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Introduction 

 
 
We now have had several years in our new building, enjoying and making good use of our Lipsey 
Family Adult Wing and learning spaces: The Toby Shapiro Library, Learning, and Conference Center, 
and Library in the Sidney Feinstein Beit Midrash; and the Frank Nathanson Adult Lounge. This year 
we offer an equally stimulating and wide range of adult courses and programs designed to appeal to 
anyone with a curious and open mind, from Jewish thinkers of the 20th Century to an exciting author 
series; from introductory Judaism and prayer to parenting support; from spiritual discovery to 
interfaith exploration; poetry, film groups, book clubs, and much more…  
 
In addition to the CAI courses, we are proud to be a site for The Florence Melton Adult Mini-School, 
an innovative adult learning program developed at the Hebrew University, and taught by our own 
Rabbi Silverstein and Education Director Susan Werk. 
 
Our excellent congregational staff, other recognized experts, or fellow congregants with specialized 
knowledge/experience teach all of the classes. We wish to thank Dr. Arnold Brenner, Michael and 
Barbara Erlichman, Derek Fields, Phil Kruger, for volunteering their time and teaching talents to our 
program. Please note that the time frames for classes vary; some are ongoing, some are a full academic 
year, some are limited sessions, and some are just one semester – either fall or spring. 
 
We need at least four people in order to provide a class. No CAI member will be denied participation in 
CAI classes due to financial concerns. Please speak to Rabbi Silverstein about financial aid opportunities. 
 
We invite you to choose something from this brochure and join us for an exciting and involved year as 
we continue to take full advantage of our Adult Learning Center. We seek to make new friends and 
expand our individual and group understanding of relevant issues and topics. If there is something 
else you would like to see included, please let us know. 
 
We look forward to a great year! 
 
Shana Tova, 
 
Rabbi Alan Silverstein, Education Director Susan Werk,  
and Adult Education Chair Lori Fuchs-Meyers 
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“Rhythms & Purposes”  
MELTON Year: Thursday mornings 9:30 am – 11:30 am  
Faculty: Rabbi Silverstein and Susan Werk 

Year One Melton:   
“RHYTHMS”: What are the ideas, beliefs, and sources that shape Jewish life and practice, including the daily, weekly, 
monthly, and annual life-cycle observances and customs? 
“PURPOSES”: Why do Jews believe what they do, and what are the theological concepts that unfold in the Bible, the 
Talmud, and other sacred texts – both ancient and contemporary? 

 

MELTON Graduate Class: Thursday mornings (two sessions) 9:30 am – 11:30 am 
Faculty: Rabbi Silverstein and Susan Werk 
 
The Jewish Roots of Islam and of Christianity (9:30 – 10:30 am) Taught by Rabbi Silverstein  
This course will trace and analyze the Jewish sources that shaped the Koran and the Christian Bible. 
Bemidbar: Leadership defied and defended (10:30 – 11:30 am) Taught by Susan Werk 
 Israel’s fateful journey through the wilderness of Sinai presented numerous challenges to its leaders, Moses 
and Aaron. This course will survey the dramatic events of the fourth book of the Torah.  We will revisit and 
rethink commonly held beliefs about our biblical heroes and rebels. 
 
Class meets: October 23, 30; November 6, 13, 20; December 4, 11, 18; January 8, 15, 22, 29; February 5, 12, 26; 
March 5, 12, 19, 26; April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; May 7, 14, 21, 28; June 4, 11 
 
Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center 
Cost: $650 Tuition (CAI congregants will receive $100 rebate) 

 

This innovative adult Jewish learning program provides the opportunity to achieve basic Jewish literacy in just two 
years, to learn the “whys” of everything Jewish. Students of varying backgrounds form a community of learners who 
explore Jewish texts and begin to understand how Judaism developed and what Judaism means to them. The pluralistic 
approach fosters an atmosphere of warmth, respect, and mutual understanding.  

All Melton classes are open to new students. There are no prerequisites for any year’s program. 

 Year One is not a prerequisite for Year Two  
Neither Melton 1 nor 2 is a prerequisite for Year 3, Graduate Classes 

“FOUNDATIONS OF JEWISH LIVING” – Sunday mornings 9:15 am – 11:00 am  
Class meets 10 times: September 28, October 26, November 23, December 14, January 11, February 8, March 8, 
April 19, May 3, May 31 (celebration brunch)  
Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center; Cost: $180 
Faculty: Susan Werk with visits by Rabbi Silverstein 
A special curriculum designed for parents of young children. 

