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This just in... 

Search committee unanimously 

recommends that Hannah Orden be 

our next Rabbi.  Board of Trustees 

unanimously approves  

recommendation. 

For full story read message from 
our president on page 3 -  

BUT it’s very important that you 
read page 2 first.  
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Join one of America's smartest comics, Shaun Eli, as he hosts our CBH Comedy Night on Saturday evening, April 26th.  Shaun will 
be joined by Frank Vignola appeared on Comedy Central, CBC (Toronto) and Discovery Channel Europe, Mr. Vignola has also 
appeared at Montreal's "Just for Laughs" Comedy Festival with Bill Maher and toured with Armed Forces Entertainment performing 
for our troops in Afghanistan. and Wali Collins, who, among other notable achievements, hosted an event for First Lady Michelle 
Obama. His television stand-up credits include NBC, CBS, FOX, HBO, ABC’s “The View”, Comedy Central’s “Tough Crowd” and 
Commentary on VH1. David Letterman caught Wali’s act and recruited him to warm-up for his show. Later that season Wali 
performed his stand up on the “Late Show with David Letterman”. In the words of Robert Klein, “Wali Collins is versatile, smart and 
very, very funny.”  

Saturday, April 26th at 7 PM 

50/50 RAFFLE  WINE PULL  SILENT AUCTION 

SEATS ARE LIMITED. RSVP TODAY AT 
WWW.BETHHATIKVAH.ORG 



 
Dan Kiselik         Dan.Kiselik@gmail.com 

President’s Message, February 2014 

 

It gives me great pleasure to advise the congregation that the search committee unanimously recommended that Hannah 
Orden be our next Rabbi and that the Board of Trustees unanimously approved that recommendation. The congregation 
will now have the opportunity to weigh in by voting at a special congregational meeting to be held in the very near future. 
The congregation will be advised of the date and time via a special BetNet. 
 
While I will never be mistaken as a Torah scholar, one verse in the Torah has a special resonance with me. Part of the 
"holiness code," Leviticus chapter 19 verse 34 tells us to "treat the stranger who sojourns with you as one of you, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt until I freed you," where stranger is synonymous with non-Jew or anyone who is 
different. Rabbi Jon told me that this verse is considered so important that it appears in the Torah thirty six times. 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all married non-Jews, as did Joseph and Moses. The Patriarchs wives became our matriarchs; 
they and their children were all embraced as part of the community and they are our ancestors. Fast-forward four 
thousand years to our present day where "religious" Jews mandate that intermarriage is such a blasphemy that we sit Shiva 
for our children, that a child conceived from the egg of a Jewish woman and the sperm of a Jewish man who is carried to 
term by a non-Jewish surrogate is not Jewish and most pointedly, neither is the child of Jewish man and non-Jewish 
woman. As a member of our community, I doubt that you consider these Hallachic imperatives to be relevant to Judaism as 
you know it, practice it and live it. I do not. 
 
Our community not only honors and upholds the spirit of Leviticus 19:34, it is one of our core values. We don't distinguish 
between those who are Jewish by birth, Jewish by choice or non-Jewish; we are all members of one community. Over half 
the members of our board are either married to or have a partner who is non-Jewish, a Jew by choice or are themselves 
Jewish by choice. Their children are all raised as Jews and considered without question to be Jews in our hearts, minds and 
practice. They are all one of us.  
 
On Friday night, April 25, the evening prior to the "holiness code" being read in every synagogue around the world, we will 
be having a special inclusivity Shabbat service that honors our non-Jewish members and features a participatory discussion 
on welcoming non-Jews in a Jewish community, facilitated by our spiritual life chair Archie Gottesman, to whom this topic 
is very important. This will be a significant night, not just for our community but for the future of organized Judaism. Jews 
in interfaith relationships represent a large and growing portion of the Jewish world and most of these people turn their 
backs on Judaism because it is not welcoming to their spouse, partner and children. Friday night April 25 is your 
opportunity to demonstrate that "warm and welcoming" can be taken to whole different level and that with respect to this 
issue, to see the future of Judaism all we need do is to look back to its inception. 
 
