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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 10 Tammuz 5775. 

We can still say Kiddush Levanah tonight, if not 

done last week. 

 

 
TORAH DIALOGUE  

(p. 652 Hz) (p. 898 S) (p. 584 Hi) (p. 838 AS) 

CHUKAT      

Numbers 19:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED) 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. However difficult it is to understand the ritual of 

the Red Heifer, it is actually just as difficult to 

comprehend the entire concept of Tum'ah v'Tahara, 

purity and impurity.  At the end of Hilchot Mikva'ot, the 

Rambam writes a paragraph that is revealing, and is 

to be considered quite profound since he includes it 

in his Code of Jewish Law:  It is quite clear that (laws 

of) impurity and purity are derived from the Scriptural 

text and are not laws that a human being would have 

invented. As such they are statutes (chukim.)  

Similarly is the immersion to be considered a chok – 

statute.  Impurity is not dirt that can be washed away 

with water.  It is a scriptural law that depends upon 

the person's kavanah – his heartfelt intention.  

Consequently our Sages say (Chagigah 19a): If a 

person immerses himself in a Mikveh without any 

intention of becoming purified, it is considered as if 

he did not immerse himself at all.  And even though 

these laws are all scriptural and no explanation is 

revealed to us, nevertheless we see a hint in the 

following.  Just as a person who concentrates upon 

his becoming pure – since he immerses himself, he 

becomes pure even though nothing has physically 

changed on his body; similarly does a person 

concentrate on purifying his soul from spiritual 

defilement caused by evil thoughts and ideas.  Once 

he decides to part from these evil thoughts and brings 

his soul to spiritual knowledge, he becomes pure.... 

may Hashem in His great mercy purify us from all sin.  

Amen.       

                                           

2. The punishment for Moshe and Aharon was 

clearly stated by God:  They were not to bring the 

Jewish nation into the Promised Land (20:12).  And at 

first blush, the sin seems clearly spelled out as well.  

Moshe hit the rock when he was told to speak to the 

rock.  Nevertheless, some commentators seek to 

explain Moshe's sin differently.  Without listing any of 

these other opinions, it is safe to conclude that the 

majority of opinions agree that Moshe's hitting of the 

rock was sinful.  One stanza of the Prayer for Rain, 

recited annually on Shemini Atzeret should raise an 

eyebrow. The stanza reads: "Remember the one 

(Moshe) drawn forth in a bulrush basket from the 

water.  They said, 'He drew water and provided the 
sheep with water.'  At the time Your treasured people 
thirsted for water, he struck the rock and out came 

water."  It seems odd that the author of the prayer 

should feel that we are worthy of water because of 

Moshe's (mis)deed!  HaRav Shlomo Sobol explains 

that Moshe did act incorrectly defying God's 

command by hitting the rock.  But he did so in order 

to protect Bnei Yisrael.  Rashi had commented that 

the divine intent was to teach Bnei Yisrael to be 

obedient.  If Moshe can speak to a rock, and it obeys, 

how much more so should the people obey.  By 

hitting the rock, Moshe did not want the people to be 

compared to rocks.  Moshe was prepared to bear the 

consequences of his action, sacrificing his future in 

order to protect his people.     

 

3. In two cases does Aharon receive a punishment 

for something he witnessed but did not do.  One case 

is Moshe hitting the rock. What was the second case?  

Why is Aharon punished in this case when Moshe hit 

the rock?                        

 

4. When Moshe and Elazar descended from the 

mountain (without Aharon), the people saw that 

Aharon had died.  The entire family of Israel mourned 

Aharon for thirty days (20:29).  Rashi comments that 

when the people saw Moshe and Elazar descend 

without Aharon, they asked where Aharon was.  

Moshe told them that Aharon had died.  The people 

said: Is it possible that the person who stood in 

opposition to the Angel of Death and had stopped the 

plague would succumb to the Angel of Death now?  

Moshe immediately requested mercy, and the 

ministering angels showed them the picture of Aharon 

lying dead upon the couch.  The people saw and then 

believed what had happened.  The story is perplexing.  

Did the people not believe Moshe, the one who 

brought them out of Egypt amidst great miracles!? 

The reality is that the shock was so great that the 

people did not believe even Moshe Rabbeinu.  