 

 

Florence Melton Adult Mini-School   
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What is the Talmud? 
Along with the Torah, the Talmud defines how 
Jews have lived throughout the millenia, up to 
modern times. Through the Talmud, the Rabbis 
filled in the details that the Torah left out and 
expanded on the Torah to cover the entirety of 
personal, family and community life. But to many 
Jews, the Talmud remains a closed book. In this 
course, we will look at what the Talmud is, how it 
came to be, and what impact it continues to have 
on our lives. This course is designed for people 
with little or no exposure to the Talmud and 
requires no Hebrew or prior knowledge. 
 
Instructor: Derek Fields  
Time:  7:45 – 9:00 pm 
Dates:  January 6, 13 ,20, 27, Feb 3, 10 
Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center 

 

Courses 
 

Adult Learners Minyan 
Interested in learning the rhythm of our Shabbat 
morning service? In an informal discussion-based 
environment learn about key Shabbat morning 
prayers and how to make them meaningful in 
your everyday life. We will have the opportunity 
to pray sections of the service. 
 
Time: Saturdays, 10:30 am (babysitting will be 
available) 
Dates:  October 18, November 15, December 13, 
January 24, March 7, April 25, May 16 
Location: Sidney Feinstein Beit Midrash/Library 
Instructor: Susan Werk and others 

 

The Jewish Helix 
Learn or review yearly Jewish holidays and life-
cycle themes and ritual. All questions encouraged 
in a supportive atmosphere.  
 
Instructor: Nancy Caplan 

Time: Tuesdays, 1:00 – 2:00 pm 
First Session: October 7, 14, 21, 28; November 4, 
11, 18, 25; December 2, 9, 16 
Second Session: January 6, 13, 20, 27; February 3, 
10, 24; March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center 
Cost/semester: $120 Member, $240 Non-Member. 
Requires no Hebrew or prior knowledge. 
 

Texts and Coffee 
This year we will continue studying books of 
Prophets as they relate to their corresponding 
Torah Portion. No Hebrew knowledge necessary, 
but always welcome. Lots of lively discussion. 
 
Instructor: Nancy Caplan 

Time: Tuesdays, 10:45 am - Noon 

First Session: October 7, 14, 21, 28; November 4, 
11, 18, 25; December 2, 9, 16 
Second Session: January 6, 13, 20, 27; February 3, 
10, 24; March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center 
Cost/semester: $120 Member, $240 Non-Member 

 

Half-Hour of Torah Talk 
How can you possibly learn much Torah in a half-
hour? 

Find out by attending another semester of Rabbi 
Richard Hammerman’s  class, which reconvenes 
for the new Torah reading cycle, following 
Shacharit services. 

Join this exciting group of students for an incisive, 
creative and stimulating half-hour study and 
discussion on the week’s portion. No previous 
background is required. 
 
Instructor: Rabbi Richard Hammerman  

Time: Beginning October 25! Friday mornings 
following morning service 7:30 - 8:00 am 
Location: Sidney Feinstein Beit Midrash/Library 
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Torah Study Class 
How does the weekly Torah portion relate to our 
lives today? Study the meaning behind the 
weekly Torah reading with other adults. Lively 
conversation and meaningful insights occur each 
week. 
 
Instructor: Susan Werk 
Time: Saturdays, 9:00 am 
Location: Sidney Feinstein Beit Midrash/Library 

 

Jewish Second Temple Literature Discussion 

Reading Scripture and Other Sacred Literature 
in Second Temple Times: Congregant Phil 
Kruger leads a discussion of the Books of Enoch, 
the Book of Jubilees, the Testaments of the Twelve 
Patriarchs, the Gospels and other Second Temple 
literature and how those writings relate to the 
Jewish sacred canon each week starting one half 
hour after the beginning of the shabbes 
kiddish.  The class is open to all and no experience 
or familiarity with the material is required.  The 
discussions are held in the Sidney Feinstein Beit 
Midrash/Toby Shapiro Library unless Phil is 
away or there is a specially scheduled Lunch n 
Learn. 
 
Instructor: Phil Kruger 

Time: Every Saturday, one half hour after services 
ends/Kiddush begins (held every week unless 
there is a scheduled lunch and learn) 
Location: Sidney Feinstein Beit Midrash/Library 

 

Talmud Class  
This is a lively, interactive, and insightful 
discussion of Talmud, in English. No prior 
knowledge needed to share and learn. 
 