The next morning, on Saturday April 26, we have our spring membership open house coordinated by our new co-chairs Lori 
and Todd Rosen, featuring a community breakfast. Then later that evening we have our second annual comedy night 
fundraising event featuring standing up comedians who have performed at the premiere comedy clubs and have appeared 
on the late night talk shows. In fact if you buy a table and invite your friends from outside the synagogue it will still be less 
expensive than a night out in NYC and you’ll be helping us meet our commitments.  
 
So change the world on Friday night, eat breakfast and make some new friends on Saturday morning and then laugh your 
tukas off on Saturday night.  A busy weekend, yes but if anyone is up for it, I know it is you! 
 
With the greatest respect, 

 

mailto:Dan.Kiselik@gmail.com


From Rabbi Jon’s Desk 

Finally it is coming to an end, winter. To state the obvious winter really sucked.  But here we are 

standing at the doorway of springtime, Passover. This is one Passover that I think we will all truly appreciate. 

We rustle our senses back to life from the thickness of winter and arouse ourselves to the vision of this 

exquisite earth coming to life again. We can feel it in the air rebirth and renewal and Passover becomes the 

symbol and embodiment of that.  

This is the reason that each spring, our senses are filled up with the potent tastes, sounds and smells 

of Passover. They are programmed into the hard-drive of our people to help us wake up -- the crunch and 

crumble of matza, the peculiar taste on the tongue of salt water and spring greens. Then there is the kosher 

wine, unforgettable! Each year our sinuses quiver at the first whiff of moror, horseradish root, and our 

memories are triggered by the age old words and music of the Haggadah. This is all designed to wake us up 

so we can pass-over into a new consciousness.      

You can't Pass-over passively.  It is too radical a holiday. It requires of us internal 

engagement.  Scrubbing ovens, cleaning out corners of our houses, bringing out special dishes are the 

external work. It is easy to get lost in the outer focus, getting obsessed with cleaning and with kosher l'Pesach 

toothpaste, soda, glue, matches, bubble gum, etc. 

 If we are awake to this season, and if the holiday of Passover is doing its job, we should feel shaken 

out of our slumber. "Wake up!" it shouts. "And don't go back to sleep! Remember who you are and what you 

are here for: Your ancestors, your parents, and now you, yes you: you are here to ask, to challenge, to 

wrestle with God, to be heretical if necessary, to cross boundaries on your own comfort, to look beyond 

yourself to the bigger picture. You think it was an accident that your founding father, Abraham, was an idol 

smasher?  You too must question the prevailing beliefs wherever you go, be willing to smash the false gods 

of your own making, and those of the culture around you." 

Historically, Passover was departure from the "mother culture."   The Egyptian culture was obsessed 

with death, rife with child sacrifice, the worship of animal gods and building monuments to the dead. The 

events leading up to the first Passover were an in-their-face way of saying: Enough with the death fetishes, 

we are choosing life. We'll have an ark but it won’t contain remnants of the dead like yours. It will contain 

symbols of life and social justice. We will have priests, but unlike your priests who administer death rites and 

maintain tombs, our priests will not be allowed to go near the dead; they will serve the living. 

Abraham's legacy of smashing idols, more than ever, applies to us today because it is not only talking 

about statues and forms, it is talking about how we fall into platitudes and theories, consensual beliefs, lazy 

thinking that puts us to sleep, that deadens us to the Living Mystery. 

Our entire history is about a people who questioned blind faith and refused to be docile. We learn from 

Passover, radical Judaism.  

No one was looking at social activism back then as a marketing strategy to "win back lost young 

Jews." It was radical Judaism, plain and simple: not preservation of our numbers but preservation of 

Abraham's legacy to smash idols; it was the living out of Moses' injunction: to remember how strangers feel in 

a strange land. Our ancestors' goal was bald faced justice, unbiased compassion, humanity that transcends 

boundaries. 

We are Abraham's children. We are the inheritors of Passover.   

