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Thank you all for this wonderful event and opportunity to share such knowledge with our community. 
Cover images courtesy of Janet Markman.

Published monthly from September-June by Congregation Agudath Israel of West Essex; Affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
20 Academy Road, Caldwell, New Jersey 07006; 973.226.3600; www.agudath.org

Schedule of Services .................... 2

A Message From The Rabbi ....... 3

Notes from the Cantor ................ 4

Message From President ............ 6

Development Director  ............... 8 

What’s In The Werks ................. 10

Adult Education ........................ 15

Marisa’s Message ...................... 16

Early Childhood Center ........... 17

Congregational Nurse .............. 18

CAI Social Worker ..................... 18

Senior Adult Lounge ................ 20

Men’s Club ................................. 21

Tributes and Donations ............ 22

Yahrzeits ..................................... 24 

Personals  .................................... 25

Social Action Committee .......... 26

Vote Mercaz ................................ 27

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs ...................... 32

Caldwell USY ............................. 36

Kadima........................................ 37

APRIL 2015,  NISAN/IYAR 5775

INSIDE

Pesach Sameach



CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

PAGE 2

S
E

R
V

IC
E

S

DAILY SERVICES
 
Mornings
Monday & Thursday........................6:45 am                    
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday........7:00 am 
Sunday Talmud Study...........................8:15 am 
Sunday Shacharit.....................................9:00 am
Evenings 
Sunday - Thursday...........................7:30 pm                              
Friday....................(see schedule) & 8:00 pm 
Saturday...............(see schedule)

Torah Study Group......................9:00 am
Torah Reading Chug...................10:15 - 11:00 am 
(twice a month, ages 9-12)     
Teen Service/Schmooze.............10:45 am 
The following are at....................11:00 am
• Torah for Tots (ages 0-4)
• Mini-Minyan (grades K-2)
• Mini-Congo (grades 3-4)
• Jr Congo (grades 5-6)
• Kadima (grades 7-8)
• Shabbat Meditation 9:30 am, first Saturday of 

every month.

SATURDAY

Friday, April 3, Passover Day One
Shabbat ends Saturday, April 4 ........................7:06 pm
Saturday, April 4, Passover Day Two ..............8:04 pm
Yom Tov ends Sunday, April 5 .........................8:15 pm

Thursday, April 9, Passover Day Seven ............7:12 pm
Friday, April 10, Passover Day Eight and Shabbat  7:13 pm                     
Shabbat and Yom Tov ends Saturday, April 11 .8:23 pm

Friday, April 17 ...................................................7:20 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, April 18 ......................8:30 pm

Friday, April  24 ..................................................7:28 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, April 25 ......................8:38 pm

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Daily minyan as per usual Satuday am: Torah Study 
and Children’s am services as per usual 

Friday, April 3 ........................................................6:00 pm
Passover
NO LATE SERVICE 

Saturday, April 4 ...................................................9:00 am
Passover Day One
Minchah ...................................................................12:45 pm
NO EVENING SERVICE 

Sunday, April 5 ......................................................9:00 am
Passover Day Two
Minchah/Maariv ....................................................7:20 pm

Thursday, April 9 ..................................................7:10pm
Passover 

Friday, April 10 ......................................................9:00 am
Passover Day Seven
Minchah/Maariv ....................................................7:10 pm
NO EVENING SERVICE

Saturday, April 11 .................................................8:45 am 
Passover Day Eight
Yizkor .......................................................................10:45 am
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................7:00 pm

Friday, April 17 
Shabbat in PJs .........................................................5:30 pm
Early Service ...........................................................6:00 pm
Late Service .............................................................8:00 pm

Saturday, April 18 .................................................9:00 am
USY Shabbat 
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................7:10 pm

Sunday, April 19 
Bat Mitzvah – Sadie Cannon ................................10:30 am

Friday, April 24 
3rd and 4th grade Shabbat Dinner ......................5:30 pm
Early Service ...........................................................6:00 pm
Late Service .............................................................8:00 pm

Saturday, April 25
Bar Mitzvah – Joseph Miller .................................9:00 am
Learners’ Minyan ...................................................10:30 am
Bat Mitzvah – Sydney Weinstein .........................  pm
Minchah/Talmud Study/Maariv ........................7:15 pm

Sunday, April 26 
Bat Mitzvah – Natalie Caine .................................10:30 am

CANDLE LIGHTING 
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The Role of Conservative Rabbis in the Revival of Cuban Jewry 

The renewal of ties between the USA and Cuba, after decades of estrangement, has shed light upon the modest 
revival of Cuban Jewish life. Journalists have credited the JDC, Bnai Brith and the Jewish Federation Movement for 
pivotal roles in this historic process. What has been missing from the coverage has been the role played by Latin 
America’s Conservative Rabbis and Conservative Judaism.
The Cuban revival should be traced to the founding of the Latin American Rabbinical Seminary in Buenos Aires by 
Rabbi Marshall Meyer Z”l in the early 1960s. On behalf of the Jewish Theological Seminary, Rabbi Meyer brought 
a new style of Judaism to an entire continent. Marshall Meyer’s students breathed life into what had been Eastern 
and Central European old-style congregations. The rigidity and formality of the past gradually was replaced by 
creativity and vitality. Spanish translations were added to Siddurim. Sermons addressed contemporary issues. 
Prayer incorporated contemporary melodies. Social justice became a priority. As noted by the Latin American 
Rabbinical Assembly, “where there was pain, the rabbis were to be seen. Where there was injustice, they were 
there. Where there was intolerance, they were present to raise their voices… Wherever there was dialogue [with 
other faith groups]… the rabbis were there to share it.”
As the Seminario’s rabbinic graduates reflected this new style of Judaism, demand grew for their presence. 
This was felt in Buenos Aires, but also in large and small communities throughout the interior of Latin America. 
A vibrant renewal occurred. Schools, institutions, even entire communities that had been on the verge of 
disappearing found a new flame. Conservative rabbis came to lead communities in the hinterland of Argentina [La 
Plata, Mara del Plata, Tucuman, Mendoza, Codoba, Rosario, Entre Rios, Chaco and others], Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Cuba, Colombia, El Salvador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Santo Domingo, Uruguay and Venezuela.
In Cuba, Seminario graduate Rabbi Shmuel Szteinhendler, a synagogue rabbi in Chile, led the revival. Thanks 
to JDC funding, Rabbi Szteinhendler traveled dozens and dozens of times to guide a country lacking a resident 
rabbi. Faced with the need to confront high rates of interfaith marriage, Rabbi Szteinhendler created conversion 
programs. He organized visits by a conversion Bet Din composed of Seminario graduates. The visiting rabbis 
also helped to renew Jewish wedding ceremonies and other life-cycle milestones. Rabbi Szteinhendler and his 
colleagues revived fading congregational life. They introduced Seminario Siddurim with Spanish translations. They 
emulated Marshall Meyer’s style, modernizing the content of sermons and by applying contemporary music to 
worship.
From 1990 through 2015, the fragile Jewish religious life of Cuba was revived. With the exception of one small 
Orthodox congregation in Havana, Cuba’s 10 synagogues are connected with Conservative Judaism. As noted by 
Regional Rabbinical Assembly President Rabbi Guillermo Bronstein of Lima, Peru: “Dozens of previously active 
congregations were seeking to hand over their Torah scrolls and rent out their synagogues and social halls, simply 
because they felt abandoned by the Jewish institutional world… We should honor Conservative rabbis who have 
served in distant and small synagogues [such as Cuba]… for understanding and for committing themselves to this 
beautiful task” on behalf of the Jewish People.

Warm wishes for a joyous and sweet Passover,

Rabbi Alan Silverstein

Rabbi Silverstein
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-- Cantor Joel Caplan, 973-226-3600, ext. 116, cantor@agudath.org

Letter from Israel -- Anahid’s Story

From February 5-20, I was volunteering as a Cantor in a small Masorti/Conservative 
congregation in Be’er Sheva, in Israel.  I had told you some about it last month, and promised 
more stories.  Here’s one:

Every Friday morning, here at Agudath Israel, Susan Werk and I meet with the four-year-olds 
and three-year-olds in our ECC (Early Childhood Center, formerly known as the Nursery School).   

We sing songs for Shabbat -- “Shabbat is Here, Shabbat is 
Here, I’m so glad that Shabbat is Here!” -- and we tell stories, 
often using puppets. Fun!

On the Friday before I left for Israel, Susan was telling the kids, 
“Now, Cantor Caplan won’t be here for a few weeks, because 
he gets to go to Israel!”  And in one of the Threes classes, a 
woman sitting on the floor with the kids said, “Oh!  I am from 
Israel!  Maybe you can visit my brother?”

She is a Teacher’s Aide in the class, new this year.  Her name is 
Anahid Benlian, and she is Armenian.  She grew up in Turkey, 
and then her family moved to Jerusalem for some time -- not 
because they’re Jewish (they’re not), but because there is 
a sizeable Armenian community in Jerusalem, including the 
Armenian Quarter in the Old City.  

“We all speak Hebrew, and my two brothers married Jewish women.  
I’m the only one who married an Armenian!” she says.  She and her 
husband became friends of Larry and Marlene Ritter (another story!), 
and moved here to West Caldwell last year.  Their daughter is now at 
James Caldwell High School, and Anahid is helping with the Threes.

“Will you be in Jerusalem at all?” she asked me.  “If you are, could 
you look up my brothers?  They run an Armenian restaurant in the 
Armenian Quarter, just inside the Jaffa Gate in the Old City, right across 
from the police station there.”  She gave me names and addresses, 
which I emailed to myself.   We then took this photo, so I could show it 
to her brothers if I found them:

So I went off to Be’er Sheva, and I was very busy there -- working day 
and night both for the shul there and for Agudath Israel (see March 
article).  Part of that was singing songs with their Nursery School 
classes.  Rabbi Balter had told me, “We have over 200 children in our 
synagogue Nursery School (this in a congregation one-sixth our size), 
and our teachers are wonderful -- but I’d like the children to learn more 
songs with Jewish content.  Sure, all the kids speak Hebrew, and the 
songs they learn are Hebrew songs, but most of them are things like 
“Rain, Rain, From the Sky” or “Little Rabbit Caught a Cold” -- they’re 
Hebrew, but not necessarily Jewish.  Can you help teach some new 
songs?”

I borrowed a guitar, and Nancy helped me rig up a makeshift strap to 
hold it onto my shoulders, using materials including a paper clip and a 

Cantor Caplan
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deflated balloon (ask her about it).  We got permission from Irit, the Nursery School Director, to come into the classrooms, 
and ended up having a marvelous time with the kids.  Nancy led hand-motions while I played guitar, and the teachers and 
kids asked for repeat visits.  

Thanks to Zhava Cohen and Babette Davis, who helped with song ideas.  I knew we had made a significant impact on Israeli 
society when Veronica, the office secretary, said, “One of the kids came in here asking, ‘Where’s that Guitar Guy?’”

But it turned out that we did visit Jerusalem, mostly to see family and friends:  Our niece Nili (23) is doing her Student 
Teaching there, and our cousin Effie does Game Stats for Israel’s fledgling American Football League.  We went briefly to 
one of his games, in Robert Kraft “Stadium” in Sacher Park, right near the Supreme Court Building in Jerusalem.  (I call it 
“Stadium” because by American standards, it looks roughly like a junior-high school football field, but hey - you’ve got to 
start somewhere.)   Effie marvels, “I go to football games, drink beer and do statistics for the games -- and they pay me for 
it!”  It’s every guy’s dream job.

We had an hour and a half, and I said, “I want to try to find Anahid’s brothers, if we can.”   The Jaffa Gate is familiar 
territory for me; I had spent my college junior year at Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and a family in the Old City’s Jewish 
Quarter had “adopted” me for the year, so this was on my walking route to their apartment.  As we went through, I 
confidently pulled out my cell phone to look for the email I had sent myself.  It had disappeared.

Oy.  All I could remember was, “Armenian restaurant, near the police station.”  I remembered Anahid’s first name, but not 
last name, and not her maiden name.  I didn’t remember her brothers’ names.  But I did have her photo, with Susan and 

me.  So we went up to the first Armenian restaurant we could find, 
right by the police station.  “Yes?” said a bearded man outside. “Um, I 
know this is weird, but I’m looking for the brother of this lady,” I said, 
showing him the photo.  “She works with me in America, and her 
brother owns a restaurant here in the Armenian Quarter.  Sorry, I don’t 
remember his name...”

He gave me a long look, which I interpreted as, “Are you drunk, or high, 
or pulling my leg, or just another crazy tourist?”  But then he said, 
“Okay.  I don’t recognize this lady, but there are only four restaurants 
in the Armenian Quarter.  The next one is just down there.”

It was called the Armenian Tavern.  A staircase led down into a 
beautiful room, full of mosaic tiles and archways - gorgeous.  A young 
man greeted us, and I showed him the photo.  “Wait here,” he said, 
and brought out another man.  Jackpot!  His name was Moshe, and 
he said, “Yes, this is my sister.”  We spoke for a couple of minutes, and 
took this photo together (see left).

The Friday after I returned, Susan and I were again visiting all the ECC 
classes.  When we got to Anahid’s class, I told her that we had found 

her brother Moshe in the Armenian Tavern.  “You know, that used to be a Crusader-era monastery,” she said.  “My family 
bought the property, and started digging.  They found that room you saw, and other rooms behind it.”  (Isn’t there a new 
thriller series on TV, based on underground discoveries in Jerusalem, called, “Dig”?)

