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Welcome our CAI Adult Education Summer Camp Scholar Rabbi Nathalie Lastreger
 

Nathalie Lastreger Summer Class Schedule:

Women’s rights in Judaism - Film and Discussion lead by Nathalie Lastreger (open to men and women): 
7:00 Introduction of film and topic of discussion
7:30 Minyan
8:00-9:00 Movie
9:00-9:45 Discussion and questions.

Wednesday, July 16 -Praying in Her Own Voice: The Struggle of the Women of the Wall for Religious Freedom 
in Israel (2010), Produced by Dan Katzir, Yael Katzir & Ravit Markus, English & Hebrew with English subtitles.

This powerful film documents the courageous struggle of the famed “Women of the wall” movement. This group 
has spearheaded the battle for female equality in the religious world. Their main focus has been on the Wailing 
Wall - the holiest site for Jews where orthodox, conservative and reform women are not allowed to gather and 
pray. For the past decade they have challenged the government of Israel and the entire Jewish world by raising 
a lot of media attention both through colorful protests and by their unstoppable legal battle - which has ended 
several times at the Israeli Supreme Court which made some very controversial rulings. The story of the Women 
of the Wall is a test case for the deprived status of women in Israeli public life. The film is an outcry protesting 
religious coercion and the violent silencing of women. It’s a film that raises many questions about the battle of 
the sexes within the religious Jewish world.

Wednesday, July 23 - Purity, Language: Hebrew / Available Subtitles: English, Directed by: Anat Zuria 

Anat Zuria’s documentary Purity examines the Orthodox Jewish tradition of immersion in the miqveh, a ritual 
bath designed to purify a woman after her menstrual period. Jewish law (Halachot) prohibits even the slightest 
physical contact between husband and wife during her menstruation and for seven days afterwards, until she 
performs the ritual bath; otherwise she is “unpure” and must not be touched. Zuria’s film examines her own 
experience and that of several modern Israeli women who view the miqveh variously as a cherished tradition, a 
functional obligation, or a meaningless, even demeaning, religious practice.

Nathalie has just completed her studies at the Schechter Rabbinical School. She will be 
ordained in early 2015. 
Nathalie was born in France and moved to Israel at the age of 10. She was raised in a 
traditional Sephardic home and studied at an ultra-religious high school. 
Nathalie studied for two years at the “Tehuda” program for pluralistic-Jewish leadership and 
led a Beit Midrash for Human Rights at the Hebrew University. She is a human rights activist 
and hopes to promote social change in Israel from a Jewish liberal perspective.  In addition, 
she lectures and leads pre-army year programs throughout Israel. She initiates social activities 
aimed at broadening public discourse in Israel on pluralistic Jewish identity while safeguard-
ing the rights of women and minorities. She is a member of Rabbis for Human Rights and also 

regularly joins the services of the Women at the Wall and is very involved in religious feminist issues.
Nathalie holds a B.Sc. in Biology and an MA in Life Sciences. She graduated cum laude in Political Science from the 
Hebrew University. 



Wednesday, July 30 - Mekudeshet, Language: Hebrew / Available Subtitles: English, Directed by: Anat Zuria

Nominated for a Silver Wolf at IDFA, this shocking documentary exposes the Kafkaesque process of divorce for 
women in Israel where secular law does not exist, and divorce is dealt with according to archaic and fundamental-
ist orthodox Jewish law. Filmmaker Anat Zuria, maker of the award-winning Purity, gained rare access to the 
rabbinical courts to follow two women caught in the demoralizing legal labyrinth. Though husbands can live with 
other women and even withhold child support, wives are forbidden contact with other men. In some cases, these 
very modern, independent and well-educated women are forced to buy a divorce from their husbands for huge 
sums. As a result, thousands of Jewish women have lived in limbo indefinitely, both in Israel and in other 
communities around the world.

Tuesday Lunch and Learn Series - bring dairy lunch 
July 8, 11:45 am - Human rights according to Judaism 
July 22, 11:45 am - Issues of religion
July 29, 11:45 am  - Justice and charity

Israeli Film Night - Film and Discussion lead by Nathalie Lastreger: 
Tuesday, July 29, 7:45 pm - The Lesson, Documentary, 90min.Director: Anat Yuta Zuria

200 driving lessons and numerous failed tests later, Layla, an Egyptian born Arab, is about to give up on her 
dream to drive. An encounter with Nimar, the number-one Palestinian driving expert in Al Quds, rekindles 
her hopes. Nimar and Layla, two strangers in one town, embark upon a mutual journey to learn how to drive. 
Gradually, the car turns into a “confessional,” and Layla shares her secret life story with Nimar. But Layla’s 
broken home, and her musician daughter’s doomed love story may thwart Layla’s chance to drive when the 
journey hits a rocky road.