It is the ability to break with tradition, to question, and if necessary to smash the "sacred cows" of our 

comfort and our narcissism, both of the culture within and beyond ourselves. 

It is not enough to preserve Passover only to give ourselves and our children warm fuzzy feelings. If 

Judaism has become ethnocentric, obsessed with its own self preservation, with number counting, and flag 

waving, then we have indeed lost the plot of our story and we are worshipping a false god.  We miss the 

meaning of Passover. The goal of being Jewish is not to be Jewish. Rabbi Irwin Kula says: It is to become a 

particular kind of person in the world. With values that train us to be awake. 

         This Passover, this springtime, we are invited once again, to break the idols of our lazy thinking and rote 

patterns, to stand like the courageous Jews that came before us.  



 Shabbat in April 

MUSIC SHABBAT 

We’ll light candles, sing, pray, schmooze 

and have an oneg together.  7:30 PM 

 

4th 
 

Pre-Passover Potluck Dinner 
 

Bring your favorite dairy/veggie dish to share 

for this easy shabbat style evening. We’ll sing 

and eat and have a short service right at the 

table.  

 

No charge but please rsvp by clicking on the 

easy Shabbat icon on the CBH Homepage. 
 

Have a question? pamelaschachter@gmail.com 

 

Welcome Shabbat with Rabbi Jon  

We’ll light candles, sing, pray, schmooze and 

have an oneg together.  7:30 PM 

Welcome Shabbat with Rabbi Jon  

We’ll light candles, sing, pray, schmooze and 

have an oneg together.  7:30 PM 

18th 

11th 

25th 



 
A Tribute to Dan Kiselik                        
  
With grace, humor and dedication, he led us through a year of transition, a year in 
which we never broke stride.  And today we are a stronger congregation than 
we’ve ever been. 
  
One mark of leadership is the ability to inspire others to step up, to come forward, 
to assume essential roles, and … most importantly, to build responsibility and 
cohesion within the organization.  For a synagogue, it is best reflected in how we 
recognize, how we feel and act as an extended family. 
  
And then, there is judgment.  How wise a decision in his selection of Elly 
Silberman and Amy Klein to chair the Rabbinic Search Committee.  As a member 
of the committee, I was privileged to witnesss organization, vision, professionalism 
and inspiration so well executed. 
  
This is Dan Kiselik.  Call it luck, good fortune or just the juxtaposition of the right 
person at the right time.  We’ve been blessed. 
  
And now as we prepare to select and to welcome a new spiritual leader, we do so 
confident that the roots are strong and the congregation will flourish for years to 
come. 
  
  
Bob Max 
Founding President 

Dear CBHers, 
 
As Communications Chair I am taking the liberty of commandeering this space to let you 
all know that after 22 years together Walter and I are getting married. We’re having a 
small family celebration on June 7th. 
 
If you join my committee, you too, can pursue your own agenda. But seriously, if you have 
something to share, just let me know.  
 
Jay Weiner   jaycbh@gmail.com 







Nancy’s Notes: 

A Monthly Update from Our 

Religious School Director 
 

Nancy Hersh 

nhersh@bethhatikvah.org 

973-770-1580 
 
 

