious imperative 
for learning, for scientific inquiry, for improving 
upon God’s world, for creating a moral society has 
set the groundwork for ongoing profound Jewish 
contributions to virtually every sector of societal 
evolution.

Finally, we owe it to ourselves to remain Jewish. 
Judaism is a fantastic religious approach to every 
facet of our lives. Sincere converts to Judaism 
are quick to point out the blessings of Judaism, 
the contrast of our religion to others around us. 
Judaism offers a meaningful process for dealing 
with mourning the loss of loved ones, a celebratory 
formula for rejoicing at birth, a passionate 
sanctification of marriage. Judaism provides a rich 
medley of holidays, with emotions ranging from 
the serious introspection of Yom Kippur to the 
hilarity of Purim, to the hospitality of Passover. 
Judaism offers a legacy of learning, of questioning, 
of freedom to find a range of permitted answers to 
vexing contemporary moral problems.

Rabbi Silverstein
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-- Cantor Joel Caplan, 973-226-3600, ext. 116, cantor@agudath.org

World Jewry – Traveling to Jewish Cuba
As you may know, in December I traveled to Cuba with a group of fourteen (nine from our 
congregation) to visit several different Jewish communities, and to bring them needed supplies 
and tsedakah money.

(We sent out some letters about the trip over email; the following is taken from those letters.)
 
The trip was been spearheaded by CAI’s World Jewry Committee, led by Rabbi Richard 
Hammerman, and our travel agency was ITC Tours, led by Larry Ritter, also of our congregation. 

They both worked so much to make this trip happen -- thanks so much!
 

Let me start with some basic background.  First:
 
“How big is Cuba?” The island is roughly 800 miles long. It lies only 90 miles south of the tip of Florida, and there 
are about 11 million people here. About two-thirds of those live in Havana.
 
“How many Jews are there in Cuba now?” In 1959, when Fidel Castro’s Communists took power from the dictator 
Fulgencio Batista, there were about 15,000 Jews, many of them middle-class merchants. The Communists then 
began to “nationalize” everyone’s property, so 90% of Cuba’s Jews left within three years, many of them settling in 
Miami.
Since then, there have been about 1,500 Jews in the country.
 
“Are you guys the only ones visiting Jews in Cuba this year?” Far from it. There are many Jewish groups who come -- 
from synagogues, federations, and even youth groups. A group from Morristown Jewish Center is planning a similar 
trip in a couple of months.
 
“Who was on the trip from our congregation?” Rabbi Richard and Sharon Hammerman, Irving and Jeffrey Peyser, 
Marian Rothenberg, Rabbi David Saltzman and Judy Fabricant, Shoshana Silberman, and me.
 
“What supplies are you bringing to Jews in Cuba?” They’ve told us what they need: Certain over-the-counter 
medications, such as Diclofenac (anti-inflammatory) or Zyrtec (kids’ allergy medicine); clothing (jeans are prized); 
toiletries; Judaica videos; school supplies; reading glasses; and other items. Thanks to the many of you who brought 
in items to donate!

“Are they terribly poor? Living in squalid conditions?” No, but these are items they can’t get easily, including the 

Cantor Caplan

Our Cuba Travelers, in front of the Sefardi synagogue 
in Havana, from left to right:  David Saltzman, Judy 
Fabricant, Irving Peyser, Sharon Hammerman, Jeffrey 
Peyser, Richard Hammerman, Barbara Waxman 
(Wilmington, NC), Hynda Feit (Cliffside Park, mother 
of Liz Liss), Marian Rothenberg, Sandy Welsher (Toms 
River), Diane Philips-Hampel (Virginia Beach, VA), 
Joel Caplan, Robert Waxman (Wilmington, NC), and 
Shoshana Silberman.
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clothing. To be clear: We ourselves were able to stay in some VERY nice hotels, and the people we see, by and large, 
look and dress and act like us. The cities look like cities in Europe or other places in the Caribbean -- there are fancier 
neighborhoods and poorer neighborhoods. Yes, there are neighborhoods made of corrugated metal shacks, and there are 
certainly some very poor Jews, but most of the Jews -- and most of the Cubans -- live in small apartments, which can get 
crowded.

“So if they basically look and dress like us, why do they need our help?”   Well, their clothes look like ours, but a person 
might have only one pair of pants, or maybe two.  Clothing is expensive, and good quality clothes are hard to get at the 
government stores.  I brought a suitcase full of jeans to donate...

To start to understand the money problems, here’s my version of A Brief Essential Primer on Cuban Economics:
 
a)  The government provides you housing, education, medical care, and enough basic foodstuffs to live on.  Rice, beans, 
flour, oil.  Ideally at least, no one starves to death in Cuba, and everyone has a place to live.  But your home is likely to 
be crowded with extended relatives, your work might not be what you want, the food might not be what you want, and 
while you can go to a hospital, you need to bring your own medications with you.  Our guide says, “If you go to a hospital, 
you say, ‘I’m gonna die here.’  Better you call your friend who’s a doctor.”  For the average Cuban citizen, there’s not much 
opportunity to improve these things.
 
b)  In America, we have a minimum wage.  In Cuba, there’s a maximum wage:  In most cases, no matter what kind of work 
you do, the state pays you about $20 per month.  Now, you don’t have to pay for housing, education, medical care or basic 
food, but that’s still not a lot of discretionary money when other items cost roughly the same as in the US...  One author 
calls it “state-enforced poverty.”
 
c)  The Soviet Union had paid subsidies to Cuba, but when the USSR collapsed in the early 1990’s, the subsidies 
disappeared.   After several years of hunger and blackouts, Cuba started trying to attract more tourists, and issued a second 
official currency, which is basically Dollars for Tourists.  If an average Cuban can get, say, a $5 tip one day by cleaning 
your hotel room, that’s a week’s worth of “regular” salary.  So everyone is trying to work with tourists.  A recent National 
Geographic article talked about a Cuban doctor, “Dr. M”, who is paid about $30 a month by the state for his work.  He 
moonlights as a taxi driver to get tourist dollars.  “Over one high-season month Dr. M’s cabbie days earn him... 15 times his 
salary as a physician...  All he said was, ‘I don’t get this about us now -- how a taxi driver can make so much more than a 
doctor.’” 

“What were some memorable moments?”  Here are just a few:

-- Daniel is one of only 18 Jews in the city of Cienfuegos, on Cuba’s southern shore.  He was to celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on 
December 13, just after we saw him. I said to him, “I know you’re on display in front of us visitors, but could you sing even 
one sentence of something you’ve learned for your Bar Mitzvah?  One line of Haftara?”  He was obviously reticent, and his 
mom said, “He’s shy...” But he got up, and in his shaky teenage voice launched into Nurit Hirsch’s “Oseh Shalom”.  We all 
joined in after the first two words... 
There’s no synagogue in Cienfuegos, so all 18 of its Jews went to another city for the ceremony, where there’s a sweet little 
shul with room for 60 people.  But they don’t own cars (too expensive), and there are no buses.  So they most likely rented 
an old pickup trucks, with most of them seated in the back on low benches or bales of hay, riding two hours each way, 
over bumpy local roads, in the tropical sun or rain.  And what did that cost them?  The equivalent of $1000 per person, in 
relation to our earning power here!  We hope that some of the tsedaka money we gave them could help defray that cost...
-- We attended Shabbat services in the main Ashkenazi (Conservative) synagogue in Havana.  Four families from their 
congregation were making Aliyah to Israel, and they came up for an aliya to the Torah.  Alberto, the leader of the 
service, had tears in his eyes; of course they’re happy for these families, but this is a big loss to the congregation.  Rabbi 
Hammerman gave them a moving farewell blessing on the bimah....   

Continued on page 15
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In Search of Miracles

By the time you read this 
article, you will have already 
commemorated the heroism 
of the Maccabees and lit the 
Chanukah lights.  In our homes, 
with our families, we have 
celebrated the dual miracles 
of the holy few defeating the 
pagan many, and   the light of 

divine purification extending beyond the realm of the 
possible.
For most of us, illumination comes from candles 
– surrogates for oil.  If during the holiday you 
discovered you lacked sufficient candles for eight 
days, you probably returned to the store to purchase 
more.  Few today would trust in a new and personal 
miracle of the lights.
The English word, miracle, originates from a root that 
denotes a source of wonder.  In Hebrew, the word 
Nes denotes a supernatural event -- what cannot be 
explained within the framework of the natural world, 
and, hence, attributed to G-d.  Another definition of 
Nes is the sail of a boat – a powerful metaphor, in the 
sense of a means for direction through the world, and 
causing wonder -- as the billowing canvas moves the 
boat, but the wind cannot be seen, only its effect.
The feeling of wonder is wonderful.  As children, it’s 

a common reaction, as we are introduced to a world 
in which every moment is new and incomprehensible. 
A simple game of peek-a-boo enchants us, as faces 
disappear and appear again.  Uncles perform magic 
tricks with coins hidden in our mouths and ears. Even 
our nose can be disconnected and return as an extra 
finger on grandpa’s hand.
Wonder to the nth degree is sometimes called awe, 
and associated with the religious experience.   Once 
we become more savvy to the way things work, we 
are less likely to ooh and ahh, and tend to group most 
of our experiences under the label ordinary, reserving 
extraordinary for the rare moment.  Hence, the role of 
miracles in shocking us out of our ordinary lives and 
compelling us to confront another realm of  being.
But miracles, or their absence, sometimes teach a 
contrary lesson.  Many of us have had the experience, 
as a child -- or for a child or grandchild or other loved 
one -- of praying for a miracle to remedy an illness or 
other grave misfortune.  We seek a miracle, not for its 
wonder, but for its healing or righting of some profound 
wrong. We seek it because we have exhausted the 
possibilities of this world and have found them 
wanting. Indeed, the miracle of the lights is a natural 
symbol of life extending beyond its established duration 
– the ultimate miracle. 
Those who have been disappointed by the lack of 
the miraculous in their own lives may feel compelled 
to adjust their view of G-d to reconcile such 

