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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 8 Nissan 5775, 
Shabbat Hagadol. We read the special Haftorah for 
today being the Shabbat immediately preceding 
Pesach. The Shabbat Hagadol Drashah will be given 
by Rabbi Davis at 6:00 p.m. entitled “THE MAJOR 
GENERATION GAP IN THE TORAH.” We omit Av 
HaRachamim. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 429 Hz) (p. 631 S) (p. 393 Hi) (p. 568 AS) 

TZAV     

Leviticus 6:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED) 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The first sacrifice offered every day was the daily 
communal offering, the Tamid, which was a whole-burnt 
Offering, an Olah. The last sacrifice of the day was also the 
Tamid that was supposed to be brought in the afternoon. All 
other sacrifices, be they public or private, had to be brought 
between these two daily Tamid sacrifices. Rabbi Yitzchak 
Yaakov Reines (1839-1915, Lithuania) taught that the 
essence of a person’s efforts should be on behalf of the 
public. It is not for an individual to concentrate most of his 
efforts to benefit himself and his family. Frequently he 
would ignore the needs of the community, favoring his own 
personal concerns, but according to the Torah, the first and 
last actions in a person’s daily routine should be for the 
sake of the community. The needs of the community should 
come before his own personal needs.  
 
2. When the Torah tells Moshe to “command Aharon…” 
(6:2) Rashi comments that this is an expression of 
encouragement – Zerizut. This offers a lesson to us for all 
situations, then and now. There is a particular need to give 
encouragement in general, but especially in the mitzvah 
world. Human nature is such that people are inspired by 
what is novel and uncommon, and tend to lose interest in 
events which occur with any regularity. Note the Bar 
Mitzvah boy when he is first introduced to his Tefillin at the 
time of his Bar Mitzvah. In the beginning stages of his 
routine he puts on Tefillin slowly, concentrating on the novel 
experience. He often feels himself rigid in his regimen 
because of the Tefillin. He is excited by the new mitzvah 
that he has but that novelty will wear off when he is putting 
them on every day. The exciting and new experience of 
Tefillin will be lost in the repetitive experience. There will be 
days in the future when he will put them on with very little 
concentration. It was for the same reason that the Torah 
encouraged Kohanim in the performance of a daily routine 
to maintain their intense excitement and zeal in observing a 
mitzvah long after the initial novelty wore off. We are not 
supposed to act like children in the sense of a novelty, but 
we are supposed to bring a sense of adult excitement to the 
special mitzvot that are given to us. Somebody once asked 
the Ari how he was able to reach very high spiritual levels in 
his short life. The Ari stated that it was because every day 
when he did a mitzvah he felt the excitement of that 
particular mitzvah. 

 

3. In today’s reading the same sacrifices that were 
discussed last week are introduced again but from the 
perspective of the Kohanim, those individuals who are 
administering the sacrifice of the individual. The order is 
different because we are engaging the Kohanim to 
understand the distinction between “Kodshei Kodashim,” 
the holier sacrifices, and “Kodashim Kalim.” The expression 
“Kodashim Kalim” is never used in the Torah but we 
understand that this sacrifice is on a lower level of holiness. 
This is specifically mentioned regarding the Shelamim, the 
thanksgiving offering. One of the unique levels of sanctity 
afforded to a sacrifice is its required specific location of the 
slaughtering ritual, as well as the consumption of the meat. 
With regard to the thanksgiving offering we find no mention 
of a special status of holiness, nor does the Torah insist on 
specific places for the slaughter, or the consumption of the 
meat. Whether the sacrifice is obligatory or voluntary is of 
no consequence to the Kohen. The difference between the 
level of Kedushah, of holiness, is critical for the Kohanim as 
the holier category contains more rigid guidelines and 
restrictions. 
  
4. “On the day that the sacrifice is made it shall be eaten, 
do not leave anything over until the morning” (7:15).  Our 
Sages deduce from this that the sacrifice which is offered 
on one day must be eaten before the following morning. 
This means that in the world of the Holy Temple the night 
belongs to the previous day. Normally we understand from 
the opening chapter of the Torah that the night belongs to 
the following day, but in the laws of the Beit HaMikdash the 
Torah Temimah points out that the day begins with the 
morning and extends through the night to the next morning. 
He added that there is one other instance in halachah 
where the night is considered part of the previous day. This 
is in regard to Birkat HaTorah where if one recited the 
brachah over learning Torah during the day he does not 
repeat it if he learned Torah during the following night. 
There is a relationship between these two situations of 
sacrifices at the Temple and learning Torah, but I leave that 
for your interpretation. (RED) 
 