Instructor: Dr. Arnold Brenner 
Time: Saturdays Mincha, candle lighting time 
Location: Sidney Feinstein Beit Midrash/Library 
 
Instructor: Dr. Arnold Brenner 
Time: Sundays 8:15 am 
Location: Sidney Feinstein Beit Midrash/Library 
 

Courses 
 

Why Was the Tribe of Levi, Seemingly Cursed by His Father Jacob for His Role in the Massacre at 
Shechem, Rewarded with the Priesthood?  A Second Temple Mystery 
 

Join congregant Phil Kruger for a five week examination of one of the truly most remarkable changes of 
circumstance described in our scriptures, the amazing metamorphosis of the character and tribe of Levi, 
who changes before our eyes through the magic of Second Temple re-imaginings of the Bible, from Biblical 
hothead and perhaps even mass-murderer to priestly prophet and a man who "walks with God."   All are 
welcome.  No prior knowledge required.  Apart from the Torah and the Book of Malachi, we will examine 
closely three Second Temple sources, The Book of Jubilees, the Aramaic Levi Document, and The 

Testament of Levi as well as some other Second Temple material. 
 
Instructor: Phil Kruger 

Time: 7:00 pm 
Location: Sidney Feinstein Beit Midrash/Library 
Dates: Tuesday, December 2, Wednesday, December 10, Tuesdays, December 16, 23 



 

6 

 

 

Hebrew 
Learn to read Hebrew and some basic Hebrew vocabulary and conversation 
 
Instructor: Nancy Caplan 

Time: Tuesdays, 12:20 – 1:00 P.M. 
First Session: October 7, 14, 21, 28, November 4, 11, 18, 25, December 2, 9, 16 
Second Session: January 6, 13, 20, 27, February 3, 10, 24 March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center  

Cost/semester: $120 Member, $240 Non-Member 

 

Moreh Lea’s Yiddish Tish 
A continuation of a bissel of Yiddish through idioms and light conversation 
 
Instructor:  Lea Whitney 
Time: Wednesdays, 10:30 am 
First Day:  October 22  
Location: Sidney Feinstein Beit Midrash/Library 
Cost/semester: TBD 

 

Hebrew and Yiddish 
Language Opportunities 
 

Adult Hebrew Ulpan and More 
Conversational Hebrew and/or Hebrew acquisition for adults; this course will be designed according 
to the needs of the students.  Ideal for Golda Och parents who wish to keep up with their children.  
Babysitting will be available. 
 
Instructor:  Zahava Cohen 
Time: Wednesdays, 5:00 pm 
First Day:  October 22  
Location: Sidney Feinstein Beit Midrash/Library 
Cost/semester: TBD 
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Special Lecture Series 
 

“A Taste of Kugel”:  An Introduction to One of Modern Biblical Scholarship's Most Important 
Thinkers 
October 21, 28; November 4, 11 
 

In anticipation of Professor James Kugel's visit to CAI on November 18, Phil Kruger will be teaching a 4 -
week course to understand Kugel’s impact on biblical scholarship. Professor Kugel, an orthodox Jew, and a 
professor at Harvard and Bar Ilan Universities, is coming to Caldwell to lecture on the differences between 
ancient and modern interpretations of the Bible. He is the author of many books, including How to Read the 
Bible, Jacob's Ladder, and A Walk Through Jubilees. He is a co-editor of the recent magnum opus on Second 
Temple Literature, titled Outside the Bible, with Louis Feldman and Lawrence Schiffman.  Come whet your 
appetite with Phil for Professor Kugel's visit. You may never look at Scripture the same again.      
 

Instructor: Phil Kruger 

Date: Tuesdays, October 21, 28; November 4, 11 
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 pm 

Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center 

 

What Hath Modern Biblical Scholarship Wrought? Biblical Interpretation in Ancient and 
Modern Times  - Co-sponsored by Haddasah and the CAI Programming Cabinet 
November 18, 7:45 pm 
 

Professor James Kugel of Harvard and Bar Ilan Universities will be lecturing at Congregation Agudath 
Israel.  Professor Kugel is one of the foremost authorities on how the Bible was interpreted in Second 
Temple times.  He is the author of many books, including How to Read the Bible, In Potiphar's House, and 
Walking Through Jubilees (perhaps the foremost analysis of the Second Temple book of Jubilees.)  He is one 
of the co-editors, with Professors Louis Feldman and Lawrence Schiffman, of the highly acclaimed, recent 
compendium of Second Temple literature, Outside the Bible. Professor Kugel, an Orthodox Jew, manages to 
walk the tightrope between tradition and open minded scholarship with remarkable adeptness. Come here 
him speak. It may change your view of what the Bible really means.   
 

Instructor: Professor James Kugel 
Location: Adult Lounge 

 

Navigating Social Media With Your Kids 
November 12 
 

Learn how to be a conscientious parent as your kids get introduced to social media. Howard Weinrib, Head 
of Technology at Montclair Public Schools/Glenfield Middle School, and an expert on guiding parents on 
responsible social media usage, will discuss: 

 Some recent stories regarding the dangers of irresponsible social media use 

 How to monitor your child's social media behaviors without being a nag 

 How to speak to your child about proper social media usage in a way kids can appreciate 
 

We encourage you to bring your laptops and other portable devices for this interactive program. Howard 
will guide us through the settings and controls of the most popular social media sites so you can activate 
them in real time. 
 

