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Kesher Israel  ::  The Georgetown Synagogue 

 “We pride ourselves most on our 
warmth and hospitality, and on our 

atmosphere of  learning and 
intellectual investigation.”   
-Rabbi Dr. Barry Freundel 
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Thank you for 
celebrating our 
Centennial year 

with us! 
 
 

Our community 
wouldn’t be where 
it is today without 
the commitment 
and support of  all 
of  its members. 
We look forward 
to celebrating in 
the coming year 
with unique and 

engaging 
opportunities for 

everyone. 
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From the time that Jews wandered through 

the desert for 40 years, impermanence has 

been our sad trademark and legacy. As we 

celebrate Kesher Israel’s 100th anniversary in 

the Washington, D.C., community, the 

longevity represented by that milestone is our 

synagogue’s proud response to that history. 

We are celebrating this important moment by 

focusing on where the Orthodox community 

is today. We will explore the strengths, 

weaknesses, and critical challenges that we 

face as Modern Orthodox Jews in a post-

Modern society in which any kind of 

traditional Orthodoxy is often given nothing 

more than respectful lip service, and is often 

treated much more shabbily. Nonetheless, we 

believe that we have a message and a mission 

that may be even more relevant in this 

environment than it has ever been. It is our 

expectation that through the programming 

and the literature that we produce during this 

centennial commemoration, that message will 

shine through. 

At the same 

time we must 

remember, 

particularly this 

year, that we 

stand on the 

shoulders of 

many people 

(most probably 

anonymous to 

us) who in ways 

small and large 

b u i l t  a n d 

supported Kesher over all of these decades. 

As we look at the old pictures in the social hall 

and others that will be presented during this 

celebration, we should recognize that those 

mostly unnamed people brought us to this 

day. What were their hopes and dreams for 

Kesher? Would they even recognize the place 

today? And most importantly are we building 

on their legacy for an even more meaningful 

next hundred years for Herman Wouk’s “best 

little shul in America.” 

 

~ Rabbi Dr. Barry Freundel 

RABBI’S MESSAGE 

“We are celebrating this important 
moment by focusing on where the 
Orthodox community is today.” 

Greetings 
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How unusual it is to find a synagogue that has 

been in the same location for over 80 years 

and serving a community for 100 years that 

today is quite different from when it began? 

We live in an era when it is not unusual for 

people to move to different locations a few 

times in their lives. Jewish institutions are ad-

justing to this phenomenon as the population 

trends shift over the years.  

Kesher Israel was founded when Washington, 

D.C., was much smaller and many of the mer-

chants on M Street, N.W., were members of 

the congregation. Over the years, Kesher Is-

rael has established a reputation as a unique 

synagogue where education and learning are 

both encouraged and supported by its mem-

bership.  We have had leading rabbis, educa-

tors, and prominent lay leaders visit with us, 

spend time in our community, and speak to 

our membership and the community at large. 

We are proud to continue and expand on the 

role that the founders of the Congregation 

envisioned for the synagogue.  During the 

next 18 months, we have planned a variety of 

outstanding, stimulating lectures and discus-

sions which will highlight the unique strengths 

of the synagogue and its membership. I en-

courage you to attend as many of these pro-

grams as your schedule permits and hope you 

will be motivated to learn more about our 

unique institution that has not only existed for 

100 years as an Orthodox synagogue, but is an 

active and thriving synagogue that wants to 

share its quest for 

knowledge with the 

Jewish community. We 

expect that these excit-

ing programs will gener-

ate many conversations 

in the greater Jewish 

community and we 

hope you can be a part 

of it. We are also plan-

ning other activities that 

we hope will be of inter-

est to you.  Please join 

Kesher Israel in celebrating its outstanding 

achievements during this Centennial year. 

~ Al Altschul 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

“I hope you will be motivated to learn 
more about our unique institution that 
has not only existed for 100 years as 
an Orthodox synagogue, but is an 
active and thriving synagogue that 

wants to share its quest for knowledge 
with the Jewish community.” 
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Kesher Israel: A History 

In the winter of 1910, six merchants living in 

Georgetown, met to discuss the “possibility of 

forming a Hebrew society for worship and 

other communal activities.” Joseph Bremmer, 

Joseph Scher, Max Whitkin, L. Brenner, Mr. 