“The Lesson” follows this exceptional drama for two years: the story of an Arab woman fighting for her 
independence in a city where the drive for independence has become, for many, an unachieved dream.

Discussion lead by Nathalie Lastreger:

Wednesday, August 13, 7:45 pm - “Let’s Talk About Love” Discussion lead by Nathalie Lastreger
celebrate with us “Day of Love”, Tu B’Av, is  Judaism’s day of love, commemorating the celebrations in Talmudic 
times, when young women dressed in borrowed whites would dance in the vineyards, looking to catch a young 
man’s eye. Times have changed, and the 15th of Av has become more of a typical Valentine’s Day, replete with 
the type of hoopla that surrounds the February version commemorated in the Western world.

Service Lead by Nathalie Lastreger:

Tuesday, July 15 - Fast of Tammuz - Introspective Studies on Peace 
Mincha 7:30 pm, followed by Discussion 

The value of Judaism and our concern for people different than ourselves.

Women’s Rosh Chodesh Group with Susan Werk and Rabbi Lastreger
Monday, July 28, 8:00 pm 
This group will be held at the home of Susan Werk, 105 Roseland Avenue, #1003, Caldwell, NJ 07006.

To attend any of these programs please RSVP to Susan Werk, swerk@agudath.org.

Many thanks to our Israel Committee for sponsoring our summer scholar.
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Thursday, July 17, 11:00 am    
Grounds for Sculpture, 18 Fairgrounds Rd., Hamilton, NJ 
We will have a one-hour private docent-led tour of this magical and special 42-acre sculpture park composed 
of works by well-known and emerging American and international artists.  After the tour, our group will have 
lunch (not included in admission fee) and then continue to explore the garden on our own.  There are two 
cafes and one restaurant on the premises for lunch.

Cost: $17 per person, max 30 people.  Please RSVP to Lori Fuchs-Meyers at lafm111@verizon.net and send 
payment into the CAI main office by July 9th.  Make checks payable to CAI. Carpooling available. Reservations 
will only be held if accompanied by payment.

Thursday, July 24, 10:45 am  
Metropolitan Museum of Art Meet at entrance, tour begins at 11:00 am
Artistic Visions:  Heroes & Villains of the Bible, a tour of masterworks at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
presented by Rabbi Lewis Warshauer. Some of the best-known figures in the Jewish bible have the reputation 
of being heroes; others are known villains.  What characterizes a hero or a villain? Is there such a thing as a 
Jewish hero? One way of gaining insights into characters of the Bible is to view art works that depict them. Join 
us when Rabbi Lewis Warshauer gives us a 90-minute tour where we will view and comment on artworks by 
the European old masters that feature personalities of the Bible including David, Bathsheba, Samson, Delilah, 
Esther, and Ahashverosh.

Rabbi Lewis S. Warshauer teaches adult education seminars in Judaism. He has served as adjunct rabbi at  
Congregation Habonim in New York City and was a teaching fellow in the Jewish Theological Seminary’s  
Kollot/Voices of Learning program. Rabbi Warshauer served as assistant rabbi at Congregation Beth Shalom 
in Kansas City, Missouri, from 1997 to 2000. He received his ordination from the Jewish Theological Seminary 
in 1997, and was a recipient of a Wexner Graduate Fellowship.  As part of his rabbinical training, he studied at 
the American Jewish University in Los Angeles and the Schechter Institute in Jerusalem. He also studied at the 

Trips, Trips, Trips

The Interfaith Committee invites you to an Iftar Dinner with our Turkish Moslem Friends

Tuesday, July 22, 7:30 pm
Join us and members of the Turkish Moslem Community for an Iftar dinner to break the Ramadan fast.  An 
authentic kosher Turkish dinner, prepared in CAI’s own kitchen will be served. Dinner is $18.00 per person. Res-
ervations are required by July 15, 2014. Please RSVP to Allison at arobinson@agudath.org or 973-226-3600. 

