WELCOME TO OUR CELEBRATION OF A JOYOUS TRADITION as _____ is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah, a “daughter of the commandments”.  This is a Jewish girl’s coming of age.  It represents a commitment to ethical and community responsibility, and to religious observance. 

IT IS A TREMENDOUS ACCOMPLISHMENT, AN HONOR AND A RESPONSIBILITY for ____ to read from the Torah and lead segments of the worship service.  The Torah is a parchment scroll of the Five Books of Moses, and is hand-written by a scribe in the original Hebrew.  In Jewish tradition, the study of Torah, meaning “teaching”, is a lifelong obligation and opportunity.  

EACH WEEK OF THE YEAR, a designated section of the Torah is read and studied by Jewish people around the world.  Today, ____ and others in our congregation will chant from Bemidbar, meaning “in the wilderness”.  It is the first portion in the fourth book of the Torah, known as Numbers, which chronicles Israel’s journey from Sinai to the edge of the Promised Land. ____ will be the final person to recite a blessing over the Torah, having now read from the Torah for the first time as a Jewish adult. Then, ____ will chant her Haftarah, ____, a selection from the Prophets.  

OUR SYNAGOGUE, Beth Hatikvah, was founded in 1994 as a Reconstructionist Jewish congregation. Reconstructionist practice is distinct for its egalitarianism, community involvement and observance that is respectful of tradition and also open to new interpretation.  Each generation of Jews has subtly reshaped our faith and traditions, and this generation continues that process. 

LAST SPRING, Beth Hatikvah joyfully made its home here after having rented other spaces for years.  It was with vision and a full-blown renovation that this building was transformed from a commercial site into a sacred space for prayer, study and community.  Rabbi Amy Small has been the rabbi of Congregation Beth Hatikvah (CBH) since 1997.

IT IS A CUSTOM at CBH to include English readings that help us pray with “kavanah”:  to fill our prayers with deep intent about their meaning and beauty. As ____’s parents, we searched far and wide for readings – some contemporary, some ancient – that reflect the holiness of life, the Jewish commitment to reflection and good works (“mitzvot”), and the great traditions of family and humor. We hope they enrich today’s services and the days to come, as well.

WE WISH YOU SHABBAT SHALOM.