Springtime is coming!!!  Or so the calendar says.   And that means that soon we will be celebrating the 
holiday of Passover.  How many days do you celebrate Passover?  In Israel, Passover is celebrated for 7 
days, but outside of Israel, most Jews celebrate for 8 days.  Here’s the reason for the confusion. 
Exodus 12:14 commands Jews to observe Passover for seven days, stating: "This is a day you are to 
commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it... for seven days you are to eat bread 
made without yeast."   But an extra day was added to the observance of Passover following the exile from 
ancient Israel in 70 C.E. , when a large number of Jews were living outside of Israel.  So why was an extra day 
necessary? The Jewish calendar is lunar-based, rather than solar-based like the secular calendar.  Ancient 
Jews didn’t use wall calendars, or IPhone calendars, or computers to track dates like we do today.  Instead, 
they just relied on witnesses who spotted the new moon in the sky. Once it was verified that the correct 
phase of the moon had been seen, the news about the start of the month was sent from Jerusalem to places 
far and wide. Because it could take a while for news to reach territories outside of Israel and because 
mistakes could possibly be made along the way, an extra day was added to the observance of Passover in 
order to prevent people from accidentally ending the holiday early. 
Here are some interesting customs from around the world about how Passover is celebrated.  Jews living in 
Afghanistan gently whip themselves with pieces of scallions as a symbol of the Egyptian slavedrivers’ whips. 
Though there are few, if any, Jews left in Afghanistan today, there is a large population in Queens, New York.  
In Poland, Jews reenact the crossing of the Red Sea in their living rooms.  On the 7th day of Passover, they 
pour water on the floor of their homes, and walk around calling out the names of towns where they live that 
they would need to pass while making their crossing.  In Gibralter, Jews actually mix the dust of real bricks 
into their charoset.   In Ethiopia, the Jews break all of their dishes and make new ones to symbolize a 
complete break from the past and a new start. In Hungary, the seder table is set with gold and silver jewelry 
to recall the items of precious metal that the Egyptians gave the Israelites as they were leaving Egypt.  And 
an interesting custom of the Sephardic Jews is that the first born son eats the roasted egg from the seder 
plate to show his gratitude for being spared during the tenth plague.  
Chag Pesach Sameach!!  Have a happy Passover. 
Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
Saturday, April 5th – Full Shabbat Morning Service @ 9:30– Alessia Zanobini becomes a Bat  
            Mitzvah   
Saturday, April 5th-   Grade 6  Family Ed. program on D’var Torah @ 9:30  
Sunday, April 6th –  TEL classes meet 
Saturday, April 12th – Bring your pets to school – Special program about treating animals with   
                                      Kindness – Tza’ar Baalei Chayim 
Tuesday, April 15th through Tuesday, April 22nd – No Religious School – Passover Break 
Saturday, April 26th – Grade 5 Family Education Program @ 12:00 



CBH Programs presents: 

 

 

 

“What’s the WORD?” 
A literary discussion on books, poetry and film 

 

Sunday, May 4, 2014, 2p.m.- 4p.m. 
Panel Discussion and Workshop 

 
Join Congregation Beth Hatikvah on Sunday, May 4 from 2p.m. to 4p.m. for our annual  

discussion on the world of literature and film. This year’s panel will include: 
 

Jennie Amias (independent film producer) 
Pamela Erens (published fiction author) 
Gail Fishman Gerwin (published poet) 
Gino Segre` (published non-fiction author) 
Peter Waldor (published poet) 

 
And moderated by Jim Schachter of WNYC public radio station. 

 
Hear from our distinguished panelists about the creative process, inspiration, writing style,  

influences, challenges, book and film recommendations and much, much more. 
 
After the panel discussion, there will be a workshop, “Picture This: A PhotoPoetry Workshop”, led by Gail 
Fishman Gerwin. Here’s a brief description:  Take some time to look through your memories. Is there a photo 
that sparks a special family event or a meaningful time in your life? Is there an artwork that pulls on your 
heart? Gail (www.chayacairnpress.com) will lead you in an adventure of narration. She will read poems based 
on photographs from her two award-winning collections and will lead a discussion of the narrative process. 
Afterward, she will provide prompts that will allow you to explore your poet within. Be sure to bring a favorite 
photo or two—or more. No photos to bring? Bring the photo in your mind. If time allows, we’ll step into the 
world of ekphrastic poetry (poetry related to artworks). Pen, paper, memory, imagination—let’s write!  
 