We sat on the floor with the three-year-olds, and while we started singing, I pulled out the cell phone and showed Anahid 
the photo of her brother and me.  As the kids sang, “Shabbat is Here, Shabbat is Here,” she gazed at the photo with tears in 
her eyes.
A Happy, Sweet and Meaningful Passover! -- Cantor Joel Caplan
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Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

Two years ago I was asked to take on the presidency of the Congregation when our 
leadership succession planning had a blip.  It was not on my radar. I was unfamiliar with the 
functioning of the Board, the CAI agenda, the calendar of events and most of the people 
with whom I would be working. I am thankful for the exceptional assistance of our prior 
president, Esther Kartus, and many others, to accelerate my learning curve.
Most importantly, I wanted to serve as a bridge to the next generation of leaders – the 
formation of new core group to build on our many successes, while creating a new consensus 

for the new century. I also viewed this as an opportunity not simply to administer this process, but to share ideas – 
to connect with congregants about experiences that have formed my Jewish identity. I will label this the inside-out 
theory of leadership.
In this vein, I have shared my Jewish engagement with our holy days, services, biblical text, current events, and so 
forth, as we move through the annual cycle. I have tried to demonstrate that the weekly parsha is there for all; that 
although scholarship enhances reading, we do not need mediating minds to engage with the text.  It is also my view 
that the best way to inspire is to share what has inspired you; the best way to show that something is profound is to 
share its depth; the best way to assure Jewish continuity is to engage people in the world-changing Jewish project 
of building a more compassionate society.
The work of synagogue life continues -- for what I have described above is the joy.  As has often been stressed – this 
is the work of many – our religious leaders, teachers, administrative staff, officers, board, committee chairs, fund-
raisers and numerous other volunteers. Among the many “motors” that have defined Congregational life, Rabbi 
Silverstein has been the engine of engines.  Among volunteers, there is a core group of congregants, who wear 
many hats in keeping CAI abuzz.  
Despite all of our communal work and all of our successes, many congregants do not avail themselves of what we 
offer, and many, despite numerous announcements, are not even aware of programs that might interest them.  
The foremost challenges in reaching people is to reach them. Not only in the spiritual sense, but in overcoming the 
practical challenge of being heard at a time when congregants are barraged with messaging. 
Our leadership team has been identifying key areas for change and initiatives to move forward.  This is a work in 
progress -- some items are well on the way, others are beginning. Below is a brief outline of key areas (although not 
exhaustive). This process involves many moving parts. Moreover we serve a large multi-generational community, 
which includes a broad spectrum of religious observance and connections to CAI.  
• Leadership Development/Governance:  We are engaged in a leadership development program under the auspices 
of The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.  We are looking at our bylaws, our structures of governance 
and programming, paths to leadership, (e.g. from congregant to committee to committee chair to Board to officer), 
Board credentials and obligations, how to enhance our meeting framework and make governance more efficient.  
What characteristics/talents should the Board member of the future have?  What can we learn from our successes 
(e.g., ECC leadership development)?  What opportunities exist to refashion/combine existing committees? Do 
we need to sunset certain committees because they no longer serve a significant purpose?  How to best navigate 
through the difficult issues concerning lay and professional succession and continuity?  
• Membership: During a period in which many established Conservative congregations have lost membership, we 
have more than held our own. Nevertheless, our track record is no guarantee of future success as our community 
ages and the demographics of our surrounding towns evolve. 
Our synagogue is much more than a synagogue.  It has become a community center to better address the needs of 
our members, and will continue to change as those needs change.  
How can we draw a higher percentage of potential new members in a geographic area where there is not a lot 
of new construction?  How do we best leverage our excellent ECC program in attracting new members?  How 
to best maintain membership during family transitions from ECC to religious school, to post bar/bat mitzvah, to 
children leaving for college, to empty nesters (some with dual residences)?  Are we sufficiently inclusive given 
the rise in non–traditional family structures and intermarriages?  How do we appear to the world outside CAI? 
Are we properly positioned in the marketplace? What services/programming do we need to provide to appeal to 
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people where they are?  What can we offer that cannot be found at another address? Moreover, beyond the challenge of 
increasing membership is the challenge of increasing active membership.
• Finances: We have moved, over the last few years, from an annual deficit to a small surplus, but we can do better.  We 
have accomplished this while creating/upgrading/re-designing a number of professional and staff positions, renegotiating 
agreements, providing salary adjustments to  reward merit and changing medical carriers. Indeed, our entire office 
personnel structure has been overhauled, and we have received glowing reports back from our members. Meryl Natter 
McCusker has ably led us through this major transition. We have had to cover unanticipated expenses such as new boilers 
and other capital items, and work is still needed on the playground.  We also have had to deal with some unusually high 
maintenance issues, such as snow removal costs over the last two winters. Moreover, there are limited opportunities for 
a synagogue to generate income beyond dues and fund-raising.  Further, our core expenses are salaries, our physical plant 
and our mortgage and we do not have a lot of leeway.  
Looking to the future -- do we need to modify our multi-tiered dues structure, which has evolved over time to address 
variations in familial status, stage of life, and economic status (as well as applicable verification procedures)?  Where do 
we stand in connection with our competitors – not only in terms of what we charge, but what we provide?  Is the balance 
between dues – which covers less than 50% of our expenses, and fundraising, the proper proportion?  What can we 
reasonably anticipate in terms of fund-raising based on our new fund-raising initiatives? How do our current mortgage 
obligations impact our overall financing?  What viable options do we have in that regard?  How can we expand profit 
centers and reduce expenses in areas we subsidize?  What areas are vital to our identity (e.g., if you are a supermarket you 
need to sell milk)? And always -- where can we save without injuring our institution, without departing from our mission?
• Fund Raising We have initiated a new three-pronged fundraising initiative under the leadership of our new Director of 
Development, Pamela Goldstein, working closely with our Executive Committee and Board. Our split fall/spring campaign 
has been united in a single Annual Fund Campaign this year to focus efforts and resources and to simplify the process. 
We have created a Development Cabinet as a source body for our next generation of major donors.  Finally, we are well 
on the way to exceeding our first year goal for our Create a Jewish Legacy Campaign, the purpose of which is  to create an 
endowment for CAI to assure our long term financial health.
These programs are all at their beginning stages, and we are pleased with the results to date. It is, however, critical that we 
have a strong finish to this year’s Annual Fund Campaign.  That means – if you have not yet made a contribution – please 
help us with a contribution this spring so we can end this fiscal year on June 30th on a high note.
We need – longer term -- to achieve a cultural shift  to support these programs:  (1) greater recognition that dues covers 
less than half of our operating budget,  that critical services, such as our religious school must be deficit-financed, and that 
in order to act Jewishly toward the less economically fortunate those with more must give more, (2)  an expansion of core 
contributors who look at CAI as a major beneficiary of their charitable giving during their lives and in their estates, and (3)  
an increase in the overall  participation in our Annual Fund Campaign  well above the current 50 % level.
• Information Management: We have replaced our outdated computers and phone system, changed/upgraded our 
web provider and website, retrained our office staff, and redesigned the Voice.  More changes are in the offing, all 
with the capable assistance of our Director of Communications, Julie Colella.  We are reviewing all electronic and print 
communications to our membership and to the outside world in terms of efficacy and expense. In addition to our web 
site we routinely generate weekly electronic bulletins from our Rabbi, our Shabbat Shalom, our monthly Voice, special 
announcements and bulletins, and articles and announcements in the New Jersey Jewish News.
Most of our data – for use by the Executive Committee and Board is manually generated, although relying on computer 
records. We are in the process of upgrading/computerization of our data – both what we maintain in the normal course 
and what is generated for planning/decision-making.  This impacts all areas of operations – budget, finances, fund-raising, 
membership, education, programming, volunteerism, etc. 
In all of the above, we rely on you.  We ask our active members to take the next step into a leadership role, or a higher 
leadership role.  We also ask them to help fellow congregants who have viewed CAI one-dimensionally (e.g., as a necessity 
to have their child bar/bat mitzvahed), instead to see it as a multi-dimensional opportunity to deepen their Jewish souls 
and build true community.  
If you have been looking in from the outside, it may be difficult to understand that you will receive back many-times over 
whatever you give in terms of time, work or money. It will change your life.
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THE CAI ANNUAL FUND 2014-15: MOVING TOWARDS OUR GOAL

Last fall, Congregation Agudath Israel launched our first-ever Annual Fund Campaign. With 
a goal of raising at least $500,000 to provide vital financial support for CAI’s incredible 
programs and services, the Annual Fund replaced the High Holiday Campaign and the 
traditional spring fundraising event with a pledge of ONE ASK, ONE CAMPAIGN.  
We have been thrilled with the response we have received from you – our members.  Over 
80% of our donors have already either increased or matched total giving from last fiscal year.
Since our goal is not only to raise necessary funds, but also to include the majority of our 

membership in this effort, we hope EACH AND EVERY MEMBER will donate to the 2014-15 Annual Fund. Your 
participation, regardless of the amount, is critical to our success. 
We hope that – if you haven’t already done so – you will make a personally meaningful gift to the Annual Fund 
NOW.  It’s not too late! You can make your pledge now by contacting me at 973-226-3600, ext. 113 or via email at 
pgoldstein@agudath.org or you can make your gift online at http://www.agudath.org//annual-fund.html.
As we celebrate the holiday of Passover and the arrival of spring (at last!), we take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who has already donated to the Annual Fund and to encourage those who have not already donated, to 
do so now. Time is running out! The 2014-15 Annual Fund Campaign closes officially on June 30th. 
We express our heartfelt appreciation to the many, many congregants who have already stepped up and supported 
The CAI Annual Fund 2014-15. Their generosity will ensure the continued strength of our beloved CAI.

Pamela Goldstein

BUILDERS
Jane and Ned Gladstein
Marlene and Gad Janay

Amy and Bill Lipsey
Gayle and Larry Wieseneck

SUSTAINERS
Anonymous 

Liz and Jeff Bier
Judy and John Craig

Blanche and Irwin Lerner
Mindy and Alex Opper

Karen and Kenneth Rosen
Beatrice and Nathan Taubenfeld

PILLARS
Anonymous 

Steffanie and Eric Edelstein
Marjorie and Norman Feinstein

Bernie Greene
Janice and Barry Schindler and Family

Randi and Murray Spiegel

BENEFACTORS

Jean and Ben Alter

Rebecca and Ari Berman

Shannon and Louis Drogin

Karen and Ted Eisenberg

Linda and Leslie Elfenbein

Susan and Matthew Horn

Carey F. Lathrop

Sheila and Leslie Lustbader

Wendy and Scott Newman

Jayne and Victor Nhaisi

Sheryl and Sam Pearlstein

Lisa Hochman and Marc Rudoltz

Judy and Adam Schlesinger

PATRONS

Anonymous (2)

Akselrad Family

Hope and Paul Aronoff

Ruth and Ben Asher

Nora and Richard Berger

Carol and Marc Berman
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Cheryl and Ian Bernstein

Stephanie and Alan Bonder

Susan and Gary Botwinick

Shari and Mitchell Broder

Lynda and Craig Brown

Cantor Joel and Nancy Caplan

Greta and Ira Cohen

Leonard P. Cohen

Lois and David Dranikoff

Esta Edelman

Dorie and Seth Eisenstein

Barbara and Michael Erlichman

Bonnie and Richard Fertel

Rosalie and Hy Fisher

Eileen and Sandy Fishman

Donna and Arthur Franklin

Helaine and Richard French

Gebroe Family - Eric, Stacie, Molly and Lyla

Gelman/Lichtenstein Family

Karen and Jeremy Glaser

Melanie and Steve Glass

Julie and Charles Goldberg

The Gruhin Family

Lianne and Stanley Gulkin

Maddy and Hank Heller

Marsha and Burt Henry

Toni and Irwin Horowitz

Esther and Harry Kartus

Leah and Adam Kaufman

Dr. and Mrs. Matthew Koff

Judy Levenstein and Phil Kruger

Lisa, Alec, Andie and Adrian Lowenstein

Linda and Mike Lowenthal

Marsha and Michael Messer

Maureen Mingle

Carol and Manny Morman

Harriet and Joel Notkin, MD

Deborah and Jeffrey Orens

Laura and David Ostheimer

Debbie and Stuart Rabner

Noelle and David Rips

Sherri and Allen Rosen

Marie and Benjamin Rosenberg

Harriet Sepinwall and Jeffrey Rosenberg

Marian Rothenberg

Paula and David Saginaw

Margie and Larry Samuels

Cynthia and Jeffrey Schechter

Ronna and Robert Scheckman

Karen Nerlfi and Neil Schreffler

Rachel and Keith Schultz

Rabbi Alan and Rita Silverstein

The Spierer Family

Amy and Ira Steinberg

Susan and Elliot Stupak

Sue and Seth Udasin

Nina and Arnold Wasserman

Susan Werk

Maxine and Herb Wolf

Lori and Hal Wolfson, Gena, Leigh and 
Amanda 

SPONSORS

Anonymous (8)

