
 

Look, just as time isn't inside clocks / love isn't inside bodies: / bodies only tell the love. 

All congregants and visitors (male and female) are requested to wear a head covering in the Sanctuary.  During Shabbat, please turn off cell phones and refrain from 

smoking, photography or applause. PSJC runs on community participation. If you are interested in: leading Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv Services, email 
Fredrica.Brooks@PSJC.org; leading Shabbat Morning Services, email Elizabeth Schnur at davening@PSJC.org; chanting Haftarah, email Alan Palmer at 

haftorah@PSJC.org; joining the Hevra Kadisha, email the coordinators at hevra.kadisha@PSJC.org.  Got announcements?  Email by Monday 5 PM 

(announce@PSJC.org).  To request an Aliyah or other honor, email Rabbi Carter a week in advance, or notify the usher if you arrive before the Torah Service beings; 
we honor requests whenever possible. 

 

May 23-29, 2015 | 5-11 Sivan, 5775 
Parashat Bamidbar 

Torah Notes: Numbers 2:1-3:13 (Etz Hayim pg 774)  
We begin the fourth book of the Torah this week. In Hebrew it is called Bamidbar – “in the wilderness” – the first distinctive word in the book, which is 
also the name of the parasha. The English name for the book, Numbers, comes from the book’s beginning with a census of all men of military age (20).   

As we begin the second triennial section, the Israelites are being told how to arrange their encampment. They are organized by tribe, and then into four 
groups of tribes. Each group is positioned at one of the compass points – North, South, East, West – and in the center is the Tabernacle. There are 
three tribes in each section, but the Levites are in the center with the Tabernacle. To make up the difference (12 sons of Jacob minus Levi equals 11) 
Joseph gets two tribes – one for each of his sons:  Menashe and Ephraim. Each camp is marked with a degel – a flag – symbolizing the tribe. According 
to the Rashbam, each flag displayed the animal associated with each tribe. Midrash Rabbah says that each flag was dyed the color of the gemstone 
representing that tribe that was on the breastplate of the High Priest. 

After specifying the encampments of the 12 groups on the outside, the narrative then turns to the responsibilities of the Levites. They are set apart and 
Aaron and his sons, the priests, are put in charge of them. The reading ends with the statement that the Levites will serve in the place of the peter 
rechem – the “womb opener” or first born. Because of the terminology it’s clear that this does not mean a father’s first born, but rather the mother’s. In a 
society where a man may have several wives, these may be different people.   

The ritual of pidyon haben – redemption of the first born son – comes from the biblical verses concerning the Levites taking the place of the “womb 
opener.” A pidyon haben ritual is done only when neither parent is a Cohen or Levite, the child is a boy, he is the first child a woman gives birth to, there 
were no previous miscarriages, still births, or abortions, and the child is not delivered through Caesarian section. So it is not a common event. 

Haftarah Notes: Hosea 2:1-2:22(Etz Hayim pg. 786) 
This week’s haftarah comes from the book of Hosea, who prophesied in the Northern Kingdom during the Eighth Century, BCE. In Chapter 2, which we 
read this week, the relationship between God and the Israelite people is likened to a marriage, a frequent metaphor in prophetic writings. In this case, 
Israel is represented as an unfaithful wife, with worshiping false gods being seen as akin to adultery. God threatens to punish the people/wife with 
deprivation and humiliation if she does not repent of her adulterous ways. God goes on to promise, though, that once she has repented and returned to 
the proper worship of a single God she will be forgiven. 

The analogy of God as husband and Israel as wife illuminates the hierarchical nature of marriage that was assumed at the time. The idea of marriage as 
an equal partnership is a radical redefinition of the institution, one that would come much later.   

The haftarah ends on a positive note, with God promising to resume the marriage and love the repentant wife/people forever. The last verse of this 
haftarah is recited when putting on tefillin: “v'eiras'tikh li l'olam v'eiras'tikh li b'tzedek uv'mish'pat uv'chesed uv'rachamim v'eiras'tikh li be'emunah 
v'yada'at et hashem” – “I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you to me with righteousness and with justice and with kindness and with mercy; I 
will betroth you to me with faithfulness and you will know the Lord.” (Dale Rosenberg) 

Hamakom Yenachem: Our condolences go to Marla Kessler, Scott Groom, and their children, Ayla, Talia, Jesse, and Zen on the death of Marla's 
mother Bernice Grebel Kessler, z"l; and to Barbara Auslander on the death of her mother, Sarah Alta bat Gershon v'Roiza, z"l. 