Rakysen, and Mr. Gamzy, all Eastern Euro-

pean immigrants, founded the Georgetown 

Hebrew Benevolent Society, based out of the 

home of Harris Levy on 28th and M Streets, 

NW, with “about 25 persons.”  On March 16, 

their registration application to the DC De-

partment of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 

as a domestic non-profit corporation was ap-

proved. Their first president was a man named 

Abe Mostow. We don’t know much about Mr. 

Mostow and the other founding families, but 

we do know that thanks to their efforts, we 

enjoy a wonderful Modern Orthodox shul and 

can celebrate the seeds of community that 

they planted a century ago. 

 

Shul VIPs with name labels at new building dedication in 1931 
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That autumn, 

for their first 

High Holi-

days together, 

they moved 

to 3062 M 

Street, NW, a 

larger space 

located above 

a storefront. 

They bor-

rowed a sefer 

Torah, hired a 

cantor, sold 

tickets for $3 

each, and 

began hold-

ing religious services. Over time, their num-

bers increased, and “out of a small khevre 

grew a large farein”—from a small group of 

25 people, they became united as one com-

munity. In 1915, the leaders of the commu-

nity purchased a small house at 2801 N 

Street NW, converted it into a shul, and re-

named themselves “Kesher Israel Congrega-

tion.” Over time, they outgrew the small 

house and the need to expand became ap-

parent. With a membership of 150 people, 

and a Ladies Auxiliary that raised $10,000 (a 

lot of money in those days!) for the building, 

the cornerstone of the new building was laid 

on February 1, 1931, and a new chapter be-

gan to unfold. On September 6, just in time 

for Rosh Hashanah, the new Kesher Israel 

Synagogue of Georgetown formally opened 

its doors. 

Kesher Israel hired its first rabbi, Rabbi 

Jacob Dubrow, in 1925. He was quickly em-

braced by the community as their spiritual 

leader. He learned daf yomi with the congre-

gation and at the Hebrew Home for the 

Aged every morning and established a Tal-

mud Torah school under the leadership of 

Rabbi Oscar Summer. 

After Rabbi Dubrow’s passing in 1945, two 

different rabbis served the congregation un-

til 1950, when Rabbi Philip Rabinowitz 

“brought the traditions of the disappearing 

world of the 

s h t e t l ”  t o 

Kesher Israel. 

For 34 years, 

until his most 

untimely death 

and tragic mur-

der in 1984, 

Rabbi Rabi-

nowitz tended 

to the needs of 

his congre-

g a n t s —

through the 

lean years of the 1950s and 1960s, when a 

morning minyan wasn’t close to guaranteed, 

to the late 1970s and early 1980s, when the 

community just started experiencing a re-

birth. A man of extraordinary loving-

kindness, humility, and decency, Rabbi Rabi-

nowitz spent his years at Kesher Israel fo-

cused on three things: to study and teach 

Torah, to sustain the daily minyanim, and to 

watch over the welfare of his community. 

His home was always open to anyone in 

need, even strangers, and he helped assure 

that the community was immeasurably en-

riched in many ways. 

“With a membership of 

150 people, and a 

Ladies Auxiliary that 

raised $10,000 (a lot of 

money in those days!) 

for the building, the 

cornerstone of the new 

building was laid on 

February 1, 1931.”  
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After two search com-

mittees and a short stint 

in the pulpit by Rabbi 

Rod Glogower, Rabbi 

Dr. Barry Freundel was 

chosen to become the 

leader of Kesher Israel 

in 1987 and continues 

to serve the community 

to this day. Building on 

the successes of his 

predecessors, and with 

his exceptional intellec-

tual mind, Rabbi Freun-

del has helped Kesher 

Israel become a beacon 

of modern orthodoxy 

and a shul that sees tra-

ditional Judaism as es-

sential, while also un-

derstanding the 

value of modern 

society. Today, 

Kesher is known 

for its warmth 

and hospitality, 

and its atmos-

phere of learning 

and intellectual 

rigor. During 

Rabbi Freundel’s 

tenure, Kesher 

Israel experi-

ences growth in 

membership and 

the expansion of the 

congregant demo-

graphic to include col-

lege and graduate stu-

dents, young profes-

sionals, interns, couples, 

families, and retirees. 