Robin and Stephen Abrams

Lisa and Andrew Abramson and Family

Elisa Spungen Bildner and Robert Bildner

Mindy and Evan Blum

Anne and Howard Burg

Judy Gould and Mike Cavalier

Roxanne and Marshall Cinnamon

Babette and Jeff Davis

The Eagle Family

Mac Eisdorfer

Anne and Marvin Elmowitz

Daryl and Andrew Epstein

The Feldman Family

Anita and Ed Finkel

Alexis Gruber and Matt Fischer and Family

The Frost Family

Cindy and Neil Goldstein and Family

Andrea and Stephen Granet

Arlene Swern and David Grayson

Marcia and David Gurian

Leslie and James Gurland

Harvey Hershkowitz

Alice and Steven Hirsh

Reina and Myron Jacobowitz

Debra and Gary Komar

The Lichtig Family

Sharon and Michael Liebert

Debbie, David, Sam and Michael Lurie

Jeanette and Alfred Mahler

Linda and Israel Majzner

Jean and Mark Mandell

Janet and Robert Markman

Martha Jewett and Evan Marshall 

Beth and Stephen Mayer and Family 

Evelyn and Stanley Mayrowetz

Etta and Froman Mehl

Michele and Jonathan Mehl

Estella and Stuart Mendelson

Deborah and Clifford Miller

Deborah and Robert Minion

Carol and Harris Nydick and Family

Marji and Barry Nydick

Jaymi and Don Offir

Seena and Art Pajonk

Geraldine and Thomas Panitch

Donna and Charles Pestcoe

Dahlia and Irving Peyser

Cynthia and Jack Plawner

Hilary and Howard Rabner

Michele and Larry Raiken

Marjorie and Keith Remland

Marsha and Ronald Rickles

Davey and Ed Rosenbaum

The Sackman Family

Jeanne and Joseph Samet

Renee and Herman Savitz

Nanci and Robert Schwartz

Michelle and Adam Shandler

Gail, Bruce, Zach and Noa Shapiro
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Marianne and Larry Shulman

Caryn, Brian, Evan and Lauren Snerson

Serena and Aaron Solomon

Lori and Jerry Solomon

Collene and Larry Stout

Ami and Andy Talkow

Margaret Karcnik and Richard Tancer

Sylvia and Ike Taubenfeld

Abby and Harry Vine

Sandy and Jim Weintraub

Mary Wortreich* 

Judy and Harvey Zeller

Lucille Zonis and Family

FRIENDS

Anonymous (6)

Alelov Family

Robin and William Antoshkiw

Lisa and Jay Baranker

Suzanne and Walter Baumgardt

Irma and Peter Berman

Rosanne and Ira Bornstein

Joanne and Elliot Bramnick

Shari and Jeff Bricker

Randi and Oron Brokman and Family

Fran and Jeff Chase

Bonnie and Sheldon Cytron

Nancy Heller Moskowitz and Marvin 
Davidowitz

Rachel and Mark Davis and Family

Joan Bronspiegal and Stuart Dickman

The Dodyk Family

The Eckstein Family

Diane Edelson

Manny Eijadi

The Epstein/Davidson Family

Lori and Mickey Etkin

Jill and David Feder

Joyce and Steven Fichtenbaum

Fishman Family

Karen and David Frank

Frieder Family

Phyllis and Marvin Friedman

Deanna and Allan Gitlow

Sharon and Aaron Glauberg

Susan Goldberg

Amy and Steven Greenberg

Helen and Norman Greenberg

Judith Rosenberg and Randall Haase

Beverly Hecht

Rosa and Robert Joseph

Rhoda and Stanley Kagan

Abby and Randy Kanter

Ellen and Marc Kaplan

Esther Surden and Harvey Katz

Helane and Robert Kipnees

Mady and David Koenig

Heather Boshak, Paul Kotlewski, Sadye and 
Eli

The Krichman Family

Dale and Ran Lazarovitch

Ann and Seth Leeb

Susan and Edward Levey

Maxine and Ken Levitt

Amy and Scott Lewin

Stacey and Morris Lewis

Carol Lintz

Elizabeth and Jonathan Liss

Erica and Daniel Lotto

Alice Mikulak

Orna Rappoport and David Moses

Sherry and Stuart, Elizabeth, Sarah and 
Jeremy Moses

Helaine and Michael Mund

Joan and Joel Nitzberg

Mindy Goldstein and Irwin Palefsky

Nancy and Richard Perl

Renee and Joel Reiser

Erika and Kenneth Remsen

Nogah and Bruce Revesz

Marilyn Rose

Debbie and Scott Rosen

Sheryl and Joseph Rosenthal 

Judi Fabricant and Rabbi David Saltzman

Debra and James Schachtel

Amy and Jordan Schecter

Debra and James Schenkel

The Scherzer Family

Laura and Harlan Schreiber

Arthur Sherman

Stephanie and Gary Sherman

Jordan and Joseph Shumofsky

The Sperling Family

Jill Stein

Jennifer Boroff Turner

Sue and Donald Weinberger

Weisleder Family

The Wernick Family

Leslie and Mark Wolfberg

SUPPORTERS

Anonymous (22)

Philip Adest

Jane and Arthur Adler

Beatrice Alter

Deborah Arbit

Tikva and Eli Bakal

Susan and Rubin Bedell

Shelley and Serge Ben Nathan

Arlene and Melvin Berkowitz

Joan Billig and Family

Gail and David Black and Family

Stanley Blank

Susan and Richard Blender

Irene Blumberg

Phyllis and Barry Bochner

Cindy and Edward Braverman

Melanie Burg and Jane Burg

The Castro-Halper Family

Charwat Family

Mr. and Mrs. M. Chelnitsky

Miwako and Michael Chiaet
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Beth and Robert Daniel

Marcia and David Danoff

Natalie Debotton

Amy Dell

Jilana Dellal

Roberta Diamond

Carri Dolce

Nina and Alan Egger

Susan and Steve Eisen

Karen and Harry Engel

Tammy and Bobby Epstein

Annette and Joseph Fine

Bonnie and Allan Finkelstein

The Fliegler Family

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Fogelson

Beatrice Freiheiter

Joan and Myron Freling

Debra Gallanter

Lois and Norman Gebeloff

Amy and Alexander Glickman

Elizabeth* and Marvin Glickman

Mara and Glenn Godfrey

The Gold Family

Ed Goldberg

Lora Goldwater

Alice Gould

Lisa and Brad Greenbaum

Arlene Grodsky

Sue Grossbard

Alix Rubin and David Grossman

Jacqueline and Lawrence Gutman 

Sharon and Rabbi Richard Hammerman

Debra and Steven Holinstat

Benay and Howard Irwin

Terry and Hyman Izraeli

Jessica, Steve, Nate and Maren Jacobs

Natalie James

Leah Janus

Lisa Kalb and Family

Esther and Steve Kamenetsky

Eileen Dombrowsky and Harold Kaplan

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Karlin

Arielle, Jason, Ellie and Avi Kay 

Kesh Family

Gail and Max Kleinman

Ronnie and Alvin Konner

Lois and Herb Kravis

Zanna and Scott Lantzman

Susan LaPoff

Larkey Family

Nancy and Howard Levine

Valerie and Edward Levy

Michael Liberman

Deborah and Andrew Lieb

Elaine and Arnold Litt

Robin and Matthew Mangino

Barbara and Arthur Mankin

Marian and Keith Marlowe

Lori Fuchs-Meyers and Adam Meyers

Marcia and Scott Mickley

Marion and Steve Mittelman

Norma and Sol Moglen

Nathanson Family

New Jersey Jewish Singles 45+

Shari and Charlie Ornstein

Ruth E. Percely

Betty Perl

Sandy and Michael Podell

Sybil Preisler

Diane and David Reidenberg

Sharon and Alan Rein

Nancy and Scott Ritch

Lisa and Evan Robbins

Ellen and Robert Rosen

Lea and Jerome Rosenberg

Nancy and Stuart Rothman

Carol and Mark Rothstein

Lila Rubin

June and Len Rudin

Renee Sachs

Karen Sandler

Lee and Jonathan Schaer

Rabbi Lisa Vernon and Michael Schatzberg

Elisa and Martin Schenker

The Schiefelbein Family

Jack Schreiber, in celebration of Chanukah

Susan and Marvin Schwartz

Bonnie and Steven Schwartzman

Nancy, Bruce and Joshua Scott

Barbara Sebiri

Estelle and Paul Seligman

Carole and Paul Shapiro

Michele and Brad Shiffman

Diane and Alan Sklar

Ken Slutsky

Gail and Edward Smith

The Sohn Family

Stephanie Bash-Soudry and Michael 
Soudry

Edna and Charles Stone

The Sunshine Family

Barbara Tabachnick

Galia and Alexander Tukachinsky

Jennifer and Glenn Vogel

Renee Weinstein

Weinstock Family

Celeste and Barrie Werfel

Joseph Werk

Lea Citrin Whitney

Heather, Steven, Jessica and Ethan 
Wiederhorn 

Judy and Allan Zaks

Susan and David Zylberger

Norma Zyontz

*Deceased
This list was current as of Friday, March 6th. Please forgive any omissions. Contact Pamela Goldstein in the Synagogue 
office with any questions.
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W hat a snowy winter! I am writing this article gazing out
my window, earnestly wishing for spring. Hopefully by

the time you read this article we will finally be celebrating the
true end of winter.

April was always a very busy month during my childhood.
Of course Passover always has some presence in April but it
was also my immediate family’s birthday month. I am the only
member of the original five born in March; father, mother, and
brothers were all April babies. So of course holiday obser-
vances, birthday celebration, milestone events of bar/bat mitz-
vah all occurred in the month of April.

What enhanced the pictures of all my childhood memories
was the blooming of the two cherry trees on our property, one
sweet, one sour, one on each side of the house. We did not
have a large property; the cherry trees took up most of the lawn
— in fact, they held a position of honor. Seeing the first cherry
blossoms was always an event. My mother took notice and
made sure that we participated in some way in the wonder of
the beauty that the trees provided. I remember thinking that the
white blossoms were “spring snow.” As a family we intuitively
included the blossoms in all our celebrations, capturing them in
our photographs as a forever reminder of our accomplishments
and, yes, holy moments.

At the time I was unaware that there is even a blessing that
would have been appropriate to recite, “Baruch ata Adonai
Eloheinu melech ha’olam, shelo hisar b’olamo davar, u’vara
vo briyot tovot v’ilanot tovim l’hanot bahem b’nei adam.”
“Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who has

withheld nothing from His
world and who has created
beautiful creatures and
beautiful trees for mortals
to enjoy.”

We enjoyed those
cherry trees throughout
my childhood, rejoicing in
the beauty of the blossoms,
climbing the branches, eating
the sweet and sour cherries, smelling
the aroma and then tasting the delicious sweet jam my mother
made. We also grieved the day one of the trees got struck by
lightning, causing the other one to also suffer from its partner’s
sudden and untimely death. By the time I went to college, the
cherry trees were gone, replaced by new fruit trees that needed
time to produce the peaches and apples it promised to bear.

The beauty of the cherry blossoms, the true sign of spring
for me, was now a memory attached to childhood. It is truly a
gift to mark our sacred time with blessings and our sacred
space with the wonders of nature around us. After such a cold,
snowy winter, here’s to us taking notice of the
blossoming trees and how they add to the holy
moments of our lives.

Happy spring!
B’Shalom,

Susan Werk
Educational Director

Cherry blossoms — the ‘snow’ of spring

Torah Pillar
EVERY AGE & EVERY STAGE OF JEWISH LEARNING

Special dates
Sunday-Sunday, April 5-12
Religious School closed for Passover

Friday-Friday, April 3-10
ECC closed (except Extended Day)

Wednesday, April 15, 7 p.m.
Yom HaShoah program, reading of victims’
names, service, movie, and speaker

Wednesday, April 29, 7 p.m.
Movie: Beneath the Helmet & discussion

Challah Baking
Tuesday, April 14, 5-7 p.m. 
For parents & children of all ages
There is a custom amongst Ashkenazi
Jews to make schlissel challah — chal-
lah in the shape of keys for the first
Shabbat after Passover.
Schlissel means "key" in Yiddish, and as far as the meaning
of this custom — well, come and find out!
This is a drop-in program; come any time between 5 and 7
p.m. Susan Werk will provide the opportunity to participate.

RSVP is required; please also provide arrival time 
to education@agudath.org.
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7-7:30 p.m. — “Unto Every Person There Is a Name” — Reading of
names of Holocaust victims; sponsored by B’nai B’rith
in memory of Dr. Jerry Sepinwall

7:30 p.m. — Evening service and candle lighting

7:45 p.m. — Movie: We Are Still Here with author and producer 
Evan Kleinman

Evan Kleinman, a grandchild of Holocaust survivors, is a four-time
Emmy-nominated producer. His first feature-length documentary,
We Are Still Here, premiered at the Tribeca Cinemas in 2011.

When he was 13 years old, his grandparents — both the only surviv-
ing members of their families — had their testimonies video-
recorded. 

“After hearing their stories for the first time,” he said, “I realized I
had only just begun to understand what they had endured.

“I always felt a trip to Poland, the birthplace of my grandparents and
home to my family for generations, might be the
key to a better understanding. In this first-
person documentary, my parents, sister,
and I make the journey together and
walk the earth where our family was
meant to be destroyed.

While confronting the horrors of our
past, we ultimately discover the great
miracle of our existence today and
leave behind a marker that tells the
world: We are still here.”

EVERYONE HAS A NAME
given to him by God
and given to him by his parents
Everyone has a name
given to him by his stature
and the way he smiles
and given to him by his clothing
Everyone has a name
given to him by the mountains
and given to him by the walls
Everyone has a name
given to him by the stars
and given to him by his neighbors
Everyone has a name
given to him by his sins
and given to him by his longing
Everyone has a name
given to him by his enemies
and given to him by his love
Everyone has a name
given to him by his holidays
and given to him by his work
Everyone has a name
given to him by the seasons
and given to him by his blindness
Everyone has a name
given to him by the sea and
given to him
by his death.