Instructor Howard Weinrib 
Time: Tuesdays, 7:45 pm 
Location: West Room 
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Eric Goldman Three-Part Film Course on "Israeli Society Through Cinema"  
Thursdays, January 15, 22, 29   7:00 – 9:15 pm and snow/make-up class February 5 
 
A Lens on Israel: A Society Through its Cinema: Israeli movies provide insight into Israel’s birth, 
growth and development as a country.  The cinema gives us an ideal “lens” by which we gain a greater 
understanding of Israel’s history, culture and the challenges to its existence. In this mini-course, Dr. Eric 
Goldman will examine the changing nature of Israeli society as reflected through its cinema. 

1. Building A State: The notion that the land could be “reclaimed” and those pioneers doing the 
work would be “built up” by the experience were dominant images in the films that preceded 
Israel’s establishment as well as in the immediate years that followed. Images of camels, desert 
swamp cleansing and romantic visuals of Arabs were fixed in these early films.  

2. The Middle Years: The introduction of the “bourekas” film that pitted Ashkenazi Israeli next to 
Sephardi Israeli captured a period in Israel’s history when it was faced with the difficult issues of 
immigration, absorption and assimilation. This period was followed by a “grown-up” period 
when Israel wanted to be just like any other Western nation and the films, as the country itself, 
were impacted by the New Wave culture and filmmaking that had taken hold in Europe. The Six 
Day and Yom Kippur Wars would change that! 

3. Coming of Age: In search of its national identity, Israel struggled with the Palestinian conflict by 
producing numerous films about Jews and Arabs in romantic relationships. With the Oslo 
Accords, these films all but ceased and Israeli filmmakers began identifying societal issues that 
became the subject of an increasingly more sophisticated cinema. Over the last decade, the 
variety of issues were tackled on screen and the quality of work has drawn the world’s attention 
(and that of the Oscars).  
 

Eric Goldman is adjunct professor of cinema at Yeshiva University and the host, with Robert Osborne, of the 
Turner Classic Movies series “The Projected Image: The Jewish Experience on Film,” scheduled for broadcast in 
September. This summer, he was a fellow at Brandeis University’s Schusterman Institute for Israel Studies. 

 
Instructor: Dr. Eric Goldman 

Date: Thursdays, January 15, 22, 29   7:00 – 9:15 pm and snow/make-up class February 5 
Time: 7:00 pm – 9:00 p.m. 
Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center 

 

Special Lecture Series 
(Continued) 
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Artist in Residence Program 
 

Susan Leviton’s joyful embrace of Yiddish arts is matched only by her enthusiasm in sharing that joy. 
Known to some as an interpreter of Jewish songs and to others as a master calligrapher and papercutter, 
Susan continually breaks new ground in the desire to uncover historic forms and bring them into the 
shining light of the 21st Century. 
 
Schedule for all ages and stages: 
 

Tuesday, December 9 
4:00 pm - Religious School 
7:45 pm Concert for Community - songs of the immigrant experience 
Wednesday, December 10 
4:00 pm - Religious School 
6:30 - 7:30 pm - Teen Program 
Thursday, December 11  
1:00 pm - Senior citizen event 
7:45 pm - For adults - Women’s Voices in Yiddish Song 
Friday, December 12 
10:00 am - Early childhood program 

 

October 23 - 11:45 am at CAI 
The Cosmopolitans by Nadia Kalman 

Sunday, November 16 at CAI 
As part of the CAI book fair with a visiting 
author, Ruchama King Feuerman, 10:00 am, In 
the Courtyard of the Kabbalist by Ruchama King 
Feuerman 

December 15 – 8:00 pm at Rockin Joes 
A Bintel Brief: Sixty Years of Letters from the 
Lower East Side to the Jewish Daily Forward by 
Isaac Metzker and Harry Golden  

January 22 - 11:45 am at CAI 
Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic 
Women by Geraldine Brooks 

February 23 - 8:00 pm at Rockin’ Joe’s 
The UnAmericans by Molly Antopol 

CAI/Rockin’ Joe’s Book Club  
Thursday Lunch and Learn and Evening at Rockin’ Joe’s Book Club 

 

March 26 - 11:45 am at CAI 
Little Failure by Gary Shteyngart - NEW YORK 
TIMES BESTSELLER 

April 27 - 8:00 pm at Rockin’ Joe’s 
NOT I:  Memoirs of a German Childhood by 
Joachim Fest 

May 28 - 11:45 am at CAI 
The Broken and the Whole: Discovering Joy After 
Heartbreak by Charles S. Sherman 

June 25 - 11:30 am at CAI-The Julie Ripps 
Annual Memorial Book Group 
Kosher Chinese: Living, Teaching and Eating with 
China’s other Billion by Michael Levy 
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October 22, 2014 

Movie: AFTERMATH - This film won the Yad Vashem Chairman's Award in the Jerusalem Film Festival 2013. 