Congregants and guests 

benefit from Rabbi 

Freundel’s renowned 

mastery of Jewish law as 

well as his stimulating 

divrei Torah and lectures. 

His stellar reputation as 

a halakhic authority car-

ries his voice across the 

Jewish world as a 

scholar, author, and 

teacher. 

“Today, [our] membership includes multiple current and previous elected 

officials, a significant number of Ambassadors, both to and from the United States, 

current and former Cabinet members, and several distinguished authors.” 

T
IM

E
L
IN

E
 

WINTER 1910 
Group of Jews discuss forming the 
Georgetown Hebrew Benevolent Society  

MARCH 16, 1910 
Registration application 
with DCRA accepted  

AUGUST 1, 1911 
Rev Elias Stolar elected as minister 
and Hebrew teacher of the group  

1915 
Purchase of house at 2801 N Street, NW, 
and renamed “Kesher Israel Congregation”  

1925 
Rabbi Jacob Dubrow hired as first 
Rabbi of Kesher Israel Congregation  

FEBRUARY 1, 1931 
Laying of the cornerstone at new 
building at 2801 N Street, NW 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1931 
New Kesher Israel Synagogue of 
Georgetown opens its doors 

1945 
Rabbi Dubrow dies 

1950 
Rabbi Phillip Rabinowitz hired as the 
fourth Rabbi of Kesher Israel  
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During the 2000 U.S. 

presidential election, the 

synagogue attracted me-

dia attention with the 

nomination of its long-

time member, Senator 

Joseph Lieberman, to be 

the Vice President of the 

United States. 

Today, Kesher Israel’s 

membership includes 

multiple current and pre-

vious elected officials, a 

significant number of 

Ambassadors, both to 

and from the United 

States, current and former 

Cabinet members, and 

several distinguished au-

thors. Herman Wouk, 

Leon Wieseltier, Senator 

Lieberman, and many 

others have walked 

through our doors and 

have made Kesher Israel 

their home. 

Kesher Israel enjoys visi-

tors daily from all over 

the world, from time to 

time including govern-

ment ministers, Knesset 

Members, and Supreme 

Court jurists from Israel.  

Most famously, Moshe 

Dayan and Ezer Weitz-

man attended services at 

Kesher during the Camp 

David talks.  

The many authors who 

have prayed at Kesher 

Israel characteristically 

applied memorable words 

to our synagogue. This 

includes Wouk calling 

Kesher "the best little shul 

in America," as well as 

Wieseltier's moving de-

scriptions of moments in 

Kesher's beit midrash in his 

bestselling book Kaddish. 

Rabbi Freundel once 

wrote, “We pride our-

selves most on our 

warmth and hospitality, 

and on our atmosphere 

of learning and intellec-

tual investigation.” That 

is the heritage Kesher 

Israel will carry proudly 

into its second 100 years. 

1984 
Rabbi Rabinowitz tragically murdered  

1987 
Rabbi Barry Freundel hired as the 

6th Rabbi of Kesher Israel  

1990 
Rabbi Phillip Rabinowitz Memorial 
Eruv established in Washington, DC  

1992 
Kesher Israel purchases the “Bayit”  

2000 
Senator Joseph Lieberman, congregant 

of Kesher Israel, nominated as the 
Democratic candidate for Vice 
President of the United States 

JULY 2005 
National Capital Mikvah 

opens its doors  

FEBRUARY 2008 
Hachanasat Sefer Torah 

2011 
Kesher Israel celebrates its 

Centennial anniversary 
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Centennial Programming 
To mark the special occasion of our Centennial 
Celebration, and to enhance the intellectual and 
spiritual life of our community in Washington 
D.C., Kesher Israel is hosting a year-long salute 
called “Kesher100: Celebration and Reflection.”  
 
