
300 survivors gather in Auschwitz 70 years after liberation

President, AIPAC, Congresspeople unhappy; Bibi defiant

The last reunion?

PRAGUE — When they
announced the ceremony
marking the 70th anniver-
sary of the liberation of

Auschwitz, Polish officials insist-
ed that at this year’s event, “the
eyes of the world will be focused”
on about 300 Holocaust survivors
whose presence Tuesday, Jan. 27,
at the former Nazi death camp near
Cracow may be the last gathering
of its sort.

The generation of Holocaust sur-
vivors, after all, is dying out.

Yet critics are charging that
politics and tensions between Rus-
sia and its neighbors are nonethe-

less eclipsing the focus on the
survivors and even muddying the
historical record.

Many believe that behind the
main event, at Auschwitz, was an

organized effort to discourage Russ-
ian President Vladimir Putin from
attending — a reprisal of sorts for
Russia’s annexation last year of
Ukrainian territory.

Putin in his earlier stint as pres-
ident attended the 60th anniver-
sary ceremony in 2005. This time,
a tentative invitation was extend-
ed to the Russian Embassy but not
to Putin directly.

An attempt to keep out Putin
was “a serious failure in com-
memoration because it was Russ-
ian troops who liberated the camp,”
said Efraim Zuroff, the Israel direc-
tor for the Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter, the human rights organization.

“This attempt to erase the Russ-
ian people’s contribution to defeat-

WASHINGTON — When
Israel wants something
from the US, it typical-
ly makes three stops: the

pro-Israel lobby, Jewish members
of Congress and the White House.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu ignored all three when
he accepted an invitation from
House Speaker John Boehner (R-
Ohio) to address Congress about
US Iran policy.

Neither congressional Jews nor
AIPAC were notified of the speech,
much less consulted. The White
House found out three hours before
Boehner announced the address on
Jan. 21.

The result: Muted yet palpable
discomfiture among the three sec-
tors that Israel relies on to ensure
continued support from Washing-
ton.

Israeli officials say the need to
influence the US on an issue of exis-
tential importance overrides the
need for niceties in this case. But
congressional staffers and pro-Israel
officials say such niceties are crit-

ical if Israel is going to be per-
suasive.

Ken Goldstein, an expert on con-
gressional politics and the pro-Israel
community at the University of San
Francisco, said Netanyahu and his
US envoy Ron Dermer put Jew-
ish lawmakers — most of them
Democrats — in a tight spot.

“I will agree with Ambassador
Dermer that this is a phenomenally
important issue. Given that, is this
the best strategy?” Goldstein told
JTA. “It puts everyone in a diffi-
cult position, and doing your job
is not to put someone in a diffi-
cult position.”

The White House reaction to last
week’s announcement was public
and sharp, describing the speech
as a breach of protocol and saying
Obama and other top officials would
not meet Netanyahu during his vis-
it.

The day before Boehner’s
announcement, Obama had
promised in his State of the Union
speech to veto any new Iran sanc-
tions legislation, which Netanyahu

is expected to lobby in favor of
during his US trip.

T he reaction from the pro-
Israel lobby and the Jew-
ish congressional caucus has
been more muted, at least

Please see 70TH on Page 16
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Auschwitz survivor Marcel Tuchman, 93, meets with Jewish students in Cracow, Poland, on
Jan. 26, 2015, the eve of the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the nearby Nazi death camp
Auschwitz by Russian soldiers on Jan. 27, 1945. Jeffrey Tuchman
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Rabbi Israel Rosenfeld died on
Jan. 26, 2015, one day before
Auschwitz was liberated 70
years ago, in Denver.The man

who rose from the ashes of Auschwitz
to inspire faith when none seemed
possible was
gone.

The simple
graveside ser-
vice, held lat-
er that day at
Rose Hill
Cemetery, took place on an unnat-
urally warm afternoon.

Mourners stood united in their
grief, but each heart beat to its
own memories. Rabbis, Hillel Acad-
emy students, friends and acquain-
tances bowed their heads in personal
reverie.

Rabbi Rosenfeld was at Hillel
Academy for 25 years — 16 of them
as principal. His careers at EDOS,
the DAT Minyan and as author of
numerous textbooks commissioned
by Torah Umesorah further his
esteem.

But it was the one-on-one, per-
sonal moments he shared with oth-
ers that inscribed him forever in
their souls.

Erica “Tova” Rosenfeld, Rabbi
Rosenfeld’s wife of 60 years,watched
broken and inconsolable despite her
family’s comforting arms.

The massive gathering at Rose
Hill testified to the greatness of a
life that emerged from unforgiving
evil to serve as a leader of Jewish
education and a beacon of hope to
thousands.

Rosenfeld was 14 when he was
deported to Auschwitz with his father
David, mother Chana and younger
brother Yoel, who was torn from
his arms and gassed.

His father, whom he depended
upon throughout their ordeal, died
in the final death march from Birke-
nau eight days before liberation.

Rosenfeld walked out of Auschwitz
a free man haunted by unimagin-
able tragedy.

How does one pay tribute to a com-

J ack Adler, who spent five years
and eight months in Nazi death
camps,was in Poland this week
to attend the commemoration

of the 70th anniversary of the lib-
eration of Auschwitz, one of the
camps where he spent a signifi-
cant part of his childhood.

Adler, who lives in Lone Tree, was
invited to attend the Auschwitz com-
memoration by the Shoah Founda-
tion, he told the INTERMOUNTAIN
JEWISH NEWS via email from Poland.
Accompanying him was what he calls
“my miracle family” — his son and
four grandchildren.

A speaker and writer on the Holo-
caust — Adler published his mem-
oir Y:A Holocaust Narrative in 2012
— he was 10 years old when he
was first sent to Auschwitz and 16
when he was liberated by the US
Army at Dachau on May 1, 1945,
during the infamous “death march”
of Dachau survivors.

Adler also plans to attend the 70th
anniversary of the liberation of
Dachau this spring.

Adler lost his entire immediate
family — his parents, brother and
two sisters — but has made the sub-
jects of tolerance and forgiveness
cornerstones of his speaking.

Please see ROSENFELD on Page 16
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plex personality that battled cease-
less nightmares to become one of
the brightest lights in Denver and
the world?

It was extremely difficult for the
eulogists.

Still they conquered tearful
assaults to express love and grati-
tude to a man who survives in every
teaching, drash, whispered blessing
and his unforgettable smile.

R abbi Daniel Alter, head of
school at DAT, took his place
at the podium first. Em-
braced by gentle breezes, he

faced one of his hardest challenges.
During their time together, Alter

developed a close relationship with
Rosenfeld,who was the resident sage
at the DAT Minyan.

When he was principal of Hillel,
Rosenfeld would make sure that each
child made it safely home on snowy
days, Alter said. And if a bus dri-
ver was unable to show up due to
bad weather, the rabbi drove the bus
himself.

Alter’s voice constantly cracked
under the weight of his loss.

“Many of us have heard some of
the difficult stories that Rabbi Rosen-
feld told us for a number of years.
He would deliver the drash every
Shabbat Shirah (the anniversary
of his liberation) to a packed crowd,
most whom came to shul just to hear
him.

“He felt it was very important to
educate people about the horrors
of the Holocaust,” Alter said. “I, for
one, will always be personally grate-
ful that my older children along with
children in our community had the
opportunity to hear these important
stories.”

Alter told the story of an inci-
dent that occurred at Auschwitz dur-
ing Sukkot.

