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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 4 Shevat 5775.  We 

say Kiddush Levanah tonight after Ma’ariv. 

 
TORAH DIALOGUE  

 (p. 248 Hz) (p. 377 S) (p. 245 Hi) (p. 340 AS) 

BO    

Exodus 10:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED) 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

 The MeAm Lo’ez commentary on TaNaCH was 

written by Rabbi Yaakov Culi (1689-1732, Turkey) in the 

Ladino language which is a Spanish language 

embraced by the Sephardic Jewish people. This 

commentary is extremely beautiful and is a classic of 

Ladino literature. The commentary is clear and 

beautifully sourced within the classical Jewish texts, 

as well as Talmudic and Midrashic explanations. Not 

only did the author explain the narrative and texts, but 

also gives time to describe in depth the halachic 

sections of Torah. The Torah Dialogue this week is 

taken from the MeAm Lo’ez for Parshat Bo, and I thank 

Isaac Ben-Ezra for focusing attention back to the 

MeAm Lo’ez that I read years ago. 

 

1. There is no opportunity in the Torah for Pharaoh 

to repent for his deeds. The MeAm Lo’ez mentions that 

there are four cases where the Teshuva/Repentance is 

very difficult. The first case is when a person 

committed many serious sins. The second case is 

when a sin has been purposely repeated many times. 

The third case is when one wishes to repent but 

stubbornly refuses to do so. The fourth case is when 

one sins against a fellow man. All of these four cases 

existed in Pharaoh’s situation. When he did finally free 

the Jewish slaves, it was not part of a 

Teshuva/Repentance situation. He did so because he 

feared more plagues. Pharaoh exceeded the limits of a 

person sinning, and therefore the possibility of 

Teshuva was prevented for him, but really not by 

Hashem as much as by himself. 

 

2. In 10:16 Pharaoh says that he sinned against God 

and against you (against Moshe and Aharon). What sin 

did Pharaoh commit against Moshe and Aharon? He 

had them expelled. To receive an audience with the 

king is a big deal. Moshe and Aharon were able to do 

so each and every time. In 10:11 Pharaoh did expel 

them. The MeAm Lo’ez describes the scene well: 

Pharaoh gave a signal to his guards, and they 

summarily expelled Moshe and Aharon. Pharaoh’s 

intention was to humiliate Moshe (Midrash Shemot 

Rabbah). The give and take between Moshe and 

Pharaoh throughout the plagues is a matter of much 

haggling, but what the MeAm Lo’ez is describing is 

that there is much more going on. 

 

3. When Moshe prayed to get rid of the locusts his 

prayer was most effective. Not only did the locusts 

disappear at that time, but it became a permanent 

condition for Egypt. Never again would locusts invade 

and destroy as they did during this plague. Locusts, 

from time to time, would invade countries of that 

region, including Israel, and some of them would enter 

Egypt. But they would never inflict major damage. The 

same is true with the frogs. The frogs were eliminated 

from Egypt and the only frogs that remain are in the 

Nile River. According to some commentators Moshe 

was referring not to frogs, but to crocodiles. The 

crocodiles were very dangerous, but they would be 

confined to the Nile River. The upshot of this entry of 

the MeAm Lo’ez was that Moshe’s word had a 

permanent effect. The Plague of Locusts was the only 

one about which the Torah would say: You will tell it to 

your children and grandchildren. It’s directed not only 

to Jews, but even to Egyptians. Locusts will invade a 

neighboring country, but not hurt Egypt. The children 

will ask how come this happens. And you will end up 

telling them the story of God’s miracle in Egypt.  

 

4. During the Plague of Darkness Rashi comments 

from the Midrash that the severity of the darkness was 

so that Hashem could kill the Jewish people who did 

not wish to experience the Revelation at Sinai; they did 

not wish to accept the Torah. Consequently they would 

die in Egypt. Four fifths of the Israelite population died 

during the week of darkness. In all, 600,000 men over 

the age of 20 left Egypt in the Exodus (12:37). Since 

there are at least 4 women and children for every man, 

the total number of people leaving Egypt was 

approximately 3 million. From this we see that some 12 

million people died during the week of darkness! The 

Plague of Darkness began at about 9 o’clock in the 

morning when it is normally broad daylight. If it had 

begun at night the Egyptians might have thought that 

something happened to extend the night. That morning 

the sun rose as usual, brightly illuminating the entire 

land. Then, as if a lamp had been extinguished, it 

suddenly became dark.  