disappointments with faith. For example -- to see G-d 
as a source of strength to bear up under illness, rather 
than bestowing a cure.  
For others the absence of the miraculous means the 
absence of G-d.  They cannot accept the idea of an 
omnipotent and omnipresent Being that exists above 
the realm of nature and withholds His powers in 
response to human misery and pain.  Those with a 
different religious perspective may respond that the 
very fact that the universe came into being is a miracle, 
as is our own being, as is our consciousness, as is the 
experience of time. Those holding such a view envision 
life as the embrace of a continuous flow of miracles.
I must confess, from time-to-time I crave an 
overwhelming experience of the miraculous – a child’s 
awe -- what would cause me to throw myself upon 
the floor in amazement, and crawl toward the ark.  I 
suspect that I may not be alone in my wish.
In the absence of standing at Sinai, seeing the sea part, 
watching manna fall from the sky, witnessing burning 
that does not consume  -- hope has largely replaced 
prayer for me -- simply because hope has remained 
with me  after so many  incomprehensible evils have 
been released upon this earth.  Nor can I explain why 
hope has not also fled.  Each time I enter a synagogue, 
I hope for a crack in the sky.  I do not expect it; I do not 
believe it; but hope. 
While I continue to hope, I believe in the Maccabees;  I  
believe in the Jewish people.  I believe that -- although 
I cannot prove there is a moral up or down – when we 
choose to feed the hungry and teach our children to do 
the same -- we ascend.  This is my Jewish leap of faith.
As for the thornier issue of a miraculous cosmos, it 
comforts me to suppose that the idea that describes 
– the mind that permeates -- this universe is G-d, and 
that after I have been used up -- like a candle -- I will at 
least have contributed an iota of light, and whatever 
my transformations, I will never be wholly lost within 
this great scheme.  
The Rabbis appended the miracle of the lights to the 
historical narrative of the Maccabees because they 
found it intolerable that the Jewish people prevailed 
without the assistance of G-d, as some Jewish sects 
refuse today to recognize the State of Israel because 
it came about without divine intervention.  But how 
can G-d be said to be absent from a revolt fought in 
His name, or in the rebirth of a nation pursuant to His 
promise?
While we argue the pros and cons of such weighty 
religious questions, each of us remains obligated to 
treat others as we want to be treated – justly, but 
couched in mercy.  For me, this ethical insight -- that 
humane conduct prevails over dogma -- outweighs 
every other advance in political philosophy. This is the 
miracle of the light of our people that even today -- 
particularly today -- could illuminate the world.
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THANK YOU TO OUR INAUGURAL LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBERS 
By Pamela S. Goldstein, Director of Development

It is with profound appreciation that we acknowledge the inaugural members of the CAI 
Legacy Circle. Since the CAI Legacy Circle was launched this past summer, the following 
devoted congregants have expressed their commitment to providing for the future of CAI.  
All of us at Congregation Agudath Israel are deeply grateful for their foresight and caring.

Pamela Goldstein

Phyllis and Barry Bochner
Susie and Gary Botwinick

Cantor Joel and Nancy Caplan
Greta and Ira Cohen

Karen and Ted Eisenberg
Linda and Leslie Elfenbein

Joyce and Steven Fichtenbaum
Robert E. Friedman, in memory of  

Alfred and Sheila Friedman

Cindy and Neil Goldstein
Natalie James

Esther and Harry Kartus
Michele and Larry Raiken

Harriet Sepinwall
Rabbi Alan and Rita Silverstein

Bea and Nat Taubenfeld
Susan Werk

Most of these members have joined the CAI Legacy Circle by including CAI in their estate plans – through a  
bequest intention, or a retirement plan or life insurance policy beneficiary designation, or a charitable gift 
annuity. These afterlife gifts will provide future support for the CAI Endowment. A few members have simply 
made an outright gift to the CAI Endowment Fund. There are many ways to join the CAI Legacy Circle. Our 
Legacy Team is here to help you learn about the different ways, so you can figure out which option would be 
best for YOU! Our Legacy Team members are: Gary Botwinick, Ira Cohen, Eric Edelstein, Linda Elfenbein, Steve 
Fichtenbaum, Steve Greenberg, Esther Kartus (Chair), and Nat Taubenfeld.

We look forward to witnessing the CAI Legacy Circle grow over the years, and updated lists will be published 
periodically. Look for our next listing in the May issue of the Voice. If you have already included CAI in your 
estate plans, please let us know right away so we can recognize you as one of our CAI Legacy Circle members. 
If you are ready to be counted as a member of the CAI Legacy Circle or want to learn more about how you can 
join, please call me in the synagogue office at 973-226-3600, ext. 113 or email me at pgoldstein@agudath.org.

APPRECIATION FOR OUR ANNUAL FUND VOLUNTEERS

In this critical year of transition to an Annual Fund Campaign, we have relied on the efforts of so many volunteers, who helped 
launch this appeal with wonderful initial success. Whether it was meeting with members for one-on-one conversations, asking for 
gifts over the phone or stuffing our mailings, the Annual Fund would not be moving towards our goal without the commitment of 
many, many volunteers. We thank them all, with a special nod towards our amazing Annual Fund Chair Rob Scheckman. 

Carol Berman
Carrie Bobroff
Barry Bochner
Adam Broder
Jilana Dellal
Roberta Diamond
Shani Drogin
Eric Edelstein
Susan Eisen
Karen Eisenberg
Ted Eisenberg

Dorie Eisenstein
Anita Finkel
Maddy Heller
Steve Holinstat
Esther Kartus
Mike Lowenthal
Melissa Lustbader
Victor Nhaisi
Barry Nydick 
Mindy Opper
Erica Paris

Mandi Perlmutter
Larry Raiken
Julie Rosen
Neil Schreffler
Adam Shandler
Jordan Shumofsky
Caryn Snerson
Seth Weisleder
Gayle Wieseneck
Larry Wieseneck
Allen Zaks
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Our Jewish memory bank is often filled
with experiences through which we

felt God’s presence in life-cycle events
and rituals of the holidays or “aha”
moments when all the forces come
together with meaning and purpose. There
are many such settings from which these
moments emerge, but it seems that one in
particular holds a place of particular inspi-
ration for many: the magical and illumi-
nating Havdalah ceremony.

Havdalah marks the end of the holy
Shabbat and the start of the secular week-
days. The Hebrew word itself means “dis-
tinction” or “separation,” drawing a
symbolic line between the holy and ordi-
nary. 

Havdalah’s four blessings are:
Wine: Just as the beginning of the

Shabbat is marked by the sipping of sweet
wine and the Kiddush blessing, another
cup of wine marks its end — a symbolic
connection between the beginning and the
end of the holy day.

Spices: The blessing is recited as a box
filled with sweet spices is passed around
for each participant to smell, a reminder of
the sweetness of Shabbat that is about to
depart. There is a tradition that we receive
a special Shabbat soul, and the aroma of
the spices helps revive our everyday soul
as the workweek begins. If a spice box is
not handy, an orange studded with cloves
can be used.

Fire: A blessing is said over the flames
of a candle with at least three wicks and
usually braided, which produces a light
stronger than the same number of single
wicks burning in individual candles. This
symbolizes the strength coming from the
diversity and unity of the Jewish people.

Final Blessing: The Havdalah cere-
mony ends with a final blessing and the
extinguishing of the candle in the wine.

So why is this five-minute ritual so
memorable? All our senses are employed
as we perform this ritual, we see the

flame, smell the
spices, hear the
blessings, feel
the fire of the
flames, and taste
the wine. This
multi-sensory
experience is
seared into our
mind with mean-
ing and purpose.
Outdoor Havdalah ceremonies are particu-
larly beautiful if we can see the three stars
in the sky, amid the beauty of nature, that
are the signal that Shabbat has actually
departed.

We complete the transition from the
holy Shabbat to the rest of the week by
wishing each other “Shavua tov,” a “Good
week.” 

I am proud that Geula Zamist, our Early
Childhood director, and her staff have
introduced the Havdalah ritual to Monday
mornings in the ECC. Traditionally, Hav-
dalah can be performed until Tuesday each
week, and so Geula is introducing this
lovely ceremony and its tangible symbols
to our youngest community members at
the start of each school week. I am also
proud of Marisa Bergman, our Religious
School principal, who has arranged sev-
eral Havdalah opportunities for our RS
families.

So we are bridging the ECC community
and the elementary school experiences
with a family event. On Saturday, Jan. 17,
at 6 p.m., we are going to celebrate transi-
tions from Shabbat to the rest of the week
and from ECC to elementary school (both
the Religious School and Golda Och
Academy) by using all our
senses in celebration of
Havdalah.

B’Shalom,
Susan Werk

Educational Director

Bidding farewell to Shabbat

Torah P i l lar
EVERY AGE & EVERY STAGE OF JEWISH LEARNING

Special dates
Thursday-Sunday, Jan. 1-4:

ECC & Religious School closed 
for winter break

Thursday, Jan. 1:
ECC Extended Day closed, 
New Year’s Day

Thursday-Sunday, Jan. 8-11:
Journey to a New Christian-Jewish
Relationship: 1947-2015, with 
educator Dr. Philip A. Cunningham

Friday, Jan. 9: 
Shabbat in PJs & Sweats, 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 13:
ECC early dismissal, excluding
Extended Day (3’s & 4’s, noon ),
teachers’ professional development

Saturday, Jan. 17:
Family Havdalah Service, 6 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 19: 
ECC & Extended Day closed 
for Martin Luther King Day

Saturday, Jan. 24:
ECC and grade school parents —
cocktails, music, and fun, 8 p.m.
(off premises)

WANTED: 
9th- and 10th-grade girls 

& their mothers
For a mother-daughter

experience, with 
Amy Borg-Glickman and

Susan Werk

Wednesday, 
January 21, 7 p.m.
A time for self, a time 
to talk, a time to listen

RSVP to education@agudath.org
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�
Torah Pillar: Every Age and Every Stage of Jewish Learning

Programs for all Agudath Israel day school and religious school students and adults

Early Childhood Center
Monday, Jan. 5: 2s, 3s, and 4s, classes resume
Friday, Jan. 9: Shabbat in Pajamas, 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 11: Al Galgalim, 10 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 17: Family Havdalah Service, 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 19, ECC & Extended Day closed, 

Martin Luther King Day
Thursday, Jan. 22: Schmoozin’ with Susan, 7:30 p.m.

