
Vayikra/ Shabbat HaChodesh     Second Triennial  

Leviticus 3:1-4:26   Maftir  Exodus 12:1-20 
This week’s parasha begins the book of Vayikra, called Leviticus in English.  As the English 

name suggests, it is focused on the work of the Levites, the priestly class. 

This first parasha in Leviticus is all about sacrifices, and the second triennial reading focuses in 

on two kinds:  zevah shelamim and the chatat.  The meaning of shelamim is in dispute.  Some 

call it a peace offering, relating it to shalom, meaning “peace” while others think it is related to 

shalem, meaning fullness or completeness.  Jacob Milgrom calls it a “sacrifice of wellbeing” and 

Bernard Levine a “sacred gift of greeting.”  Robert Alter, on the other hand, considers it a 

“communion sacrifice.”   

The meaning of zevah shelamim may be unclear, but what to do with the sacrifice is clearly 

stated, including how the animal is to be slaughtered and butchered, and which parts are to be 

eaten by the priests, which by the people, and which is G-d’s portion and therefore not permitted 

to be eaten.  The Jewish Study Bible discusses the idea of a sacrifice in which those sacrificing 

the animal get to feast on it, saying the animal is offered to G-d, but then G-d shares it with the 

people making the offering. 

The second kind of sacrifice described, the chatat, is a purification or sin offering required to 

undo the contamination caused by an inadvertent sin. The Mishnah lists 36 specific sins that, if 

done accidentally, require such a sacrifice. Some sins are easier than others to imagine 

circumstances where someone might commit them inadvertently.  The list of 36 ranges includes 

Shabbat,  eating chametz on Passover, sacrificing one’s children to Molech, and having sex with 

one’s mother.  Had Oedipus Rex been Jewish and living at the time of the Temple he might have 

saved his eyesight! 

Because this Shabbat is also Rosh Chodesh Nisan, there is a special maftir. 

 

Haftarah for Shabbat HaChodesh Ezekiel 45:16-46:18 

Shabbat HaChodesh is the penultimate of the special shabbatot leading up to Passover. 

Generally, Shabbat HaChodesh is the last Shabbat in Adar.  In years in which the first of Nisan is 

on Shabbat, that is Shabbat HaChodesh, as is the case this year.   

The passage from Ezekiel was chosen because it speaks about the Passover holiday – both the 

Passover sacrifice and the eating of matzo.   The context is the sacrificial behavior in a rebuilt 

Temple, preparing the people for what will need to be done.  Reading it at this time of year 

connects the Temple experience of Passover to our home- and shul-based holiday as we celebrate 

now.  Note that the month of Nisan is considered the first month.  Rosh Hashanah is our New 

Year, but it occurs in the seventh month, not the first. 



 

 

 


