
Kesher Israel Congregation 

2801 N St NW 

Washington, DC 20007 

 

Office: (202) 333-2337 

Fax: (202) 333-4808 

Email: info@kesher.org 

www.kesher.org 

 

Office: (202) 333-2337 ▪ Fax: (202) 333-4808 ▪ Email: info@kesher.org ▪ www.kesher.org 

Elanit Z. Jakabovics 
President 
 
Vacant 
First Vice-President 
 
Judah Rose 
Second Vice-President 
 
Fabrizio Rotati 
Treasurer 
 
Matthew Horowitz 
Financial Secretary 
 
Andrew Mener 
Recording Secretary 
 
Channah Charlton 
Corresponding Secretary 
 
Bracha Reznik 
Matthew Peterson 
Rachel Hellman 
Mordechai Lebenberg 
Nava Pickman 
David Plotinsky 
Directors 
 
Jerome Chapman 
Lindsay Kaplan 
Mark Mellman 
Trustees 
 
Alfred Altschul 
Gary Winters 
Baruch Fellner 
Past Presidents 
 
Jessica Pelt 
Executive Director 

 

  

6 Iyar 5775 

April 25, 2015 

 

Dear Kesher Community: 

 

A few months ago, we began Kesher’s search for a new rabbi with the formation of the 

Rabbinic Research Team. With the approval of the Board, this group will set up parameters 

for the eventual search process. The scope of the work includes research into the most 

productive ways to for our membership to participate in the process, the best way to choose a 

rabbi most suited to our community, and the best practices for every stage of the search 

process.  

 

A projected schedule for the entire process will be presented soon. Meanwhile, the Board has 

approved the initial steps, which includes a several-stage process of polling our membership.  

 

We begin with a series of focus groups, led by an experienced outside facilitator. Using 

insights from these focus groups, we will develop a survey which will be sent to our entire 

membership and which will explore how we want our community to develop and what sort of 

rabbi is best equipped for this journey. Again, every member will have the opportunity to 

participate in the survey.  

 

With the data from the focus groups and survey, the Research Team will produce a job 

description for a rabbinic candidate, as well as a set of procedures and decision rules for 

processing those candidates. A separate Search Committee will be formed with the 

responsibilities of locating candidates, processing applications, and recommending a final 

candidate, all in accordance with the guidelines proposed by the Research Team and 

approved by the Board. 

 

Below you will find information on the focus groups, the facilitator, and the link to sign up 

for focus groups.  

 

Focus Groups - All members (including associate members) are welcome to volunteer to 

participate in the focus groups, to be held on the dates and times listed below. Sessions will 

be limited to 10 participants. We will consider adding additional sessions if there is overflow 

and need. Sessions will last 60-90 minutes and will be held either in the Kesher social hall or 

the Bayit, as indicated below. Please click on the link below to access the sign-up. You will 

be asked to indicate first, second, and third choices of times. Every person who signs up will 

need a unique email address, so if spouses both wish to participate, each will need to sign up 

separately.  
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If you have any other difficulties signing up, or other questions about the search process, please contact 

Mindy Horowitz, the Research Team chair, at rabbiresearch@kesher.org.  

 

Focus groups will take place on the following days: 

 Sunday, May 3 

o 2 pm Bayit 

o 4 pm Bayit 

o 6:15 pm Bayit 

 Tuesday, May 5 

o 6 pm Kesher Social Hall 

o 8:30 pm Kesher Social Hall 

 

 Thursday, May 7 

o 6 pm Kesher Social Hall 

 

Focus Group Facilitator - The focus groups will be led by Dr. David Marker. We are lucky to have 

someone of Dr. Marker’s stature in the field of data collection and research. Dr. Marker is a senior 

statistician at Westat, one of the largest organizations collecting data for the private sector and the U.S. 

government. Dr. Marker has over 30 years of experience in data collection, survey research, sampling, 

focus group and team facilitation, survey evaluation, data analysis, imputation, modeling, project 

management, quality control and improvement, and small area statistics. He is no stranger to doing 

work in the Jewish community, having served as a member of the Technical Advisory Group for the 

UJA Federation of New York’s Jewish Community Study of New York: 2011, and a member of the 

National Technical Advisory Committee to the National Jewish Population Survey, 2000-2001. 

 

Sign-Up Information: To sign up to participate in the focus groups, click here. Please note that you 

must be logged-in to your ShulCloud account in order to access the form.  

  

 

We are thankful for the work of the many members that has allowed our shul to function successfully during 

this period of transition and we look forward to working with you on this very important chapter of our 

community history.  

 

 

With appreciation, 

 

 

   

 

Mindy Horowitz    Elanit Jakabovics 

Chair, Rabbinic Research Team   President, Kesher Israel 
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