We will honor the happiness of this occasion 
with a rich program of study and conversation. 
The full Kesher100 calendar of events will be 
highlighted by regular lectures and discussions 
that will be in keeping with the intellectual 
intensity and religious liveliness of our great 
institution. This Centennial will be used as an 
opportunity to introduce the community to a 
deep and sustained look at the issues and ideas 
that confront the future of Orthodoxy, and of 
Judaism itself.  
 
Our rabbinic leader, Rabbi Dr. Barry Freundel, 
will kick-off the salute with a discussion on the 
current state of Modern Orthodoxy and the 
challenges it faces. The centerpiece of our 
educational programming is a four-part series 
called “Orthodoxy at a Turning Point: A 
National Conversation.” These panel 
discussions, which will take place over the 
course of the anniversary year, will explore the 
major themes and pressures surrounding 
Orthodoxy—the historical, social, textual, and 
halakhic dimension of what we live and practice. 
We will round out the season with a literary 
discussion with Jonathan Safran Foer and an 
intimate conversation with Elie Wiesel on the 
topic “Israel and the Jewish Soul,” coinciding on 
the 63rd anniversary of the founding of the 
Jewish state. 
 

ORTHODOXY AT A TURNING POINT:  
A NATIONAL CONVERSATION PANEL #1: 
Orthodoxy and Innovation  
Sunday, October 10, 2010, 8pm 
Moderator: Rabbi Dr. Barry Freundel 
Distinguished Guest Panelists: 
Rabbi Dr. David Berger 
Dr. Moshe Halbertal 
Rabbi David Novak 
 

ORTHODOXY AT A TURNING POINT:  
A NATIONAL CONVERSATION PANEL #2:  
Women & the Future of Judaism  
Sunday, November 7, 2010, 7pm 
Moderator: Sharon Freundel 
Distinguished Guest Panelists: 
Rabbi Daniel Sperber 
Rabbanit Chana Henkin 
Rabbah Sara Hurwitz 
Rabbi Aryeh Frimer 

 
KESHER ISRAEL CELEBRATES!  
A Night at Monte Carlo 
Saturday night, December 11, 2010 
Corporate Executive Board’s  
Waterview Conference Center in Rosslyn 

CENTENNIAL KICKOFF LECTURE 
Orthodox Judaism:  

What it Was, What it Is  
by Rabbi Dr. Barry Freundel  

Monday, September 13, 2010, 7:30pm 
A discussion of the current state of 
Orthodoxy- particularly Modern 

Orthodoxy- and the challenges it faces. 
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TZVI DAREMBLUM MEMORIAL LECTURE 
Jonathan Safran Foer and Leon Wieseltier 
in Conversation  
Sunday, December 12, 2010, 7 pm 
The lecture has been established by the 
Daremblum-Wasserman family as an annual 
public event in remembrance of their beloved 
son and brother Tzvi z"l, who lived, studied, 
and worked for several years in Israel. 
 
ORTHODOXY AT A TURNING POINT:  
A NATIONAL CONVERSATION PANEL #3:  
Spirituality and the Future of Institutions 
February 2011 
 
KESHER ISRAEL CELEBRATES!  
A Gala Dinner  
Sunday, March 13, 2011 
6th & I Synagogue 
Honoring Kesher Israel’s rich history with 
tributes to our past presidents, including:  
Michael Gelfand (1985-1992, 1996-1998) 
David Epstein (1992-1994) 
Bernardo Hirschman (1994-1996) 
Baruch Fellner (1998-2002) 
Gary Winters (2002-2008) 

 
ISRAEL AND THE JEWISH SOUL:  
A Discussion of the place of Israel in our 
lives and our beliefs with Elie Wiesel 
Sunday, May 15, 2011   
6th & I Synagogue 
 
ORTHODOXY AT A TURNING POINT:  
A NATIONAL CONVERSATION PANEL #4:  
The Denominations:  
The Ways We Believe Now 
June 2011 

Additional programming is being planned for  

September 2011 through December 2011! 