A rabbi in the camp instructed
the inmates to save crusts of bread
for three days. Then they snuck
out behind the mess hall, grabbed
firewood and pulled it over their
heads to make a sukkah.

Rosenfeld told his son Meir that
the rabbi felt this action “would bring
the Mashiach.” But the messiah
did not appear. “What happened
when the Mashiach never came?”
Meir asked.

“We started to collect potato peels
to light the menorah on Chanukah,”
Rosenfeld replied.

“This was a man of unbreakable
faith,” Alter said.

Rabbi Rosenfeld visited his grand-
son Josh when he joined the IDF.

“When he saw Josh in his uniform
with his gun, he said that when he
was 15 he prayed to G-d to send
an angel to save the Jews from the
evil Nazis. But never in his life did
he think that his own grandson
would be that angel, devoted to
protecting the Jewish people.”

During the years that Rabbi
Rosenfeld and his wife lived in Israel,
he founded an organization ensur-
ing that future Jewish educators
were immersed in Torah,Alter said.

“Education was his life.”

R abbi Meir Rosenfeld, one of
Rosenfeld’s two sons, spoke
next. “I updated four obitu-
aries for my father,” he said.

“He was very ill and not expected
to live. Then I’d walk into the room
and see him up and smiling.

“Dad,” Meir said,“this time I want
you to hear your obituary.”

Rabbi Rosenfeld’s death certifi-
cate says that he died of a weak
heart.

“I strongly disagree,” Meir said.
“You had the strongest heart in
the world. There was a time when
you never believed you would grow
up to be 16. You were so overjoyed
to see your grandchildren.”

Meir said that his father “never
told a lie in his life. He was an exam-
ple to us every day. Every time I
called him and asked how he was
doing, he would say, ‘Baruch
Hashem!’ ’’

How appropriate “that so many
years after he was liberated from
Auschwitz, my father is finally lib-
erated from his mortal coil.”

Meir read an email sent by his
fourth son Maury.

“It is often said at funerals that
we are not mourning a loss but cel-
ebrating a life,” Maury wrote. “But
these words do not apply to your ser-
vice.

“You were the sweetest, kindest
man around,” Maury wrote. “Your
smile was visible from a mile away.

“I hope you are with your father,
mother and brother, and that they
are waiting for you with open arms
in Gan Eden.”

Rabbi Joey Rosenfeld, Meir’s third
son, walked over to the lectern
and quoted an email from Meir’s
first-born son Rabbi Joshua Rosen-
feld before touching upon his own
feelings.

“I knew my grandfather experi-
enced moments of deep pain,”
Joshua wrote. “His was a complex,
multi-faceted cry for faith.”

Joey Rosenfeld said his grandfa-
ther “hoped against hope. This
permeated everything he did. He
was eternally hoping, and trans-
lated this into action.

“He built a family, a community,
out of the ashes of Auschwitz.”

As she listened to her son and
grandchildren reminisce about her
husband,Tova straightened up and
gazed at them lovingly.

“I had the merit to be the grand-
son of this amazing individual,” Joey
said. “It is praiseworthy to have his
blood in me.

“My grandfather has passed away.
But he will live on longer than his
life — and mine.”

I srael Rosenfeld arrived in the
US in 1948 under a special
Czechoslovakian visa and stud-
ied in a yeshiva in Brooklyn.

Alone in the US, he spoke almost
no English but excelled in Hebrew.

Rosenfeld graduated from the
Hebrew Teachers Institute in New
York.

In 1952, Rosenfeld was drafted
into the US Army and stationed at
Newport News, Virg.

The only serviceman who kept
kosher, he found himself in an
unusual predicament, so he went to
the local synagogue for assistance.

There he found Rabbi Samuel
Adelman and his family, who “adopt-
ed” Rosenfeld. They would meet
again.

Upon his discharge from the army,
Rosenfeld obtained his first teach-
ing position at the Westchester Day
School in Mammaroneck, NJ.

While there, he traveled to Israel
for the first time and met his future
wife, Tova.

Rosenfeld was hired to teach at
Hillel Academy in 1956.

Rabbis Rosenfeld and Adelman
had an unexpected reunion when
they both found themselves in Den-
ver — Rosenfeld at Hillel Acade-
my and Adelman at BMH.

Adelman hired his former  “adopt-
ed son” to teach at the BMH Hebrew
School, the first of many venues out-
side Hillel in which Rosenfeld taught
in Denver.

Rosenfeld also helped inspire
BMH teenagers to attend yeshiva.

During his tenure at Hillel, he
earned an MA in school adminis-
tration at DU and his elementary
school principal’s certificate from
the Colorado Dept. of Education.

The textbooks he authored on
Jewish education are still utilized
around the world.

In the 1980s, newly arrived stu-
dents from the former Soviet Union
were hesitant to enter the doors of
Hillel Academy.

But Rosenfeld, who was fluent
in Russian, English, Czech,Yiddish,
Hebrew and Hungarian, put them
at ease.

“I had your same problems,” he
told the students. “I was able to
do it, and so will you.”

T he mourners followed as
the pallbearers lifted the cof-
fin and carried it to the grave,
where Rabbi Yaakov Meyer

recited prayers and offered uplift-
ing words.

Those standing eight rows back
could hear the pine casket being
lowered into the open ground.

Birds perched motionless on
wires, as if they were paying mute
respect.

Groups of three, four and five men
performed the mitzvah of shoveling
the earth on top of the coffin.

Due to the lateness of the hour,
their movements seemed driven
by sorrowful, subtle urgency.

Kaddish, the mourner’s prayer,
filled the air.

Rabbi Rosenfeld’s family slowly
left the grave, and two circum-
spect lines formed on either side.

As mourners gradually depart-
ed the cemetery, they encountered
the Rosenfeld family sitting togeth-
er on the side to accept condolences.

The procession stopped again and
again to console them with hugs
and in silence.

Suddenly, high above in the bril-
liant blue sky, several geese flew
behind their leader and winged their
way to an unknown destination.

There are no coincidences.
Rabbi Israel Rosenfeld is survived

by his wife Erica “Tova” Rosenfeld;
sons Rabbi Meir (Debby) Rosen-
feld and David Rosenfeld; four
grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren.

Feldman Mortuary made the
arrangements.

Andrea Jacobs may be reached
at andrea@ijn.com.

See page 17 for Rabbi Rosen-
feld’s 2005 interview with the INTER-
MOUNTAIN JEWISH NEWS in which
he recounts his Holocaust years.

Teacher, principal, author, advisor dies
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ing Nazism is casting a shadow on
this commemoration and creating
a vacuum in which untruths flour-
ish.”

One such distortion: On Jan. 21,
Polish Foreign Minister Grzegorz
Schetyna told a local radio station
that Ukrainians, not Russians, lib-
erated Auschwitz, citing the fact that
the Red Army unit that reached
Auschwitz was called the First
Ukrainian Front (SEE STORY PAGE 8).

And on Jan. 8, Ukrainian Prime
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk stated
that the Soviets “invaded Ukraine
and Germany,” when, in fact, it
was the Germans who invaded the
Soviet Union.

His spokesman later explained
that Yatsenyuk had in mind the carv-
ing-up of Poland in 1939 by Ger-
many and the Soviet Union.

These historical inversions “show
the level of hatred that exists for
Russia for the moment,” said Peter
Feldmajer, a vice president of the
Hungarian Jewish umbrella group
Mazsihisz.