 

Any questions, email margieticknor@yahoo.com 

http://www.chayacairnpress.com/


Yahrzeits 

Yahrzeits are observed on the Shabbat on or immediately  

preceding the Yahrzeit date.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Donations are Greatly Appreciated 

Date Observing Deceased Name Relationship to Mourner 

4/7/2014 Jeffrey Mines Brother Patricia Veit 

4/9/2014 Yetta Ganek Grandmother Isobel Kampf 

4/10/2014 Elizabeth Baxter Hull Mother Richard Hull 

4/14/2014 Stanley Deutsch Father Karen Rowland 

4/23/2014 Charles Kunitz Father Maxine Hirsch 

4/24/2014 Vivian Sussman Mother Carol Sussman-Skalka 

4/27/2014 Sara Savage Mother Andrea Savage 

4/27/2014 Harold Aitch Levin Father Robert Levin 

4/27/2014 Albert Cassak Father David Cassak 

4/28/2014 Jerry Kolber Father Peggy Dugan 

4/29/2014 Charles Lipiner Grandfather Jim Schachter 

4/29/2014 Irving Weitzman Father Dr. Ina Weitzman 

5/2/2014 Clark Silver Father Janine Weiss 

5/2/2014 Martin Sorkin Father Bryna Watkins 

Unrestricted Donations by: 

Robinson, Susanne and Douglas in honor of Nick's Bar Mitzvah 

Sussman-Skalka, Carol in honor of CBH 

Seligman, Connie In honor of CBH's community breakfasts 

Silberman, Elly and Harry 

In honor of of all those who participated in the Beatles Purim Spiel.   They provided 
a night of wonderful, creative entertainment for the entire community.  We thank 
them for the dedication, hard work, time and energy they committed to this.  And 
we thank them for allowing all of us in the audience to be a part of it. 

Sananman, Elisa In memory of Michael Hyman's dad 

Wetter, Steven and Cindy In memory of Jerome Hyman 

Cecelia Kaflowitz In honor of my beloved husband, Daniel Kaflowitz 

Schachter, Pam and Jim In honor of Myra, Leslie and the cast and crew of our fabulous Beatles Purimspiel. 

Yahrzeit Donations by: In Memory of: 

Rowland, Karen and Steve Stan Deutsch, father of Karen Rowland 

Schlesinger, Ava and Steve Joseph Schlesinger 

Laposky, John and Danielle Weiner Isaac Weiner, father of Danielle Weiner 

Bozik, John and Deborah Fineman in memory of Rose Parvin Baruch 

Schachter, Pam and Jim Virginia Haag, Charles Lipiner 



Bryna Watkins, cbh.tributes@gmail.com  
30 Chimney Ridge Drive, Morristown, 07960 

 
GOLD TRIBUTES TO:  

The Robinson Family - In honor of Nick's 
bar mitzvah.  
From Debbie Fineman 
 
Christine and Andy Gottesman - Thank 
you for ushering at Nick's Bar Mitzvah. 
From Susanne and Doug Robinson 
 
Dawn Ross - Thank you for ushering at 
Nick's Bar Mitzvah. 
From Susanne and Doug Robinson 
 
Maxine Silverman - Thank you for 
ushering at Nick's Bar Mitzvah. 
From Susanne and Doug Robinson 
 
Lisa Tognola - Thank you for taking care of 
the oneg for Nick's Bar Mitzvah.  
From Susanne and Doug Robinson 
 
Steve Wetter - Thank you for leading us in 
song at Nick's Bar Mitzvah! 
From Susanne and Doug Robinson 
 
Steve Kaflowitz - Thank you for serving as 
Gabbai for Nick's Bar Mitzvah. 
From Susanne and Doug Robinson 
 
Andy Kaplan - Thank you for spending 
“One Day” with our 7th grade musicians! 
From Nancy Hersh 
 
Michael, Nancy, and Adele Hyman – Our 
condolences to Michael, Nancy and Adele 
on the loss of Michael's father, Nancy's 
father-in-law, and Adele's grandfather.   
From Nancy Yacker and David Cassak 
 
The Hyman family - On the passing of 
Michael’s father. With deepest 
sympathies.  
From Debbie Fineman 
 
Michael, Adele and Nancy Hyman - With 
sincere condolences on the passing of 
your father, grandfather and father-in-
law, Jerome Hyman.  May his memory be 
for a blessing. 
From Connie Seligman 
 