 

Watch your inboxes or visit the Centennial website for other events 

celebrating Kesher Israel’s Centennial with very special guests. 
http://centennial.kesher.org 

Main Sanctuary 



12  

 

Kesher Israel  ::  The Georgetown Synagogue 

Other Events 

MYSTERY GUEST SHABBAT DINNER 
Friday, February 25 
After Friday night services 
 

PURIM FESTIVITIES:  
Children’s Costume 
Parade, Megillah Reading, 
and the Annual Purim 
Shpiel 
Saturday night, March 19 
After Havdalah 

 
PRE-PESACH LEARNING AND Q&A  
SESSIONS WITH RABBI FREUNDEL 
Shabbat, April 2 and April 9 
Shabbat haGadol drasha, April 16 
1.5 hours before Mincha  

YOM HA’ZIKARON REMEMBRANCE AND 
YOM HA’ATZMAUT T’FILLAH CHAGIGIT 
Monday evening, May 9 
 
YOM YERUSHALAYIM ZIMRIYAH 
Tuesday night, May 11 
Join us as for a participatory evening of 
classic Israeli sing-along and ice cream. 
 
TIKKUN LEYL SHAVUOT 
Tuesday night-Wednesday morning,  
June 7-8 
Lineup of speakers highlighted by Rabbi 
Freundel and Leon Wieseltier 
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Daily & Shabbat Services 

Kesher Israel offers daily services during the 
week and a full array of Shabbat and weekend 
services. We have weekday Shacharit and Maariv 
services year-round and weekday Mincha ser-
vices from April-October.  
 
On Shabbat, in addition to a traditional Friday-
night service, we offer a very well-attended 
Carlebach service.  On 
Shabbat mornings, we 
have a hashkama service 
which meets at 7:30am, 
and a main service at 
9am.  The community and 
our visitors are invited 
to seudah shlishit in the beit 
medrash after mincha. 
 
Approximately once a 
month, on the Shabbat 
closest to Rosh Chodesh, 
the Alper Memorial 
Women's Rosh Chodesh 
Tfillah and Study Group 
holds a special women’s 
m i n c h a  s e r v i c e  i n 
the Bayit (1308 28th St. 
NW, adjacent to Kesher Israel).  Rebbetzin 
Sharon Freundel conducts a shiur and one of 
the women of the community gives a dv’ar To-
rah after leining.  See page 16 for more informa-
tion. 
 
For more information on our daily services, 
email gabbai@kesher.org. 

SHABBAT CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 
 
Cookie Minyan, for our youngest members, 
ages 3 and under, takes place most 
every Shabbat. The program begins at 10:30am 
in the Bayit, around the corner from the 
shul.  Cookie Minyan leaders sing songs, read 
stories, and play games with the chil-

dren.  Cookie Minyan is in-
tended to be a shared experi-
ence for parents and chil-
dren.  A parent should ac-
company each child, sit in 
the circle and encourage 
their child to engage in the 
songs, prayers, and stories. 
  
Services for the older chil-
dren a l so  beg in  a t 
10:30am. Middle Minyan, for 
children 4-6 years old, meets 
in the Bayit library. The 
leader focuses on teaching 
the tefilot and use the Shab-
bat Club siddur.  Shabbat 
Club, for children 7 years 
and up, meets in the 

shul.  These children take turns leading the ser-
vice with the help of the leader.  Some weeks 
the groups are combined.   
 
 
 
For more information on children's activities, 
contact children@kesher.org. 

Unidentified Kesher Israel bar mitzvah boy,  
circa 1931   . 
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Adult Education 

The Institute was established in 1989 to 
provide Jewish adult education within the 
Kesher Israel Congregation community, as 
well as throughout the Washington, D.C., 
area. 22 years later, the Institute thrives, 
offering a variety of courses during the fall 
and springs semesters, well-attended High 
Holiday learners services, Shabbatonim, and 
a Shabbat dinner & drash and lunch & learn 
lecture series. 
 