(at the home of Jennifer Dany)

Primary (Kindergarten-Second Grade)
Thursday-Sunday, Jan. 1-4: Religious School closed, winter break
Friday, Jan. 9: Shabbat in Sweats, 5:30 p.m. .
Sunday, Jan. 11: Kindergarten Buddies, 1st Grade Fans, 

2nd Grade Stars, 9:30 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 17: Family Havdalah service, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 27: Chaverim decorating for Shabbat Super Bowl

dinner, 9:15 a.m., Adult Lounge

Elementary School (Third-Fifth Grade)
Thursday-Sunday, Jan. 1-4: Religious School closed, winter break
Friday, Jan. 9: Chalutzim Game Night, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 10: Torah Chug, 10:15 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 10: Family Shabbat service, 11 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 17: Family Havdalah service, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 24: Torah Chug, 10:15 a.m.

Middle School (Sixth-Eighth Grade)
Thursday-Sunday, Jan. 1-4: Religious School closed, winter break
Saturday, Jan. 10: Torah Chug, 10:15 a.m.
Sunday, Jan. 11: Spark, 10:30 a.m.

Saturday, Jan. 17: Family Havdalah service, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 24: Torah Chug, 10:15 a.m.
Sunday, Jan. 25: Spark, 10:30 a.m.

Teens (Ninth-Twelfth Grade)

Wednesdays are Teen Nights at Agudath Israel:
Pizza & Shmooze, TAC, Current Issues, Israel, Art, etc.

Thursday-Sunday, Jan. 1-4: RS closed, winter break
Wednesday, Jan. 7: Teen Night, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 14: Teen Night, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 21: Teen Night, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 21: Teen Night, ninth- and tenth-grade 

daughter-mother experience, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 28: Teen Night, 6 p.m.

Adults
Tuesday, Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27: What Is the Talmud? 

taught by Derek Fields, 7:45 p.m.
Thursday-Sunday, Jan. 8-11: The Journey to a New Christian-

Jewish Relationship: 1947-2015, with special instructor 
Philip A. Cunningham, PhD

Sunday, Jan. 11: “The Blessing of a B Minus”
The Real Lessons of Homework, Chores,
and Jobs, with Susan Werk, 9:15 a.m.

Thursday, Jan. 15, 22, 29: “Israeli Society
Through Cinema” film course, with 
Dr. Eric Goldman, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 22: Book Club, Nine Parts of
Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic
Women by Geraldine Brooks, 11:45 a.m.

Building a State: The notion that the
land could be “reclaimed” and that pio-
neers working the land would be “built
up” by the experience were dominant
images in the films that preceded
Israel’s establishment and in the years
following statehood.

The Middle Years: The introduction of
the “bourekas” films that pitted Ashke-
nazi against Sephardi and captured the
difficult issues of immigration, absorp-

tion, and assimilation. A “grown-up”
period followed and its films were
affected by the New Wave culture of
Europe. The Six-Day War and Yom Kippur
War made for major change.

Coming of Age: In search of its
national identity, Israel struggled with
the Palestinian conflict by producing
numerous films about Jews and Arabs
in romantic relationships. With the
Oslo Accords, Israeli filmmakers began

to explore societal issues in more
sophisticated movies. Over the last
decade, the variety of issues tackled
on screen and the quality of work have
drawn the world’s — and the Oscars’
— attention.

Eric Goldman, of Ergo Media, is adjunct
professor of cinema at Yeshiva University
and served as guest host of the Turner
Classic Movies series “The Projected Image:
Jewish Experience on Film” in September.

Dr. Eric Goldman, renowned expert on Israeli and Jewish cinema,
will present a three-part course on Thursdays, Jan. 15, 22, & 29, 7-9:15 p.m.
(make-up class in event of snow: Feb. 5)

A Lens on Israel: A Society Through its Cinema

Movies provide insight into Israel’s birth, growth and development, offering
an ideal “lens” through which we gain a greater understanding of the coun-
try’s history, culture, and challenges. 
The three stages of Israeli cinema:
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What is the Talmud? 
Along with the Torah, the Talmud defines how Jews have lived throughout the millenia, up to modern times. 
Through the Talmud, the Rabbis filled in the details that the Torah left out and expanded on the Torah to cover 
the entirety of personal, family and community life. But to many Jews, the Talmud remains a closed book. In this 
course, we will look at what the Talmud is, how it came to be, and what impact it continues to have on our lives. 
This course is designed for people with little or no exposure to the Talmud and requires no Hebrew or prior 
knowledge. 
Instructor: Derek Fields; Dates: January 6, 13 ,20, 27; Feb 3, 10; Time: 7:45 – 9:00 pm;  Location: Toby Shapiro 
Adult Conference Center
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Adult Education JANUARY 2015!

Eric Goldman Three-Part Film Course on “Israeli Society Through Cinema” 
Thursdays, January 15, 22, 29   7:00 – 9:15 pm and snow/make-up class February 5
A Lens on Israel: A Society Through its Cinema: Israeli movies provide insight into Israel’s birth, growth and 
development as a country.  The cinema gives us an ideal “lens” by which we gain a greater understanding of 
Israel’s history, culture and the challenges to its existence. In this mini-course, Dr. Eric Goldman will examine the 
changing nature of Israeli society as reflected through its cinema.
Eric Goldman is adjunct professor of cinema at Yeshiva University and the host, with Robert Osborne, of the 
Turner Classic Movies series “The Projected Image: The Jewish Experience on Film,” scheduled for broadcast in 
September. This summer, he was a fellow at Brandeis University’s Schusterman Institute for Israel Studies.
Instructor: Dr. Eric Goldman; Date: Thursdays, January 15, 22, 29   7:00 – 9:15 pm and snow/make-up class 
February 5; Time: 7:00 pm – 9:00 p.m; Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center

Scholar-in-Residence for John and Judy Craig Annual Conservative Women’s Movement/Sisterhood 
Shabbaton January 30 and 31 - Celebrating Women Cantors

Friday, January 30
7:15 pm – Learning with:  Cantor Nancy Abramson and Cantorial Students Shoshi Rosenbaum 
and Sarah Levine  - Topic Zemirot: Songs for Shabbat Singing
8:00 pm – Late Service lead by visting Cantor.
Saturday, January 31 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm Sisterhood Shabbat Lead Service
Cantor Abramson – D’var Torah on your professional journey and role of Women Cantors today
Following Kiddush Cantor Abramson, Cantorial Students Shoshi Rosenbaum and Sarah Levine – 

Cantor Nancy Abramson is director of the H. L. Miller Cantorial School and College of Jewish Music at JTS.  She trains 
future hazzanim in prayer, nusah and religious leadership, and is helping shape cantorial arts and practices for the 21st 
century. Having served as senior vice president and two-time national convention co-chair of the Cantors Assembly, 
Cantor Abramson is now president of the organization, the first female officer in the Cantors Assembly’s 67-year history.
Cantor Abramson has performed as a soloist at Carnegie Hall, Avery Fischer Hall, and Lincoln Center, and has sung 
with the Rinat Choir in Israel.  Cantor Abramson came to JTS from New York City’s Park Avenue Synagogue, where 
she directed all musical aspects of congregational life, and previously served West End Synagogue in Manhattan and 
Congregation Sons of Israel in Briarcliff Manor, New York.  She has taught at the Abraham Joshua Heschel School in 
New York, and directed the music program at Ramah camps in Wisconsin and New England.  She has been a scholar-
in-residence in communities throughout the United States.  Cantor Abramson sits on the board of the Zamir Choral 
Foundation and the Magic Circle Opera Repertory Ensemble. 
Cantor Abramson is a graduate of the Joint Program of the Albert A. List College of Jewish Studies of JTS and Columbia 
University, from which she earned a BHL in Jewish History and a BA in Music. She received her cantorial education at 
JTS, and earned a master’s degree in Music Education from Teachers College, Columbia University.  She is married to 
Mitch Glenn; they have three children and one delightful grandson.
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The Journey to a New Christian-Jewish Relationship: 1947-2015
Philip A. Cunningham, Ph.D. - January 8-11, 2015
This series will survey the origins and development of the new relationship between the Jewish and Christian 
communities that began to unfold in the aftermath of the Shoah. It will consider the sea change that occurred in 
Christian self-understanding, the impact in both communities of new ways of reading the scriptures, challenges in 
beginning and deepening dialogue, and hopes for a future of collaboration and mutual enrichment. 

Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 7:30 pm at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
“The Journey to a New Christian-Jewish Relationship: 1947-2015”
This program introduces the series by exploring the key reforms in Christian thought demanded by the atrocity of the 
Holocaust. Though a need for dialogue between Jews and Christians was seen by many, the effort encountered many 
challenges and controversies over the years. Nonetheless, with patience and perseverance an unprecedented degree of 
positive interaction has occurred, leading to open and respectful conversations between Christians and Jews on profound 
religious topics. 
Friday, January 9, 2015 6:00 dinner, $18.00 pp, at CAI, RSVP online at www.agudath.org on our events page or to Allison 
at arobinson@agudath.org
7:30 program at First Presbyterian Church
“The Apostle Paul: Jewish Apostate or Jewish Apostle?”
The figure of Paul of Tarsus, to whom thirteen New Testament books are attributed, has proven to be pivotal in the growth 
of contemporary Christian and Jewish rapprochement. Once seen as the individual most responsible for negative church 
attitudes toward Judaism and the Torah, recent scholarship is instead viewing him as a Pharisee who remained Torah 
observant all his life but who became enthusiastic that God was in the process of inaugurating the Age to Come. The 
implications of this new Pauline portrait for relations between Christians and Jews in our very different religious world of 
today will also be discussed. 
Saturday, January 10, 2015 at 11:30 am followed by lunch and a Q and A Discussion at 12:45 pm at CAI 
“The Tanakh and the Christian Bible: Battle Ground or Meeting Ground?”
For centuries, conversations between Christians and Jews about the scriptures – usually initiated by Christians for 
conversionary purposes – often became polemical disputations. For various reasons that this presentation will examine, 
this is no longer the case. Today Jewish and Christian scholars collaborate in studying important biblical, historical, and 
archaeological subjects, leading to crucial insights into the formation of both Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism. This emerging 
understanding of our origins opens up new possibilities for mutual interreligious enrichment today. 
Saturday, January 10, 2015 at 7:30 pm at First Presbyterian Church
“The State of Israel and Jewish-Christians Relations”
The establishment in 1948 of a modern nation-state called Israel as a homeland for Jews generated theological challenges 
for both Christians and Jews. For example, Christians had to grapple with a legacy that saw Jewish landlessness as validating 
Christian truths, while Jews struggled with whether a Jewish state should exist in pre-messianic times. Persistent geopolitical 
turmoil, often manipulated by superpower rivalries, made interreligious conversation about these matters very difficult – a 
reality that continues today. This presentation is not about “solving” the various Middle East conflicts. Instead it will explore 
why Jews and Christians all over the world find these topics so challenging to discuss and suggest approaches for constructive 
dialogue. 
Sunday, January 11, 2015 at 2:30 pm at Notre Dame Catholic Church
“Pope Francis and Rabbi Abraham Skorka: A New Phase of the Christian and Jewish Relationship?”
Among several historic firsts, the election of Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio brought to the papacy the first pontiff to have enjoyed 
regular theological dialogue with close Jewish friends. This experience has powerfully shaped Pope Francis’ writings on the 
subject of Christian-Jewish relations, which suggest that the “new relationship” may be entering a new and exciting period of 
mutual enrichment. It will propose that the deepening relationship could be understood as resembling a traditional Jewish 
practice called chavruta: the close study of religious traditions with a study partner. 

CAI Book Club January 22 - 11:45 am 
Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women by Geraldine Brooks



CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

PAGE 12

Winston Churchill once said “We 
make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give.” It 
is not an uncommon conversation 
to be heard around here about the 
importance of making a difference by 
giving. Though much our curriculum 
includes the concept of mitzvot and 
small mitzvah projects, it seems that 
our families always want more. Thanks 
to the amazing efforts and dedication 
of Alison Rosenthal, we are pleased to 
share that we are now a sponsor for 
Toni’s Kitchen Backpack Program! 

We have told Toni’s Kitchen that for the next six months, 
which began in December we will be responsible for filling 
the backpacks for one day a month of the tutoring program 
(approximately 25 backpacks). I am proud to announce 
that over thirty families have signed up for this meaningful 
program. These families will be asked to pick up the empty 
backpacks from Agudath, fill them with food items and drop 
the backpack at Agudath several Sundays. 
We are so thankful to Alison for all of her hard work in 
creating a giving opportunity for our families. Lastly, thank 
you to all of our families for committing yourself to this 
program and this wonderful mitzvah! 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only 
thing that ever does.”~ Margaret Mead

Religious School 
Principal

M
A

R
IS

A
’S

 M
E

S
S

A
G

E

ECC children gather every Monday morning to greet the new week with the recitation of havdallah.
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E We at CAI have the very good fortune to have a top-notch Caring Committee. The George 
and Molly Kaplan Caring Committee provide rides for congregants to doctor appointments, 
errands, and synagogue activities. They run errands, do some grocery shopping, or pick up kids 
from school. They can make visits to the homebound, bring a challah to the elderly, and make 
phone calls to check in on one who is ill. And I must say, our committee is one of the best in the 
Metrowest area!

We have had the good fortune to be led by co-chairs Beth Sackman and Carol Berman for the 
last three years. These women arranged for countless rides and had many, many meals delivered. There is 
no one who left a message at the synagogue and did not hear back from them within a very short period 
of time. They have been acknowledged with thank you notes and many donations to the Caring Committee 
from grateful congregants. I have so enjoyed working with these women and their extreme competence.

But, I am very excited to welcome the new co-chairs Michelle Shandler and Cindy Brooks. They are ready and 
raring to go in their new positions, and I am sure they will bring many gifts to their work, the most obvious 
being enthusiasm!

We are lucky to have such wonderful volunteers, both as chairs, and as committee members. Thank you all 
for making our George and Molly Kaplan Caring Committee the blessing it is.

For more information on the history of the committee, see http://www.agudath.org/history-of-kaplan-
caring-committee.html

To volunteer or to access the help of the committee, please call 973-226-3600 x142.

Karen Frank
Congregational Nurse
862-485-9062

Karen Frank

Shabbat Meditation - Begin Shabbat in Stillness
Saturday, January 10, 9:30 - 10:45 am

(First Saturday of every month through June)
Shabbat is the time for quieting, stepping back from the hectic

workday world, and entering a time of peacefulness and
communion with nature and spirit. Begin your Shabbat with

meditation on four Saturday mornings this year. You will feel a 
sense of peace, tranquility, and awareness that will enhance your

Shabbat experience.
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By Neil Schreffler

Recently, 16 members of our congregation were guests of the Jain Center in Essex Fells. Our visit was preceded 
by an evening orientation program led by Dr. Neena Shah who arranged our trip. Robin Antoshkiw has written 
about our experience and her impressions in the below article. I invite you to read it as it captures the event 
quite well.
We intend to reciprocate and to that end have invited our new friends to join us on January 17 when we will 
visit Notre Dame Roman Catholic Church for a tour by Father Anthony. Beforehand, Susan Werk will show our 
guests around our beautiful building. 
Also described elsewhere in this issue is the Interfaith Lecture Series featuring Philip A. Cunningham, Ph.D., 
which begins on Thursday, January 8. It will be of interest to many, especially  those interested in interfaith 
matters.
     

By Robin Antoshkiw

On November 23 the Interfaith Committee sponsored a visit to the Jain Center of New Jersey located in Essex 
Fells.  We thank Dr. Neena Shah for the gracious invitation extended to us to visit the Jain Temple and to be part 
of their monthly prayer service known as Snathra Puja. 
Jainism is an ancient Indian religion, one of the oldest religions in the world. A fundamental principle of Jainism 
is ahimsa.  Ahimsa means nonviolence and Jain philosophy and practice dictates that no harm should come to 
any living being (human, animal, plant or microrganism) whether intentional or unintentional. Jainism teaches 
that we are all one and all beings should be treated equally and with compassion. Core beliefs include the 
concepts of reincarnation and karma. Practitioners of Jain work to eliminate negative qualities of the mind 
that interfere with the purification of the soul. These negative qualities include anger, ego, deceitfulness 
and greed. Their teachings state that anger is conquered by forgiveness; ego by humility; deceitfulness by 
straightforwardness; and greed by contentment.    
There were 16 of us from CAI who attended and I’m sure we’d all agree that we could summarize our 
experience with one word….WOW!! Upon our arrival, Dr. Shah met our group at the door and guided us into 
the temple. The warm atmosphere immediately made us feel welcomed and comfortable.  Off came our shoes 
to enter the sanctuary and the men were guided to the left side, women to the right side. We had our choice of 
sitting cross legged on the floor or in a chair. The leaders of the service made a special effort to describe Jainism 
to us and led us through each portion of their service with explanations so that we could understand their view 
of the world and what was taking place around us. The emphasis was on the oneness and equality of all living 
beings. The men were dressed primarily in white or light colors, some in traditional white robes. The women 
were bright and colorful in traditional Indian dress. A combination of a festive and spiritual atmosphere was 
demonstrated through prayer, chanting, candles, incense and ritual offerings of milk, rice, flowers, fruit and 
sweet cakes at the altar.  We were included throughout the service and actually encouraged to participate at 
different times by holding and placing some of the ritual offerings at the altar.
Following the ceremony, we were invited to their “kiddish.” We were given a place of honor as the first to be 
served. Lunch was a wonderful vegetarian Indian feast. They continually offered and served us various dishes, 
which included an aromatic rice dish, savory chickpea stew, traditional bread, papadam, pudding, and sweet 
cakes, among other delicious items.
In summary, we all agreed it was truly a moving day. We learned about Jainism and were honored to be a part 
of their prayer service. The warmth of this experience will remain with us for a long time. 
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Continued from page 5
We spoke with the families later, and it turns out that one of the fathers, Jorge,  has been to Israel already, and the kids 
have done summer camp in Russia and in Azerbaijan.  Go figure. Jorge’s family will live in Be’er Sheva, so I told them to find 
Rabbi Mauricio Balter, who has visited us at CAI many times.   Another family is moving to Ashkelon; we told them to find 
Rabbi Gustavo Suraszki, who wrote out a Torah Scroll for us and was here at CAI for a week about three years ago.
 
-- At the same service, I was asked to sing El Maley Rachamim, the Prayer for the Dead, for two members of the 
congregation.  Our past president Julie Ripps z”l was born in Havana; well, this was her family’s shul.  As I sang, I had Julie 
in mind, plus her parents, Anna and Joseph Gabai, and family relatives that Julie’s daughter Vanessa had told me about.   
This was their Sanctuary...  Later, we visited the community’s Jewish cemetery, and found Ripps family graves.

-- Adela Dworin, head of the congregation, told us, “After 1992, when Communist Party members could be 
openly religious, Fidel Castro called a meeting of religious leaders, and I went.  After the meeting, I said to him, 
‘Mr. President, why have you never come to visit our synagogue?’  
‘You never invited me!’  
‘Well, why don’t you come this Friday?  It’s Hanuka.’
‘What is Hanuka?’
I couldn’t go into a long explanation, so I said, ‘Hanuka is the Revolution of the Jews.’  
He likes revolution, so he came.”