Michael Hyman and Family - With deepest 
sympathy for your loss  
From Jay Weiner and Walter 
Gerstenmeier 
 
Michael Hyman - We were very sorry to 
hear about your loss. We wish you and 
your family comfort in your sadness.  
From Yana Kane-Esrig and Bruce and Ariel 
Esrig 
 
Michael Hyman and the Hyman family - 
Our sincere sympathy on the passing of 
your father. Our thoughts are with you. 
From Helena and David Axelrod 
 
Michael, Nancy and Adele Hyman - Our 
heartfelt sympathy on the loss of your 
father and grandfather, Jerome Hyman. 
May his memory be a blessing.  
From Lloyd, Beth and Alexandra Jassin 
 
Michael, Nancy and Adele Hyman in 
memory of Jerome Hyman.  
From the Whitman/Solender family 
 
The Cast and Crew of the Beatles Spiel - 
Another wonderful spiel! Kudos to Myra 
for her creativity and bravo to the whole 
cast and crew. 
From The Ticknor Family 
 
Myra Cole and Purim Cast and Crew - 
Thanks for the terrific performance. 
From Bill and Mary Wellever 
 
Michael Hyman - Our deepest sympathy 
to Michael, Nancy and Adele on the loss of 
Jerome Hyman, Michael's father. 
From Bill and Mary Wellever 
 
Sarah Kaplan - Thanks for putting together 
and getting out all of the Purim goodies. 
From Bill and Mary Wellever 
 
Myra Cole - Congratulations on a 
spectacular Purim Spiel! Thank you for the 
opportunity for Rachel to get involved 
From Andy and Robin Bear 
 
 
Mario Rocco - Special thanks to my 
favorite techie for all of your help. From 
Nancy Hersh 
 
Myra Cole and the Cast and Crew of the 
Spiel - Bravo Myra, the cast and crew of 
the spiel! Well done! 
From Danielle Weiner 
 

Myra and the whole Purim Spiel cast and 
crew - Thanks for a wonderful Purim.   
From Nancy Yacker 
 
To Myra and Purim Spiel cast and crew - 
Thanks for a fantastic show!   
From the Whitman/Solender family 
 
Michael Hyman - In memory of your dad. 
From Elisa Sananman 
 
To Myra Cole - Thanks for an amazing 
Purim Spiel.  What a fantastic producer, 
director, writer, lyricist, costume designer, 
set designer and musician you are.  I also 
really appreciate the tribute to my father. 
From Michael Hyman 
 
 SILVER TRIBUTES TO:  
 
The Hyman Family - We are so sorry to 
hear about the loss of your father/father-
in-law/grandfather.  We wish you comfort 
during this difficult time.  We are thinking 
of you,  
From Katia Segre Cohen, Daniel, Josh and 
Alex Cohen 
 
Michael Hyman and Family - Our deepest 
condolences on the loss of Michael's 
father Jerome. 
From Arleen and Dennis Soldati 
 
Michael Hyman and Family  - With our 
sincerest condolences 
From Amy and Michael Klein 
 
Michael Hyman – Condolences on your 
father's death.   
From Shirley and Bob Max 
 
Myra and the Purim Spielers - What a 
wonderful show, thank you for all of the 
laughs. 
From Katia Segre Cohen 
 
Michael Hyman and family - Our 
condolences on the passing of your father. 
From Chris and Lisa Tognola 
 
Janice Masvidal and Carol Sullivan—Mazel 
tov on your upcoming nuptials. 
Michal Fineman 
 
Daniel Braun - Best wishes for a speedy 
recovery. 
Michal Fineman 

 TRIBUTES 
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MICHAEL A. KATZ 
Attorney At Law 

Of Counsel Pfaltz & Woller, P.A.  
 

Labor and Employment Law 
Estate Planning and Administration 

Real Estate 
 

              Suite 217                            (908) 273-7827 
  382 Springfield Avenue           Fax (908) 273-9279 
Summit, New Jersey  07901      MAKATZ@att.net  




