
"

SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 2 Adar 5775.   

 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE   
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TERUMAH     

Exodus 25:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED) 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

1. This sidrah begins with a lengthy description of the 
Mishkan/Tabernacle and the utensils. The last five sidrahs 
of this Chumash are primarily dedicated to the 
commandment of the construction of the Mishkan, and the 
Kohen’s vestments. However we understand the opinions 
of the Rabbis regarding whether the commandment to build 
the Mishkan precedes the sin of the Golden Calf or not, it is 
clear that there is a connection between the two. In my 
mind the Mishkan/Tabernacle is the antidote to the sin of 
the Golden Calf. Human beings are primarily physical and 
partially spiritual. It is virtually impossible for a human being 
to relate to something that is completely spiritual without 
having some means of the physical world to assist his 
efforts to relate to the spiritual entity. Perhaps this is what 
occurred in the debacle of the Golden Calf. Something 
physical is missing. So Hashem will initiate a physical 
presence among the people which will help them relate and 
connect to the Almighty. This is what the Mishkan and the 
Holy Temple would represent in the history of the people. 
How do we accomplish this when there is no Temple or 
Mishkan in our lives? Along the way Hashem has given us 
many of the physical trappings of religion so that our 
observance can transcend the physical world. Holding a 
Kiddush cup filled with wine and sanctifying a meal helps us 
in this endeavor. Even taking out the Sefer Torah, reading 
from it, and performing the Hagbah and Gelilah as part of 
the central portion of the service is extremely helpful for us 
to bridge the gap. Hence it is important to relate well to this 
commandment and its fulfillment in these five weeks that 
bring us closer to Pesach. (RED) 
 
2. The first of the utensils mentioned is the Ark which 
would house the Tablets of the Ten Commandments. In 
Hebrew it is called an Aron which comes from the same 
base as the word Or meaning light. This makes sense 
because we look at the contents of the Aron as Hashem’s 
gift of light to the world: the Torah. This Ark will also 
symbolize the Throne of Glory in Hashem’s domain. All the 
miracles that were performed for Bnei Yisrael in the desert 
were done through its merit. Therefore, wherever Bnei 
Yisrael went, the Ark preceded them. This Ark was carried 
with two poles and from between these two poles two fiery 
sparks emanated and killed all the venomous snakes and 
scorpions along the way. The sparks would also burn away 
any thorns and brambles, leaving Bnei Yisrael a safe, 
comfortable road along which to travel (Me’am Lo’ez). A 
most enigmatic part of the Ark was the cherubim, the two 
golden images of children with very large wings attached to 
their backs. These cherubim had to be made of the same 
block of gold that the Kaporet, the cover of the Ark, was 
made from. It could not be made as individual pieces and 

then soldered together. The other utensils such as the 
Menorah and Shulchan could be duplicated, and in fact 
were so in the construction of the Holy Temple, but not the 
cherubim. Only one set was permitted to be made and 
attached to the Ark. There was one cherub on each side of 
the Ark cover and they would have wings spread upward, 
above their heads. This made a very long and large 
wingspan. The upward reach of the wings would indicate 
the striving toward Heaven that human beings would make. 
Even though it has tremendous meaning and significance 
for the Jewish people, the Jewish people never saw these 
cherubim because they were in the Holy of Holies which 
was not in public view. Even the High Priest, the Kohen 
Gadol, never entered these premises except for on Yom 
Kippur. But the knowledge of their existence is supposed to 
be in our minds all the time even when we eat and drink 
and occupy ourselves in business. We should be forever 
striving to look upon the Almighty for guidance and 
protection. 
 
3. The Me’am Lo’ez was an encyclopedic commentary 
written on the entire Torah, inaugurated by Rav Yaakov Culi 
in Turkey. When he finished his commentary on 26:33 this 
was as far as he got before he died in 1732. It was his 
practice to write notes on each portion in a notebook and 
then go over it two or three times editing it and adding or 
deleting as necessary. Only when the finished product met 
his approval would he send it to be typeset. He did not have 
the opportunity to review his notes a second time on the last 
several chapters, 24, 25 and 26. Hence everybody was 
worried that maybe that section of the Me’am Lo’ez did not 
live up to the perfection of the preceding notes. From the 
next section on (26:34) it would have the commentary 
submitted by Rabbi Yitzchak Magriso of Turkey, the first of 
many rabbis who would continue this amazing project. 
 
4. Inside the Holy of Holies was the Ark, as mentioned 
before. Inside the Ark were the Tablets of the Ten 
Commandments. There were other items in the Holy of 
Holies that we know about through tradition. There was an 
urn with Mannah in it as testimony to these events for future 
generations. In addition there was the anointing oil that 
Moshe had made to anoint the Kohanim in the Tabernacle. 
Next to the Aron was the Staff of Aharon which had 
sprouted flowers and almonds (Numbers 17:25). The High 
Priest’s vestments were also kept there. The broken 
Tablets of the first set would be in the Holy of Holies as 
well. I believe in addition to this list was also the Torah 
scroll that Moshe had written himself, also right outside the 
Aron. 
 