The Institute is chaired and coordinated by 
volunteers and all Institute faculty—
primarily Kesher Israel members—also 
function on a volunteer basis. In order to 
encourage participation by a maximum 
number of people, courses are free and are 
open to both members and non-members of 
the congregation. 
 
Since the establishment of the Institute, its 
activities have been supported by a 
combination of private donations, grant 
monies, and general synagogue revenues. In 
September 1999, an endowment was 
established to provide stable ongoing 
support of the Institute, including the 
Darenblum Memorial Lecture. 

THE DR. H. HAROLD GELFAND MEMORIAL INSTITUTE OF  
ADULT EDUCATION  

Courses are free  
and are open to both 
members and non-
members of  the 
congregation 
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DAF YOMI: DAILY TALMUD STUDY 
Alan Gersch 
Following weekly morning minyan;  
Shabbat times vary seasonally 
"Daf Yomi" is a schedule for studying 
one page/folio of the Babylonian Talmud each 
day, finishing the whole Talmud in about 7.5 
years.  
 
Join us right now for Avodah Zarah! (The 
tractate; not actual idolatry...) After that we'll 
engage in a brief (11 days/pages) but 
fascinating exploration of what happens when 
the rabbis are all wrong in Masechet Horayot. 
And then... Sacrifices, sacrifices, sacrifices! 
(Including meal offerings!) All the way to June. 
As we study the first 2 tractates of Seder 
Kodshim: Zevachim & Menachot. 
 
BEGINNING HEBREW CONVERSATION 
David Isser 
Tuesdays, 8pm-9pm 
Want to learn Hebrew, but never had the 
opportunity or a convenient way to do so? 
Whether you want to begin to read and 
understand prayers in Hebrew, or be able to 
read and speak in modern Hebrew, this is your 
chance! This class will concentrate on basic 
literacy and conversation skills. No background 
in Hebrew is necessary to take this class. 

GREAT JEWISH THOUGHT AND THINKERS 
Rabbi Dr. Barry Freundel 
Wednesdays, 7:30pm-8:30pm 
A discussion of the seminal writings of 
Contemporary Jewish thinkers beginning with 
Rabbi Aaron Lichtenstein's challenging 
monograph "Does Jewish Tradition Recognize 
an Ethic Independent of Halakhah?" 
 
PARSHANUT: THE HISTORY OF JEWISH 
BIBLICAL EXEGESIS  
Rabbi Dr. Barry Freundel 
Wednesdays, 8:30pm-9:30pm 
Come explore the different ways in which the 
Torah has been interpreted from the Bible's 
self-interpretation to modern commentators. 

Classes 

Classes begin in October 2010! 
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Committees & Special Interest 

ALPER MEMORIAL WOMEN’S ROSH   
CHODESH TFILLAH/STUDY GROUP 
The Alper Memorial Women’s Rosh Chodesh 
Tfillah/Study Group meets on a monthly 
basis, usually on Shabbat Mevarchim (the 
Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh), for mincha, 
seuda shlishit, and a shiur given by Rebbetzin 
Sharon Freundel. The group meets in the Bayit 
of Kesher Israel, located one door north of 
Kesher Israel on 28th Street. The study theme 
for this year’s shiur is “The Original Desperate 
Housewives: A Study of the Women of 
Beresheit.” 
 

 
Other important dates: 
October 1, Simchat Torah:  
Women’s Kria of v’Zot ha’Bracha 
 
October 9, Bat Mitzvah of Maayan Rose: 
with a Women’s Kria of Lech-Lecha at 5:30pm 
 
March 20, Purim:  
Women’s Kria of Megillat Esther 
 
For more information or to get involved,  
email roshchodesh@kesher.org.  

ROSH CHODESH TFILLAH/STUDY GROUP 
SCHEDULE 5771 

November 6 4:45pm 

December 4 4:30pm 

January 8 3:30pm 

February 5 4:15pm 

March 5 4:45pm 

April 2 6:15pm 

May 7 6:45pm 

June 4 7:00pm 

July 9 7:00pm 
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
Calling all young professionals! Looking for a 
way to connect with other recent college 
graduates, graduate students, and young pro-
fessionals in the Kesher community? Want 
fun social programming, social action, and 
networking opportunities? Join Kesher Is-
rael’s Young Professionals group! For more 
information, email yp@kesher.org. 
 