Time: 7:30 pm coffee- 7:45 pm movie start time 
Place: CAI Lounge 
 

Aftermath tells the story of two brothers who are drawn into a gothic tale of intrigue as they discover a dark secret about 
their idyllic village during WW II, forcing them to revise their perception of their father, their entire family, their 
neighbors, and the history of their nation (Poland), along with Jewish historical records. Upon this film's release in 
Poland, Aftermath received acclaim and also generated intense controversy. Polish nationals have accused the film of 
being anti-Polish propaganda, leading the film to be banned in some Polish cinemas. 
 

The film is inspired by ACTUAL EVENTS! The movie was inspired by the book, "Neighbors." After almost six decades of 
repressed memory, it was Gross' book" Neighbors," which finally got Poland talking. This movie will undoubtedly raise 
many questions, as it is such a powerful, riveting story, which will not and must not be forgotten. A true gem of 
filmmaking, story telling, and, emotional reckoning. A must see movie, in the U.S., Europe and most poignantly- 
POLAND!  

 
November 19, 2014 
Movie: DISOBEDIENCE - THE SOUSA MENDES STORY 

Time: 7:30 pm coffee-7:45 pm movie start time 
Place: CAI Lounge 
 

June 1940 - a refugee crisis of historic proportions. Paris is occupied. Millions of refugees fleeing the advancing Nazi 
troops rush to Bordeaux in the South of France. A veritable sea of humanity comes seeking passage to England, Spain, 
Portugal, and, by these routes, to America. This film represents the amazing story of one man's courage, fortitude, and 
sense of justice. Should he disobey orders he receives from his superiors in order to save at least 30,000 people, whereby 
his signature and a visa would enable many to reach freedo?. Thus, Mendes' story is not to be missed or forgotten. This 
remarkable true story has been described by historians as ,"the largest rescue action by a single individual during the 
Holocaust."  

 

Thanks to the generous donation of Dr. Michael and Barbara Erlichman, we now have an opportunity to celebrate our rich 
Jewish heritage through film. Screenings of dramas, comedies, and documentaries will be followed by discussions. 
(Save the Spring Movie dates: May 6 and June 17) 

 

Michael and Barbara Erlichman 
Film Series  

 

March 11, 2014 

Movie: THE ZIG ZAG KID 

TIME: 7:30 pm coffee - 7:45 pm start time 

Place: CAI lounge  

                               

THE ZIG ZAG KID is a whimsical, adventuresome, colorful, lighthearted and deeply moving film. It is an unexpected 
adventure of a young boy almost ready for his bar mitzvah. Before his special bar mitzvah day, he is sent on an eventful 
journey. This unexpected travel allows him to discover: who he is, what family means, and why at 13 years of age, 
becoming a man includes an understanding of what tradition, religion, and heritage is all about. The ZIG ZAG KID was 
shot in Holland, Belgium, France and Spain with the main cast coming from four European countries. The charming, 
Isabella Rosselini (Lola), daughter of Ingrid Bergman, plays an important role in this film and in the young boy, Nono's, 
life and story -line. 
 
The Zig Zag Kid was written in 1994, and has been published in sixteen countries including the U.S., U.K., France, Spain, 
Italy, China, Russia, Turkey and Sweden. Look for the book's author, David Grossman, as he has a cameo role, playing 
one of the guests at the bar mitzvah party at the end of the film. Join us for an evening of laughter, serious thought, and 
engaging conversation.     
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  92nd Street Y Live DVD Series 

 

When Your Life Is on Fire, What Would You Save? 
October 30, 7:45 pm – Showing of DVD followed by discussion 

What would you save if your house was on fire and it contained not only everything you own, but 
everything you are? 

 

As we’ll learn from Alan Alda, Jane Pauley and Fred Newman, the question provokes unique 

responses and forces us to delve deeply into our personal lives, work and faith. Psychotherapist and 

pastor Erik Kolbell, the author of the book of the same title, asks the questions and helps us all to 

consider what it is that we value most in life. 

 

World Religions: Spotlight on Judaism 
December 4, 7:45 pm – Showing of DVD followed by discussion 

Can religion be defined? 