There are many other stories...   But if you want to make some of your own, the World Jewry Committee is 
involved in planning trips to visit Jewish communities in Hungary, Prague, Portugal, Spain and Argentina in the 
next two years.  See me, Rabbi Hammerman, or other members of the committee!  -- Cantor Caplan
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January 2015

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
Please join us at the Adult Senior Lounge for exercise, social, cultural, and educational 
experiences with a wonderfully welcoming group of individuals.  The group usually meets 
twice a week; Mondays and Thursdays from 11:45 am – 2:00 pm for exercise led by Tami 
Rager and Melissa Schaffer, followed by lunch and programing.  
**We will be starting to have our Thursday meetings at Crane’s Mill (459 Passaic Ave. West 
Caldwell, NJ).  Timing will be the same, just at a different location.  We are looking forward to 

this very exciting move!**
We also take trips, which are sometimes scheduled on different days of the week.  Our main goal is to keep 
you healthy, happy and actively involved.  We try to include a variety of programs to expose our members to a 
multitude of experiences throughout the year.  
Note that our Congregational Nurse, Karen Frank, will set aside time to meet with you individually each month at 
noon, on scheduled days.  If you should need her services for yourself or a loved one, please speak to Arielle or 
Karen.  You can leave a message at the synagogue at 226-3600 ext. 119 for Arielle, or ext. 141 for Karen. 

Our January programs include:

Monday, January 5
Debbie Shapiro will lead a current events discussion

Thursday, January 8 (at Crane’s Mill)
Hirshhorn Speaker: Sheryl Urman – “The Dreyfus Affair”

Monday, January 12
Missy Jacobs, LCSW, will lead a group discussion

Thursday, January 15 (at Crane’s Mill)
Rabbi Silverstein will address the group – “Seeking Jewish Religious Diversity 

Inside Israel”
*Karen Frank will have office hours at 12:30 pm*

NO MEETING MONDAY, JANUARY 19 IN OBSERVANCE OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

Thursday, JANUARY 22  (at Crane’s Mill) 
2014 – A year in review

NO MEETINGS ON MONDAY, JANUARY 26 OR THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY! 

FUTURE EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO:

February 9 - Karen Frank will be having office hours and leading a group 
discussion

February 12 – Rishon, Hadar Tal will be talking to the group
February 19  - Brown Bag Event – learning about expired medications and 

medication management

Arielle Kay
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Event Co-Chairs 
Rebecca & Ari Berman 

Dorie & Seth Eisenstein 
Mandi & Brett Perlmutter 

 
Committee Members 

Jennifer & Nathan Dany 
Shani & Louis Drogin 

Stacey & Michael Gold 
Cindy & Neil Goldstein 

Alexis Gruber & Matthew Fischer 
Jessica & Randy Nathan 

Mindy & Alex Opper 
Julie & Brett Rosen 

Rachel & Paul Scherzer 
Laura & Harlan Schreiber 

Jordan & Joseph Shumofsky 
Allegra & Michael Simon 

Jennifer & Eli Turner 

 

Enjoy a fun night out with 
other CAI ECC & grade 

school parents sampling 
delicious wines from 

around the world, beer & 
appetizers while enjoying 

fabulous music! 

http://tinyurl.com/CAIevent 
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Through December 5. We gratefully acknowledge all who generously support Congregation Agudath Israel’s many programs 
by remembering and honoring friends and loved ones.  Donations can be made on our website, www.agudath.org, or by send-
ing a check to the synagogue office.  Please call or email Allison Robinson, Member Services Assistant, at 973-226-3600 x110 or  
donations@agudath.org, if you have any questions.

The CAI Tribute Fund

In memory of Ted Eisenberg’s mother, Ruth 
Eisenberg

•  Terry and Hyman Izraeli
•  Blanche and Irwin Lerner
•  Esther and Harry Kartus

In memory of Evelyn Kapin Samurin
•  Blanche and Irwin Lerner

In memory of Froman Mehl’s brother, Massie 
Mehl

•  Annice and Sy Silberberg

In memory of Jeff Bier and Rachel Fink’s 
grandmother, Pauline Bier
•  Eric and Steffanie Edelstein

In memory of Sandra Hausman Augenblick
•  Eric and Steffanie Edelstein

In honor of Father Anthony Randazzo
•  Marvin and Anne Elmowitz

In honor of Yizkor and Shemini Atzeret
•  Jerry and Lori Solomon

In honor of Annice and Sy Silberberg’s great 
grandson’s Bar Mitzvah

•  Etta and Froman Mehl

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Kass’ daugh-
ter’s Bat Mitzvah

•  Susan and Richard Blender

In honor of Ethan Markon’s Bar Mitzvah
•  Marc Rudoltz and Lisa Hochman

In honor of the birth of Jane and Ned Glad-
stein’s first grandson, Jackson Sblendorio

•  The Kartus Family

In honor of Emma Burke’s Bat Mitzvah
•  Esther and Shai Kartus

The Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

In memory of Rose Biermann
•  Wendy, Steve, and Matthew Leeds

In memory of Ted and Rebecca Zimmerman’s 
son, Neil Zimmerman

•  Roseland Amateur Radio Club

In memory of Sylvia Taubenfeld’s nephew
•  Terry and Hyman Izraeli

In honor of Annice and Sy Silberberg’s 70th 
anniversary

•  John and Jane Youderian

In honor of Cantor Caplan for “his many kind-
nesses”

•  Shoshana Silberman

Memorial Plaques
IN MEMORY OF:

•  Michael Andrew Greene, from Bernard 
Greene

•  Claire Merrit, from Sheryl Rosenthal

Generation to Generation Plaques

•  In loving memory of Joseph S. Finkel “PJ,” 
from Roz Ehrlich, Michelle, Drew, Lauren, 
and Evan Krichman

•  In loving memory of Estelle T. Finkel “Gigi,” 
from Roz Ehrlich, Michelle, Drew, Lauren, 
and Evan Krichman

Adult Education Fund

In memory of Debby’s parents, Sam Uchill 
and Ida Uchill, and in memory of Clifford’s 
relatives, Samuel Miller and Dora Miller, 
Sheldon Miller and Leonard Miller, Joel Miller 
and Dale Miller, Sheyndl Mattler and Wolf 
Mattler, Anna Sturman and David Sturman, 
George Sturman, Elaine Sturman Friedman, 
Dr. Harry Sturman, Louis Sturman and Meyer 
Sturman; in honor of Phil Kruger and in 
appreciation for hosing the visit from 

Professor James Kugel; and in honor of reciting 
Yizkor memorial prayers on Yom Kippur and 
Shemini Atzeret in memory of the above 
loved ones and other relatives, teachers, 
classmates, pupils, neighbors and friends

•  Deborah and Rabbi Clifford Miller

The Barry Rozman Technology Fund
 
In memory of her grandmother, Lola Gottfried
•  Marjorie Rozman

In memory of their beloved mother-in-law and 
grandmother, Bunny Rozman

•  Marjorie, Aliza, Avi, and Dani

In memory of her beloved son-in-law, Barry
•  Dollsey Rappaport

In honor of the birth of Richie Dicker’s 
granddaughter, Sadie, and in memory of 
Marla Scott
•  Margie, Aliza and Tom, Avi

In honor of Aliza Rozman and Tom Nigra’s 
wedding
•  Robin and David Leitner

The CAI Cares Fund

In memory of Warren Page’s mother, Rosalind 
Page

•  Gail and Max Kleinman

The David Taubenfeld Ramah Scholarship 
Fund

In honor of the wedding of Nat and Bea 
Taubenfeld’s grandchild

•  Margot and Fred Kann

The ECC Educational Enhancement Fund

In memory of Emma and Jacob’s grandmother, 
Zella Schiefelbein

•  Marlene and Betty’s 3’s class

The Generation to Generation Fund

In memory of Carolyn Gordon
•  Gary Gordon

In memory of Beverly Gutterman’s father, Carl 
Miller

•  Linda and Michael Lowenthal

In memory of Ted Eisenberg’s mother, Ruth 
Eisenberg

•  Linda and Michael Lowenthal

In memory of Leanne Rettig’s mother, Susan 
Melchner

•  Linda and Michael Lowenthal

In honor of Arthur Bocian’s birthday
•  Hilary and Howard Rabner

The George & Molly Kaplan Caring Fund

In memory of Werner Engelbert’s wife, Mickey 
Engelbert

•  Terry and Hyman Izraeli

In memory of Evelyin Kapin Samurin
•  Terry and Hyman Izraeli

In memory of Beverly Hecht’s wife, Eugene 
Hecht

•  Terry and Hyman Izraeli

The Jack Lippe Memorial Fund

In honor of Randy Kanter
•  Etta and Froman Mehl

The Jerry Sepinwall Jewish Environmental 
Fund

In honor of Harriet Sepinwall for hosting their 
family for Sukkot

•  Marcia Sherman El-Baz

The Kiddush Co-Sponsors

In memory of Robert’s first cousin, Glenn 
David Markman

•  Robert and Janet Markman

In honor of Zoe Offir’s Bat Mitzvah
•  Robert and Elly Chernin
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The Kiddush Contributors

In memory of Ida Uchill and in honor of her two 
devoted daughters, Deborah Miller and Vicki 
Uchill

•  Rabbi Clifford Miller

In memory of Mickey Engelbert
•  Fred and Margot Kann

In memory of Karen’s father, Solomon Rogoff
•  Karen and Ted Eisenberg

In memory of Judy’s brother, Robert Lapkin
•  Judy and John Craig

In memory of Lewis Kann
•  Fred and Margot Kann

In memory of Sheldon’s sisters, Helen Tiersten 
and Evelyn Schreck

•  Sheldon and Bonnie Cytron

In memory of Alvin Maxman
•  Ronald and Helen Maxman

In honor of the Auf Ruf of their son, Todd Adest, 
and Sandra Goldring

•  Tina and Phil Adest

In honor of the 30th anniversary of their parents, 
Michelle Zeman and Howie Feiwus