5. This entire sidrah is puzzling to us on a different level. 
We live primarily in Exile, and we have no Mishkan or Holy 
Temple. There is no High Priest and there are no sacrifices. 
What good then does it do us to read about how the 
Mishkan was constructed? Why do we have to know how 
the beams and pillars were made and what their 
dimensions were, and how the priestly vestments were 
made? What use is it to us to know how the sacrifices were 
offered? There are no practical usages of these things 
today. If you are going to tell me that we need them to know 
how to do it in the future, it is really not necessary. The 



 

 

future construction of these utensils and the Holy Temple 
will come only when the Mashiach is here. And by definition 
the Mashiach will be the King and he will teach us how to 
make all these items and how to keep them. So our 
understanding of this portion and its intricacies are subject 
to the Mashiach’s review and endorsement. Without his say 
the future is not going to happen. Therefore this question 
remains: why read and study it if there is no application for 
this knowledge today? 
 
6. The poles that are in the Aron are never to be removed. 
They were used in the time of travel in the desert, but other 
than that they have no function. The Aron housed the Torah 
and epitomizes the highest level of sanctity in our world. But 
we were commanded never to remove the poles from their 
rings. Was this to make sure that the Aron was ready to 
travel if and when the Jewish people would be required to 
do so in the future, as suggested by the Chinuch? I look at 
it differently. I do not believe that the poles remained 
attached to the Ark in the Holy Temple for the purpose of a 
sudden journey. I think there is another message, and that 
is that the Torah itself is always portable. In the best 
scenario the Jewish people live in Eretz Yisrael surrounding 
Yerushalayim. However, ever since the destruction of the 
Temple over 2,000 years ago, the Jewish people have been 
extremely mobile. Jews live in all four corners of the world. 
When my wife and I were in Chile we met people whose 
parents had escaped from Hitler’s Holocaust. They 
managed to go to Chile. When we asked them why Chile, 
we expected to hear that they grabbed the visa that was 
offered to them, regardless of where it took them. In some 
cases the answer given was they wanted to go to the 
furthest region of the world away from Hitler’s Europe. 
Sometimes the existence of the Jewish people all over the 
world is not because there was business to be done, or 
there was an involvement of financial enterprise, but rather 
it was to escape and seek refuge in these outermost 
regions of civilization. Maybe the existence of the poles in 
the Aron was to teach us that the Jewish people would be 
quite mobile from time to time throughout history, and as 
such had to always remember the mobility of Torah. Torah 
scholarship is portable. And today, with the worldwide web, 
we see the ability to spread Torah through the world. (RED) 
 
 

HAFTORAH 
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KINGS I    ‘    

 
 The haftorah deals with the construction of the First 
Holy Temple under the leadership of King Solomon.  And it 
was 480 years from the Exodus from Egypt until the 
beginning of the building of the Beit HaMikdash in the first 
year of King Solomon’s reign. The term “and it was ” is 

normally looked upon by our Sages as a term denoting 
sadness and trouble (Megillah 10b).  The Talmud (ibid.) 
asks about this verse in our haftorah which describes the 
building of the Holy Temple, an event that is reason for joy 
and not sorrow.  The Talmud concedes that not all cases of 

 (and it was) are significant in noting trouble or sadness.  

The Midrash (Breishit Rabbah 42:3) is more insistent that 
this principle holds true.  The Daat Sofrim offers an 

explanation that validates the Talmudic principle and 
tarnishes this moment of happiness in the times of King 
Solomon.  It is sad to note that it took Bnei Yisrael 480 
years to fulfill a divine command to build the Holy Temple.  
Furthermore, the existence of the Temple did not have the 
proper effect on Bnei Yisrael.  Soon after its construction, 
the nation divided, and even those Jews loyal to the ritual 
worship were sacrificing on private altars ( ) and not 

going to the Holy Temple. 
 
 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 
 

BORER: SELECTING FOODS AND  
ARTICLES FOR USE ON SHABBAT 

 
 The melachah of Selecting generally applies when it is 
done in a way that one usually selects or sorts out things on 
weekdays.  It does not apply to choosing or selecting food 
and articles in the course of their normal use, if one meets 
the following conditions: 

 
1. One selects the food or the desired article from what is 

not desired. 
2. The selection is not done by means of an instrument or 

a utensil such as a sieve specially designed for that 
purpose. 

3. The food that is selected is intended for immediate 
consumption for the meal at hand, and the article 
selected is intended for immediate use, and not for use 
at some time in the future. 

 
All three conditions must exist to permit the act of Selection.  
For example, picking the seeds out of a piece of 
watermelon is prohibited on Shabbat.  It is a violation of 
condition #1 above, even though conditions 2 and 3 are 
fulfilled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Week’s Question: 
Q: How did Moshe conduct himself with Hashem during the 
40 days and nights vis-à-vis the Elders? 
A: Moshe fasted; the Elders ate and drank. 
 


