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SHABBAT SHALOM.   Today is 1 Mar Cheshvan 

5775, Rosh Chodesh.  We include Ya’aleh V’Yavo 

and chant Hallel.  We read from two Sifrei Torah 

and the special Haftorah for Shabbat Rosh 

Chodesh.  The Mussaf is the Atta Yatzarta 

rendition.  We omit Av HaRachamim. 

 

Mazel Tov to Adam Ditchek upon today’s 

celebration of his Bar Mitzvah. Mazel Tov to 

Adam’s parents Jordan & Tammy Ditchek, and to 

the entire family. 

 
TORAH DIALOGUE  

(p. 26 Hz) (p. 34 S) (p. 34 Hi) (p. 30 AS) 

NOACH         
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

 The yahrzeit for the Abravanel was this past week; 

so I offer from his commentary on this week’s parsha. 

 

1. Hashem directed Noach to build an Ark.  The text 

says that it was made out of gopher wood.  This wood 

had to have been very strong and water resistant.  The 

Abravanel felt that it was balsa wood, which is very light 

and buoyant.  The Ark itself had to be divided into 

compartments.  It would be separated into different 

levels and sections.  These in turn would be divided into 

smaller rooms.  In this manner all the animals would be 

able to be kept separate.  A ship is usually built wide on 

top and narrow on the bottom.  This Ark however was 

built just the opposite; 50 cubits wide on the bottom and 

just 1 cubit wide on top.  The top of the Ark therefore 

was very much like a pitched roof so that the waters of 

the Flood would run off easily. 

 

2. Some say that Noach himself took care of the wild 

beasts.  Shem was in charge of domestic animals; Cham 

over the birds; and Yephet over reptiles.  All of them 

shared in caring for the other creatures.  For twelve 

months they had to remain among wild beasts and 

snakes.  One may logically ask what carnivorous beasts 

such as lions ate while they were in the Ark.  But when 

no meat is available, even carnivores can be induced to 

eat specially prepared vegetarian foods.  The Abravanel 

points out that there was a decree from God that even 

carnivores be vegetarians in order to make them less 

ferocious.  There is a different opinion whereby the 

contention is made that carnivorous animals were 

sustained by a special radiation that God had prepared 

for this purpose.  This is a Midrashic interpretation 

brought down in the Talmud.  The story was related that 

Avraham’s servant Eliezer met Shem, the son of Noach, 

and asked him about life in the Ark.  Shem had replied: 

“It was very, very hard.  Some animals would eat only by 

day, while others would feed in the middle of the night, 

and in all twelve months that we were in the Ark we 

never got to close our eyes.” 

 

3. God made promises to Noach when he left the Ark 

for a very important reason.  When Noach and his 

children left the Ark they looked out and saw the entire 

world destroyed.  It was desolate and empty with 

nothing left standing.  They began to weep as they gazed 

on this cataclysm.  They had themselves suffered during 

the Flood and had lost many friends and relatives.  They 

had three major concerns.  First, since only Noach and 

his family had survived they were very much afraid of 

the wild animals.  They were vastly outnumbered by the 

animals and susceptible to the pack.  Second, they were 

afraid that they would not have food to eat.  The earth 

was completely desolate.  Not a single plant or tree had 

survived the Flood.  Even though Noach had taken along 

all kinds of seeds in the Ark to replenish the world, they 

would require time to grow.  They were therefore in great 

danger of starvation.  The Abravanel points out that the 

divine permission to eat meat was a necessity in order to 

avoid starvation since there was no vegetation life to 

feed off of.  The third concern that Noach and his family 

had was about strife among the brothers.  There was 

fear that one might kill another like Cain killed Abel, 

since there were no authorities to instill respect for law 

and order.  Therefore all the survivors decided not to 

have any children.  God told them not to worry about 

these three things, that all had been taken care of.  Now 

they would be able to be fruitful, multiply, have children, 

forget about the past, and develop the future. 

 

4. With the Flood, nature seemed to change.  The 

Chatam Sofer explains the defect which occurred in the 

creation in the period after the Flood.  The people in the 

generation of the Flood sinned because they were bored 

and had nothing to do.  They did not have to labor in 

planting crops and raising children.  Now the Holy One, 

blessed be He imposed upon mankind the cares of the 

world.  People now must sow and reap, and “they will 

not rest.”  They will not yawn because of excessive 

boredom.  They will therefore not sin and indeed Noach 

immediately began to live according to the new order of 

things (9:20).  “And Noach, the man of the earth, began 

and planted a vineyard.”  The Malbim claims that our 

Sages saw three basic changes in nature.  Until the 

Flood, people had to sow once every 40 years.  Now they 

had to work all the time.  Secondly, until then the sun 

circled the equator and it was always warm and light.  