 

Join our award-winning scholars: Jack Miles, Susannah Heschel, and Professor David Biale as they tell 

a new story traveling from prehistory to the present day illuminating how world religions came to be 

acknowledged and studied, with a focus on Judaism. How has this great civilization and religion been 

absorbed and altered, understood and misunderstood? 

America and Israel: The Way Forward 
January 8, 7:45 pm. – Showing of DVD followed by discussion 

Join Dalia Rabin, the former Israeli Deputy Minister of Defense and current chairperson of the Yitzhak 
Rabin Center, and Ambassador Dennis Ross, who played a leading role in shaping US involvement in 
the Middle East peace process, for an enlightening discussion on the future of Israel. 

Thank you for the support and generous donation 
of Al and Jean Stoloff 
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Shabbat Meditation or Yoga 
 
Shabbat Meditation or Shal-Om Yoga – Begin 
Shabbat in stillness. Shabbat is the time for 
quieting, stepping back from the hectic workday 
world, and entering a time of peacefulness and 
communion with nature and spirit. Begin your 
Shabbat with meditation on four Saturday 
mornings this year. You will feel a sense of peace, 
tranquility, and awareness that will enhance your 
Shabbat experience. 
 
Instructor: Karen Frank, RN, Congregational Nurse 
Time: Saturdays, 9:30 am  
Dates: November 1, December 6, January 10, 
February 7, March 7, April 11, May 2, June 6 
Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center 

 

Age Is Just a Number  
 
Come and learn with our synagogue nurse Karen 
Frank how to make this time of life your most vital 
yet. 
 
Instructor: Karen Frank, RN, Congregational Nurse  
Times:  Thursdays, 7:00 – 8:30 pm 
Dates:  November 6, November 20, December 4, 
December 18  
Location: Toby Shapiro Adult Conference Center 

 
 

Rosh Hodesh Women’s Group 
 
Time: 7:45 pm  
Location: Hosts’ homes  
Instructor: Susan Werk 
 
Join in the beautiful custom of Jewish women ushering in the Hebrew month with prayer and study. No 
prior knowledge of Hebrew or Torah needed, just the desire to learn and share with your fellow 
congregants. 
 
Cheshvan  Thursday, October 23   Host: Joan Bronspiegel Dickman 
 

Kislev/Tevet  Thursday, November 20  Host: Sheri Horowitz-Jay 
 

Shevat   Tuesday, January 20   Host: Cindy Goldstein 
 

Adar   Wednesday, February 18  Host: Jilana Dellal 
 

Nisan   Thursday, March 19   Annual Women’s Seder at the Synagogue  
  

Iyar   Monday, April 20   Host: Amy Borg-Glickman 
 

Sivan   Tuesday, May 19   Host: Debbie Rosen 
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Special Trips and More 
 

Killer Heels, The Art of the High Heeled Shoe, Brooklyn Museum, 200 Eastern Parkway, 
Brooklyn, New York - Take a docent led tour of the exhibition:  
Wednesday, October 29, 11:00 am, Please meet in museum lobby 10 minutes before start of tour. 
Cost:  $19, lunch not included 
 

After our museum visit take a stroll in sneakers with Susan Werk around Brooklyn with a stop for 
lunch. 
 

Please RSVP to Lori Fuchs-Meyers at lafm111@verizon.net and send payment into the CAI main office by 
October 14th. Make checks payable to CAI.  Reservations will only be held if accompanied by payment. 
Participants are responsible for their own transportation.  A list of participants will be available upon 
request to arrange transportation. 

Author Talk in Conjunction with CAI book fair 
Sunday, November 16, 10:00 am 
Ruchama King Feuerman, author of In the Courtyard of the Kabbalist, CAI’s Lunch & Learn book group 
selection 
Named one of the Best Novels in 2013 in The Wall Street Journal 

An eczema-riddled Lower East Side haberdasher, Isaac Markowitz, moves to Israel to repair his broken 
heart and becomes much to his own surprise, the assistant to a famous old rabbi who daily dispenses 
wisdom (and soup) to the troubled souls who wash up in his courtyard. It is there that he meets the flame-
haired Tamar, a newly religious young American hipster on a mission to live a spiritual life with a 
spiritual man. Into both of their lives comes Mustafa, a devout Muslim, deformed at birth, a janitor who 
works on the Temple Mount, holy to both Muslims and Jews. When Mustafa finds an ancient shard of 
pottery that may date back to the first temple, he brings it to Isaac in friendship. That gesture sets in 
motion a series of events that lands Isaac in the company of Israel’s worst criminal riff raff, puts Mustafa 
in mortal danger, and leaves Tamar struggling to save them both. 
 

As these characters—immigrants and natives, Muslim and Jewish, prophets and lost souls—move 
through their world, they are never sure if they will fall prey to the cruel tricks of luck or be sheltered by a 
higher power. 