In addition to the event in
Auschwitz, the camp’s liberation was
scheduled to be commemorated in
Prague on Jan. 26 and at the UN
General Assembly on Jan. 28.

But Putin’s presence would
have been an especially sen-
sitive matter in Poland,where
anger over Russian aggres-

sion in Ukraine is mixed with bit-
ter memories of Russian domination
during and predating the Soviet era
and fears of its return.

Polish officials denied that Putin
was deliberately disinvited or dis-
couraged from attending,noting that
no other head of state had been
officially invited, owing to the poli-
cy of focusing on survivors.

Many,however,doubted this argu-
ment, as the list of attending dig-
nitaries at the Auschwitz event grew.
Among others it included French
President Francois Hollande and his
German and Ukrainian counter-
parts, Joachim Guack and Petro

Poroshenko, as well as the Dutch
and Belgian premiers, Mark Rutte
and Charles Michel, respectively.

Putin, however, had been invit-
ed to attend an event near Prague
co-organized by the European Jew-
ish Congress that brought hundreds
of Jewish community leaders and
dignitaries to commemorations of
the Auschwitz liberation and to
the nearby Terezin Memorial for the
Theresiendstadt concentration
camp.

EJC’s Russian-born president, the
industrialist Moshe Kantor, set up
the event near Prague with the
Czech government to provide a com-
memoration ceremony where Putin
would feel welcome, according to
Peter Brod, a board member of the
Jewish Community of Prague’s foun-
dation.

“The feeling was that the Russ-
ian contribution to the liberation
should be honored and commemo-
rated in some way, and this led to
the event,” said Brod, a former
BBC journalist.

But Arie Zuckerman,a senior EJC
official, said the event near Prague

— which featured debates about
anti-Semitism today and legislation
to curb it — were never meant to
serve as an alternative to the
Auschwitz event,“which, unlike our
event, is only about commemora-
tion.”

Marek Halter, a well-known
French Jewish author who
survived the Holocaust
in his native Warsaw

before escaping to Russia, said he
and his generation “have a respon-
sibility to protect [the] historical
record for as long as we can.”

The record, he said, “is in danger
of being lost in the politics of the
new cold war we are entering
between the US and Russia.”

Putin’s attendance at Auschwitz,
he added during an interview with
JTA, “should have been facilitated
to defend against this sort of obfus-
cation.”

Serge Klarsfeld,a Romanian-born
Jewish Nazi hunter who survived
the Holocaust in hiding in France
and whose father died at Auschwitz,
said he “could understand the Pol-

ish state of mind regarding Putin,”
but that he should have been invit-
ed.

“It’s not, as some Poles claim, that
the Russians liberated Auschwitz
because it was en route to Berlin,”
he said.

“They came to free Auschwitz,and
the survivors will never forget the
Red Army’s arrival there.”

Still, Halter said he could think
of no place more appropriate than
Prague and Terezin to commemo-
rate the Holocaust.

“Prague was the only old Jewish
city that the Nazis left intact because
they wanted to turn it into a Jew-
ish Jurassic Park, a museum to an
extinct people,” he told JTA.

“Convening hundreds of Jewish
community leaders and dignitaries
is a powerful response.”

But how the message is car-
ried is changing as the last
generation of Holocaust sur-
vivors passes on, Frans Tim-

mermans, a vice president of the
European Commission, told JTA
at the Prague’s Municipal House,
where Czech President Milos Zeman
welcomed leaders of European Jew-
ry and politicians with a brief
address.

“We are at a critical point in Euro-
pean history because living memo-
ry is becoming history,”Timmermans
said. “Soon there will be no more
people with numbers on their arms
to tell the story, and the tendency
to beautify a terrible record is tempt-
ing.”

In Auschwitz, one of the survivors
who is still telling his story is Ernst
Verduin, 87, who lived in hiding in
the Netherlands before he was
deported to the death camp with his
family.

Verduin arrived at Auschwitz suf-
fering from a severe lung infection
and was sent immediately to the gas
chambers.

“As we said goodbye, my sister
wished me a quick death,” recalled
Verduin, who survived because he
left the gas chamber group and snuck
to the group of men sent to work.

The last reunion of survivors at Auschwitz?
70TH from Page 1

Mordechai Ronen, who was a prisoner at the Auschwitz concen-
tration camp as an 11-year-old child and lost his mother; father
and sisters there, breaks into tears as he walks through the
camp, Jan. 26, 2015. Pictured behind him is Ronald Lauder of
the World Jewish Congress. Sean Gallup/Getty Images

ROSENFELD from Page 1
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World recalls Auschwitz liberation

S ixty years to the day — the 27th
of January — is what it took
for Rabbi Israel Rosenfeld to
speak publicly of his time at

Auschwitz.
He has denied all previous oppor-

tunities to speak of it publicly,
even courteously turning down the
Shoah Visual History Foundation
when it requested an interview. In
similar spirit, he has never read a
word written by Elie Wiesel or any

other author who writes about the
Holocaust,nor has he watched a sin-
gle frame of “Schindler’s List” or any
other film of its type.

“This is the first time — today
— that I’m talking about it,” Rab-
bi Rosenfeld told the INTERMOUN-
TAIN JEWISH NEWS on Jan. 27, 2005,
exactly 60 years after the day  that
he was liberated from Auschwitz.

“I’m doing it because there are
so few of us left. Fred Englard,
Zesa Starr, others,used to talk about
it. I never wanted to. It was a very
painful, personal thing. I was able
to put up a facade in order to be able
to function.”

It must have been a pretty effec-
tive facade, as the rabbi’s many
friends and former students in Den-
ver can testify. In his 25 years at
Hillel Academy — 16 of them as
principal — and in subsequent
careers at DAT and as the author
of textbooks commissioned by Torah
Umesorah, Rabbi Rosenfeld earned
a reputation as a dedicated and
talented educator, as a gentle and
caring man — but not as a man of
sorrow.

Beneath that man, however, was
another individual, one seen only by
loved ones and the closest of friends.
This was a man who spent the
greater part of his life in the com-
pany of the grief and pain only
survivors can understand.

Rabbi Rosenfeld briefly took off
his mask last week, when the cal-
endar arrived at Jan. 27. It was
not just the numerical exactitude
of the dates that compelled him to
speak.

“I would like to say that 60 means
more than 50 which means more
than 25,” he said in the quiet repose
of the home he shares with his
wife Erica, herself a survivor.“It just
means that I’m getting older and
there are fewer and fewer of us
around. That’s why I agreed today
to be interviewed. I figure, I don’t
know how long I have left.”

R abbi Rosenfeld has spent most
of his life in the shadow of
mountains,“from the Carpathi-
an Mountains to the Rocky

Mountains,” per the subtitle of a pri-
vate autobiography he has written
for his family.

He was born in 1928 in the then-
Czechoslovakian province of
Carpathia, the mountainous east-
ern part of that pre-war republic.
The region then had some 100,000

Jews,“mostly poverty stricken farm-
ers, forest and woodworkers, lum-
berjacks — mostly pious, religious
people,but not very literate,”he says.

His family was Satmar chasidic
and was close to the movement.
His father David studied for a decade
under the Satmar rebbe. The rest
of his family included his mother
Chana, older sister Leah and
younger brother Yoel.

