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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 29 Nissan 5775, the 
14

th
 day of the Omer, Erev Rosh Chodesh Iyar. We 

say the special Haftorah of “Machor Chodesh” 
because tomorrow is Rosh Chodesh. We bench Rosh 
Chodesh Iyar which will be tomorrow and Monday. 
The Molad, the re-appearance of the moon, will take 
place late Saturday night at 1:27 and 4 chalakim 
(about 13 seconds), Jerusalem time. We do say Av 
HaRachamim, since this prayer was composed for 
the martyrs of the Crusade period, most of whom 
were killed during the period of the Omer. 
 

Mazel Tov to Moshe Amar upon today’s celebration of 
his Bar Mitzvah. Mazel Tov to Moshe’s parents Yosef 
& Leah Amar and to the entire family. 
 

Mazel Tov to Benjamin Blaine upon today’s 
celebration of his Bar Mitzvah. Mazel Tov to 
Benjamin’s parents Ari & Simone Blaine and to the 
entire family. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE   
(p. 443 Hz) (p. 651 S) (p. 404 Hi) (p. 588 AS) 

SHEMINI   Leviticus 9:1 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The eighth day of the consecration ritual enabled 
Aharon and sons to assume their position of the ritual 
leadership as Kohanim. They took their positions on the 
final day of the week-long rituals when Moshe called upon 
Aharon and his sons and the elders of Israel (9:1). The 
Midrash points out that the elders of Israel in essence 
played an important role to validate the appointment of the 
Kohanim. We see in many places where these leaders 
were called upon to represent the nation. Even in the earlier 
time when Moshe stood by the Burning Bush, the Almighty 
told him to gather the elders of Israel. It was not just to give 
respect and honor to these elders but it represents a great 
deal more. It is essential to honor the elderly, and I say that 
not because of my having reached my 60’s. It is appropriate 
and deserving to give proper respect to the elderly of our 
community, even if they are not lay leaders of the board and 
the general membership. In the case of the Torah these 
elders were the community leaders and sat in the assembly 
of national importance. They would help establish the 
Sanhedrin and force the Talmudic redefinition of what a 
Zakein really means. The Zakein was not just determined 
by age but he was a person who acquired much wisdom as 
a result of life’s experiences. (RED) 
 
2. Part of the ritual for these Kohanim was to offer a goat 
as a sin offering (9:3). The Torat Kohanim explains that this 
goat came to atone for the sin of selling Yosef, at which 
time his brothers slaughtered a goat and dipped Yosef’s 
coat into it. This is not the only time that we find the sale of 
Yosef haunting the Jewish people. Remember the 
discussion in the Selichot of the Ten Martyred Rabbis at the 
hands of the Romans? When the rabbis sought to 
understand theologically why they merited such a cruel 
death it was determined that it was for the sin of selling 
Yosef. Is this a recurring theme that could be brought 

theologically whenever our rabbinic leadership so decides? 
Rav Zalman Sorotzkin felt that the sale of Yosef is the 
prime example of disunity among the Jewish people. Any 
time it was felt that the supreme test of unity was at the 
core of what was happening they pulled out the Yosef card, 
so to speak. The Mishkan, said Rav Sorotzkin, was to unify 
Bnei Yisrael and bring them closer to Hashem. Before they 
could achieve that unity they needed to be reminded of the 
sale of Yosef because that would motivate the people to 
strive for forgiveness of any national discord that it could 
have caused. Regarding the Ten Martyred Rabbis by the 
Romans, there, too, our Sages had discussed the sins that 
caused the loss of the Holy Temple, and a core situation 
would also be the lack of unity among the Jewish people. 
 
3. Nadav and Avihu, two sons of Aharon, are divinely 
executed because of their offering a non-prescribed ritual in 
the new Mishkan. It is unclear from the text as to what sin 
they actually committed. One of the suggested reasons for 
their death was the sin of entering the Mikdash after having 
consumed an intoxicating beverage. This would seemingly 
be unfair because the directive against entering under the 
influence is following their death. The Midrash seems to 
imply that it was expected of them to know that proper 
honor and respect to the Mikdash would prohibit their 
entering after imbibing. This brings up the question of 
whether a person should be held responsible for an act if 
they were not warned ahead of time. In judicial proceedings 
of the Sanhedrin there is a requirement to warn 
perpetrators of a crime of their sinful intentions before it is 
possible to execute them. Why is this not prescribed in 
Nadav and Avihu’s defense? When Cain killed Able was 
there a law already given to prohibit the act of murder? 
According to one Talmudic version, the seven Noahide laws 
were actually given to Adam and Eve and hence Cain 
should have known about it. But the easy reading of the text 
would indicate that he did not know because it was not 
spelled out clearly that such a prohibition existed. Certain 
prohibitions are expected, especially when God is the one 
who is judging and not man. Man might require one set of 
rules but God can hold us to a higher authority and a better 
system of His judgment. Nadav and Avihu should have 
known better! 
 