Helena Rubinstein Exhibit, Jewish Museum, 1109 5th Ave, New York, NY 10128   
Monday, November 17, 11:00 am 
Cost:  $17 per person, Group Size:  Max. 20 people 
Meeting location:  Main lobby of the Jewish Museum at 1109 5th Avenue, NYC 
 

Helena Rubinstein: Beauty Is Power is the first museum exhibition to focus on the cosmetics entrepreneur 
Helena Rubinstein (1872 – 1965). Rubinstein – as businesswoman and arts patron – helped break down the 
status quo of taste by blurring the boundaries between commerce, art, fashion, beauty, and design. Her 
innovative business and style challenged conservative taste and helped usher in a modern notion of 
beauty, democratized and accessible to all. Beauty Is Power will reunite much of Rubinstein’s famed 
collection, including modern artworks by Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, Elie Nadelman, and Joan Miró, 
among others, as well as her iconic collection of African art, miniature period rooms, jewelry, and fashion.  
 

Please RSVP to Lori Fuchs-Meyers at lafm111@verizon.net and send payment into the CAI main office by 
November 2.  Make checks payable to CAI.  Reservations will only be held if accompanied by payment. 

 

mailto:lafm111@verizon.net
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17736998-in-the-courtyard-of-the-kabbalist?utm_medium=api&utm_source=book_widget
mailto:lafm111@verizon.net
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Jewish Culture Tour/Pre-Pesach Tour with Jeff Altman of Timeline Touring 
Sunday, March 22, 2:00 – 5:00 pm 
Cost:  $30 

1. A tour of a matzo bakery where matzos are produced entirely by hand as in centuries past - and 
then shipped and distributed world wide 

2. A visit to the Living Torah Museum, which features a are collection of hands-on artifacts dating 
back to Biblical times 

3. A visit to a Scribe who will explain his craft and the art of Torah, tefillin and mezuzah writing 
 

The tour will also include some walking through the neighborhood with discussion of other topics such 
as mikvah (ritual immersion), shatnez (the prohibition of wearing both wool and linen in one garment 
and the testing of fabrics for this), shtreimels (the distinctive fur hat of chasidim), shechita (ritual 
slaughter) and more. 
 

The tour goes rain or shine and will be led by our favorite NYC Jewish tour guide, Jeffrey Altman of 
Timeline Touring. 
 

Please RSVP to Lori Fuchs-Meyers at lafm111@verizon.net and send payment into the CAI main office 
by March 8.  Make checks payable to CAI.  Reservations will only be held if accompanied by payment. 

Museum of Jewish Heritage, 36 Battery Pl, New York, NY 10280 
Sunday, April 26 
 
Exhibition:  “A Town Known as Auschwitz:  The Life and Death of a Jewish Community”  
Most people associate Auschwitz with the death camp.  But it is also a town, Oswiecim, once home to a 
vibrant Jewish community in Poland.  This exhibit examines that history by exploring how Jews and 
non-Jews coexisted peacefully in Oswiecim for centuries before World War II.  With floor-to-ceiling 
murals of local buildings, the show documents why the town was chosen as a death camp site and how it 
was transformed by the Holocaust.  Photographs and audio testimonies tell the stories of five Oswiecim 
families before, during and after the Holocaust.  Those profiled include artists, City Council members, 
business executives and religious leaders, some of whom ultimately died a short distance from their 
homes. 
 
Please RSVP to Lori Fuchs-Meyers at lafm111@verizon.net and send payment into the CAI main office 
by April 15.  Make checks payable to CAI.  Reservations will only be held if accompanied by payment. 

Chocolate Tour With Great NY Walking Tours 
 
Save the Date - Sunday, May 17th, 2014 
 
Details to be announced. 

Special Trips and More 
 

mailto:lafm111@verizon.net
mailto:lafm111@verizon.net
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Shabbat Happenings 

Adult Shabbaton at Long Beach Island 
 

Friday, October 24, 6:00 pm – Saturday, October 25, ends Sunday morning 
 

Adult Shabbaton at Long Beach Island with Rabbi Michael Jay (Rabbi of Jewish Community Center of 
LBI) and Susan Werk. For hotel reservations contact Spray Beach Inn at 609-492-1501. Tell the manager 
you are part of the CAI party and that it is package 2. Hotel reservations are needed by October 15. In 
addition to housing we are requesting $54 per person for Shabbat food. If you are interested, please 
contact Susan Werk at swerk@agudath.org.  
 