The Carpathia region and the
Rosenfelds’ hometown of Chust
(today a part of Ukraine) came under
Axis occupation in a sporadic and
indirect way. The region first came
under attack from pro-Nazi Ukraini-
ans, who were ousted in relatively
short order by Hungarian forces,
who eventually came under the com-
mand of the Arrow Cross movement,
which was ultimately also allied with
the Nazis.

Various anti-Jewish laws were
enacted during the Hungarian reign,
but these were not so onerous as the
Nuremburg laws in Germany, Rab-
bi Rosenfeld says, nor were they
nearly so bad as things were to
become under actual German occu-
pation. For many Jews, including
Rabbi Rosenfeld’s family, life pro-
gressed in a largely normal fash-
ion during the early occupations. He
even attended a yeshiva in Hungary
during this time.

But in 1944, the Germans them-
selves formally annexed the area,
and wasted little time singling out
the Jewish community. It ordered
the Jews into one of three regional
ghettos, all located in Chust. The
one in which Rosenfeld’s family was
confined happened to be in the
area in which his grandparents’
house was located, so they had the
unusual fortune of being able to stay
there, along with other relatives.

The family stayed in the ghetto
“for exactly seven weeks — from
Passover to Shavuos,easy to remem-
ber,” the rabbi says.

Although food was scarce,he says,

the family did not approach
the level of starvation.

There were, however,
plentiful foreboding
rumors circulating in the
ghetto.There were stories
of Jews without proper
documentation being
rounded up by the Ger-
mans in the area, taken
to Poland and shot en
masse, but the people of

Chust were largely
skeptical of these sto-
ries.

“We heard rumors but
we couldn’t believe it,”
Rabbi Rosenfeld says,
adding that confusion was
more prevalent than dread.
When the residents of the
ghetto were told that they
would soon be transport-
ed, the explanation was
that they were to be tak-
en further into the interi-

or of the country,away from
the proximity of fighting.

The Jews of Chust, in
general, believed this, Rabbi Rosen-
feld says. “We weren’t very clear
about what was going on. We did-
n’t feel the emergency, the immedi-
acy of something terrible happening.”

That mindset would change “dras-
tically and overnight,” he says, in
late May, 1944, when the ghetto res-
idents were taken to a brick facto-
ry in Chust and put aboard railroad
cattle cars. Their destination was a
small Polish city by the name of
Oswiecim, adjacent to a place the
Germans called Auschwitz.

None of the Jews of Chust, to Rab-
bi Rosenfeld’s knowledge, had ever
heard of it.

B efore they boarded the train,
the Jews were warned that if
they kept any personal pos-
sessions on their persons they

would be shot. Rabbi Rosenfeld
saw the SS murder such a man, who
had sewn money into his jacket. His
father quickly placed his few gold
coins between cracks in the floor-
boards of the cattle car.

“It was then that we finally real-
ized that something terrible was
happening.”

He remembers that it was noon
on Thursday when they left Chust
and about noon on Saturday when
they arrived at Auschwitz. He says
he remembers little of the night-
mare that was the journey.

“Of course, when we arrived in
Auschwitz that’s when the real trou-
ble began,” the rabbi says in a
voice that suddenly grows somber
and quiet. He remembers whips,
guards, dogs, barked commands,
screams and gunfire.

His family was almost immedi-
ately separated — “not by design,
but by chaos” — but Rabbi Rosen-
feld and his father were able to
stay close by each other. He remem-
bers passing the infamous imposing
main gate of Auschwitz, near to
where Josef Mengele did his work
of separation, but he has no per-

son-
al memories
of the arch-
Nazi, or his
infamous com-
mands of
“links” and
“recht.”

“I want you
to know, I came
straight from
the yeshiva,”
Rabbi Rosen-
feld says. “My
knowledge of
worldly things
was zilch. I had
no idea who the
SS or the
Gestapo were.
All I knew is
that my father
grabbed me by the hand and pulled
me away. If not, I probably would
have wound up in the other place
too.”

Those first chaotic moments con-
stituted the last time he’d see his
mother and sister for a very long
time, and the last time he would
ever see his little brother.

That memory,perhaps most of all,
still haunts Rabbi Rosenfeld.

“I never saw my little brother
again,” he says, not even trying to
resist the flood of tears that comes
at his mention. “I can’t describe
my terrified thoughts, my night-
mares, my little kid brother, what
he must have felt when the gas start-
ed coming and he was choking,
not knowing that his parents were
helpless to save him. Innocent lit-
tle child.”

He dreamed of this “nightly” for
a quarter of a century, the rabbi says,
and still experiences the illogical but
powerful phenomenon known as sur-
vivor’s guilt — “asking how come I
survived and they didn’t.”

Rabbi Rosenfeld, however, still
had his father.Both assigned to labor
units, or kommandos, they lived in
the same section of the Auschwitz
complex but in different barracks.
They got together whenever oppor-
tunity presented itself.

“We were in the same camp. He
saw me suffer. I saw him suffer. We
cried together.” He remembers his
father saying Kol Nidre in the bar-
racks, and giving his son his own
ration of bread.

“We were very,very close,” the rab-
bi says through his tears.

During their months at Auschwitz,
father and son usually worked on
different projects, mainly digging
foundations and hauling cement for
the construction of new buildings.
Rabbi Rosenfeld’s first bag of cement,
weighing about 100 lbs., put him flat
on the ground. A German said to
him: “You are not worth the bread
that you eat,” an open warning.

But other prisoners helped
the teenager by assigning him
a job just stacking the bags,
instead of hauling them. Still,
the hard work, combined with
everything else, combined to
make young Israel very sick.
An untreated blister on his foot
steadily grew worse until it
became a debilitating infection
on the back of his leg. Eventu-

ally, he could no longer stand,
let alone walk, he says, lifting his

pant leg to show the still-vivid
scar left behind by the raging infec-
tion of six decades ago.

By then, it was the middle of the
winter of 1944-45,and he was placed
in the Auschwitz infirmary, unable
to work. It probably saved the youth’s
life.

The Soviet Red Army was
approaching Auschwitz and the Ger-
mans, eager to keep their popula-
tion of slaves, virtually emptied
Auschwitz of its prisoner popula-
tion, leading them on a forced march
to the west. Abandoning the rest of
the camp, they merely left behind
the several hundred ill prisoners
in the infirmary, including Rabbi
Rosenfeld.

On Jan. 18, the main body of pris-
oners was led away, with Rabbi
Rosenfeld’s father among them. It
was the last time father and son
would ever see each other. After
the war, Rabbi Rosenfeld learned
that his father survived for sever-
al months, until finally being mur-
dered at Buchenwald.

The rabbi’s tears return like a
stubborn rain.

“My father was killed in Buchen-
wald, eight days before it was lib-
erated. Can you imagine his agony
to go through all that?”

T he final days of Auschwitz are
still a blur to Rabbi Rosen-
feld, who experienced them
while near death from infection

and fever.
Airplanes came and strafed the

complex, including the infirmary, he
says. He’s still not sure whether
the aircraft were Allied or Axis. He
knows only that a man from his own
hometown, in an adjoining bunk, lit-
erally pulled him out of the infir-
mary, since the bullets had set the
building on fire. But it was snow-
ing and cold, and the fire went out
quickly, so they returned to the build-
ing.

Many of the patients died in the
attack and fire.Later, those who sur-
vived checked under the pillows of
the deceased, hoping that a spare
piece of bread might have been
hidden there.