Yahrzeits 5-11 Sivan: Ann Levy, mother of Joel Levy; Ellen Klein, mother of Lonnie Klein; Ethel Huttner, grandmother of Lisa Lindauer; Golda 
Handfinger, aunt of Merrie Handfinger; James Hammon, father of Kate Hammon; Jeremy Robert Courtney, brother of Wrolf Courtney; Marianne 
Santo, mother of Helene Santo; May Pollack, mother of Diane Burhenne; Michael Wallen, uncle of Ira Singer; Ove Erichsen, father of Karin Ulman; 
Robert Falevitch, cousin of Charles Urich; Saul Kravitz Kuperhand, father of David Kuperhand; Steven Buchbinder, cousin of Marla Kessler; Sylvia 
Sheber, mother of Iris Sheber; Violet Schecter, aunt of Nancy Sher; William Abramson, brother of Elaine Elworth & uncle of Steve Elworth; Reyna 
McGowen, mother of Angela Weisl; May their memories be for a blessing.  

May 22 | 4 Sivan 
Shabbat Bamidbar 

May 23 | 5 Sivan 

Shabbat Evening 
Candle Lighting | 7:56PM     
Kabbalat Shabbat with Anna Chapman | 6:30PM 

Shabbat Morning 
Shacharit | 10:00AM 

     Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
            8:30PM – 5:00AM | CBE 

Sunday 
May 24 
6 Sivan 

Monday, May 25 
7 Sivan 

Memorial Day 

Tuesday 
May 26 
8 Sivan 

Wednesday 
May 27 
9 Sivan 

Thursday 
May 28 

10 Sivan 

Friday 
May 29 

11 Sivan 

Saturday 
May 30 

12 Sivan 

Shavuot Services 
10:00AM 

Shavuot Services 
(includes Yizkor) 

10:00AM 

Shavuot Potluck 
1:00PM 

Shir 
Hadash 
7:00PM 

Board Mtg 
7:00PM 

Morning 
Minyan 
7:15AM 

 

Kabbalat Shabbat with Alan 
Palmer | *7:00PM* 

**Please Note Time Change** 

Candle Lighting | 8:02PM 

Shabbat Services  
Shacharit | 10:00AM 
Tot Shabbat / Mini Minyan | 11:15AM 
Junior Congregation | 11:15AM 

Park Slope Jewish Center 
1320 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215 

(718) 768-1453 
Office hours: M-Th 9AM-5PM, F 9AM-2PM 
http://www.psjc.org  email: office@psjc.org 

Rabbi Carie Carter, PSJC’s Rabbi (rabbicarie@psjc.org) 
Reba Snyder, President (President@psjc.org) 

Sarah Guthartz, Executive Director (executive.director@psjc.org) 
Aileen Heiman, Director of Youth Education & Family Programming 

(Aileen.Heiman@psjc.org) 
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When you smile, serious ideas get exhausted. At night the mountains keep quiet beside you, in the morning the sand goes with you down to the beach.  

All congregants and visitors (male and female) are requested to wear a head covering in the Sanctuary.  During Shabbat, please turn off cell phones and refrain from 

smoking, photography or applause. PSJC runs on community participation. If you are interested in: leading Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv Services, email 
Fredrica.Brooks@PSJC.org; leading Shabbat Morning Services, email Elizabeth Schnur at davening@PSJC.org; chanting Haftarah, email Alan Palmer at 

haftorah@PSJC.org; joining the Hevra Kadisha, email the coordinators at hevra.kadisha@PSJC.org.  Got announcements?  Email by Monday 5 PM 

(announce@PSJC.org).  To request an Aliyah or other honor, email Rabbi Carter a week in advance, or notify the usher if you arrive before the Torah Service beings; 
we honor requests whenever possible. 