4. Another interpretation that our Sages offer is that they 
were arrogant. There were many women who were 
unmarried and they sustained their bachelorhood through 
years of maturity. According to the Midrash they looked 
around them and saw that Moshe was the king and he was 
married. Their uncle Nachshon was the prince of the tribe 
of Yehudah. Their father was the Kohen Gadol, the High 
Priest. They realized that they came from probably the most 
Yichus, the highest degree of religious and national 
pedigree that anybody possessed in the entire nation. They 
could have rationalized, says the Midrash, “what woman is 
worthy of this family and for us as heirs to religious and 
national leadership.” The Midrash leaves this as a 
suggestion and invites us to discuss that challenge. Today 
we have a challenge of an overwhelming number of Jewish 
singles throughout our community, here and elsewhere. 
What has caused our problem and what we can do about it 
are subjects of prolonged discussion. There already are 
many efforts being made to assist younger people to find 
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their spouses, and we are involved in that endeavor in our 
community. We can only offer them encouragement and 
assistance so they can understand the importance of 
marriage and family life. (RED)  
 
5.  Another Midrash that discusses Nadav and Avihu 
seems to imply that the fire that consumed the brothers was 
actually the Angel of Death, which comes to teach us that 
the death of these two Kohanic princes was a source of 
pain to Hashem. These sons of Aharon were beloved and 
completely righteous, says the Midrash. In such a situation 
the Midrash is really telling us that their death might be 
beyond the scope of our ability to properly understand why 
Hashem felt it was necessary for them to die. In years past I 
would find the Midrash to be unacceptable. In the post-
Holocaust era this Midrash takes on special meaning 
because, more than half a century later, we still cannot 
comprehend the divine judgment that allowed six million 
Jewish people to die in the Holocaust. The Shoa is 
commemorated each year worldwide, and especially in our 
community where we have accepted the principle that we 
need to remember the events of the Holocaust and never 
forget the brutality that destroyed European Jewry. What 
occurred in Europe in the mid-20

th
 century parallels 

theologically the destruction of both Holy Temples in 
Yerushalayim. As we see the dwindling numbers of 
survivors it behooves us to increase the position that the 
Holocaust has in our community because it is the recent 
history of this event that requires our ability to make sure 
that a remembrance of the Shoa is not dependent upon the 
eye-witnesses that are becoming increasingly scarce. Each 
year on a Shabbat like this one is the time that we turn the 
corner from the Holocaust to Yom Ha’atzmaut, the rebirth of 
Israel under Jewish rule. It is not to say that they are linked 
theologically, but they are linked chronologically. The history 
of one goes to help us bring forward the history of the 
second. The modern State of Israel comes as a comfort 
and consolation to the great losses that we suffered, and 
also brings us nationally to move from sadness to joy. 
Hashem should note that we recognize the sacrifices that 
were brought at the altars of Europe and that we as a 
nation can begin to thrive once again in the joy of 
observance of Hashem’s Torah. (RED) 
 
6. “And this you shall eat … And the swine …” (11:4,7).  
Our Sages say (Shabbat 155) “there is no animal poorer 
than the dog, and there is none wealthier than the Chazir.”  
The Pardes Yosef explains homiletically that the Kalba 
refers to those Mitzvot associated with dogs – Lashon Hara, 
Rechilut, and other forbidden speech. [The Gemara in 
Pesachim 118 says that one who utters Lashon  Hara 
deserves to be cast to the dogs.]  The Chazir symbolizes 
the prohibition of eating products which are derived from 
swine.  This being the case, we can understand the 
meaning of the Talmud: There is no Mitzvah which is as 
strictly adhered to as the prohibition of eating Chazir – 
many people who are removed from Yiddishkeit often avoid 
eating pork and ham.  On the other hand, there is no 
Mitzvah which is as neglected as the prohibition of speaking 
Lashon Hara.  Unfortunately, even people who are 
generally observant of other Mitzvot, occasionally allow 
themselves the liberty of speaking Lashon Hara and the like 
which contain countless prohibitions. 

 

7. Which of the following animals are kosher? (a) 
Buffalo. (b) Giraffe. (c) Antelope. (d) Peacock. (e) Honey 
from the bee. (f) Human Milk. (g) Llama. (h) Seagull. (i) 
Sturgeon. 

 
HAFTORAH 

(p. 948 Hz) (p. 1189 S) (p. 933 Hi) (p. 1207 AS) 
MACHOR CHODESH (Samuel I 20:18-42) 

 

 The brotherly love that exists between Jonathan and 
David is strong and unique. The uniqueness is because 
Jonathan had good reason to fear and detest David. Were 
it not for David’s meteoric rise, Jonathan should logically 
become the next king after Shaul. Jonathan accepts David 
as Shaul’s eventual successor and desires only to be 
David’s brother. Because of Shaul’s determination to kill 
David, Jonathan and David had to part company, and the 
tears flowed (v. 41)  until David exceeded (i.e. 

Hertz quotes most of the commentators who felt that David 
was overwhelmed with tears at the time of separation. 
Hirsch interprets the statement that David controlled himself 
first. Jonathan was the one devastated by their separation 
and his father’s hatred for David.) 
 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 
 

 There is a Shabbat prohibition of Molid, which is 
creating a new entity. Under this prohibition it is forbidden to 
transform an item from solid to liquid form, or vice versa, for 
by doing so one produces a new object. Freezing and 
defrosting liquids on Shabbat is subject to this prohibition. 
There is a difference between manually bringing about the 
new state of the object (crushing ice or rubbing ice 
manually to defrost the ice cubes is prohibited) and causing 
the change indirectly (placing ice cubes in a glass and they 
melt at room temperature is permitted). Putting ice in a 
drink is certainly permissible. Putting leftover chicken soup 
in the freezer is a questionable practice on Shabbat. Some 
authorities prohibit this practice; others, like myself, permit it 
since it is still an indirect causing of a new state and not a 
manual direct act. Taking a frozen can of juice concentrate 
out of the freezer, adding water or seltzer, and mixing it, 
causing the frozen concentrate to melt, is permitted since it 
is being mixed in a liquid. Manually crushing the 
concentrate to melt it is prohibited as is placing it near the 
blech to hasten the melting process. 
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