— Zelda

Annual Fela Rosmarin Urman 
Memorial Yom HaShoah Program

Wednesday, April 15

End-of-the-Year Wednesday Night Teen Celebration
Kosher Chinese Food Dinner
Wednesday, April 15, 6 p.m. 

For 7th-12th graders, with parents

We will honor the teens who participated in our teen opportunities,
Wednesday night classes, 7th grade TAT program, Spark, Teen Buddies, 

Religious School Teen Workers, and Teen Action Committee
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Torah Pillar: Every Age and Every Stage of Jewish Learning

Programs for all Agudath Israel day school and religious school students and adults
Early Childhood Center
Friday-Friday, April 3-10: ECC closed (except Extended Day)
Friday, April 17: Shabbat in PJs, 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 19: Al Galgalim, 10 a.m.
Thursday, April 30: Schmoozin’ with Susan, “Whine and

Cheese” (off-premises), 7:30 p.m.

Primary (Kindergarten-Second Grade)
Tuesday, April 14: Parent/Child Challah Baking, 5 p.m.
Friday, April 17: Shabbat in Sweats, 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 19: Kindergarten Breakfast Buddies, 

1st Grade Fans, 2nd Grade Stars, 9:15 a.m.
Sunday, April 19: Chaverim Event, noon

Elementary School (Third-Fifth Grade)
Tuesday, April 14: Parent/Child Challah Baking, 5 p.m.
Saturday, April 18: Torah Chug, 10:15 a.m.

Fifth-grade family service, 10:30 a.m.
Chalutzim Havdalah and Magic, 8 p.m.

Friday, April 24: Third- & fourth-grade Shabbat dinner, 
5:30 p.m.

Middle School (Sixth-Eighth Grade)
Wednesday, April 1: Kadima Chocolate Seder, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15: Seventh- and eighth-grade end-of-year

dinner with parents, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15: Yom HaShoah program, 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 18: Torah Chug, 10:15 a.m.
Sunday, April 19: Spark (off-premises), 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, April 25: Kadima brunch, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, April 26: Spark (off-premises), 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, April 29: Sixth-grade Moving Up Dinner, 6 p.m.

Teens (Ninth-Twelfth Grade)
Wednesday, April 1: Wednesday night Teen Programs, USY

Zumba, 7:45 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15: Wednesday night teen end-of-year dinner

with parents, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15: Yom HaShoah program, 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 18: USY Shabbat, 9 a.m.
Sunday, April 19: USY Paint Ball (off-premises)
Wednesday, April 22: USY board meeting, 7:45 p.m.
Friday-Sunday, April 24-26: USY Regional Spring Convention

(off-premises)
Wednesday, April 29: USY Movie, Beneath the Helmet, 7 p.m..

Adults
Wednesday, April 15: Yom HaShoah Program, 7 p.m.
Movie, We Are Still Here, with speaker Evan Kleinman, 

7:45 p.m.
Sunday, April 19: “The Blessing of a B minus” The Blessing 

of Problems to Solve, with Susan Werk, 9:15 a.m.
Monday, April 20: Women’s Rosh Hodesh Group at the home 

of Amy Borg-Glickman, 8 p.m.
Monday, April 27: CAI Book Club to discuss Not I: Memoirs of

a German Childhood by Joachim Fest, Rockin’ Joe’s, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, April 29: Movie, Beneath the Helmet, 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 30: Schmoozin’ with Susan, “Whine” and

Cheese: Coping with the Whining with More than Wine, ECC
parent-sponsored program, 7:30 p.m. (off premises)

Wednesday, 
April 29, 7 p.m.

A discussion will follow. 
Sponsored by CAI Lone Soldier

families. 
Contact Lisa Schlesinger at

lschlesinger12@gmail.com for 
further details.

The film Beneath the Helmet follows the journey of five young
Israelis who are drafted into the army. At the age of 18, away from
their homes, their families, and their friends, these young soldiers
undergo a demanding, inspiring journey. Beneath the Helmet illus-

trates how these young
men and women are
defending not only their
homes, but the values of
peace, equality, oppor-
tunity, democracy, reli-
gious tolerance, and
women�s rights.

Beneath the Helmet:
From High School to the Home Front
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WOMEN’S ROSH HODESH GROUP
Join in the beautiful custom of Jewish women ushering in the Hebrew month 

with prayer and study. No prior knowledge of Hebrew or Torah needed, just the 
desire to learn and share with your fellow congregants.

Led by Susan Werk, Education Director
Please invite your friends!
 Monday, April 20, 8:00 pm
Host: Amy Borg-Glickman 

For additional information please email: swerk@agudath.org

Sunday, April 12 at 10:00 am - Woman in Gold 
Exhibit and Egon Schiele Exhibit, Neue Galerie 
1048 Fifth Avenue at 86th Street, NY, NY.
Come to the Neue Galerie to see the art show, "Gustav Klimt 
and Adele Bloch-Bauer: The Woman in Gold." We will have a 
privately led docent tour of this exhibit and the Egon Schiele 
exhibit before the galerie opens to the public.
Gustav Klimt and Adele Bloch-Bauer: The Woman in Gold - 
This is an intimate exhibition devoted to the close relationship 
that existed between the artist and one of his key subjects and 
patrons. Included in the exhibition will be a display of Adele 

Bloch-Bauer I, paintings, related drawings, vintage photographs, decorative arts, and archival material. The highlight 
of this display will be Klimt’s stunning 1907 "golden style" portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer, as well as related sketches 
prepared during the four years that he worked on this iconic masterpiece. The exhibition will also feature a number of 
rare photographs of Klimt and material about the Bloch-Bauer family. This exhibition coincides with the opening of the 
historical drama "Woman in Gold," starring Helen Mirren as Adele Bloch-Bauer's niece Maria Altmann, and Ryan Reynolds 
as lawyer Randol Schoenberg.
Egon Schiele: Portraits - This special exhibition is devoted to portraiture created by the masterful Austrian artist Egon 
Schiele. This is the first exhibition at an American museum to focus exclusively on portraiture in Schiele's work. Egon 
Schiele (1890-1918) is considered one of the twentieth century's most important artists. 
Admission + docent fee: Adults $28, Seniors 65+, Educators, Students $18; Group size: Max. 25 people; Meeting location: 
Outside the Galerie entrance on 5th Ave. 10 minutes before start of tour.

 
Monday, April 13 at approx. 7:30 pm (exact time TBD soon) 
Film: Woman in Gold, starring Helen Mirren and Ryan Reynolds  
Bow Tie Clairidge Cinema, Bloomfield Ave., Montclair, NJ.
In conjunction with the Woman in Gold exhibit we will see the new film, “Woman in Gold” 
starring Helen Mirren and Ryan Reynolds, about an elderly Jewish woman who seeks to 
retrieve family possessions seized by the Nazis, among them Gustav Klimt’s 1907 gold-
flecked portrait: Adele Bloch –Bauer I. 
Regular admission to be paid at theater; Meeting location: Meet in lobby of theater 10 
minutes before start of film.
For either the Neue Galerie tour and/or the film at the Clairidge Cinema please RSVP to 
Lori Fuchs-Meyers at lafm111@verizon.net and send or bring payment for the Galerie tour 
into the CAI main office by April 5. Make checks payable to CAI. Reservations will only be 
held if accompanied by payment. This tour is non-refundable. For carpooling please contact 
Roberta Diamond at robertadiamond@optonline.net.
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The process of preparation for Pesach is definitely time 
consuming and overwhelming for some but the rewards of 
the sweet gefilte fish, crunchiness of the charoset, or the 
beauty of the seder table is truly exciting! Take some time 
before the seder to prepare your family for the feast. 
Tips for Pesach
*Have the children prepare a play to perform during the 
  seder with props and costumes.
*Decorate a family cover for the Haggadah.
*Create a family recipe for charoset or a Pesach dessert.
*Have a family trip to the car wash for a squeaky clean and 

   kosher-for-Passover environment. 

If you need further information on these tips please contact me and I will be happy to provide resources!

Religious School 
Principal
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Marisa Bergman

TEENS - LOOKING FOR A SUMMER JOB?
Want to be a part of an amazing summer at CAI’s Early Childhood Center? WE ARE NOW HIRING 
CAMP COUNSELORS!  Our online application is presently available at Agudath.org.  I you are 
14 or 15 years old you can be a CIT or 16 and up a camp counselor. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to work with children… Please fill out your application by Passover!  



                     PAGE 17

WWW.AGUDATH.ORG                                     APRIL 2015

Awe and Wonder
Spring has sprung after a long and challenging winter.  The 
winter weather brought us snow days off from school, 
icy roads and limited time for outdoor play.  Very often it 
is within our challenges that new ideas and thoughts are 
developed.  Difficult challenges open up opportunities to 
think differently and think of new ways of doing things.
One day this winter while children were out in our snowy 
playground, they came upon an interesting discovery; a 
toy tractor buried in the snow.  This created a challenge 
for the students.  They wanted to take the tractor out 

of the snow but it was frozen in place.  The challenge created a motivation 
for them to think differently and explore new possibilities.  Some used their 
hands to loosen the snow while others brought over other tractors to try 
digging it out. Once they were able to remove some of the snow, they had to 
join together to pull on the tractor to try to release it.  Their persistence and 
determination were outstanding.  Although the tractor did not budge they 
were successful in their efforts and determined to keep trying next time they 
went outside.
Daniel Pink, bestselling author and contemporary thinker, writes of the importance of understanding the changing 
roles of teachers in today’s society.  He says “the emphasis on cognitive skills like computation and memorization 
is evolving to include less tangible, non-cognitive skills, like collaboration and improvisation.” The scenario of 
the frozen tractor demonstrates the understanding that the teachers in our ECC have of their role in supporting 
children as they learn to collaborate and improvise. Sometimes the problems present themselves and the children 
are motivated to solve them and sometimes the teacher must present problems to encourage that spirit of 
curiosity and wonder.

Putting out provocations in the classroom and listening for children’s questions is an integral part of the teachers’ 
work.  Sometimes these happen intentionally and with a lot of thought.  Other times they happen spontaneously.  
When my hand had to be in a cast as the result of a torn ligament, the children had many questions. “Where is the 
booboo?” “How did you get the cast?” “How will the cast come off?”
The role of the teacher is also to scaffold on to the children’s natural curiosity and create new learning experiences.  
Thanks to the kindness of my orthopedist, I was able to show the children a videotape of the cast being removed 
and let them hold and touch the cast after it came off. Surely a cast was not in anyone’s lesson plan book, but what 
a valuable learning experience it became.
Passover is the holiday most associated with encouraging questions and seeing the divine in the world around us.  
May we all be inspired to listen to our children’s deep questions, encourage their curiosity and support them in 
their motivation to make new discoveries each day. 

Geula Zamist
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No one likes to imagine the “what ifs” having to do with becoming incapacitated and unable 
to make one’s own decisions. No one wants to picture his own end of life and decide how he 
wants it to play out. But, if not now, when? Because if we wait until we feel like it….well, you 
know. And NOT deciding is, in fact, deciding. Because without a document prepared by you, 
the medical establishment is compelled to do as much as they can to keep you going. And if 
you would not have wanted “extraordinary measures” performed on you, and you did not 
make your wishes known via a document, there is no one who can speak for you.

Atul Gawande, surgeon and author, has written a very good and readable book, Being 
Mortal. In it, he extols not a good death, but a good life, all the way to the end. He describes 
how we have medicalized aging and death so that the measures often taken in the last 
months of life prolong, but certainly do not add value to one’s experience. I recommend the 

book as insightful and indeed inspiring about bringing dignity and joy to life with the recognition of the limits of 
medicine.

There are two ways of making arrangements for having your wishes met. One is the medical proxy and the other 
“living will” or “advanced directive.” Very often, these two documents are combined. 

A medical proxy is someone who speaks for you when you are unable to speak for yourself. This is a chosen person 
close to you who knows what it is you would choose for yourself at this time of life. Would you want “everything 
done” for you, resuscitation, feeding tubes, IVs, ventilators? Or would you have said, “if there is no expectation of 
my having a functional life, do not bring me back?”

Advanced directives are documents that spell out the details in writing. One such document, written by the 
Conservative Movement, Jewish Medical Directives for Health Care, is a wonderfully explicit document, detailing 
the issues for each of the decisions. They examine everything from amputation to pain relief and decisions if 
terminally ill, giving the ethical arguments of two prominent rabbis, Dorff and Reisman. This document can be 
downloaded at http://www.agudath.org/livingwill.html.

The State of NJ has another complete set of documents at http://www.state.nj.us/health/healthfacilities/
documents/ltc/advance_directives.pdf.  

Then there is a lovely document that can be seen at http://www.agingwithdignity.org/five-wishes.php. In this one, 
there are lots of other considerations besides medical treatment to think about regarding the environment and  
your treatment.

I am available, as the CAI nurse, to meet with any CAI family to help guide your discussions regarding these 
documents or end-of-life considerations. It is a conversation no one is eager to have, but we each should begin the 
communication with our loved ones.
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Karen Frank

Shabbat Meditation - Begin Shabbat in Stillness
Saturday, April 11, 9:30 - 10:45 am

(First Saturday of every month through June)
Shabbat is the time for quieting, stepping back from the hectic

workday world, and entering a time of peacefulness and
communion with nature and spirit. Begin your Shabbat with

meditation on four Saturday mornings this year. You will feel a 
sense of peace, tranquility, and awareness that will enhance your

Shabbat experience.
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Therapeutic Yoga 

I don’t know about you 
but not a day goes by 
when I don’t see or read 
an article about the 
benefits of mindfulness, 
meditation or yoga.  I have 

to admit that mostly I am 
finding these articles on my Facebook newsfeed 
however, they seem to come from reliable sources 
such as The New York Times, Washington Post 
and Huffington Post. Having just completed an 
8-week- Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction 
course, where I learned and experienced firsthand 
the benefits of mindfulness and meditation, these 
articles that I once would have skipped over are 
now on my radar.  In my next article for May I will 
go into more detail about the class but right now I 
am super excited to share news about an amazing 
new program that is being offered right here in our 
own backyard.