Scholar-In-Residence Weekend 
 

Friday, October 31 - Sunday, November 2 sponsored by the CAI Israel Walkathon Committee – Rabbi 
David Ebstein will serve as the Grand Marshall at our annual walkathon on Sunday, November 2 
 
Rabbi David Ebstein made aliyah from the US with his young family 19 years ago. Using his unique lens 
informed by his Rabbinic and Tour Guide training, Rabbi Ebstein will lead 3 separate but related 
sessions in an innovative and interactive style, covering the following topics: enduring terror, longing for 
peace, Zion as a holy space, and the shocking undercurrent of revenge and racism in Israeli society. 
 
Friday October 31 - Early service – 5:35 pm – Shabbat Dinner at 6:45 pm – Rabbi Ebstein speaking at  
7:30 pm – Late Maariv prayers – 8:30 pm 
  
Rabbi Ebstein will speak about  Enduring Terror: An Emotional/Jewish guide to Intifadas, Missile 
Attacks and Army Service. 
 
What does living through intifadas, wars and missile attacks do to the soul of a nation? Are we 
survivors, or the privileged generation of Jews who have returned to their homeland after 2,000 years? 
How long can my family and I keep doing this?  Rabbi Ebstein will share his and other Israeli’s 
responses to living in a tiny but resilient country surrounded by enemies. 
 
Saturday November 1 – 11:15am – Rabbi David Ebstein 
  
Longing for Zion: Why We Remain Connected to This Land After 2,500 Years of Exile?  
 
Lunch N Learn – 12:45 pm 
  
Revenge, Justice and Grief: A Measured Response to Unforgiveable Acts of Cruelty    
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Shabbat Happenings 

November 8 – Saturday am 

An Expression of Gratitude to Father Anthony Randazzo for 16 years of friendship and spiritual 
partnership – 11:15 am – sponsored by the CAI Inter-Religious Activities Committee 
 

Scholar-in-residence for John and Judy Craig Annual Conservative Women’s 
Movement/Sisterhood Shabbaton Friday, January 30, and Saturday, January 31 
  
Friday, January 30, Shabbat Dinner and Teaching. Celebrating Women Cantors with Cantor Nancy 
Abramson Director, H.L. Miller Cantorial School Jewish Theological Seminary and Cantorial student Shoshi 
Rosenbaum.  
 
Saturday, January 31, Cantor Abramson, D’var Torah on your professional journey and role of Women 
Cantors today. Following Kiddush a concert celebrating Shabbat Shira 
 

Scholar-In-Residence Weekend – Friday, March 13 – Sunday, March 15, Professor Irvin Ungar, one of the 
world's foremost authorities on the late Jewish illustrator Arthur Szyk 
 
Arthur Szyk is most famous for his Passover Haggadah (the Szyk Haggadah), and his illustrations of the 
Books of Job, Ruth and Megillat Esther.  But Szyk, born in Poland, is equally well known for his political 
works battling fascism in the years before, during and after World War II, works such as Ink and Blood and 
The New Order.  Szyk also illustrated many secular works, such as the Canterbury Tales, Grimm's Fairy 
Tales and the Rubiyat of Omar Khayyam.  Szyk's illustrations adorn the Israeli Declaration of Independence 
(see a copy hanging behind the librarian's desk in the Toby Shapiro Library), postage stamps from around 
the world and war-time covers of Time, Colliers and other national magazines.  Professor Ungar will lecture 
on Arthur Szyk, the ultimate Jewish warrior/artist, on Friday evening, Saturday morning, Saturday evening 
and Sunday afternoon, with topics  including The Szyk Haggadah, Szyk's other religious works and Szyk's 
unique use of art in his battle against fascism. Exact times to be announced later.  All the lectures will be 
free.  This series promises to be a fitting capstone to this year of Jewish art at Congregation Agudath 
Israel.   Professor Ungar promises to bring pieces of Szyk's art to be offered for sale (with a percentage of the 
proceeds going to CAI). 
  

Scholar-In-Residence Shabbaton – Friday, May 8 – Saturday, May 9, Sandra Rapoport, sponsored by 
Karen Glaser in loving memory of her mother, Roslyn Hoffer 
Topics include: Making correct choices and the consequences flowing from our choices, and forgiveness 
among family members. 
 

Dr. John Sexton, President of NYU Saturday, May 16, at 11:30 am. Dr. Sexton will speak about his 
popular new book, Baseball As A Path To God, based upon his very acclaimed course at NYU. 
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Adult Education is not limited to trips,  
classroom learning, movies or books.  

Look at our amazing Adult display cabinet  
located near the main sanctuary.  

There is always new material to learn! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Tikkun Leyl Shavuot – A night of adult learning 
 

Time:  Saturday, May 23 evening – Details to follow 
 

 

Wednesday, November 12 - Sunday, November 16 
 

Jewish Book Fair 
 