SISTERHOOD 
Since its rebirth ten years ago, the Sisterhood 
has engaged in a variety of events and pro-
jects, including Kesher Israel’s Mishloach 
Manot for Purim, an annual membership 
brunch, the publication of two Kesher Israel 
cookbooks, and a host of other classes and 
social events. The Sisterhood continues to 
develop new and exciting ways to meet the 
needs of all women at Kesher. Contact the 
Sisterhood president at sisterhood@kesher.org 
for more information about joining and help-
ing with its activities. 
 
GREEN GROUP 
The Kesher Israel Green Group fo-
cuses on environmental issues within 
the context of modern Orthodox Ju-
daism. Our mission is to Learn To-
rah, Appreciate Nature, and Protect 
the Environment. 
 
If you would like to learn more or get 
involved, email greengroup@kesher.org. 
Visit the shul’s website for articles by 
Rabbi Freundel and Kesher Israel 
members about the importance of 

protecting the environment from a Torah 
perspective. 
 
WELCOMING COMMITTEE 
The Kesher Israel Welcoming Committee is 
here to help integrate newcomers into our 
community. If you’re new to our community, 
email welcome@kesher.org with your name and 
a short job description to be put on our New 
Faces List. If you’re an “old timer” and want 
to meet new faces, we’re always looking for 
more people to get involved as hosts! Send 
an email for more information. 
 
HOSPITALITY 
Do you need a spot for a Shabbat meal? Do 
you have an extra spot at your table? Hospi-
tality is here to help! One of the defining fea-
tures of our community is our hospitality 
program. Send an email to our hospitality 
coordinators at  hospitality@kesher.org during 
the week to request a meal or offer a space.  



18  

 

Kesher Israel  ::  The Georgetown Synagogue 

Leadership 

President 

First Vice President 

Second Vice President 

Treasurer 

Financial Secretary 

Recording Secretary 

Corresponding Secretary 

Sisterhood President 

Director 

Director 

Director 

Director 

Director 

Director 

Director 

Alfred Altschul 

Miriam Stein 

Mark Isakowitz 

Dan Brandenburg 

Deborah Cooper 

Joshua Resnick 

Rella Kaplowitz 

Shana Siesser 

Matthew Horowitz 

Elanit Jakabovics 

Mordechai Lebenberg 

David Levin 

David Plotinsky 

Diana Schemo 

Lisa Schreier 

Trustees: 
Jerome Chapman,  

Sheldon Weisel, Gary Winters 
 

Past Presidents: 
Gary Winters, Baruch Fellner,  
Dr. Bernardo Hirschman 

 
Centennial Committee Co-Chairs: 
Mark Isakowitz, Elanit Jakabovics, 

Leon Wieseltier 

KESHER ISRAEL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Contact Information 

Kesher Israel Congregation 

2801 N Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20007 

(202) 333-2337 

info@kesher.org 

www.kesher.org 

facebook.com/kesherisrael 

twitter.com/kesherisrael  

CENTENNIAL CONTACT INFORMATION 

http://centennial.kesher.org 

centennial@kesher.org 

 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE KESHER ISRAEL  

ONLINE COMMUNITY: 

kesherisrael-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

kesherkids-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

kesher-misc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

 

Rabbi: rabbi@kesher.org 

Gabbaim: gabbai@kesher.org 

Children’s Programming: children@kesher.org 

Education: education@kesher.org 

Green Group: greengroup@kesher.org 

Hospitality: hospitality@kesher.org 

Housing: housing@kesher.org 

Sisterhood: sisterhood@kesher.org 

Welcome Committee: welcome@kesher.org 

Young Professionals: yp@kesher.org 

Brochure designed by Kate Bailey & Shoshanah Belzer 



Funds for the printing of  this publication were provided in memory of  Jacob and Beatrice Weiner 