 

5. The first Mitzvah given to the Jewish people as a 

nation was the Mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh. The lunar 

calendar was established and embraced by the Jewish 

people at this time. The MeAm Lo’ez points out that 

this was not done via witnesses testifying that the new 

moon has been sighted. The original calendar was 

astronomical and based on calculations. During the 40 

years that the Israelites were in the desert, they were 

covered by the Pillar of Cloud by day and by the Pillar 

of Fire at night, making it impossible for them to make 

astronomical sightings. Since both the sun and moon 

were invisible to them it would have been impossible 

for them to construct a calendar based on actual 

observation. This is clear evidence that calculation 

was the original means of determining the calendar. 



 

"

This would continue for about 1100 years, from the 

times of Moshe until the time of Antigonos of Socho 

(in 213 BCE). A major clash began at that time between 

sectarians and the orthodox involving the calendar. 

Sectarians began to claim that the traditional rules to 

calculate the time of the new moon were not accurate. 

In order to refute their claims, the Sanhedrin legislated 

that the new month also be designated on the basis of 

the testimony of witnesses who actually saw the new 

moon. 

 

6. To prepare for the Pesach sacrifice the Jewish 

people were commanded to choose a lamb and for 

four days hold that lamb in preparation for the Korban 

Pesach, the Passover sacrifice. The MeAm Lo’ez offers 

that four days had significance. Hashem told Avraham 

that his descendants would be subjugated for 400 

years (Genesis 15:13). However, Bnei Yisrael at this 

point had been in Egypt for only 210 years. During the 

four days that the Israelites held the lamb, they had 

such terror that the Egyptians would kill them that it 

was counted as completing the 400 years. Hashem had 

ordered the Israelites to procure the lamb on the 10
th

 of 

Nissan, four days before it would be sacrificed. They 

had to keep it tethered in their homes, where the 

Egyptians would be able to see it and inquire about its 

purpose. When asked, Bnei Yisrael would have no 

choice but to admit that they were going to slaughter 

the animal and eat it. The people knew that they were 

endangering their own lives by making such an 

admission to the Egyptians. Hence they would sanctify 

God’s name for all four days. 

 

7. When it came time to offer the Passover sacrifice 

later in the times of the Temple, the daily Tamid 

sacrifice was offered and then the Ketoret incense 

offering was made, and then they would prepare the 

Menorah for that day. All this occurred before the 

Passover sacrifice would be offered. Why would these 

things occur prior to the Passover sacrifice? 

 

HAFTORAH  

(p. 263 Hz) (p. 404 S) (p. 849 Hi) (p. 1151 AS) 

JEREMIAH     

 

 The prophet Jeremiah predicts that the Egyptians 

will suffer greatly at the hands of the Babylonians; this 

punishment is divinely ordained.  As Mt. Tabor stands 

among the mountains, as Mt. Carmel rises from the 

sea, so will this prophecy be true (v.18 according to 

Rashi). Mounts Tabor and Carmel are important 

landmarks for those in the area.  The Midrash says that 

both were defiled by the idolatry that ancient 

inhabitants had placed atop these mountains.  Had it 

not been for these idolatrous acts, both would have 

been worthy of being the site for the Revelation of 

God.  The application of this message to Egypt is that 

just as these two places had become disqualified and 

contaminated so had Egypt become defiled by the acts 

of idolatry and immorality performed there.  Because 

Mts. Tabor and Carmel had been considered for the 

giving of the Torah, they were relocated in Eretz 

Yisrael.  The Talmud (Megillah 29a) uses this thought 

to base its statement that so too will the Yeshivas and 

synagogues of Babylonia be transplanted into Israel. 

 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 

 

 The Biblical prohibition of Erasing on Shabbat 

includes any act of obliterating markings, signs or any 

designs. A cake that is decorated with coloring in the 

form of letters or designs should not be cut in a way 

that the lettering and designs are spoiled when the 

cake is cut. If the cake was cut before Shabbat, it is 

permitted to remove a portion, even if the letters or 

designs are broken up in the process. If one destroys 

letters or designs when eating (i.e. chewing) a piece of 

cake, this is permitted. Where the lettering is made of 

the same material as the food on which it appears, the 

food may be cut or broken even in the place where the 

letters are (e.g. a Hershey’s chocolate bar with the 

word Hershey’s written in the chocolate). Care must be 

taken when cutting salami or bologna which has a 

brand name printed on its skin not to cut or tear the 

lettering. Preferably the salami should be peeled (or 

sliced) before Shabbat or Yom Tov. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Question: 

Q: Why were the Egyptians punished for the 

oppressive slavery that Hashem ordained for Bnei 

Yisrael? 

A: Pharaoh and the Egyptians acted with true hatred 

and cruelty against Bnei Yisrael. 

 

Torah Dialogue sponsored in memory of our 

dearly beloved and beautiful Mom, Grandma, and 

Great Grandma, Shirley Lyman, z”l,  who we all 

miss so much!  Meryl & Norm Palgon and family, 

and Karen & Neil Lyman and family 

 