A couple of weeks ago I went to hear about an 
exciting new program that is going to be offered 

at Saint Barnabas Ambulatory Care Center in Livingston. 
Kula for Karma pioneers the integration of therapeutic 
yoga, meditation and stress management into mainstream 
medicine and healthcare. As a nonprofit organization 
based in the New York metropolitan area, Kula for Karma 
offers programs, at no cost, to populations facing physical 
and mental health challenges.  Therapeutic yoga has been 
shown to have far-reaching medical benefits, including 
decreased blood pressure, increased musculoskeletal 
flexibility and strength, improved balance, increased flow 
of oxytocin, reduced anxiety and depression, and more.

Introducing individuals to therapeutic yoga will help build 
their resiliency along their healing journey, and provide 
them with one more powerful tool in their toolbox, which 
they may have never been introduced to. This endeavor 
will serve as a pebble in the pond and have a ripple effect 
of increased mindfulness and making wellness a priority, 
not just for individuals and their caregivers, but for our 
country’s healthcare system at large.

 

Kula for Karma is honored to receive a $51,930 grant from 
The Healthcare Foundation of NJ (HFNJ) for 2015 programs 
to be launched at Barnabas Health in West Orange and 
Livingston, NJ. The funds will serve cancer, cardiology, 
and multiple sclerosis patients, as well as caregivers and 
victims of domestic violence. Patients will have access to 
therapeutic yoga and meditation classes twice daily and 
free of charge!

Since its inception in 2007, Kula for Karma has launched 
over 300 integrative programs in the tri-state area, 
touching the lives of over 3,000 people. 

For more information about this program feel free to call 
me at 973-226-3600 x143. I’d be happy to help connect you 
to it.  

Wishing you a very happy and healthy Passover!
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Missy Jacobs

TORAH FUND
Torah Fund, through its annual campaign supports the 
Jewish education of future professional and lay leaders for 
the Conservative movement at The Jewish Theological 
Seminary, The Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, and The 
Schechter Institute. Many women proudly wear the Torah 
Fund pins, which indicate their donation to this worthy 
cause. Torah Fund also sells cards for many life-cycle 
occasions and distributes a calendar diary with secular 
and Jewish dates on the same page. For further
 information about Torah Fund, please contact Shari Bricker, 
Jsbrck@aol.com, or Torah Fund Chair, Sharon 
Hammerman, SFHammermn@aol.com.

 
The CAI Caring Committee is a volunteer group 
that provides assistance to congregants in need. 
Some of the services that we offer are: transportation 
to and from medical appointments and the 
synagogue, running errands and helping with chores, 
providing meals, visiting the sick or home bound and 
mobilizing family and friends during a crisis. CIndy 
Brooks, cbrooks_317@yahoo.com, and Michelle 
Shandler, mlshandler@gmail.com, are the co-chairs of 
this committee, and they are always looking for 
volunteers. Now is your opportunity to become a 
member of the CAI Caring Committee and make a 
difference! caringcommittee@agudath.org.
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April 2015

Spring is finally here!  Please join us at the Adult Senior Lounge for exercise, social, cultural, 
and educational experiences with a wonderfully welcoming group of individuals.  The group 
usually meets twice a week; Mondays and Thursdays from 11:45 am – 2:00 pm for exercise 
led by Tami Rager and Melissa Schaffer, followed by lunch and programing.  
**We will be continuing to have our Thursday meetings at Crane’s Mill (459 Passaic Ave. West 
Caldwell, NJ).  Timing will be the same, just at a different location.  We are looking forward to 
this very exciting move!**

We also take trips, which are sometimes scheduled on different days of the week.  Our main goal is to keep 
you healthy, happy and actively involved.  We try to include a variety of programs to expose our members to a 
multitude of experiences throughout the year.  
Note that our Congregational Nurse, Karen Frank will set aside time to meet with you individually each month at 
noon, on scheduled days.  If you should need her services for yourself or a loved one, please speak to Arielle or 
Karen.  You can leave a message at the synagogue at 226-3600 ext. 119 for Arielle, or ext. 141 for Karen. 

Our April programs include:

Thursday, April 2 (at Crane’s Mill)
Hirshhorn Lecturer: Chaim Lauer – “You can take the Jews out of Egypt, but…. Passover 

Secrets”

THERE WILL BE NO MEETINGS ON MONDAY, APRIL 6, OR THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 
IN OBSERVANCE OF PASSOVER

Monday, April 13 
Gene Kesselman will talk to the group about memoirs 

Thursday, April 16 (at Crane’s Mill)
TBA

Monday, April 20 
Nancy Caplan will lead a discussion

Thursday, April 23  (at Crane’s Mill) 
Rabbi Hammerman will speak to the group

Monday, April 27 
Karen Frank will have office hours and lead a group discussion

Thursday, April 30 (at Crane’s Mill) 
Rishon Yuval Dafadi will talk to the group about Yom Hashoah, Yom Hazikaron and Yom 

Haatzma’ut
(Snow Day make – up)

FUTURE EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO:

Karen Frank will be having office hours
Rishon will join us again to talk about life in Israel

The Purim Concert that was snowed out will be happening (date TBA)

Arielle Kay
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 A British Army officer once quipped that a battle always takes place at the juncture of two maps. I feel that way 
about writing the monthly article for the Voice. We have events coming up, but they are old news by the time 
the article is published, and our deadline is never in the right place on the calendar. 
On March 1, we ran the kitchen for the annual Purim Carnival. I want thank everyone who joined and helped 
out in the kitchen for a fun day: 

Stu Markon, Chuck Rettig and family (who 
were a very big help), Adam Shandler, Ira 
Kaplan, Walt Baumgardt (who did the bulk of 
the shopping and is the Men’s Club lead for 
the Purim Carnival refreshments), Softball 
Team Captain Paul Aronoff (who received 
the “Best Dressed” nod) David Moses, Josh 
Henry, Steve Jacobs, Mike Zucker, Gary 
Kabler, Marty Schenker and Avi Schneck.

I hope everyone enjoyed Purim. We made a profit, and 
those funds will go towards the Jack Lippe Scholarship. 

The local school guidance offices have the applications for the Jack 
Lippe Award. The award is open to any student whose family is a 
member of CAI.  This scholarship honors the memory of one of the 
pillars of our Men’s Club and community, who passed much too soon 
in the early 1970s. 

Upcoming events!
We will have our annual  

Texas Hold ‘em on April 29
In addition, our Annual Men’s Club 

Shabbat will be on June 13

All the best,
Mike
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Through March 4. We gratefully acknowledge all who generously support Congregation Agudath Israel’s many programs by  
remembering and honoring friends and loved ones.  Donations can be made on our website, www.agudath.org, or by sending 
a check to the synagogue office.  Please call or email Allison Robinson, Member Services Assistant, at 973-226-3600 x110 or  
donations@agudath.org, if you have any questions.

In memory of Morris Lewis IV’s father, Morris 
Lewis III

•  Esther and Harry Kartus

In memory of Steve Grossberg and family’s 
mother and grandmother, Hannah Miller

•  Susan and Steven Greenbaum

In memory of Michael Raske
•  The Justin Alexander Family: Rachel, Eddie, 

Terri, Toni, and Helen

In memory of Sandy Perelman’s wife, Marilyn 
Perelman

•  Sharon and Rinny Glauberg

In memory of Marvin Glickman’s wife, Alex 
Glickman’s mother, and Samantha, Jacob, 
and Emma’s grandmother, Elizabeth Glick-
man

•  Marc Rudoltz and Lisa Hochman
•  Cara and David Glickman

In memory of Rachel Root’s father, Steven 
Faust

•  Ari and Rebecca Berman
•  Denise and Steve Freedman

In honor of Dr. Sheldon Kriegel’s birthday
•  Debbie and Stuart Rabner

In honor of Dr. Leo M. Brown’s 90th birthday
•  Joan Billig

In honor of a complete and speedy recovery of 
Rabbi Richard Hammerman

•  Sandy Welsher

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Ron Martin’s grand-
daughter’s Bat Mitzvah

•  Susan and Richard Blender

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Doug Hirschhorn’s 
daughter’s Bat Mitzvah

•  Susan and Richard Blender

In honor of Margie Samuels’ birthday and 
study sessions with Susan Werk

•  Nikki and Morton Rachelson

In honor of the engagement of Evie and Gary 
Kabler’s daughter, Michelle

•  Esther and Harry Kartus

Packet of tribute cards
•  Sandy Podell
•  Carrie Halper

The Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Rachel Podell, Jessie and Ryan Pressman, 
and Dan and Adina Podell

The Chevra Kadisha Fund

In honor of the Chevra Kadisha
•  Michael and Miwako Chiaet
•  Cindy and Joseph Roth

Memorial Plaques
IN MEMORY OF:

•  Eugene Hecht from his friend, Michael 
Kohner

•  Fira Bialik from her son and daughter-in-
law, Israel and Linda Majzner

•  Martha Rogoff from her daughter and son-
in-law, Karen and Ted Eisenberg

•  Ruth Eisenberg from her son and daughter-
in-law, Ted and Karen Eisenberg

•  Esther Kruger from her son and daughter, 
Phil Kruger and Ann Kruger Leeb

•  Morris Kruger from his son and daughter, 
Phil Kruger and Ann Kruger Leeb

The Barry Rozman Technology Fund

In honor of the marriage of Daniel and Jessica
•  Margie, Aliza and Tom, Avi, and Dani Rozman

The CAI Annual Fund

In honor of the birth of Ned and Jane Glad-
stein’s grandson
•  Esther and Harry Kartus

In honor of Ben Kopen’s Bar Mitzvah
•  Esther and Harry Kartus

In honor of a speedy recovery for Rabbi Ham-
merman

•  Esther and Harry Kartus

The CAI-Susan Werk Special Fund

In honor of Susan Werk
•  Laura and Harlan Schreiber

The CAI Tribute Fund

•  Alan and Selina Davidson

In memory of Leslie Gurland’s brother, Kenneth 
Rogers

•  Marilyn Rose

In memory of Stanley and Evelyn Mayrowetz’s 
granddaughter, Julia Mayrowetz

•  Ari and Rebecca Berman

•  Felice and Art Nichols

•  Irma and Peter Berman

•  Nancy and Burt Mayrowetz

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Marc Rudoltz and Lisa Hochman

In memory of Robert Bildner’s father, Allen 
Bildner

•  Howard and Hilary Rabner
•  Karen and Ted Eisenberg

The David Taubenfeld Ramah Scholarship 
Fund

In honor of a Refuah Shlemeh/get well for Nat 
Taubenfeld

•  Bonnie and Richard Fertel

The ECC Educational Enhancement Fund

In memory of Amy and Seth Gillston’s mother 
and mother-in-law, Ellen Abrams

•  Lesley and Stan Weilgus

In memory of Olivia Humphreys’ grandfather, 
James Henry Meyers

•  Lori and Marlon Weinberg and Family

In honor of Olivia Opper’s last “Shabbat Child” 
at CAI-ECC

•  Mindy and Alex Opper

In honor of Aaron Raskin’s birthday
•  Alex, Mindy, and Caleb Opper

In honor of Dani Weisleder’s birthday
•  Alex, Mindy, and Caleb Opper

In honor of Talia Klein’s birthday
•  Alex, Mindy, and Olivia Opper

In honor of the birth of Jane and Ned Glad-
stein’s grandsons, Jackson Peter Sblendorio, 
Benjamin Amir, and Ellison Michael Buskey

•  Mindy and Alex Opper

The Generation to Generation Fund

In memory of Morris Lewis IV’s father, Morris 
Lewis III

•  Tom and Debbie Spiesman
•  Jerry and Jody Rosenberg
•  Cheryl and Barry Grummer and family
•  Wendy and Scott Newman
•  Carol Nelson

In memory of Claire Akselrad’s mother-in-law, 
Rachel Akselrad

•  Fae and Warren Page

In memory of Michelle Zeman’s father, Walter 
Zeman

•  Fae and Warren Page
 
In memory of Sandy Perelman’s wife, Marilyn 

Perelman
•  Sue and Seth Udasin and Family

In memory of Marvin Glickman’s wife, Alex 
Glickman’s mother, and Samantha, Jacob, and 
Emma’s grandmother, Elizabeth Glickman

•  Beth and Craig Wynne

The George & Molly Kaplan Caring Fund

In memory of Judy Zeller’s mother, Annette 
Roth

•  Phyllis and Barry Bochner
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In memory of Leslie Gurland’s brother, Kenneth 
Rogers

•  Linda and Michael Lowenthal

In memory of Stanley and Evelyn Mayrowetz’s 
granddaughter, Julia Mayrowetz

•  Phyllis and Barry Bochner
•  Nancy and Howard Levine
•  Arlene and Mel Berkowitz