The camp was abandoned for 10
days as fighting raged all around
it. “There was shooting back and
forth,” Rabbi Rosenfeld says. “The
cannons were working. Airplanes.”

On the morning on Jan. 27, 1945,
it was over.

“On the twenty-seventh — it
was Shabbat Shira — at 8 o’clock
in the morning, the first Russian
tank rolled in.”

But the rabbi was hardly aware
of it.

“We had no knowledge of what
was going on. I remember a Russ-
ian officer — a woman — came out
and looked around.We were the first
camp that they came across. They
didn’t know if we were German crim-
inals; they didn’t know what we
were.”

By CHRIS LEPPEK
IJN Assistant Editor

Israel’s President
Moshe Katsav
addresses heads of
state and others at
the 60th anniversary
of the liberation of
Auschwitz, Jan. 27,
in Poland.

Above: Rabbi
Israel Rosenfeld

at left, before
the war,

with family.

Below: Rabbi
Rosenfeld.

For a local rabbi, it was impossible to forget
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A medical officer, also a woman,
approached and was unsuccess-
ful in communicating in Russian.
Finally, she asked if anyone spoke
Yiddish — she was Jewish — and
finally learned the initial basics.
He remembers her asking:“What’s
going on? Who are you?”

When she was answered, she
was able only to give the prison-
ers aspirin and vitamin tablets
— all that was available to a front-
line unit. In short order, addition-
al troops rounded up local civilians
from Oswiecim to begin the most
dire clean-up chores.

Field rations — in the case of
the Red Army, horsemeat, beans
and cabbage — were distributed
to the patients.Many patients died
because of this, but Rosenfeld
was lucky.The man from his home-
town in the next bed happened to
be a pharmacist, and he advised
against anything more than tiny
pellets of bread and small sips of
water.

Rosenfeld says he weighed 22
kilos — less than 50 pounds. “You
sometimes hear the cliché of skin
and bones. I was skin and bones.”

In two days, the army brought
in nurses and began providing
more comprehensive care. Rabbi
Rosenfeld ended up in a Red Cross
hospital in Oswiecim, where he
had several operations to restore
the use of his leg.

It would take him several more
months of painful recovery and a
series of frustrating, dangerous
and exhausting trips across Europe
to locate his mother and sister,both
of whom had survived their own
ordeals.

Finding their home in Chust
occupied by a Gypsy family, the
diminished Rosenfeld family was
eventually resettled by the Czech
government in the Sudeten region,
from which millions of Germans
had just been ousted.

O n Jan. 27, 2005 — six decades
later — the rabbi is asked
what he felt at the moment
of liberation.

“I can’t honestly tell you what
I thought,” he says after reflection.
“I was burning with fever. I just
saw a tank — I had no idea if it
was a Russian tank or a German
tank. We knew that the front was
near because we heard all the
shooting. I must have felt some-
thing, but honestly I can’t tell you.”

The anti-climax of the actual lib-
eration somewhat dampened the
60th anniversary, which doesn’t
seem to bother Rabbi Rosenfeld
greatly. He concedes, in fact, that
he has never looked upon Jan. 27
very kindly.

“My real troubles, my real ago-
nies, started on that day,” he says.
“I had to start thinking about the
rest of my life — no home to go
to, no father to guide me. What
does a 16-year-old know about life?
What would other teenagers do
in this situation?”

In Rabbi Rosenfeld’s case, he
began by assuming his responsi-
bilities.He studied at yeshivas and
a teachers college, helped his
family emigrate to America and
eventually became a Jewish
teacher.

During it all, and for many years
afterward, he has dealt with the
spiritual and psychological scars
and aftermath. Although proud
to profess his Orthodox Judaism
today, he admits that he strug-
gled mightily with issues of faith
and Divine purpose.

Nor has it been easy finding a
place for his grief and sense of loss.

The Holocaust stole Rosenfeld’s
father and brother, his youth and
his home — “it stole my life,” he
says — and he is asked where he
puts his hatred and sorrow.

“Into five heart attacks, into a
failed bypass surgery, and into a
lot of medications,” he says, point-
ing to the appropriate place on
his chest. “My mother, of blessed
memory, used to say that tsuris,
suffering, settles inside.”

He did find purpose in his fam-
ily, in Judaism and in his choice
to spend his life as a Jewish edu-
cator.

“I have to survive, I have to live,”
he says. “What gives me strength
are memories of my home and
the things I have learned. I believe
now more than ever before,because
I have nothing else. I have to
hold onto something which is
real, which is helping to educate
Jewish children. I have a love for
children because I remember my
little brother.”

His grief and anger return
together, as if hand in hand, as if
the two can no longer exist exclu-
sively.

“Do I have hatred? Yes, I have
hatred.For who? I don’t really know
who. All the world was involved.
What happened?  Humanity broke
down.”

World recalls 
Auschwitz liberation

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
Case Number: 2014CV034289

Div.: 215 Ctrm.:
DISTRICT COURT, CITY AND COUNTY OF
DENVER, STATE OF COLORADO
Court Address: 1437 Bannock Street, Room 256
Denver, Colorado 80202
Phone Number: (720) 865-8301
Plaintiff: PARK MAYFAIR CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION, INC.
Defendant: DAN SALAZAR; DISCOVER BANK
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO:
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:
You are hereby summoned and required to appear
and defend against the claims of the complaint
(petition) filed with the court in this action, by filing
with the clerk of this court an answer or other
response within 35 days after the service of this
summons upon you. Service of this summons
shall be complete on the day of the last
publication. A copy of the complaint may be
obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to
the complaint (petition) in writing within 35 days
after the date of the last publication, judgment by
default may be rendered against you by the court
for the relief demanded in the complaint without
further notice.
This is an action affecting the property described
in the Complaint for Foreclosure Pursuant to
C.R.C.P. 105 and is a proceeding in rem.
Dated: January 6, 2015.
Published in the: Intermountain Jewish News
First Publication: January 9, 2015
Second Publication: January 16, 2015
Third Publication: January 23, 2015
Fourth Publication: January 30, 2015
Fifth Publication: February 6, 2015
Wendy E. Weigler, Reg. No. 28419
LANSKY, WEIGLER & PORTER, P.C.
1401 17th Street Suite 560
Denver, CO 80202
Telephone: (303) 297-1900
Facsimile: (303) 293-8938
E-mail: wweigler@lanskyweigler.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
_/s/ Wendy E. Weigler
Original Signature of Wendy E. Weigler on file at
the offices of Lansky, Weigler & Porter, P.C.
Attorney for Plaintiff(s) Petitioner(s)
(This Summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4(g),
Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure. This form
should not be used where personal service is
desired.)
(TO THE CLERK: When this summons is issued
by the clerk of the court, the signature block for
the clerk or deputy should be provided by stamp,
or typewriter, in the space to the left of the
attorney’s name.)
*Rule 12(a), C.R.C.P. allows 35 days for answer or
response where service of process is by
publication. However, under various statutes, a
different response time is set forth, e.g. §38-6-
104, C.R.S. (eminent domain); §38-36-121, C.R.S.
(Torrens registration).

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Case No. 2014PR31483

In the matter of the estate of
JIM ESSEX aka JIM L. ESSEX aka 

JIM LEE ESSEX, Deceased. 
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the Person-
al Representative or to the Denver Probate Court of
the City and County of Denver, Colorado, on or before
May 17, 2015 or the claims may be forever barred.