Furthermore, the people had studied the Torah well 

and consequently could not fathom how Aharon could 

have succumbed since he himself was a miracle 

worker who defied the Angel of Death in the past. 

 

5. Bnei Yisrael, weary of their travels in the desert 

and ungrateful for the Manna that fell for them each 

day complained of hunger and thirst.  Hashem sent 

fiery serpents among the people and many were bitten 

and died.  However, we read that whoever was bitten 

would look at the serpent made of brass and would 

live.  Was it the serpent that killed or the serpent that 

gave life?  

                                                          



 

"

 The Mishnah in Rosh HaShana (3:8) compares this 

to Shemot 17:11 where, during the battle against 

Amalek, when Moshe's hand was raised aloft, Bnei 

Yisrael prevailed, and when he lowered his hand, 

Amalek prevailed.  As long as Bnei Yisrael looked 

Heavenward and subjected their hearts to their Father 

in Heaven, they would prevail – but when they did not, 

they would fall.                                                       

  

 So, too, in this case.  It was when Bnei Yisrael 

looked at the elevated serpent, thereby raising their 

heads heavenward and subjecting their hearts to their 

Father in Heaven, they were healed – but when they 

did not, they perished.    

 

6. At the end of today’s Torah reading the Torah 

relates that Moshe sent two spies against the city of 

Yazer, which was an Ammorite city located east of the 

Jordan River, but not part of the kingdoms of Sichon 

or Og.  Moshe was not daunted by the debacle of the 

spies that transpired earlier and the two men that he 

sent were handpicked.  The big difference which is 

overlooked is that this mission was almost forty years 

after the first mission.  The people were a different 

generation. This mission was without the fanfare or 

public recognition, and consequently was probably a 

lot easier for Moshe to control.  The two spies were 

focused and were blessed with a divine blessing, 

because they not only spied against the city, but the 

two of them conquered the city alone!  This seems 

quite unusual but considering the psychological 

impact that the traveling nation of Israel had on the 

neighboring towns and city-nations, it could be that 

the inhabitants of Yazer were scared off by the 

prospect of facing the Israelite army.  This event goes 

fairly unnoticed when reading the Torah and perhaps 

this was specifically done in this fashion and related 

by the Torah in this way so that we gain insight into 

what can be accomplished when the mission is 

fulfilled without fanfare.  Sometimes it is better that 

the public is not aware of what is being done on their 

behalf by a select group. (RED) 

   

       

HAFTORAH  
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JUDGES      

 

 Yiftach, the leader of his generation, provides 

commentary on our sidrah when he argues with 

Ammon from the historical perspective.  Firstly, B'nei 

Yisrael never took anything from Ammon or Moav in 

their travels under Moshe. The Israelites circumvented 

Ammon and Moav when traveling to Israel.  Secondly, 

whatever they did take was captured from Sichon who 

attacked B'nei Yisrael.  Those captured lands were 

ruled by and were in the total possession of Sichon.  

Thirdly, God orchestrated the entire scene.  The whole 

world ultimately belongs to God, and He may give it to 

whomever He pleases.  Fourthly, the Israelites have 

retained these lands for centuries and have never 

relinquished their claim to them.  (Malbim)         

 

                         

SHABBAT HALACHAH 

 

A WOMAN'S OBLIGATION FOR HAVDALAH 

 

 Some authorities maintain that women are 

obligated to observe the mitzvah of Havdalah, since it 

is included in the command to remember the Sabbath 

day which is obligatory upon men and women alike, 

as is the case with all the laws relating to the Sabbath.  

Others, however, are of the opinion that women are 

not obligated because Havdalah is made after 

Shabbat and does not come under the above 

principle.  Hence it comes under the rule that women 

are exempt from mitzvot that are performed at a set 

time.  They maintain, therefore, that women should 

not make Havdalah themselves, but they should listen 

to it as it is being said by one who is obligated.  The 

prevailing ruling and practice is that a woman should 

listen to Havdalah made by a male, but if need be she 

may recite Havdalah for herself.  However, a man 

cannot fulfill his obligation by listening to Havdalah 

when recited by a woman.                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Question: 

Q: According to the Midrash, what did Korach and 

Haman have in common? 

A: They were both wealthy and wanted to take more. 
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