In memory of Linda Sotnick’s father
•  Gerry and Naomi Eisenberger

In memory of Michelle Zeman and Allyson 
Speier’s father, Walter Zeman

•  Michelle Zeman and Allyson Speier

In memory of Jesse Faber’s father
•  Helaine and Richard French

In honor of the engagement of Marvin and Anne 
Elmowitz’s son, Daniel, to Yuan

•  Phyllis and Barry Bochner

In honor of the birth of Sally and Donald Gar-
son’s granddaughter, Scarlett Elizabeth

•  Helaine and Richard French

In honor of Purim
•  Allison and Rob Wright

The Gerald Edelman Memorial Education Fund

In memory of Marlene Ritter’s mother and Beth 
Nydick’s grandmother, Tessie Kelner

•  Harris and Carol Nydick and Family
•  Esta Edelman

The Israel Committee Fund

In memory of Marlene Ritter’s mother, Tessie 
Kelner

•  Richard and Susan Blender

In memory of Louis and Robert Reidenberg’s 
mother, Beatrice Reidenberg

•  David and Diane Reidenberg

The Jeremy Savitz Music Education Fund

In honor of the birth of Jane and Ned Gladstein’s 
grandson, Benjamin Amir

•  Felice and Art Nichols

In honor of Renee Savitz
•  Karen Eisenberg

The Kiddush Co-Sponsors

In memory of Nat’s father, Samuel Taubenfeld
•  Nat and Bea Taubenfeld

In memory of Ruth Markman
•  Janet and Robert Markman

The Kiddush Contributors

In memory of Dr. Stephen LaPoff
•  The LaPoff Family

In memory of Larry’s mother, Chana Dodyk
•  Amy, Larry, Arielle, and Jonathan Dodyk

In memory of Toby Shapiro and Pauline Shapiro
•  Roy Shapiro and the Wieseneck Family

In memory of Nancy’s father, Marvin Gorodetzer
•  Nancy and Cantor Caplan

In memory of her mother, Ida Uchill
•  Deborah Miller

In memory of Herb’s mother, Fanny Wolf
•  Herb and Maxine Wolf

In memory of Randi’s father, Murray Kleiman
•  Randi and Oron Brokman

In honor of the Neshama participants
•  Hope and Paul Aronoff, Evie and Sasson 
Posner, and Sheryl and Sam Pearlstein

In honor of Olivia’s Bat Mitzvah
•  Jennifer and Glenn Vogel

The Kiddush Fund

In memory of Claire Akselrad’s mother-in-law, 
Rachel Akselrad

•  Marc Rudoltz and Lisa Hochman

In memory of Murray Spiegel’s mother, Belle 
Spiegel

•  Murray and Randi Spiegel

In memory of Randi Spiegel’s mother, Selma Feit 
Levine

•  Randi and Murray Spiegel

In memory of Randi Spiegel’s father, Jacob. P. 
Levine

•  Randi and Murray Spiegel

The Martha and Sol Rogoff Children’s Activity 
Fund

In memory of Karen Eisenberg and David Rog-
off’s mother, and Stefan Pasternack’s aunt, 
Martha Rogoff

•  Bobbi and Barry Ostrowsky
•  Elaine and Seth Akst
•  Stefan A. Pasternack
•  Mark and Jill Tabakman and Family
•  Gail Seittelman
•  Alyson and Richard Slutzky

The Prayer Book Fund

In memory of Marvin Glickman’s wife, Alex 
Glickman’s mother, and Samantha, Jacob, and 
Emma’s grandmother, Elizabeth Glickman

•  Susie and Howard Bruch and Family

The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

In memory of Julie Ripps
•  Linda, Amy, Vanessa, and Danny Ripps

In memory of Richard Waxman’s mother, Sally 
Waxman

•  The Waxman Family

In memory of Stanley and Evelyn Mayrowetz’s 
granddaughter, Julia Mayrowetz

•  Mimi and Stuart Korn
•  Sue and Donald Weinberger

In memory of Sandy Perelman’s wife, Marilyn 
Perelman

•  Sue and Donald Weinberger
•  Joel and Sheila Scholack

In memory of Stephen LaPoff
•  Susan, Brad, Mitchell, and Jared LaPoff

In memory of her husband, Mel Silberman
•  Shoshana Silberman

In memory of Charlotte Rems, Sol Rems, and 
Sandy Rems

•  Dolores Rems

In honor of Alexandra Shron
•  Kari and Brad Shron

In honor of Marsha and Burt Henry
•  Marcia Altabet

In honor of Purim
•  The Tancer Family

The Reiser Children’s Choir Fund

In memory of Stanley and Evelyn Mayrowetz’s 
granddaughter, Julia Mayrowetz

•  Renee and Joel Reiser

The Senior Lounge Fund

In memory of Todd Spencer
•  Carol and Harris Nydick

The Stephen LaPoff Sports Fund

In memory of Stephen LaPoff
•  Susan, Brad, Mitchell, and Jared LaPoff
•  The Negrim Family and the Doppelt Family

The Sylvia and Irving Gladstein Endowment for 
Jewish Education Fund

In honor of the birth of Jane and Ned Gladstein’s 
grandsons, Benjamin Amir and Ellison Michael 
Buskey

•  Helaine and Richard French
•  The Kartus Family

The Toby Shapiro Library Fund

In memory of Sandy Perelman’s wife, Marilyn 
Perelman

•  Shari and Mitch Broder
In memory of her mother, Celia Bob
•  Lucille Zonis
In memory of Marvin Glickman’s wife, Alex 

Glickman’s mother, and Samantha, Jacob, and 
Emma’s grandmother, Elizabeth Glickman

•  Shari and Mitch Broder
In honor of Ben Shapiro’s Bar Mitzvah
•  Linda and Todd Wieseneck

The Werb Torah Club

In honor of Purim
•  Anne Troum

The Yahrzeit Fund

In memory of Robert Bildner’s father, Allen 
Bildner

•  Neal and Judy Yudkoff
In memory of Cili Neufeld’s sister, Hinda Stern
•  Bonnie and Richard Fertel
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• Arthur Adelberg from Samuel Adelberg 
• Seymour Alter from Roberta Ferrara
• Harry Baranker from Jay Baranker
• Frances Besher from Evelyn Goodman
• Kate Billig from Joan Billig
• Scott Allen Billig from Jeffrey and Janet Billig
• David Blumberg from Annice Silberberg
• Robert Blumberg from Annice Silberberg
• Celia Bob from Lucille Zonis
• Ninel Bogomolny from Mikhail Bogomolny
• Irving Brenner from Arnold Brenner
• Morris Cancell from Harriet Notkin
• Sam Caplan from Joseph Werk
• Lena Chiaet from Steve Chiaet
• Sharon Chiaet from Steve Chiaet
• Joseph Cirkus from Sandy Weintraub
• Melvin Cohen from Lois Jacobs
• Phyllis Cohn from Donna and Arthur Franklin
• Louis Dranikoff from David Dranikoff
• Florence Feldman from Lila Rubin
• Helen Fichtenbaum from Steven Fichtenbaum
• Joseph Fleischman from Norma Moglen
• Anna Fox from Alice Gould
• Ernestine Freiheiter from Beatrice Freiheiter
• George Geftic from Jules Geftic
• Henry Gerson from Renee Reiser
• Gertrude Gill from Marvin Friedman
• Jessie Glasser from Amy Dell
• Martin Glauberg from Aaron Glauberg
• David Goldberg from Phyllis and Leonard Kaufman
• Estelle Goldberg from Phyllis and Leonard Kaufman
• Charlotte Gottesman from Sandra Glassman
• Sylvia Gould from Judith Gould
• Minnie Greenberg from Martin A. Wenick
• Sam Greenstein from Norma Zyontz
• Rose Marcus Gross from Rhoda and Merrill Stern
• Joseph Gruber from Lila Rubin
• Samuel Hanover from Esther Kartus
• Benjamin Hellinger from Steve Eisen
• Helen Hellinger from Steve Eisen

• Philip Hendel from Helene Arzt
• Galine Ijadi from Manuchehr Eijadi
• Feige Izraeli from Hyman Izraeli
• David Joseph Jacobs from Suzanne Jacobs
• Gussie B. Joseph from Rosalie Fisher
• Abraham Karlin from Joseph and Roberta Karlin
• Anne Kaufman from Leonard and Phyllis Kaufman
• Dorothy Kaufman from Alan Kaufman
• Jack Kaufman from Leonard and Phyllis Kaufman
• Henry Kelner from Irwin Horowitz
• Leonard Klein from Beverly Hecht
• Arnold Laks from Diane Laks Simon and Michael Simon
• Deborah Lerner from Naomi Lerner 
• Selma Feit Levine from Randi and Murray Spiegel
• Fay Maurer from Marvin Schwartz
• Leon Naiman from Lynda Brown
• Hyman Nitzberg from Joel Nitzberg
• Ralph Notkin from Joel Notkin
• Rev. Shimon Paktor from Jeanette Paktor
• Philip Perkins from Alice Gould
• Moses Perlman from Nina Paris
• Irving Raiken from Larry and Michele Raiken
• Florence Robbins from Arthur and Donna Franklin
• Bette Brown Rogin from Roberta and Joseph Karlin
• Nathan Rosenberg from Benjamin Rosenberg
• Milton Rosenfeld from Bernard Rosenfeld
• Irene Samuels from Larry Samuels
• Rose Schaefer from Barbara Tabachnick
• Hyman Oliver “Ollie” Schneier from Gert Schneier
• Joseph Schotland from James Schenkel
• Phillip Shinbein from Aaron Shinbein 
• Martin Simon from Michael Simon and Diane Laks Simon
• Ruth Leslie Smith from Doris Woolf
• David Sobo from Elsa Sobo
• Belle Spiegel from Murray and Randi Spiegel
• Max E. Steinhardt from Linda and Israel Majzner
• Albert Sweetwood from Irwin Horowitz
• Helen Waldorf from Rona Zandell
• Ida Witkin from Nina Paris
• Gerald Woolf from Doris Woolf

As of March 4, 2015

Is Your Contribution Missing?

Sometimes, tributes come in after 
deadline.  
Sometimes, there is a clerical error.

Please let us know if you are looking for 
a listing, which is absent.  We will make 
sure it appears the following month.  
And we apologize for any oversights.
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Through March 4, 2015
MAZEL TOV TO: 

• Jane and Ned Gladstein on the birth of their grandsons, Benjamin Amir and Ellison (Eli) Michael Buskey
• Sylvia Gladstein on the birth of her great-grandsons, Benjamin Amir and Ellison (Eli) Michael Buskey
• Mark and Lauren Stern on the birth of their cousins, Benjamin Amir and Ellison (Eli) Michael Buskey
• Jarett and Maggie Konner on the birth of their daughter, Audra Samantha Konner
• Al and Ronnie Konner on the birth of their granddaughter, Audra Samantha Konner
• Sally and Donald Garson on the birth of their granddaughter, Scarlett Elizabeth
• Evelyn and Gary Kabler on the engagement of their daughter, Michelle
• Hillary and Robert Prince on the engagement of their son, Jared, to Rebecca Kranz
• 

SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF: 

• Marilyn Perelman, wife of Robert “Sandy” Perelman
• Elizabeth Glickman, wife of Marvin Glickman, mother of Alex Glickman, and grandmother of Samantha, Jacob, and 

Emma Glickman
• Allen Bildner, father of Robert Bildner
• Julia Mayrowetz, granddaughter of Stanley and Evelyn Mayrowetz
• Morris Lewis III, father of Morris Lewis IV
• Tessie Kelner, mother of Marlene Ritter
• Steve Faust, father of Rachel Root
• Louis Feit, father of Rebecca Feit-Klein
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Have good news to share?  
Please let us know! 

Contact arobinson@agudath.org

TRIBUTE CARDS
 

$10 Minimum Donation
Custom-printed tribute cards 

can be sent out from our 
office. Donations can be in any 
denomination that exceeds our 

$10 minimum. 
We also offer the option of 

purchasing a packet of 5 cards 
for $40, which you can send 

out yourself.
Allison Robinson, Member 

Services Assistant in our office, 
can assist you with your 

options.
Please contact her at:   

arobinson@agudath.org;  
973-226-3600 Ext. 110;  

973-226-7480 (Fax)

Dear Friends,

Thank you to all of you who sent us Purim baskets. The 
goodies were delicious and very much appreciated. We hope 
you had a happy Purim. Thanks for thinking of us.