DIANE E. KELSIC
Personal Representative
c/o ESSEX LAW OFFICE, LLC
P.O. Box 3091
Littleton, CO 80161-3091

CAROL E. ESSEX, Esq. Atty. Reg. # 13724
Attorney for the Personal Representative
P.O. Box 3091
Littleton, CO 80161-3091
Phone Number: 303-882-8705
E-mail: essexlawoffice@yahoo.com
First Publication: January 16, 2015
Last Publication: January 30, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Case No. 2014PR031603

In the matter of the estate of
BARBARA C. BUTLER also known as 

BARBARA BUTLER and BARBARA CLARK 
BUTLER, Deceased. 

All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the Person-
al Representative or to Denver Probate Court of the
City and County of Denver, Colorado, on or before
May 16, 2015 or the claims may be forever barred.

DAVID BUTLER
Personal Representative
c/o HOLLAND & HART, LLP
P.O. Box 8749
Denver, CO 80201-8749

KAMI A. POMERANTZ, Esq. Atty. Reg. #25332
DESTA K. ASFAW, Esq. Atty. Reg. #43853
Attorney for the Personal Representative
HOLLAND AND HART, LLP
P.O. Box 8749
Denver, CO 80201-8749
Phone Number: (303) 295-8095
FAX Number: (303) 713-6273
E-mail: KPomerantz@hollandhart.com
E-mail: DKAsfaw@hollandhart.com
First Publication: January 16, 2015
Last Publication: January 30, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Case No. 14PR30983

Division 21 Courtroom 21
In the matter of the estate of

FRANCIS L. JUNK, Deceased. 
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the Person-
al Representative or to District Court of Arapahoe,
County, Colorado, on or before May 23, 2015 or
the claims may be forever barred.

PATRICIA M. CONGLETON
Personal Representative
5177 S. Perry Street
Littleton, Colorado 80123

BONNIE BELL BOND, Esq. Atty. Reg. #: 14923
Attorney for the Personal Representative
Law Office of Bonnie Bell Bond
5613 DTC Parkway Suite 1200
Phone Number: 303-770-0926
FAX Number: 303-770-9685
E-mail: bonnie@bellbondlaw.com
First Publication: January 16, 2015
Last Publication: January 30, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

NOTICE OF HEARING BY PUBLICATION 
PURSUANT TO § 15-10-401,C.R.S. 

Case No. 15PR4
Division 1, Courtroom 300

In the Interests of: LUZ HERNANDEZ
To: MAX HERNANDEZ,
Last Known Address, if any: 3171 W. Evans Ave.
Denver, CO 80219. 
A hearing on petition for guardianship of a minor
will be held at the following time and location or at
a later date to which the hearing may be continued:

Date: March 2, 2015
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Courtroom or Division: 300
Address: 1437 Bannock Street, 
Denver, Colorado

JACOB ROBERTSON
Person Giving Notice
3171 W. Evans Ave
Denver, CO 80219
First Publication: January 16, 2015
Last Publication: January 30, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

SHERIFF’S NOTICE OF SALE 
To whom it may concern: This Notice is given with
regard to the deed of trust described hereinbelow.
Sheriff’s Foreclosure Sale No. 0199594 was com-
menced in the office of the undersigned Sheriff
pursuant to that certain Order Granting Motion for
Entry of Default Judgment, Decree and Order for
Sheriff’s Sale (“Judgment and Decree”) entered on
November 22, 2014 by the District Court of the
County of Denver, Colorado, in Civil Action No.
2014CV30950, Collegiate Peaks Bank v. Louik
Holdings LLC, et al. to foreclose the deed of
trust described as follows (“Deed of Trust”):
Original Grantor(s): Edward B. Needell 
Original Beneficiary: Collegiate Peaks Bank 
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt Secured by
Deed of Trust: Collegiate Peaks Bank 
Date of Deed of Trust: February 1, 2013 
County of Recording: Denver 
Recording Date of Deed of Trust: March 12, 2013
Recording Information: Reception No. / Book No.
and Page No. Reception No. 2013035678 
Original Principal Balance: $167,655.00 
Outstanding Principal Balance: $186,916.96 
Pursuant to C.R.S. §38-38-101(4)(i), you are
hereby notified that under the Judgment and
Decree, which is the subject Evidence of Debt,
I am ordered to sell the property more specifi-
cally described as follows: 
Condominium Unit 5, Windhorse Condominiums
According to Condominium Map, Thereof Record-
ed June 20, 2006, at Reception No. 2006096619,
And as Defined and Described in the Condo-
minium Declaration of the Windhorse Condomini-
ums, Recorded June 20, 2006 at Reception No.
2006096618, as Amended, City and County of Den-
ver, State of Colorado which is also known by street
and number as 2389 South High Street # 5, Den-
ver, Colorado 80210 (“Property”)
WHICH IS ALL OF THE PROPERTY CURRENT-
LY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED
OF TRUST.
THE LIEN BEING FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE
A FIRST LIEN.
As of December 17, 2014, the outstanding bal-
ance due and owing pursuant to the Judgment
and Decree is $189,916.96

NOTICE OF SALE
THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that I will at
public auction at 10:00 a.m. on March 19, 2015
on the front steps of the City and County Building
located at 1437 Bannock Street, Denver, Col-
orado; phone number 720-865-9556, sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash, the Property
and all interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’
heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness evidenced by the Judgment
and Decree secured by the Deed of Trust, plus
attorneys’ fees, expenses of sale, and other items
allowed by law, and will deliver to the purchaser a
Certificate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
**Bidders are required to have cash or certified
funds to cover their highest bid at the time of the
sale. Certified funds are payable to the Registry of
the Denver County District Court. 
First Publication: January 23, 2015
Last Publication: February 20, 2015
Name of Publication: Intermountain Jewish News

NOTICE OF RIGHTS
YOU MAY HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE PROPER-
TY, OR HAVE CERTAIN RIGHTS OR SUFFER
CERTAIN LIABILITIES PURSUANT TO COL-
ORADO STATUTES AS A RESULT OF THE SUB-
JECT FORECLOSURE. YOU MAY HAVE THE
RIGHT TO REDEEM THE PROPERTY OR YOU
MAY HAVE THE RIGHT TO CURE A DEFAULT
UNDER THE DEED OF TRUST BEING FORE-
CLOSED. A COPY OF SAID STATUTES, AS SUCH
STATUTES ARE PRESENTLY CONSTITUTED,
WHICH MAY AFFECT YOUR RIGHTS, IS
ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE. HOWEVER, YOUR
RIGHTS MAY BE DETERMINED BY PREVIOUS
STATUTES.
The name, address and telephone number of the
attorneys representing the legal holder of the evi-
dence of debt are as follows:
PITLER AND ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
10800 E. Bethany Drive, Suite 250, 
Aurora, Colorado 80014
303-758-2221
Robert L. Pitler #1139 
Kristen M. Tarrin #37974 
THE ATTORNEYS LISTED ABOVE ARE ACTING
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR AND ARE ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION

PROVIDED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE.

Elias Diggins, Sheriff
City and County of Denver, Colorado
By: Deputy Sheriff Sergeant T. Havens

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Case No. 2015PR30034

In the matter of the estate of
MARILYN JOAN LEARY BALKOVATZ also

known as MARILYN JOAN BALKOVATZ, aka
MARILYN J. BALKOVATZ, Deceased. 

All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the Person-
al Representative or to Denver Probate Court of the
City and County of Denver, Colorado, on or before
May 24, 2015 or the claims may be forever barred.