Now there were seasons in the year, with all the effects 

on Man’s nature and health.  Thirdly, from then on 

people no longer had the opportunity to rest; they would 

not be free to do whatever they wanted. 

 

5. The Torah takes the opportunity to describe 

Shem’s saintliness.  Although he had many children and 

grandchildren, the only one whom he really loved was 

Eber, since this great-grandson was a saint who studied 

God’s law.  (The Torah therefore says that even though 

“to Shem sons were also born,” the most important 

thing to him was the fact that “he was the ancestor of all 

Eber’s descendants.”)  Among his brothers, he liked only 

Yephet, who was good and God-fearing, not the wicked 
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Cham and his children.  The Abravanel points out that it 

was as if he had no children other than Eber, whom he 

loved as a son, and no brothers other than Yephet.  We 

note that in those times people used to give their 

children original names rather than naming them after 

their grandparents as people do today.   

 

6. In telling the story of the Tower of Babel, the Torah 

wished to explain the reason why there are a multitude 

of languages today, although Adam was born alone.  No 

doubt there was a failure in civilization and Hashem 

directed the people to become separated and many 

languages were developed immediately.  The Abravanel 

points out that the expression that they traveled “from 

the east” meant that they moved away from the ancient 

days of old.  The type of government that existed was 

evil and forbidden, yet the Torah never prohibited it.  The 

Abravanel says, “When Hashem saw that Adam and all 

his descendants had immersed themselves in all the 

lusts for luxury, and had defiled themselves with them, 

He did not forbid His people… but encouraged the 

Children of Israel to behave in those matters with justice 

and in a proper manner, not in a despicable manner.”  In 

any event, the purpose of the world according to the 

Abravanel is for it to be as it was before, before Man 

ruined it by progress and by building the city and the 

Tower.  The ruination of mankind by making technology 

into a god is also seen in the words of our Sages in the 

Midrash that at the time of the generation of the 

separation “if a man fell and died no-one would pay 

attention to it, whereas if a single brick fell they would sit 

and cry exclaiming when will there be another like it.”  

Technology, which was created to serve mankind, 

appeared as a goal, upon whose altar man was to be 

sacrificed, and that was the failure of this post-Flood 

generation. 

 

7. We pose now one of the questions that the 

Abravanel poses for us to consider:  Why is there such 

emphasis on the idea of 40 days; that there was rain for 

40 days?  Why was there rain constantly day and night 

for 40 days and then a repetition of this concept of 40 

days two more times in the narrative?   

  

MAFTIR  
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 “And I will establish a distinctive sign amongst them 
and will send refugees to the nations …to Greece …and 

they will inform the nations of my Glory.”  (v.19)  Greece 

is mentioned in this verse, and Greece holds a special 

place in Jewish literature.  According to Hirsch, when 

Noach blessed Yephet (Noach’s son) in today’s sidrah, 

he says  May God expand Yephet.”  

(9:27) This expansion, according to Hirsch, was to be 

primarily in a psychological sense; therefore, the word 

denotes expansion and enlargement of the mind.  

Noach’s blessing would then be that Yephet’s 

descendants would have great intellectual 

accomplishments. Since Greece (Yavan) descended 

from Yephet, this would allude to Greek philosophy.  But 

this intellectual and physical beauty that Greece would 

possess is not the highest form of culture.  The task of 

Shem’s descendants, namely Israel, would be to lead 

Yephet (Greece) to the height of man’s calling: to teach 

human affairs and conditions by following God’s 

prescriptions.  The Greek culture is therefore only a 

preliminary preparation for the Israelite teaching of the 

kingdom of God on earth. 

 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 

SHABBAT CANDLES 

 

 The obligation to light candles is fulfilled with the 

kindling of a single candle.  However, the general 

custom is to light at least two candles.  The reason for 

this is that the mitzvah of Shabbat was given in two 

commandments, the first (Remember the Shabbat 

day, Exodus 19:8), and the second   (Guard the 

Shabbat day, Deut. 5:12). To symbolize both these 

commandments, we light two candles.  Some have the 

custom to light an additional candle for each child.  The 

Mishnah Berurah mentions that some have the custom 

of lighting seven candles (corresponding to the seven 

days of the week) or ten candles (corresponding to the 

Ten Commandments).  In neither of these two latter 

cases need the candles be lit all together in the same 

place, but may be spread out in the room.  Once a 

woman takes upon herself a custom of lighting more 

than two candles, she should keep lighting at least that 

number each week.  However, if a woman goes away 

from her home for Shabbat, she need not light her 

customary number of candles, but may conform to the 

general custom of lighting just two candles. 

  

TORAH DIALOGUE SPONSORED BY 

NORMAN & ARLENE DITCHEK 

IN HONOR OF THEIR GRANDSON 

ADAM DITCHEK’S BAR MITZVAH 