In friendship,

Judy and Ben Tabs
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The mission of the Social Action Committee is to engage our congregation in hands-on activities to help repair 
the world (Tikun Olam).  This Biblical precept is one of five pillars of CAI’s mission statement, and is essential to 
bringing Jewish values to bear on the many challenges we face together as a community. 
A number of programs focus on helping the poor, a concern which runs throughout our Torah, and is an individual 
and community imperative. To further this value, the Social Action Committee:
• Collects packaged food, which it contributes to the Caldwell Food Pantry.  Food bins are situated by the 
main office and the educational offices. The program runs all year, with special drives organized around the Jewish 
New Year, Pesach and Thanksgiving. The sad truth is that too many people go hungry within our own community.
• Will, for our second year, be a host congregation for the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Essex County 
(IHN) during the second week of July (7/12-7/19).  We have committed to accepting 2-4 temporarily displaced 
families and to provide: (1) a sleeping area at CAI (IHN provides beds), (2) meals, and (3) volunteer supervision 
(transportation is provided by IHN staff to off-site programs during daytime hours). Many of our neighboring 
congregations have hosted this program for years, and we are proud to have joined the ranks as a participating 
member. Over 50 congregants participated last year, helping to make our first effort a great success.  
The goal is to provide temporary housing assistance to family units who have been temporarily displaced until they 
can obtain work and find affordable housing. IHN provides assistance and referrals to the affected families, and has 
a remarkable success rate. We will soon be looking for volunteers to fill out our schedule for July.
• Has become a member of the Bergen Country Sanctuary Committee, which is expanding into Essex County 
with our help.  The chairs of our Interfaith and Social Action Committee sit on the Sanctuary Committee Board. 
The program relies on congregants to host an individual or family for approximately 6 months who are seeking 
political asylum.  Typically, the asylum seekers have fled their homeland because of government murder of family 
members, threats on their own lives, torture, genital mutilation and other atrocities.  They are represented by 
counsel pro bono based on the merits of their cases.   They are often extremely capable and highly motivated 
individuals who have undertaken great risks to get here. 
We are extremely proud that a congregant (female) has generously volunteered to host an asylum seeker (female). 
Unfortunately, we have been unable thus far to make a match, as the prospective candidate was male.  We 
continue to seek additional host homes for males and females, as well as appropriate candidates. Once we have 
a match, success will also depend on  broad support from fellow congregants to assist individuals integrating into 
society and achieving independence. Those of you in a position to offer free services (medical, dental, recreational, 
etc.) will be greatly needed. 
We look forward to working with fellow CAI committees in addressing these and other community concerns in 
furtherance of Jewish values. We encourage you to turn Jewish ethics into action by joining the Social Action 
Committee and lending your hand to these worthwhile efforts.  New ideas are always welcomed.  Please contact 
me, Karen Eisenberg, at 973-226-7493 or kareneisenberg33@gmail.com.  I would be delighted to provide more 
information and to answer any questions you might have. 
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New Jersey Jewish Singles 45+ 

“Where Friendships Begin” 
 

Fun, Food, & Mingle  

Original Group Game  & Prizes  

Sunday, April 26, 2015 at 12:45 pm at CAI  

- ADMISSION: $10.00 – RSVP Required 

For information and to RSVP:  contact Sue Grossbard at 
singles@agudath.org   or 973-226-3600, extension 145	  N
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This is an election you can’t afford to ignore. 
Israel’s character is in the balance.
This election we’re talking about isn’t taking place in Israel, but it will impact directly on what happens there 
– and on Jewish life around the world. It’s an election that has to matter to every Jew who cares about the 
Jewish state and the kind of society it will become, and whether or not all Jews will be able to live, practice, 
and pray there in keeping with their own understanding of tradition. 
In October 2015, the Zionist Congress will convene in Jerusalem to determine policy and directly influence the 
allocation of hundreds of millions of dollars for initiatives that will impact on the nature of Israel and its ties 
with world Jewry for years to come. Elections to that Congress are taking place now. 
Vote MERCAZ, the voice of conservative/Masorti Jews around the world, transforming into deed our passion 
for fashioning the Jewish state as an exemplary pluralistic and democratic society every Jew can proudly call 
home. 
The Challenge 
MERCAZ works within the World Zionist Organization and lobbies within the Knesset for the equality of all 
streams of Judaism and for a society committed to peace with its neighbors, social justice, gender equality, 
respect for its minorities, environmental sustainability, good governance, the engagement of the next 
generation in shaping the Jewish future, and the security of the State of Israel and of Jews everywhere. 
Vote MERCAZ. 
Our ability to make a difference is directly related to the size of our delegation to the Zionist Congress. 
Our Judaism. Our Israel. Our future. 

www.VoteMercaz.org

Vote Slate 2 - MERCAZ
CAI is privileged to have 4 members of our community among the MERCAZ candidates – 

Rabbi Steven Wernick, Rabbi Alan Silverstein, Ned Gladstein and Harvey Hershkowitz.
It costs $10 to register to vote, $5 for those (age 18 by June 30, 2015) to 30.  MERCAZ does not get the 

money; the money goes to the American Zionist Movement to conduct the election.

Voting can be done online, by using a computer, tablet, or smart phone; or by a paper ballot.

The election period started on January 14 and concludes on April 30.

If you have any questions, please contact Harvey Hershkowitz, phone 973-334-1872, e-mail, hshinc@aol.com.
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Don’t miss this incredible World Music event! 
Save the Date: 

Sunday, April 19, 2015 at 3:00 pm 

Treasures of World Song! 
 

Join with us on Sunday afternoon, 
April 19th for a performance by the 
world-famous Gerard Edery Trio. 
  
The trio is an incredible group for 
Jewish world music: stunning guitar 
work, Persian saz, Middle Eastern oud, 
and bass.  Born in Casablanca and 
raised in Paris and New York City, 
Gerard Edery has a remarkable range 
of ethnic folk styles and traditions from 
all around the world.  His rich baritone, 
masterful guitar style and profound 
audience rapport create an 
unforgettable experience.  
 
You will be thrilled by the group’s 
unique musical arrangements of folk 
and popular songs from around the 
Jewish world. 

 
 

This fascinating and entertaining program  
is brought to you by Congregation Agudath Israel 

 

Gerard has performed in Europe, Africa, Israel and all across America; it is  
a real treat to hear him in our own backyard.  Make every attempt to come! 

Purchase discounted tickets online: http://tinyurl.com/EderyConcert 
or 

Make checks payable to CAI and note 'Edery Concert' on the memo line 
Mail to CAI, 20 Academy Road, Caldwell, NJ 07006 

Reserve your discounted seats by noon on Friday, April 17! 
 

Ages 16 and under: $10.00 
Adults: $20.00 

 
Tickets at the door: $25.00 

 
 



                     PAGE 29

WWW.AGUDATH.ORG                                     APRIL 2015

BESA - THE PROMISE
SUNDAY, MAY 3, 1:00 - 4:00 pm

CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL PRESENTS THE SCREENING OF:

BESA: The Promise is the never-before-told story of Albania – a small 
European country, which opened its borders to shelter Jewish refugees, 
even as it endured a brutal Nazi occupation. It’s witnessed through the 
prism of two men joined together in a remarkable and unexpected quest: 
Norman H. Gershman, a renowned Jewish-American photographer 
determined to record the bravery and compassion of the Albanians; and 
Rexhep Hoxha, a Muslim-Albanian toy shop owner who sets out to return 
three precious books to the last surviving member of the Jewish family 
his father sheltered sixty years before. When these two men meet, an 
extraordinary and utterly unexpected personal drama is set in motion – 
one that bridges generations and religions…uniting fathers and sons…
Muslims and Jews.

 GUEST SPEAKERS:

Ms. Majlinda Myrto, Muslim Albanian-American,
Executive Director of The Eye Contact Foundation

The Honorable Ferit Hoxha, The Permanent 
Representaive of Albania to the United Nations

DISCUSSION LED BY: 
Rabbi Alan Silverstein 
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Beneath The Helmet
From High School to the 

Home Front

Five new recruits in the Israeli armed forces tell their stories, 
share their dreams, and put their lives on the line to protect 

their families and homeland.

Wednesday, April 29, 7:00 pm
Discussion to follow.

Sponsored by CAI Lone Star Families
Contact Lisa Schlesinger at lschlesinger12@gmail.com 

for further details.
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ANNUAL CHARITY DRIVE FOR BABY ITEMS 

 

The Early Childhood Center of Congregation Agudath Israel is partnering with    
Baby G’Moch, a charitable organization whose purpose is to collect baby items for 
distribution to Jewish families in need.  Please donate your gently used baby gear:
 

 

WHEN:  Thursday, May 7 - Tuesday, May 11 

WHERE:  Main level -- hallway between the chapel and the social hall 

 

Questions?  Need help carting your gear to CAI or need an alternate weekend 
drop-off location?  Please contact Becky at rberman@gmail.com or Arielle at 
arielle.kay@gmail.com.  Thank you so much for supporting this worthy cause! 

strollers 

car 
seats 

cribs 

toys 

high 
chairs 

pack n' 
plays 

bouncy 
seats 
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SYDNEY WEINSTEIN
Daughter of Stephen and Wendy 

Weinstein 
April 25 - PM 

 
Sydney attends Montclair Kimberley Academy.  
Funny, caring, compassionate, and loyal are 
words that best describe her.  Family is 
important to Sydney, and she enjoys spending 
time with her sisters, Allie and Kate. Sydney 
has a strong bond with her grandparents, 
and loves her many cousins, near and far. 
Sydney’s friends have always relied on her 
for her supportive, fun-loving nature. In her 
spare time, she likes playing soccer, lacrosse, 
skiing, and swimming. 

Sydney spends her summers at Camp Taconic.  
Few things make her happier than being with 
the friends she adores at her “home away 
from home.” 

Sydney’s Mitzvah Project involved spending 
time at Monmouth County’s Jewish Family 
& Children’s Services, where she packed and 
delivered food to people in need. The food 
provided was subsidized from the income 
of the David A. Weinstein Trust, which was 
established by her father, Steve, in memory 
of her grandfather. 

Sydney makes us very proud. She has worked 
hard to prepare for her Bat Mitzvah and we 
look forward to celebrating her milestone. 

B’NAI MITZVAH

SADIE CANNON 
Daughter of Chris and Rebecca 

Cannon
April 19  - AM

We are beaming with pride over Sadie’s 
upcoming mitzvah.  

Sadie has grown into a dynamic, artistic, kind, 
bright young woman.  Her ability to captivate 
and engage individuals across all age groups is 
truly remarkable.  She is a wonderful daughter, 
caring big sister and loving granddaughter.    
   
Sadie’s appreciation of fine food is unparalleled. 
She wakes each and every day looking forward 
to thinking about her next meal. Watching her 
enjoy a dish is a celebration of life and of the 
moment. She has become a more reliable critic 
than most professionals.

It is her artistic spirit, however, which really sets 
her apart. We marvel at Sadie’s unique vision, 
which allows her to compose such beautiful 
and captivating images with her camera. The 
joy she expresses in the creative process is 
what really defines her and we look forward 
to watching her expand her horizons.

We are so very proud of Sadie, “our little (oops 
- big now) lady.” 

JOSEPH MILLER
Son of Eric and Yael Miller 

April 25 - AM

 
 
Joseph is a 7th grader at Newark Academy, 
where he enjoys playing basketball and 
baseball for his school teams.  When he’s not 
studying or playing sports he loves spending 
time with his friends, going to the movies, 
and being at any type of live sporting event.  
Joseph has a soft spot in his heart for our two 
dogs Sadie and Bo, and when he can, he likes 
to visit the local animal shelter, spending time 
with orphaned cats and dogs.

He has a special enthusiasm that can light up 
a room.  Joe is a great brother, son, grandson, 
cousin, and friend and we couldn’t be prouder 
of how hard he has worked towards getting 
ready for his bar mitzvah. We can’t wait to 
share this special milestone with family and 
friends.
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DO YOU NEED HELP WITH  
YOUR MITZVAH PROJECT?
If you are working on a project 
and would like to publicize it to 
gain support from the congre-

gation, send a 50-75  
word description of your project 

and what sort of support you 
would like to  

education@agudath.org

NOTICE TO PARENTS OF 
 UPCOMING B’NAI MITZVAH

Please submit write ups (no more than 
150 words) and photos electronically 

to voice@agudath.org.

CHECK IN AND CHECK 
US OUT ON FACEBOOK!  

WERB TORAH CLUB 
HONOR SOCIETY 
news, updates and 

events....LIVE!

B’NAI MITZVAH

NATALIE JAMES CAINE
Daughter of Marc and Stacy Caine 

April 26 - AM 
 

Natalie James Caine is the daughter of Stacy 
and Marc Caine and an amazing younger sister 
to Isabelle.  She is a seventh grader at West 
Essex Middle School where she has recently 
achieved both the Honor Roll and High Honor 
Roll. She is also a member of the 7th grade 
student council. In her free time, Natalie loves 
to play tennis, spend time with her family and 
friends, go to movies, and play with her dog 
Georgie.  For the past two summers, Natalie 
has gone to Camp Mataponi in Naples, Maine 
– a place she truly loves and considers her 
home away from home.  Natalie is sweet, 
compassionate, fun-loving, caring and has a 
terrific sense of humor.  To celebrate her Bat 
Mitzvah, Natalie and her family are going to 
be taking a special trip, which we are all very 
excited about!  Natalie’s family is thrilled to 
be able to share and celebrate this special 
time with her.  We are so proud and love you, 
Nattie James!
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PURIM AT CAI
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facebook.com/groups/caldwellusy 

usy@agudath.org 

@CaldwellUSY 

@CaldwellUSY 

Text @agudathusy to 201-468-6299 

http://jeremyvest.com/Site/images/instagram-‐

logo.gifhttp://jeremyvest.com/Site/images/instagram-‐logo.gif  	  

Caldwell USY Upcoming Events 

Contact Us 

2014-2015 Caldwell USY Board Chapter Events (Wed. events are 7:45-9 PM) 
Regional Events 
 

 
 
February 
Wed. 4th – Social Media with Missy Jacobs 
6th-8th – Regional Midwinter Kinnus, 
Livingston 
Wed. 18th  - Blind Taste Test 
 
March 
Sat. 7th – Regional Junior/Senior Prom, CAI 
Wed. 18th – Win, Lose, or Draw 
 
April 
Wed. 1st – Zumba – it’s back! 
Wed. 15th – Battle of the Sexes – 8th graders 
invited 
Sat. 18th – Caldwell USY Shabbat 
Sun. 19th - Paintball 
24th-26th – Regional Spring Convention 
Wed. 29th – Beneath the Helmet movie – 
7PM 
 
May 
Wed. 13th – Closing BBQ 
Regional Closing Dance, date TBA 
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Regional Events, Caldwell Events 
	  
*Superbowl	  Shabbat	  
Fri	  Jan	  30th	  5:30PM	  service,	  6PM	  dinner	  
Sanctuary/Social	  Hall	  
	  
Blind	  Taste	  Test	  
Weds	  Feb	  18th	  7:45PM-‐8:45PM	  Social	  Hall	  
	  
Kadima	  Brunch	  
Sat	  Feb	  21st	  10:30AM-‐12PM	  Adult	  Lounge	  
	  
*Agudath’s	  Got	  Talent	  
Sat	  Feb	  21st	  7-‐9PM	  Sanctuary	  
	  
*Purim	  Carnival-‐	  Krafts	  with	  Kadima	  
Sun	  Mar	  1st	  11AM-‐3PM	  Social	  Hall	  
	  
Kadima	  Brunch	  
Sat	  Mar	  7th	  10:30AM-‐12PM	  Adult	  Lounge	  
	  
Regional	  8th	  Grade	  Shabbaton	  
Fri	  Mar	  13th-‐Sun	  15th	  
Millburn	  
	  
Chocolate	  Seder	  during	  teen	  classes	  
Weds	  Apr	  1st	  7-‐7:45PM	  	  
	  
**Paintball	  with	  USY	  
Sun	  Apr	  19th	  	  
	  
Kadima	  Brunch	  
Sat	  Apr	  25	  10:30AM-‐12PM	  Adult	  Lounge	  
	  
Kadima	  Closing	  Event	  
Weds	  May	  6th	  6PM-‐7PM	  Social	  Hall	  
 
*Synagogue	  Wide	  Event	  **USY/Kadima	  

Kadima Spring 2015    
 Youth Programming for 6th, 7th, and 8th Graders 

Contact Information 
Adviser: Anna Richlin 
E-mail: Kadima@agudath.org 
Phone: 862-432-9590 
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USY/Teen Tikun Olam Torah Reading 
Donate to USY’s Tikun Olam Tzedakah 

fund and support our teens’ 
commitment to Torah! 