WILLIAM M. BALKOVATZ, JR.
Personal Representative
9940 Candlewood Lane
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

STEPHEN L. BROWN, P.C. 
BRIAN M. TAYLOR, Attorney at Law Atty. Reg. #46501
Attorney for the Personal Representative
19590 E. Mainstreet, Suite 107
Parker, CO 80138
Phone Number: 303-841-2458
FAX Number: 720-367-5447
E-mail: brian@slbrownlaw.com
First Publication: January 23, 2015
Last Publication: February 6, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Case No. 2015PR30027

In the matter of the estate of
LAVERNE T. RAMIREZ a/k/a LAVERNE TILLIE
RAMIREZ, LaVerne T. RAMIREZ and LaVerne

RAMIREZ, Deceased. 
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the Person-
al Representative or to Denver Probate Court of the
City and County of Denver, Colorado, on or before
June 1, 2015 or the claims may be forever barred.

BRENDA K. FERRELL
Personal Representative
3841 W. Saratoga Avenue
Littleton, CO 80123

SUSAN R. HARRIS, Esq. Atty. Reg. #12308
BARBARA TOCKER ROSS, Esq. Atty. Reg. #36141
Attorney for the Personal Representative
SUSAN R. HARRIS & ASSOCIATES, LLC
5600 Greenwood Plaza Blvd., Suite 255
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
Phone Number: (303) 741-4776
FAX Number: (303) 741-4669
E-mail: suzy@srhassoc.com
E-mail: barbara@srhassoc.com
First Publication: January 23, 2015
Last Publication: February 6, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Case No. 2015PR30056

In the matter of the estate of
STEVEN LEONARD KATZ, Deceased. 

All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the Person-
al Representative or to Denver Probate Court of the
City and County of Denver, Colorado, on or before
May 25, 2015 or the claims may be forever barred.

DEBRALIN KATZ
Personal Representative
Attn: Megan Murphy
1601 Blake Street, Suite 310
Denver, CO 80202

MEGAN MURPHY, Esq. Atty. Reg. #:47464
Attorney for the Personal Representative
1601 Blake St. Ste 310
Denver, CO 80202
Phone Number: 303-534-4317
FAX Number: 303-534-4309
E-mail: mm@hackstafflaw.com
First Publication: January 23, 2015
Last Publication: February 6, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

NOTICE OF SALE
The following individuals are hereby notified that their
vehicles are to be sold at Wyatt's, Lone Star and
Boulder Valley Towing abandoned vehicle sale:
Address: 5130 Brighton Boulevard, Denver, CO 80216,
Phone; (303) 777-2448. **Sale Date; 01/30/2015: 
STOCK YEAR MAKE/MODEL VIN
7748 1998 Chevy Sportvan 132690
7650 2001 Ford Explorer B97960
7726 2004 Ford Freestar B28985
7562 1995 Honda Civic 017900
7603 1994 Honda Accord 033531
7558 2002 Lexus RX300 247628
7560 2002 Mistubishi Eclipse 034882
7750 2000 Pontiac Grand Am 805962
7724 1997 Toyota Camry 120370
7771 2001 VW Jetta 096282
Date of Publication: January 30, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

NOTICE OF SALE
Aaliyah’s Towing & Recovery will sell or dispose of
these vehicles at 9:00 AM on January 30, 2015:
YEAR/MAKE/MODEL VIN#
1980 Suzuki 550cc 125304
1997 Honda Accord 140354
2004 Lincoln LS 610710
1998 Subaru Outback 612939
1988 Ford Econoline B37076
2002 Chevy Camaro 157354
1991 Honda Civic 041030
1994 GMC Tahoe 735915
2001Chevy S10 113104
2012 Nissan Sentra 670649

Aaliyah’s Towing & Recovery
4800 Washington St.

Denver, CO 80216
(720) 842-9000

Date of Publication: January 30, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

NOTICE OF SALE
Nationwide Towing & Recovery Inc., 1919 W.
Stanford Ave., Englewood CO 80110 (720) 422-3746: 
STOCK# YEAR/MAKE/MODEL VIN#
P143 1995 Cadillac Eldorado 2 Dr. 620063
Date of Publication: January 30, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Case No. 14PR30713

In the matter of the estate of
JOYCE FRANCES DIMOND, Deceased. 

All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the Person-
al Representative or to District Court of Arapahoe
County, Colorado, on or before May 31, 2015 or
the claims may be forever barred.

EVELYN WILLIAMS
Personal Representative
2209 W. Milford Place
Spokane, Washington 99201

L.D. BROWN, Atty. Reg. #17409
HELEN E. ARNOLD, Atty. Reg. #6312
Attorney for the Personal Representative
L.D. BROWN, P.C.
7625 W. 5th Ave., #200D
Lakewood, CO 80226
Phone: 303-233-4200
FAX: 303-865-3119
Email: hea@ldbpc.com
First Publication: January 30, 2015
Last Publication: February 13, 2015
Published: Intermountain Jewish News

2005 from Page 17

ATHENS (JTA) — Panos
Kammenos, a right-wing
politician who said Jews don’t
pay taxes, was appointed the

defense minister of Greece.
Kammenos, who heads the ultra-

nationalist Independent Greeks,was
appointed to the post in the new gov-
ernment on Tuesday, Jan. 27, after
joining the coalition of the newly
elected far-left Syriza party, which
won handily in Sunday’s national
elections.

While the parties are far apart on
most issues, they are united by a
common rejection of the harsh terms
imposed on Greece in the financial
bailout.

Kammenos drew condemnation
from Greece’s Jewish community
in December after he said on tele-
vision that Greek Jews don’t pay
taxes — a remark denied publicly
by a government official, who called
it “conspiracy theories, lies and slan-
der” that had become a part of “the

dark side of the Internet.”
As defense minister, Kammenos

will oversee the military ties with
Israel that have become much clos-
er in recent years.

Even considering the taxes state-
ment, he is still likely to be more
pro-Israel than the Syriza law-
makers, who have taken part in
protests against Israel, with some
even participating in the flotillas
to Gaza.

Conspiracy theories are rife in
Kammenos’ ultranationalist party,
which frequently blames outsiders
for the economic woes befalling
Greece.

A recent ADL poll found that anti-
Semitic stereotypes are widespread
in Greece and that the country
had the highest percentage of anti-
Semitic views in Europe.

In the elections, the neo-Nazi Gold-
en Dawn party retained its posi-
tion as the third-largest party in
Greece.

Politican: ‘Jews don’t pay
taxes’ tapped for cabinet

TEL AVIV (JTA) — The recon-
struction of Gaza following
last summer’s war has been
halted because almost none of

the pledged funding has been
received.

UNRWA,the UN agency in charge
of Palestinian refugees, made the

announcement Tuesday, Jan. 27,
about the $5.4 billion pledged by coun-
tries at a Gaza aid conference in Octo-
ber. During the war between Israel
and Hamas in Gaza, some 100,000
Palestinian homes were destroyed.

“The agency has exhausted all
funding to support repairs and rental
subsidies,” UNRWA said in a state-
ment, according to the French news
agency AFP.The statement called the
situation “distressing and unac-
ceptable. It is unclear why this
funding has not been forthcoming.”

Since the war, UNRWA said it
has paid out $77 million to 66,000
Palestinians for the rebuilding of
homes, an amount the agency said
is “wholly insufficient.”