•  Jessica and Marissa Feiwus

In honor of Matthew’s Bar Mitzvah
•  Gail and Ian Savloff

In honor of the 4th anniversary of Matthew’s  
Bar Mitzvah

•  Evan and Mindy Blum

In honor of their new grandson, Elan Yehuda 
Majzner

•  Linda and Israel Majzner

In honor of Emma’s Bat Mitzvah
•  Amy and Vincent Burke

In honor of the wedding of their son Samuel to 
Alexandria

•  Virgil and Eva Duncan

The Kiddush Fund

In memory of Sylvia Gruhin
•  Lee and Deirdre Gruhin

The Martha and Sol Rogoff Children’s Activity 
Fund

In honor of Virgil and Eva Duncan’s son Samuel’s 
wedding to Alexandria

•  Karen and Ted Eisenberg

The Norman and Julia Ripps Scholarship Fund for 
Summer Youth Programs

In memory of Ted Eisenberg’s mother, Ruth 
Eisenberg

•  Barbara Goldstein

In honor of their grandson Justin Youderian’s Bar 
Mitzvah

•  John and Jane Youderian

The Prayer Book Fund

•  Amy Fineberg

In memory of Allan Jack Feinblum
•  Robin Szuchman

The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

In memory of Evelyn Kapin Samurin
•  Roberta Ferrara
•  Eileen and Steve Berliner

In memory of Jeff Bier and Rachel Fink’s grand-
mother, Pauline Bier

•  Dianne Mink
•  Lisa and Jason Marx

In honor of the marriage of Allison Black and 
Rory Perner

•  Gail and David Black

In honor of two aliyot
•  Nogah and Bruce Revesz

In honor of their chaverah
•  Anne and Marvin Elmowitz
•  Bonnie and Sheldon Cytron
•  Helaine and Michael Mund
•  Seena and Arthur Pajonk
•  Renee and Joel Reiser
•  Joan and Mark Shufro
•  Sharlene and Paul Vichness

The Toby Shapiro Library Fund

In honor of Andie Steinberg’s Bat Mitzvah
•  Roy Shapiro and Gail Grollman

Have good news to share?  
Please let us know! 

Contact arobinson@agudath.org

Through December 5, 2014
MAZEL TOV TO:

• Richie Dicker on the birth of his granddaughter, Sadie
• Scott and Samantha Holzberg on the birth of their daughter, Nora Sloane
• Eric and Melissa Sobel on the birth of their son, Eli
• Ned and Jane Gladstein on the birth of their grandson, Jackson Peter Sblendorio
• Sylvia Gladstein on the birth of her great-grandson, Jackson Peter Sblendorio
• Mark and Lauren Stern on the birth of their cousin, Jackson Peter Sblendorio
• Allen and Judith Zaks on the engagement of their daughter, Annie
• Virgil and Eva Duncan on the marriage of their son, Samuel, to Alexandria
• Jack and Cynthia Plawner on the marriage of their son, JasonP
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• Meir Sebia Alelov from Noel Alelov
• Cecilia Bandler from Phyllis Friedman
• Gloria Bauer from Harvey Hershkowitz
• Norma Bernstein from Ruth Percely
• Gerald Louis Billig from Jeffrey and Janet Billig
• Joseph Blank from Stanley Blank
• Phyllis Blank from Stanley Blank
• Ruth Blank from Stanley Blank
• Stanley Block from Matthew Block
• Tillie Brell from Karen Eisenberg
• MaryAnn Budd from Eileen Fishman
• Morris Chiaet from Steve Chiaet
• Harry Cohen from Leonard Cohen
• Sol Danoff from David Danoff
• Arthur Daum from Fern and Mark Kumar
• Bernard Elfenbein from Anita Elfenbein and 

Leslie and Linda Elfenbein
• Dina Elmowitz from Marvin Elmowitz
• Allan Engel from Bernice Engel
• Max Fine from Joseph and Annette Fine
• Sheila Finston from Stanley Blank
• Ed Franklin from Arthur Franklin
• Mickey Fried from Paula Saginaw
• Elaine Sturman Friedman from Rabbi Clifford 

and Debby Miller
• Roslyn Garfinkel from Renee Sachs
• Jack Goldberg from Elaine Blank
• Martin Goldberg from Jeffrey Goldberg
• Selma Gordon from Nina Wasserman
• Lola Gottfried from Marjorie Rozman
• Robert Gould from Alice Gould
• Herbert Grossman from Sandy Grossman
• Sylvia Gruhin from Lee Gruhin
• Pauline Gutterman from Margie Samuels
• Samuel Heller from Carole Shapiro
• David Hershkowitz from Harvey Hershkowitz
• William Hurst from Carole Shapiro
• Sara Ijadi from Manuchehr Eijadi
• Harry I. Jacobs from Judi and Sydney Jacobs
• Sadye Silversteen Jacobs from Judi and Sydney 

Jacobs
• Rose Joseph from Joyce Wasserman
• Scott Harris Kaplan from Marc, Ellen, and Wendi 

Kaplan
• Joan Kass from Mayer Kass and Elizabeth Kass
• Morris Kaufman from Louis Kaufman
• Morris H. Kruger from Ann Kruger Leeb
• Frederick Levine from Celeste Werfel
• Roslyn Hoffer Lieberman from Karen Glaser
• Joel Liebling from Linette Liebling
• Zelda Finkleman Liebling from Linette Liebling
• Morris Light from Zena. L. Lisa
• Dr. Stanley Lipson from Diane Reidenberg

• Dorothy Lotto from Dan Lotto
• Leonard Ludwig from Stanley Blank
• Morris Ludwig from Stanley Blank
• Sadie Ludwig from Stanley Blank
• Bebe Mandel from Lois Shulruff
• Joseph Mankin from Arthur Mankin
• Sheyndl Mattler from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• Wolf Mattler from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• Dale Miller from Rabbi Clifford and Debby Miller
• Dora Miller from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• Joel Miller from Rabbi Clifford and Debby Miller
• Leonard Miller from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• Samuel Miller from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• Sheldon Miller from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• Claire Mueller from Howard Levine
• Sol Neufeld from Rita and Rabbi Alan Silverstein
• Martin Prince from Mitchel Prince
• William Rachelson from Margie and Larry 

Samuels
• David Robinson from Bernice Malovany
• Max Rosenberg from Annette and Joseph Fine
• Emanuel M. Rosenbluth from Shirley Feinblum
• Lera Schreffler from Neil Schreffler
• Annette Shermak from Stanley Blank
• Shirley Silver from Barbara Erlichman
• Larry Silverstein from Lori Solomon
• Anna Sitkin from Steve Chiaet
• Abe Spiegel from Esta Edelman
• Anna Sturman from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• David Sturman from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• George Sturman from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• Dr. Harry Sturman from Rabbi Clifford and 

Debby Miller
• Louis Sturman from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• Meyer Sturman from Rabbi Clifford and Debby 

Miller
• Norman Troum from Anne Troum
• Ida Uchill from Debby and Rabbi Clifford Miller
• Sam Uchill from Debby and Rabbi Clifford Miller
• Gertrude G. Wasserman from Arnold 

Wasserman
• Bernard Weinberger from Donald Weinberger
• David Weissman from Sharon Glauberg

As of December 5, 2014
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PLEASE VOTE FOR MERCAZ in the World Zionist Organization elections January 13 - April 30

You may have never even heard of one of the most important institutions in Jewish life, but it needs you now. Here in 
the United States, MERCAZ is the Zionist organization of the Conservative Movement. MERCAZ promotes and supports 
Zionist education, Israel programs and aliyah within our movement.  At the same time, MERCAZ represents the interests of 
Masorti Judaism and the worldwide Conservative/Masorti Movement in the World Zionist Organization (WZO) and in the 
Jewish Agency for Israel. Within those bodies, MERCAZ is the advocate to enhance the value of religious pluralism within 
Jewish life in Israel and the force that guarantees funding for religious streams in Israel in general and for the Masorti/
Conservative movement in particular.
 
Here is how it works: The WZO and the Jewish Agency divide monies raised for Israel by local Federations. The 
apportionment of those monies is directly affected by the relative sizes of delegations from each Zionist organization. The 
more delegates we the Conservative Movement have in these bodies, and particularly within the World Zionist Congress, 
the more money our movement receives and the more say we have in ensuring that the flow of money and the guiding 
philosophy of the Jewish Agency supports our concerns for pluralism in Israeli society.
 
The size of the MERCAZ delegation is a direct result of votes in the World Zionist Congress election. The more that 
Conservative Jews vote, the more MERCAZ delegates are elected and the more representatives we have, the more money 
we are allocated and the more we can make a difference. The problem is that though Conservative Jews have historically 
led the way in their commitment to Zionism, we are not as strongly represented in the WZO as we should be, given the 
number of Conservative/Masorti Jews around the world.
 
That’s where you come in. The election for the 37th World Zionist Organization Congress is here. You can help MERCAZ 
increase the size of our delegation simply by registering with the American Zionist Movement, the US affiliate of the WZO, 
and then voting for MERCAZ delegates when you receive your ballot. Registering costs just $10.00. You can register by 
going to www.mercazusa.org and clicking on “Register” or completing a mail-in registration. Registration begins on January 
13th and ends April 30th.   
 
How much does your vote help? To date, MERCAZ has been securing annually on behalf of our movement $1.7 million 
of direct allocations to Masorti institutions in Israel, including funding for Masorti congregations, TALI (Masorti Public) 
Schools, USY’s Nativ Year Program, the Conservative Yeshiva, the Schechter Rabbinical School in Jerusalem and programs 
to promote outreach and pluralism. MERCAZ also has gained hundreds of thousands of additional dollars to support 
Conservative/Masorti educational projects around the world, including adult Jewish study in Berlin, camp Ramah in 
Russia, lay leadership training in England and shlichim (Israeli representatives) to work with American Jewish teens. Most 
important MERCAZ has earned appointments to various committees and boards of the Jewish Agency that allow us direct 
influence in the decision-making process and in the distribution of millions of dollars in areas that are of direct concern to 
us.
 
Just think. You can achieve all that with just $10.00. Register now, and vote the MERCAZ slate –Slate #2 in the Zionist 
Congress election. 