Select an amount you wish to contribute for each teenager (post bar-bat 
mitzvah through high school) who reads Torah on Shabbat.  For example, 
if you donate $0.50 per Torah reader and ten teens read Torah in a given 
month, your total donation to USY’s Tikun Olam Tzedakah Fund will be 
$5.00. 

Name_________________________________ 

E-mail_________________________________ 

Phone_________________________________ 

Check One: 

$0.25            $0.50           $1.00           $2.00          
Other_____ 

Please send to the CAI office Attn: USY or email Jason Kay at 
usy@agudath.org. Thank you for supporting USY’s Tikun Olam Fund! 
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Congregation Agudath Israel 
 

Sculpt Your Body 
Free Your True Self 
Transform Your Life  
Relax With Friends 
Laugh A Lot 

 
Classes are great for beginners and 
experienced yoga students.  

 
Instructor Jen Gold Shulman (YogaJen) will ease you into a comfortable practice. 
 

Spring 2015 
 

22 Monday Sessions 9:15 – 10:15 am 
 

Jan. 5, 12, 26; Feb. 2, 9, 23; Mar. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; Apr. 6, 13, 20, 27; May 4, 11, 18;  
June 1, 8, 15, 22 

 
25 Wednesday Sessions 9:15 – 10:15 am 

 
Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28; Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25; Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25; Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13, 20, 27; 

June 3, 10, 17, 24 
 

23 Friday Sessions 2:30 – 3:30 pm 
 

Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30; Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27; Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 17, 24; May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 
June 5, 12, 19 

 
Members:  

$15 per class  
or $330 for full Monday Yoga Season  
$375 for full Wednesday Yoga Season  

or $345 for full Friday Yoga Season 

Non-Members:  
$16 per class  

or $352 for full Monday Yoga Season  
$400 for full Wednesday Yoga Season  

or $368 for full Friday Yoga Season 
 

Please check:     ___   Monday am     ___   Wednesday am   ___     Friday pm 

 
Make checks payable to CAI. Please write “Yoga” in the memo line. 

 
 
Name:   ______________________________ 
Address: ______________________________ 
  ____________________, NJ_______  
Phone:  ______________________________  
Email: 

Y O G A 
 

Amount enclosed: $_______ 
 
Check #:_____ 
Cash: $ _____ 

Classes Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays. Please contact the main office for additional information (973) 226-3600



                     PAGE 39

WWW.AGUDATH.ORG                                     APRIL 2015

 

Saturday, April 18 

8:00 - 9:30 pm 

CAI Social Hall 

3rd, 4th and 5th Graders… 

Come learn how the magic is done from a professional magician!   

Tricks provided that you can bring home to show family and friends! 

No experience necessary!  Fun Guaranteed!   

RSVP to Shari Bricker at sbricker@agudath.org or call 201-452-6312 

$20/per person includes ice cream sundae and program.   

Maximum number of participants is 25 kids, so don’t delay.   

This is a drop-off event.  

   Parents, feel free to have a “date night” and leave the sitting to me. 

 

This program is sponsored by Chalutzim, the Congregation Agudath  

  Israel Youth Group for all 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 

You Can Be A Real Magician! 

Come for Havdalah and stay for ice cream 
and a whole lot of fun with Chalutzim and 

professional magician, Seth Dale. 
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Your Torah Fund contribution strengthens and perpetuates 
Conservative/Masorti Judaism throughout the world.

Mishpahah—משפחה  
Family
Not for nothing does the Torah begin with stories about families. The family in Judaism 
holds a central place, from the first family of Adam and Chava to our own families today. 
Indeed, our ‘Amidah prayer invokes our relationship to those first Jewish families, praising 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah as a reminder 
that our connection as a community roots back to the fact that we are all—the entire Jewish 
People—one big family.

In choosing mishpahah as the theme for the 5774 Torah Fund pin, we are acknowledging 
both the sanctity that comes with being one big family and the complexity of our families 
and relationships. There is no one kind of Jewish family in the world today. Our families are 
diverse, and this pin is something to be worn proudly by women in all stages and kinds of 
family life: married, partnered, single, divorced, widowed, LGBT, straight, mothers, aunts, 
sisters, daughters. And as we support the programs of The Jewish Theological Seminary, 
the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, and the Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies, we 
proclaim that we as women in all walks of life are proudly shaping the future of the big, 
3,000-year-old Jewish family. 

Receive the 5774 pin as 

our gift to you 
in recognition of your 
generous support.

Pin design by Eytan Brandes

A campaign to ensure our 
legacy to future generations of 
Conservative Jews by providing:
Rabbis
Cantors

Educators and Administrators
for Day Schools and Synagogue Schools

Synagogue Administrators
Social Workers
Scholars
Professional and Lay Leaders
Researchers

Torah Fund
Women Ensuring Conservative/Masorti Jewish Education  

               
You are Torah Fund—
at any level:
Keter Kavod:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,000
Scholarship Patron:  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,500
Patron:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,200
Associate Patron:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 600
Guardian:    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 300
Benefactor:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 180

For information, please contact Sharon Hammerman at
sfhammermn@aol.com or Cindy Schechter at
cindyschechter@gmail.com.
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Send an email to: 
communications@agudath.org. 
We will send you pricing and 

information!

Interested in advertising in 
THE VOICE or know someone who 

may be?

Reach over 1,000 
families monthy 
in Essex County!
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Air Conditioning - Heating - Plumbing 
Green Technologies - Electrical - Generators

     

      

                          

Bonnie Bornstein Fertel          
Richard E. Fertel    NJ Lic. Master Plumber# 6130   NJ Lic. Electrical Contractor# 9019                   
NJ Lic. HIC #13VH0294800  Sharp Certified Solar Installer   Member SEIA Member ASHRAE  Member ACCA                                                   

  

800.287.6651 

We accept all major Credit Cards 
0% Financing Available

Residential / Commercial / Industrial   -   Serving NJ Homes and Businesses Since 1928

www.bornsteinsons.com
Mention this ad and save $50 on a repair or $300 on an installation! 

(Can not be combined with other offers)

Congregation Agudath
Israel Cemetery Association

Plots Available for Members

 Arthur Franklin 973-228-2033
 Mel Berkowitz 973-226-8623
 Steven Eisen         973-618-0530
 Susan Englander   973-403-1875
 Keith Marlowe 973-533-9114
 Stan Kagan          973-226-4486
 Rabbi Hammerman 973-287-3455
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     FIND US ONLINE: 
     www.gesherfun.org 

 

7th-8th Grade Leadership Program 9th-10th Grade LIT Program Register Today! 

Gesher is the ONLY Jewish day camp in Essex County accredited  
by the American Camp Association (ACA). 

 

Our programs start at age 3 1/2 years old thru tenth grade.  Gesher 
campers enjoy action-packed days in a nurturing environment that  
focuses on each individual camper. Our strong camping program  

enables us to offer a safe, fun-filled and dynamic summer experience!  
  

Non-consecutive flexible weeks available at no additional cost (4 week 
minimum for most age groups) • Nutritious nut-free kosher lunch and 

snacks served daily • Door to door, seat-belted transportation provided to 
local areas on air conditioned, professionally driven vehicles • Committed to 
providing exceptional customer service and open lines of communication • 

Instructional and Recreational Swim led and supervised by our American  
Red Cross certified lifeguard staff • Professional athletic trainers teach 

skills and sportsmanship at age appropriate levels 

Winter & Summer Address: 
(862) 437-8111 

info@GesherFun   
www.GesherFun.org 

110 South Orange Avenue  
Livingston, NJ 07039 

Scott Lantzman, Director 

Enjoy the 
same great tuition rates as  

last summer! 
Save $100 with our Spring Early 
Bird discount and register by  

February 28. 
Don’t Delay...sign up today! 

Private 
Tours 

Available A
ll Year! 

Come see our 

beautifu
l campus 

— call tod
ay! 

Check out some of our 
other great discounts! 

Jewish Day School—$180 
Educator Discount — $100 
Refer A Family — $100 

Inquire T
oday 

About Our
 Adult & 

Teen Staff 

Positions 
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290 teens and young adults made a profound connection to their Jewish identities while  
participating in a Birthright Israel, Masa, Onward Israel, or Diller program in Israel.

Put your    into it. Give. Volunteer. Change Lives. Feel Great.

CALL: (973) 929-3198  EMAIL: drc@jfedgmw.org  ONLINE: www.jfedgmw.org/donate

You are the heart of Federation.
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E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  C e n t e r

PASSION FOR LEARNING THROUGH PLAY
Our highly trained and loyal staff helps make learning fun through a creative 

curriculum developmentally appropriate for the young children.

Please come visit us and see what it is like to be a part of our community.

20 Academy Road w Caldwell, NJ 07006  w 973-226-3600 w www.agudath.org w ecc@agudath.org
Early Chidhood Director Geula Zamist

• Two, Three, and Four Year Old Programs
• Mommy and Me Programs
• Summer Camp
• Hebrew Immersion Classes
• 7:00 am - 6:00 pm Options

• Parenting Workshops
• Early & After-School Care Available
• Accomodating the Needs of Every 
   Child and Family

We ascribe to the principles of the NAEYC.
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Larry S. Raiken, Esq.
Attorney at Law

170 Changebridge Road, Unit B3-1, Montville, NJ 07045

Tel: (973) 808-2003                         Fax: (973) 227-
4691

 

“SERVING ALL YOUR FAMILY LEGAL NEEDS 
SINCE 1970”

SPECIALIZING IN REAL ESTATE, MATRIMONIAL, PROBATE & WILLS

DEBORAH RABNER, M.D., F.A.A.D.
Diplomate, American Board of Dermatology

1129 Bloomfield Avenue
Suite 205
West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Tel. (973) 575-6880
Fax. (973) 575-1616

A zessin Pesach to you and your
family from the members

of the Jewish Memorial Chapel

841 Allwood Road
Clifton, NJ 07012
973-779-3048 • Fax 973-779-3191
www.JewishMemorialChapel.org

Vincent Marazo, Manager
NJ License No. 3424

Ahavas Achim • Bloomfield
Amelia Lodge • Clifton
Beth Israel • Clifton

B’nai Shalom • West Orange
Chevra Thilim • Passaic

Clifton Jewish Center • Clifton
Adas Israel • Passaic

Agudath Israel • Caldwell
Ahavas Israel • Passaic
Beth Ahm • Verona
Beth El • Rutherford

Beth Shalom • Pompton Lakes
Shomrei Emunah • Montclair
Daughters of Miriam • Clifton

Farband • Passaic
Hungarian Hebrew Men •

Pinebrook
Jewish Federation • Clifton

Jewish War Veterans Post 47 •
Clifton

Knights of Pythias Memorial
Association • Clifton

Pine Brook Jewish Center •
Montville

Temple Emanuel • Clifton
Temple Ner Tamid • Bloomfield

Tifereth Israel • Passaic
Passaic Hebrew Verein • Passaic

Young Israel • Passaic

COMMUNITY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1921 • NON�PROFIT
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973-226-3600

Elegant Invitations by Karen
By Appointment
Karen Engel

973.632.6593 or kse14@optonline.net

Weddings ~ Bar and Bat Mitzvahs
Parties ~ Birth Announcements
Business and Personal Stationery

Exquisite Hand or Computer Calligraphy
Place Cards ~ Programs ~ Menus

Napkins ~ Guest Towels

20% Discount (on most prod-
ucts) for Our Fellow Members

gurian.com

33 Clinton Road, Suite 109
West Caldwell, NJ 07006

973-228-0429
973-226-3033

E-mail:Davegur@aol.com
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