5. The biblical prohibition of eating blood is explicitly 
stated in 7:26-27: “do not eat any blood, whether from a 
mammal or bird, no matter where you live.” The Talmud 
(Kretut 20b) asked whether the blood of a human is also 
prohibited. The answer is that the Torah does not prohibit 
human blood, but there is a Rabbinic prohibition against 
consuming human blood when it is separated from the 
body. Rashi explains that human blood looks like animal 
blood; and if consumed people might think that he is 
consuming animal blood. Consequently if a person is 
bleeding in the mouth he may swallow that blood since it is 
obvious to all that it is human blood. But what would happen 
if he bites into a piece of bread and at the time that he was 
bleeding left blood on the bread? Halachically he needs 
only to scrape off the blood, and he may eat the bread. A 
difference of opinion exists in the case of say a cut finger. 
May one put his finger to his mouth, in essence licking his 
wound, and yet per chance violate the Rabbinical 
prohibition against human blood? The Ben Ish Chai (19
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century Baghdad) writes against putting a cut finger into 
one’s mouth. 
 
 [An interesting Responsum was written about the 
following case: Leeches were used to “bleed” a sick person, 
as was the medical practice many years ago. After using 
leeches, they were placed in a bowl. Salt was placed upon 
the leeches, extracting the blood from the leeches. In this 
way they could re-use the leeches in short time. Now the 
human blood was being absorbed by the bowl. Is the bowl 
now treif?] 
 
6. Moshe was commanded to wash the innards and the 
legs of the sacrificed animal with water, and then he 
sacrificed the entire ram on the Altar. The Oznaim LaTorah 
says that here we derive an important lesson from Moshe in 
that one must be willing to perform even unpleasant tasks 
for the sake of a mitzvah. Many people are anxious to 
perform mitzvot only as long as they are not required to roll 
up their sleeves and do any “dirty work.” They would 
normally try to avoid assisting in matters that would require 
getting dirty, thereby considering their own dignity. Moshe 
Rabbeinu was not satisfied with merely sacrificing the 
animal and delegating the unpleasant task of cleaning the 
innards to another person. He did that part of the 
preparation himself. The Talmud is replete with cases of 
Amora’im, of insisting and performing most menial jobs for 
the sake of Shabbat (see Kiddushin 41a). The story is told 
about the Chofetz Chaim, who would go out and shovel 
snow leading to the Beit Midrash in Radin so that his 
students would not be inconvenienced. 
 
7. Did a Kohen wear Tefillin when performing the ritual 
service of the day in the Beit HaMikdash? (See Rambam 
Hilchot Klei HaMikdash 10:7) 
 
 

HAFTORAH SHABBAT HAGADOL 
(p. 1005 Hz) (p. 1197 S) (p. 965 Hi) (p. 1220 AS) 

MALACHI     

 
 This week's haftorah, the selection for Shabbat 
HaGadol, speaks of the eventual return of Eliahu Hanavi.  
This prophet, whose ascension to Heaven in a chariot of 
fire constitutes one of the most remarkable episodes in the 
entire Tanach, is the herald of the final redemption.  That 
redemption will also arrive amidst a conflagration.  "Behold, 
a day shall come which is fiery like a furnace."  (Malachi 
3:19) which will consume all evil doers and perpetrators of 
wickedness. Fire, we see, is like nuclear power.  Depending 
upon how it is harnessed and utilized, it can fuel the altar or 
devour what is flawed and imperfect.  Eliahu left this world 
in fire and will return to us in fire, teaching us the power and 
energy the Almighty has placed in creation for us to channel 
and use.  Keeping the fire glowing within its proper 
boundaries is part of our task until we realize the ultimate 
promise of our haftorah, "and he will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their sons and the hearts of sons to their fathers." 
 
 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 
 

 On Shabbat, it is prohibited to use a domestic 
dishwasher, even if it will be turned on by a time-switch 
which was set before Shabbat. One is not permitted to tell a 
non-Jew to use the dishwasher on Shabbat.  But one 
important halachah can be used to our advantage on 
Shabbat which is a leniency:  One is permitted to tell a non-
Jew to do something on Shabbat that you are permitted to 
do as well even though you know the non-Jew will do it in a 
non-Shabbat observant way.  For example, I am allowed to 
wash the Friday night dishes since I will need them for the 
Shabbat afternoon meal.  When I wash these dishes, I 
must do so in a Shabbat-conforming way:  not using the hot 
water from the faucet, not using a sponge, etc.  I may ask a 
non-Jew to wash those Friday night dishes for me, knowing 
that she may opt to do them with hot water and with a 
sponge. Similarly, I may tell a non-Jew to wash the dishes; 
and if she opts to use the dishwasher, that is up to her and I 
need not stop her.  This same law applies to asking a non-
Jew to slice the meat before the meal, and she may opt to 
use the electric knife or the slicing machine. Some Poskim 
concern themselves with the noise of these appliances; that 
the noise not interfere with the Shabbat/Yom Tov feeling of 
the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Week’s Question: 
Q: For what transgression does the whole-burnt offering 
(the Olah) atone?   
A:  The inadvertent failure to fulfill a positive 
commandment. 
 