TORAH FUND
Torah Fund, through its annual campaign supports the 
Jewish education of future professional and lay leaders for 
the Conservative movement at The Jewish Theological 
Seminary, The Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, and The 
Schechter Institute. Many women proudly wear the Torah 
Fund pins, which indicate their donation to this worthy 
cause. Torah Fund also sells cards for many life-cycle 
occasions and distributes a calendar diary with secular 
and Jewish dates on the same page. For further information 
about Torah Fund, please contact Sisterhood President Shari 
Bricker, Jsbrck@aol.com, or Torah Fund Chair, Sharon 
Hammerman, SFHammermn@aol.com.

The CAI Caring Committee is a volunteer group 
that provides assistance to congregants in need. 
Some of the services that we offer are: transportation 
to and from medical appointments and the 
synagogue, running errands and helping with chores, 
providing meals, visiting the sick or home bound and 
mobilizing family and friends during a crisis. CIndy 
Brooks, cbrooks_317@yahoo.com, and Michelle 
Shandler, mlshandler@gmail.com are the co-chairs of 
this committee, and they are always looking for 
volunteers. Now is your opportunity to become a 
member of the CAI Caring Committee and make a 
difference! caringcommittee@agudath.org.
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We had a lot of fun at our November Regional dinner. The dinner is a great affair that has turned into an evening 
that I look forward to every year. I get a fun time with friends from the Shul have developed over the years. Every 
now and then I meet up with folks I grew up with, know from work or other Congregations, but for me I enjoy 
most having a nice dinner with the friends from CAI.
We honored Randy Kanter for his years as the Chairman of the Jack Lippe Scholarship fund. I can’t calculate how 
much time and effort Randy put into the Scholarship Award for us, but he thanked us for letting him do this.  It is 
something that I have come across several times; people in our Shul, thanking me for asking them to help.  
(See the picture below)
I couldn’t have understood the feeling, unless I had experienced it myself; I gained much more from working with 
the Building Committee when we re-built the Shul than I gave in time and effort.  When Men’s Club President 
came onto my shoulders, I couldn’t imagine where I would find the time to do the tasks, or how I could make the 
time pleasant, but it just happens, time is budgeted, and I like what we do.
With us, I find that out of a tribe of people who “wrestle with G-d,” we are the ones who have to get things done; 
some of the physical needs of the Congregation fall on us. In the 50’s and 60’s all the members of our Shul did 
much more, but over time we have professional staff that pick up what we can’t do anymore. I like to think we 
enjoy doing these things, I know I do and so we provide a service, and enjoy ourselves doing it. 
Gary Kabler put up the Menorah Sununday, December 14. This Sclupture was made by George Greene and it is a 
nice addition to Chanukah. 
On Sunday, January 4 we will be holding our annual blood drive in conjunction with the NJ Blood Center.  Everyone 
will hear more on this as we get closer to the date.
We hold our drive at this time as it is when the supply of blood is at its lowest at the beginning of the New Year. 
Donating blood is the ultimate Mitzvah giving life to someone anonymously. Please come out and support this 
most worthwhile endeavor.
We have some tickets available for the NJ Devils game on January 31. Contact David Moses at dmoses@18intl.com 
or his mobile 973-600-6783. They have gone quickly and we are looking at buying a second batch. For a first year 
event we are creating a nice turn out. 

I hope everyone had a Happy New Year and come out to join us and have some fun.
Mike Chiaet,
Men’s Club President
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Saturday, January 17th at 6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 
All Early Childhood through Second Grade 

      students and their families are invited to join us 
for an exploration of our five senses and Havdalah! 

Enjoy the magic of ending Shabbat with your     
family, Geula, Marisa, Susan and  

your teachers.  
Following the activity and Havdalah service, we 

will have a sweet treat to start the week!  
Please R.S.V.P. by January 5th to             

education@agudath.org. 
 
  

 

CAI  
Havdalah Happening 

Sponsored by CAI Education Department  
Program will be located in the 
Irene Edelstein Promenade 
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Your Torah Fund contribution strengthens and perpetuates 
Conservative/Masorti Judaism throughout the world.

Mishpahah—משפחה  
Family
Not for nothing does the Torah begin with stories about families. The family in Judaism 
holds a central place, from the first family of Adam and Chava to our own families today. 
Indeed, our ‘Amidah prayer invokes our relationship to those first Jewish families, praising 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah as a reminder 
that our connection as a community roots back to the fact that we are all—the entire Jewish 
People—one big family.

In choosing mishpahah as the theme for the 5774 Torah Fund pin, we are acknowledging 
both the sanctity that comes with being one big family and the complexity of our families 
and relationships. There is no one kind of Jewish family in the world today. Our families are 
diverse, and this pin is something to be worn proudly by women in all stages and kinds of 
family life: married, partnered, single, divorced, widowed, LGBT, straight, mothers, aunts, 
sisters, daughters. And as we support the programs of The Jewish Theological Seminary, 
the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, and the Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies, we 
proclaim that we as women in all walks of life are proudly shaping the future of the big, 
3,000-year-old Jewish family. 

Receive the 5774 pin as 

our gift to you 
in recognition of your 
generous support.

Pin design by Eytan Brandes

A campaign to ensure our 
legacy to future generations of 
Conservative Jews by providing:
Rabbis
Cantors

Educators and Administrators
for Day Schools and Synagogue Schools

Synagogue Administrators
Social Workers
Scholars
Professional and Lay Leaders
Researchers

Torah Fund
Women Ensuring Conservative/Masorti Jewish Education  

               
You are Torah Fund—
at any level:
Keter Kavod:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,000
Scholarship Patron:  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,500
Patron:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,200
Associate Patron:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 600
Guardian:    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 300
Benefactor:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 180

For information, please contact Sharon Hammerman at
sfhammermn@aol.com or Cindy Schechter at
cindyschechter@gmail.com.
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Congregation Agudath Israel 
 

Sculpt Your Body 
Free Your True Self 
Transform Your Life  
Relax With Friends 
Laugh A Lot 

 
Classes are great for beginners and 
experienced yoga students.  

 
Instructor Jen Gold Shulman (YogaJen) will ease you into a comfortable practice. 
 

Spring 2015 
 

22 Monday Sessions 9:15 – 10:15 am 
 

Jan. 5, 12, 26; Feb. 2, 9, 23; Mar. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; Apr. 6, 13, 20, 27; May 4, 11, 18;  
June 1, 8, 15, 22 

 
25 Wednesday Sessions 9:15 – 10:15 am 

 
Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28; Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25; Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25; Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13, 20, 27; 

June 3, 10, 17, 24 
 

23 Friday Sessions 12:10 – 1:10 pm 
 

Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30; Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27; Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 17, 24; May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 
June 5, 12, 19 

 
Members:  

$15 per class  
or $330 for full Monday Yoga Season  

$375 for full Wednesday Yoga Season  
or $345 for full Friday Yoga Season 

Non-Members:  
$16 per class  

or $352 for full Monday Yoga Season  
$400 for full Wednesday Yoga Season  

or $368 for full Friday Yoga Season 
 

Please check:     ___   Monday am     ___   Wednesday am   ___     Friday pm 

 
Make checks payable to CAI. Please write “Yoga” in the memo line. 

 
 
Name:   ______________________________ 
Address: ______________________________ 
  ____________________, NJ_______  
Phone:  ______________________________  
Email: 

Y O G A 
 

Amount enclosed: $_______ 
 
Check #:_____ 
Cash: $ _____ 
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BEN KOPEN
Son of Susan Kopen and the late  

Scott Kopen 
January 17 - PM 

Ben is a high honor roll student at 
Grover Cleveland Middle School in 
Caldwell.  Ben loves sports, he plays 
soccer and basketball. His true  
passion however is lacrosse; he plays 
for Caldwell and Jersey Thunder travel 
team as a defenseman.   Ben is kind 
and  compassionate with a great sense 
of humor.  He is a devoted son, brother 
and friend. He enjoys playing with his 
dog, texting his friends and watching 
ESPN. Vacations with his cousins are 
always a highlight of the summer. I can 
not express how proud I am of all Ben’s 
accomplishments and look forward to 
celebrating this important milestone 
with our family and friends.

B’NAI MITZVAH

ETHAN MARKON
Son of Stuart and Lauren Markon 

December 13 - PM 

Ethan is a thoughtful and engaging 7th 
grader at Heritage Middle School in 
Livingston. He is an excellent student 
who loves to learn, but his true passion 
is in the arts. He has been playing piano, 
studying film, photography and fine arts 
for the past 6 years. In addition, Ethan 
also loves playing soccer and has been 
on a team that his dad has coached since 
Kindergarten.

When not producing something creative, 
he loves spending his time with his 
brother and his friends.  He’s spent 
the last 4 summers at CYJ Sprout Lake 
entertaining the bunk. Last summer, 
Ethan wrote, produced, filmed and 
co-starred in a short film at The Art 
Garage in Montclair. In typical comic 
fashion, Ethan has chosen to be a Clown 
for his Bar Mitzvah project. He has 
attended numerous fundraisers where 
he entertained children by making 
balloon animals that he taught himself 
on YouTube.
 
We are so incredibly proud of all his 
accomplishments and the amazing 
young man he’s become. We are truly 
ecstatic to celebrate this joyous occasion 
with him!

LENI STEINHARDT
Daughter of Lisa and Neil Steinhardt

January 25 - AM

Leni is a 7th grader at West Essex Middle 
School. She has a younger brother, Elijah, 
who attends North Caldwell’s Gould 
School. Leni’s many interests include 
golf, fashion, sewing and cooking. She’s 
on the student council at West Essex and 
spends her summer at Silver Lake Camp.

For her mitzvah project Leni has been 
raising money and craft supplies for 
CHAP, the Children’s Healing Art Project,  
which brings innovative healing arts 
programs to critically ill, chronically ill 
and disabled children (and their loved 
ones).

We are so very proud of Leni and look 
forward to celebrating this special day 
with family and friends.

Reprinted due to printing errors.
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 Please join us for some family fun! 
 