If you would like to join a handful of fellow female congregants and a few women from the Turkish community 
in preparing the dinner on Sunday, July 20 at 10:00 am, please contact Phil Kruger, 973 299-0309.  First come 
first serve basis. 

Additional programs in August to be announced...

 
Interested in learning Yiddish during the summer?  Contact Lea Whitney – 973-228-6121 for further information



Pardes Institute in Jerusalem. 

Rabbi Warshauer has developed a curriculum in Understanding Bible Through Art, which he has offered at 
synagogues and in cooperation with the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, and 
the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art (Kansas City.)

After our tour with Rabbi Warshauer we will have lunch in the museum (at your own expense) and then tour 
the Met Costume Institute exhibit; Charles James: Beyond Fashion, will feature approximately 75 of the most 
notable designs produced by James over the course of his career, from the 1920s until his death in 1978. The 
first-floor special exhibition galleries will spotlight the resplendent glamour and breathtaking architecture of 
James’ ball gowns from the 1940s through 1950s, worn by such renowned clients as Austine Hearst, Millicent 
Rogers, and Dominique de Menil.
 
Cost: $30 per person, max 20 people.  Please RSVP to Lori Fuchs-Meyers at lafm111@verizon.net and send 
payment into the CAI main office by July 16th.  Make checks payable to CAI. Carpooling available. Reservations 
will only be held if accompanied by payment.

Wednesday, August 6, 7:00 pm    
Evening of Off-Broadway, The Pianist of Willesden Lane 
Play based on the book, “The Children of Willesden Lane:  Beyond the Kindertransport:  A Memoir of Music, 
Love, and Survival,” by Mona Globeck and Lee Cohen.  The solo show features Ms. Globeck, an internationally 
acclaimed pianist, recounting a story of survival during the Holocaust, based on her mother’s actual experience.  
Golabek’s unforgettable, musically infused performance was one of the biggest hits in the The Berkeley Reps 
Theatre’s history last fall.

Set in Vienna in 1938 and in London during the Blitzkrieg, the musical drama tells the true story of Golabek’s 
mother, Lisa Jura, a young Jewish musician whose dreams are interrupted by the Nazi regime. Golabek performs 
some of the world’s most beautiful music live as she chronicles the true story of her mother’s survival.
 
Cost: $60 per person.  Please RSVP to Lori Fuchs-Meyers at lafm111@verizon.net and send payment into the 
CAI main office by July 23rd. Make checks payable to CAI.  Carpooling available. Reservations will only be held 
if accompanied by payment.

Trips, Trips, Trips (continued)
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Elie Wiesel (DVD)
July 31, 7:45 pm, Adult Lounge

Don’t miss the opportunity to learn from Elie Wiesel, founder of the Elie Wiesel 
Foundation for Humanity and Nobel Laureate and 92nd Street Y.

Discussion lead by Susan Werk or Rabbi Silverstein

Success in America - Amy Chua and Jed Rubenfeld (DVD)
July 24, 7:45 pm, Adult Lounge

It may be taboo to say, but some groups in America do  
better than others. Mormons have recently risen to astonishing  
business success. Cubans in Miami climbed from poverty to  
prosperity in a generation. Nigerians earn doctorates at stunningly 
high rates. Indian and Chinese Americans have much higher incomes 
than other Americans; Jews may have the highest of all. Husband-
and-wife team Amy Chua (author of Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother) and Jed Rubenfeld—
both Yale professors—discuss their new book, The Triple Package, and expose the three 
unlikely traits that explain the rise and fall of cultural groups in America, in a talk that could 
transform the way you think about success and achievement. 

Discussion lead by Susan Werk or Rabbi Silverstein

92nd Street Y Live DVD Series 
Thank you to Al and Jean Stoloff, our annual sponsors of this program, for their support and generous donation.

To attend any of these programs please RSVP to Susan Werk, swerk@agudath.org.

The Story of the Jews - Simon Schama (DVD)
 
July 17, 7:45 pm, Adult Lounge

You may know some of the history of the Jews, but you haven’t heard it the way Simon 
Schama tells it–full of rich detail and a keen sense of how people really lived. Schama’s 
The Story of the Jews: Finding the Words 1000 BC-1492 AD (a new book and television 
series) takes us all over India, Spain, Oxford, Syria, Paris, Cairo and beyond to show how 
Jews everywhere lived not as a people apart, but as a vital force in any society they 
joined, inspiring and being inspired by everything around them.

Discussion lead by Susan Werk or Rabbi Silverstein