Rebuilding halted
for lack of funds

100,000 Palestinian
homes were
destroyed
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Editorial
Rabbi Israel Rosenfeld, 1928-2015

Rabbi Israel Rosenfeld died 70
years, minus one day, from the date
of his liberation from Auschwitz,
about which he never ceased speak-
ing.He wore his pain on his tattooed
arm and on his sleeve; he never got
over the fact that he had gone
through so much with his father in
Auschwitz, only to see him sent to
his death near Birkenau just before
the end of the war. The Holocaust
haunted Rabbi Rosenfeld. He cried
easily. He did not hide his emo-
tions or his thoughts, did not keep
them bottled up inside.Just the oppo-
site.

The strange thing is, whenever
one left Rabbi Rosenfeld after he
had shared his pain, seemingly as
sharp as the day it was inflicted,
one left not depressed, not defeat-
ed, not “down.” One left moved by
the example of a person who had
overcome.

Here was a person who, after lib-
eration, was but a teenager, 16 years
old, very ill, alone. Yet, he came
back. He did not let his personal
losses and his life in hell defeat
him. He married his beloved Tova
and, with her, raised a family. He
became a leading and indeed a pio-
neering educator in his generation,
and in a foreign culture, no less.
He mastered English. He rose to
the position of teacher and then
principal of Hillel Academy, posi-
tions he filled for a quarter of a cen-
tury. His restless mind was always

searching for new and better ways
to reach students, and this led
him to write textbooks — over 15
textbooks! — used around the coun-
try to this day. And so, even when
he shared his anguish, the exam-
ple of what he had become left
one . . . uplifted.

It is impossible to calculate the
number of children he touched
over the course of his long career.
He inspired. He connected. He had
that elusive, intangible quality that
separates the average or even the
good teacher from the truly excep-
tional one. And it was more than
the children, as if that were not
enough. He became a pedagogic
expert. He became sought after as
far away as Israel to teach teach-
ers. It was not only the number of
children he reached directly, but
all the other students that the teach-
ers he taught have reached,and con-
tinue to reach.

Amazingly, melded into his inten-
sity was gentleness and friendliness.
With people he had a light touch.
It was not just that this victim of
Auschwitz did not play the victim.
It was not just that he went on to
accomplish what so many talk about,
and so few actually do: transmit the
tradition to the next generation. It

was so much more. People remem-
ber Rabbi Rosenfeld for the good
feeling they left with after each
encounter with him. Friends and
former students inevitably found
much to admire in the way he wore
his learning lightly; the way he made
each person he came into contact
with feel important. For all of the
weight of his personal history, he
consistently came across as gentle,
sensitive, kind, vulnerable.

Rabbi Israel Rosenfeld graced this
community for some 50 years. Some
associate “charisma” with a power-
ful physique, a riveting voice, or
an entertaining mystique. Rabbi
Rosenfeld had a quiet charisma that
attracted students, whether chil-
dren or adults. He had the capaci-
ty to listen, to accept, and the
capacity to convey, to teach. He
was concerned for people. Rabbi
Rosenfeld’s charisma — warmth,
clarity, reaching out — left an inerad-
icable impact.

And not just on students in the
elementary school classroom. He
taught Talmud for adults on Shab-
bos afternoon for decades.He advised
schools near and far. He taught in
many other venues, formal and infor-
mal. He had that precious, propri-
etary sense of the genuine teacher:
Once you were his student,you were
his student forever. He left a per-
manent impact. Certainly the out-
pouring at his funeral was a sign
of this, but an incomplete one at
that. Countless students of his live
elsewhere,and as widespread as the
grief is in Denver over his passing,

it is but a part of the grief felt around
the world.

Humility prevented Rabbi Rosen-
feld from holding but the slightest
vision of how deep an imprint he
left. The many who were privi-
leged to know him, and to have been
taught by him, are blessed. He
was not only a teacher. He was a
role model. A presence.

A living example of the brutal
hate and harm wreaked on the Jew-
ish people in the 20th century, he
seemed to need no special effort or
occasion to communicate what he
had gone through, what it meant.
Even so, there was always some-
thing elusive about Rabbi Rosen-
feld. On the one side he had seen
things that no human being should
ever see. On the other side he had
seen teachers of Torah of a caliber
no one sees any longer. As much as
he taught, perhaps what he taught
above all is to keep probing the Jew-
ish tradition for its secrets, for nei-
ther he nor anyone else could convey
them in all their depth. Whenever
Rabbi Rosenfeld reflected on Jew-
ish history, it seemed that he knew
more than he was ever able to relate.

Our prayers are with him as the
Holy One, Blessed be He, Whom
he served with such faith and devo-
tion, and whose actions in history
left him so perplexed, ushers his
precious soul into eternity. His loss
is heavy. Our memories, heavy
indeed, are also light: buoyed by the
gentle touch, the twinkle in the
eye, the reservoir of knowledge,
the sweet song of our precious
Rabbi Israel Rosenfeld — the unlike-
ly immigrant from Chust, Czecho-
slovakia,who changed the trajectory
of Denver Jewry.

Eugene Weisberg, 
1919-2015

Old age, no doubt a blessing,
also runs a risk, amply illustrated
by Gene Weisberg, who died last
week at the age of 95. The risk is
that few will remember you with-
in the context in which you distin-
guished yourself. In the case of Gene
Weisberg, the risk is doubled in that
part of his greatness was the way
he sustained the business and the
charitable works of his father-in-
law, Henry Frankel — who deserves
to be remembered in his own right,
not just through the lens of his
son-in-law.

Gene Weisberg bestrode this com-
munity for decades as an exemplary
leader. His era was a time when it
was unusual for Jews to “break out,”
to get past the often silent barriers
of anti-Semitism that were no less
real for their subtlety. In a nod to
the pre-technology era  of the begin-
ning and middle of the last centu-
ry, Henry Frankel and Gene
Weisberg’s business was “Frankel
Carbon and Ribbon.” Ask a young
or even a middle-aged person today
what “carbon” and “ribbons” are and
you’re likely to get a blank look.
Yet it was business leadership in
the typewriter era that allowed
the Frankels, including Henry
Frankel’s daughter Beth and her
husband Gene, to exert the leader-
ship they did.

When the JCC was coming out
of its somnambulence on the old

West Side and setting the commu-
nity afire, so to speak, with its
sparkling new facility on the East
Side, where it stands today, it was
Gene Weisberg who was one of the
JCC presidents who made it hap-
pen.

When Green Gables Country Club
was in its heydey — when it was,
yes, a sports and social center, but
also a statement by the Jewish com-
munity that it would not be relegat-
ed to second-class citizenship via,
again, the silent anti-Semitism —
it was Gene Weisberg who was one
of its presidents.

Once upon a time General Rose
Memorial Hospital (now Rose Med-
ical Center and Rose Community
Foundation) was a major focus of
Jewish philanthropy, and Weis-
berg played a leading role there too.
Add to that his major roles in the
Allied Jewish Federation and Tem-
ple Emanuel.

And all this doesn’t touch on the
personal impact Weisberg made.His
family told the IJN that “Gene
was a remarkable man with a giant
personality and charisma. He
attracted celebrities and athletes
from every social scene . . . ” We
couldn’t put it better.

Gene Weisberg loved life and gave
amply to his community. He will
be sorely missed.

Memories of a living piece of history,
of a unique holy soul,

carry us forward.

Dry Bones 
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