Family Shabbat Super Bowl Dinner 
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Regional Events, Caldwell Events 
 
October 
Kadima Intro and Icebreakers  
Wed, Oct 1st 7:30 PM-8:00PM Social Hall 
(Directly following Religious School Teen Orientation) 
 
Regional Opening Event  
Oct 19th   
 
B'nai Mitzvah Brunch  
Sun, Oct 19th 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM Adult Lounge 
 
Kadima Kick Off-Minute to Win It  
Wed, Oct 22nd 7:45 PM – 8:45 PM Social Hall 
 
Kadima Brunch 
 Sat, Oct 25th 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM Adult Lounge 
 
November 
Kadima Israel Trivia Night  
Wed, Nov 12th 7:00 PM – 7:45 PM Social Hall 
 
Kadima Brunch  
Sat, Nov 15th 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM Classroom 
  
Kadima USY Roller skating  
Wed, Nov 26th 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
 
December 
Kadima Saturday Night Live 
Dec 6th East Windsor  
 
Kadima Mitzvah Madness  
Wed, Dec 17th 7:00 PM – 7:45 PM Social Hall 
 
Agudath Mitzvah Day  
Sun Dec 14th 11AM-2PM Social Hall 
 
Kadima Hanukkah Brunch  
Sat, Dec 20th 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM Adult Lounge 
 
January 
Regional Kadima Shabbaton Jan 16-17 
 
Regional 8th Grade Lock in Jan 17-18 
  Contact Information 

Adviser: Anna Richlin 
E-mail: Kadima@agudath.org 
Phone: 862-432-9590 

 

Kadima Fall 2014    
 Youth Programming for 6th, 7th, and 8th Graders 
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facebook.com/groups/caldwellusy 

usy@agudath.org 

@CaldwellUSY 

@CaldwellUSY 

Text @agudathusy to 201-468-6299 

http://jeremyvest.com/Site/images/instagram-‐

logo.gifhttp://jeremyvest.com/Site/images/instagram-‐logo.gif  	  

Caldwell USY Upcoming Events 

Contact Us 

2014-2015 Caldwell USY Board 
Chapter Events (Wed. events are 7:45-9 PM) 
Regional Events 
 

 

January 
Wed. 7th – Camp-in, summer camp in the 
winter 
Sat. 10th – Regional SATO Dance, Aberdeen 
Wed. 21st – Breakfast with Friends 
 
February 
Wed. 4th – Social Media with Missy Jacobs 
6th-8th – Regional Midwinter Kinnus, 
Livingston 
Wed. 18th – Agudath’s Got Talent Prep 
Party 
Sat. 21st – Agudath’s Got Talent (7-9 PM) 
 
March 
Sat. 7th – Regional Junior/Senior Prom, CAI 
Wed. 18th – Win, Lose, or Draw 
Regional Sunday Program - (22nd or 29th) 
 
April 
Wed. 1st – Pre-Passover Feast 
Wed. 15th – Mock Knesset 
Sat. 18th – Caldwell USY Shabbat 
Sun. 19th - Paintball 
24th-26th – Regional Spring Convention 
Wed. 29th – Battle of the Sexes – 8th graders 
invited 
 
May 
Wed. 13th – Closing BBQ 
Regional Closing Dance, date TBA 
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New Jersey Jewish Singles 45+ 

“Where Friendships Begin” 

 

 
               

   Lunch & Mingle at CAI 

Sunday, January 25, 2015 at 12:45 P.M.     

- ADMISSION: $10.00 – RSVP Required 

For information and to RSVP:  contact Sue Grossbard at singles@agudath.org   
or 973-226-3600, extension 145 

USY/Teen Tikun Olam Torah Reading 
Donate to USY’s Tikun Olam Tzedakah 

fund and support our teens’ 
commitment to Torah! 

Select an amount you wish to contribute for each teenager (post bar-bat 
mitzvah through high school) who reads Torah on Shabbat.  For example, 
if you donate $0.50 per Torah reader and ten teens read Torah in a given 
month, your total donation to USY’s Tikun Olam Tzedakah Fund will be 
$5.00. 

Name_________________________________ 

E-mail_________________________________ 

Phone_________________________________ 

Check One: 

$0.25            $0.50           $1.00           $2.00          
Other_____ 

Please send to the CAI office Attn: USY or email Jason Kay at 
usy@agudath.org. Thank you for supporting USY’s Tikun Olam Fund! 
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Interested in 
advertising in 

THE VOICE 
or know someone 

who may be?

Send an email to: 
communications@

agudath.org. 
We will send you 

pricing and 
information!
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Air Conditioning - Heating - Plumbing 
Green Technologies - Electrical - Generators

     

      

                          

Bonnie Bornstein Fertel          
Richard E. Fertel    NJ Lic. Master Plumber# 6130   NJ Lic. Electrical Contractor# 9019                   
NJ Lic. HIC #13VH0294800  Sharp Certified Solar Installer   Member SEIA Member ASHRAE  Member ACCA                                                   

  

800.287.6651 

We accept all major Credit Cards 
0% Financing Available

Residential / Commercial / Industrial   -   Serving NJ Homes and Businesses Since 1928

www.bornsteinsons.com
Mention this ad and save $50 on a repair or $300 on an installation! 

(Can not be combined with other offers)






Tel: 973-685-4547 

Email: Sales@LetsGoInvite.com 

Pine Brook, NJ 
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     FIND US ONLINE: 
     www.gesherfun.org 

 

7th-8th Grade Leadership Program 9th-10th Grade LIT Program Register Today! 

Gesher is the ONLY Jewish day camp in Essex County accredited  
by the American Camp Association (ACA). 

 

Our programs start at age 3 1/2 years old thru tenth grade.  Gesher 
campers enjoy action-packed days in a nurturing environment that  
focuses on each individual camper. Our strong camping program  

enables us to offer a safe, fun-filled and dynamic summer experience!  
  

Non-consecutive flexible weeks available at no additional cost (4 week 
minimum for most age groups) • Nutritious nut-free kosher lunch and 

snacks served daily • Door to door, seat-belted transportation provided to 
local areas on air conditioned, professionally driven vehicles • Committed to 
providing exceptional customer service and open lines of communication • 

Instructional and Recreational Swim led and supervised by our American  
Red Cross certified lifeguard staff • Professional athletic trainers teach 

skills and sportsmanship at age appropriate levels 

Winter & Summer Address: 
(862) 437-8111 

info@GesherFun   
www.GesherFun.org 

110 South Orange Avenue  
Livingston, NJ 07039 

Scott Lantzman, Director 

Enjoy the 
same great tuition rates as  

last summer! 
Save $100 with our Spring Early 
Bird discount and register by  

February 28. 
Don’t Delay...sign up today! 

Private 
Tours 

Available A
ll Year! 

Come see our 

beautifu
l campus 

— call tod
ay! 

Check out some of our 
other great discounts! 

Jewish Day School—$180 
Educator Discount — $100 
Refer A Family — $100 

Inquire T
oday 

About Our
 Adult & 

Teen Staff 

Positions 
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33 Clinton Road • Suite 109 • West Caldwell • 973-226-3333

WE’VE 
MOVED!

NOW LOCATED
across the street from 

Harmons and the 
West Caldwell Library

THE STAFF OF

AND

Caldwell 
Eye Care

Congregation Agudath
Israel Cemetery Association

Plots Available for Members

 Arthur Franklin 973-228-2033
 Mel Berkowitz 973-226-8623
 Steven Eisen         973-618-0530
 Susan Englander   973-403-1875
 Keith Marlowe 973-533-9114
 Stan Kagan          973-226-4486
 Rabbi Hammerman 973-287-3455
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Elegant Invitations by Karen
By Appointment
Karen Engel

973.632.6593 or kse14@optonline.net

Weddings ~ Bar and Bat Mitzvahs
Parties ~ Birth Announcements
Business and Personal Stationery

Exquisite Hand or Computer Calligraphy
Place Cards ~ Programs ~ Menus

Napkins ~ Guest Towels

20% Discount (on most prod-
ucts) for Our Fellow Members

gurian.com

33 Clinton Road, Suite 109
West Caldwell, NJ 07006

973-228-0429
973-226-3033

E-mail:Davegur@aol.com

1,152 individuals attended 267 hours of career seminars/workshops and support groups; 500 people 
benefitted from individual counseling and job placement services with 137 job placements reported 
by Jewish Vocational Service. 

Put your    into it. Give. Volunteer. Change Lives. Feel Great.

CALL: (973) 929-3198  EMAIL: drc@jfedgmw.org  ONLINE: www.jfedgmw.org/donate

You are the heart of Federation.
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Larry S. Raiken, Esq.
Attorney at Law

170 Changebridge Road, Unit B3-1, Montville, NJ 07045

Tel: (973) 808-2003                         Fax: (973) 227-
4691

 

“SERVING ALL YOUR FAMILY LEGAL NEEDS 
SINCE 1970”

SPECIALIZING IN REAL ESTATE, MATRIMONIAL, PROBATE & WILLS

DEBORAH RABNER, M.D., F.A.A.D.
Diplomate, American Board of Dermatology

1129 Bloomfield Avenue
Suite 205
West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Tel. (973) 575-6880
Fax. (973) 575-1616

HAVE IT YOUR WAY
Pre-planning your funeral makes

your wishes known at a difficult time
for your family

Pre-planning allows families the time needed to
make decisions regarding funeral options without the
emotional stress related to the loss.

The Jewish Memorial Chapel funeral directors
will lead you through the pre-arrangement process
and be attentive to your every need. We will answer
all your questions and never pressure you into
making uncomfortable decisions.

We are the only community-owned, non-profit
funeral home in New Jersey. Please contact us for
more information.

841 Allwood Road
Clifton, NJ 07012
973-779-3048 • Fax 973-779-3191
www.JewishMemorialChapel.org

Vincent Marazo, Manager
NJ License No. 3424

COMMUNITY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1921 • NON�PROFIT
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Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the 
prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated 
with investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA. Photo: istockphoto.com Maica

Fixed/Floating Rate Securities And Multiple Maturity 
Options Are Available For Retirement Portfolios.

INVEST IN ISRAEL ∙ ISRAELBONDS.COM

ISRAEL BONDS
FOR YOUR IRA

Linda Schmidt
Registered Representative
973.712.1408 / linda.schmidt@israelbonds.com
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