 

 

 

Mazel Tov! to Jeff Warschaur, PSJC member & former Cantorial intern, on completing his Cantorial Investiture from the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

Todah Rabba! to Helene Santo and Matthew Eilenberg for hosting last weekend's Shabbat Shmooze; to David and Suzanne Kuperhand for 
sponsoring Kiddush this Shabbat in memory of David's father, Saul Kravitz Kuperhand, z"l; and to all those who gave input through the Connected 
Congregations Survey - keep an eye out for the next survey on PSJC's Inclusion Practices!  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Shavuot Across Brooklyn Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
Saturday, May 23 | 8:30PM | CBE 
Join PSJC and many more of Brooklyn's minyanim and synagogues as 
we come together for an all-night celebration for the holiday of 
Shavuot. Events start at 8:30PM with Reform services (shortened 
Traditional and Orthodox services will begin at 9pm), continuing with 
cheesecake and learning, ending with Sunrise Services at 5:00AM. 
Come for all or part of the night and enjoy a program of learning, 
singing, and dancing as some of Brooklyn's finest teachers gather in 
one place for one of the most diverse Tikkun Leil Shavuot celebrations 
around. See website for RSVP and details.  
 

 

Save the Date: Sasson-Newcombe Wedding! 
May 30-31 | PSJC  
Anna Sasson and Daniel Newcombe, who have both grown up at 
PSJC, are getting married! To celebrate this milestone, their families 
cordially invite the community to their aufruf on Shabbos morning, May 
30, and chuppah ceremony, May 31 at 4:00PM. Mazal tov to Daniel 
and Anna as they continue on life's journey together.    
 
Celebrate Israel Festival 
Sunday, May 31 | 2:00PM | Pier94 
Following the Celebrate Israel Parade down 5

th
 Avenue, come to the 

Celebrate Israel Festival is the largest celebration of Israeli culture in 
New York. Thousands of community members will celebrate the State 
of Israel with live entertainment (Sarah Guthartz’s son, Jonah, will be 
performing with the Harlem Hebrew Language Academy Charter 
School Choir at 4:45PM), family activities, culture, food & art. Discount 
tickets sold online: https://www.purplepass.com/#25280 

Shinshinim Goodbye Party! 
Thursday, June 4 | 6:30PM | Union Temple 
Come say thank you and goodbye as our Shinshinim depart Brooklyn. 
A light kosher dinner will be served. This event is semi-formal; children 
are welcome. RSVP to Maya Kochli: kochlim@ujafedny.org 

Summer Stoop Shabbat 
Friday, June 5

th
 | 4:30PM  

Join us on the PSJC stoop to celebrate Shabbat! Songs, snacks, 
stories, and friends!  

 

 

Lev Tahor: Understanding Poverty in the NY Jewish Community 
Friday, June 5

th
 | 7:00PM following Kabbalat Shabbat 

Join Rabbi Brian Fink in learning about poverty in the NY Jewish 
Community and ways we can respond. The program will follow 
services and a vegetarian potluck dinner. RSVP at 
http://tinyurl.com/LevTahorJune5. Questions:lev.Tahor@psjc.org. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
First Sundays of the month | 12:00-2:00PM 
Roll up your sleeves with members of the PSJC community at Masbia, 
the kosher soup kitchen at 1372 Coney Island Avenue, for our regular 
monthly shift. Contact Helen Zelon for details or to sign up -- and 
THANKS for your support: helen.zelon@psjc.org 

Ongoing: G'mach and Hevra Kadisha Welcome new members 
If you have a little time - or lots of time - to cook, deliver meals, visit, 
attend shiva minyamin, do shmira or tahara for those who have died 
and support our members in good and bad times - please contact 
G'mach and Hevra Kadisha to add your name to the distribution list: 
gmach@psjc.org / hevrakadisha@psjc.org 

Ongoing: Food Collection 
Bins for collection are near the Sanctuary and downstairs in the 
vestibule. Every can counts!  

 
 

Sunday, May 24 
6 Sivan 

Monday, May 25 
7 Sivan 

 Memorial Day – Office Closed 

Shavuot Services 
10:00AM 

Shavuot Services  
(includes Yizkor) 

10:00AM 

Shavuot Potluck 
1:00PM 

FEATURED EVENT 

PSJC at the Brooklyn Cyclones! 
Thursday, June 25 | 7:00PM | MCU Park 

PSJC is heading to the park to see the Brooklyn Cyclones vs. the 
Connecticut Tigers. Free hats for all ticket holders! Tickets only $15 
per person. RSVP on the website. 
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