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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 11 Shevat, 5775. 
Today is Shabbat Shira due to the Song of Praise in 
the Haftorah (and in the Torah portion). Tu B’Shevat 
is this Wednesday.  

 
TORAH DIALOGUE  

(p. 265 Hz) (p. 407 S) (p. 262 Hi) (p. 366 AS) 
BESHALACH   

Exodus 13:17 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED) 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. The Torah starts this portion with the expression that 
Pharaoh sent the people out, which does not indicate the 
total description of what Pharaoh did. Did he expel them 
in an abrupt and negative fashion? According to the 
Midrash Pharaoh personally escorted the Israelites when 
they left Egypt and asked them to pray for him. Don’t 
forget, Pharaoh himself was a firstborn male and had 
serious concerns over his destiny in light of the final 
plague. So this process of sending them out was really a 
physical act of escorting them. According to the Midrash 
all the Egyptian aristocrats accompanied Bnei Yisrael until 
they came to Eitam (13:20). Pharaoh even went further 
and sent many of his officials to accompany them on the 
way. The last verse in last week’s parsha had stated that 
Hashem took the Jewish people out of Egypt. So why now 
is Pharaoh given credit for it? The Midrash answers that 
the Torah gives Pharaoh credit because of this act of 
accompanying the Israelites. This Midrashic development 
would actually place a good feeling in the nation of slaves; 
they were not escaping their master, but Pharaoh 
escorting them was planting within them good feelings 
toward Egypt. Now the picture is in line with the 
description in the Torah. At the slightest hint of hostility the 
Jewish people would run back to Pharaoh. Hashem 
therefore had to take them through the desert in order to 
make sure that in their minds the road to Egypt would be 
blocked. 
 
2. The Torah relates that Moshe was the one who 
individually took the remains of Yosef to be brought out of 
Egypt. This is to indicate to us the importance of keeping 
an oath. Before he died Yosef made the Jewish people 
take an oath that they would remove his remains from 
Egypt and inter them in Israel. Did Bnei Yisrael leave 
Egypt with so much confusion that they did not have time 
to perform this mitzvah regarding Yosef? They did not 
have time to prepare food provisions for their journey! 
Nevertheless the Midrash says that the sin of violating an 
oath is very great. The Jewish people did consider taking 
Yosef as their prime task, but they wanted to honor 
Moshe with this mitzvah. Moshe was the one responsible 
for the Exodus; he should be the one to see to this 
mitzvah. Without Yosef’s bones the people felt that they 
would not be able to leave. Therefore taking Yosef out 
was part and parcel of the Exodus experience. Moshe is 
the one responsible for the Exodus and therefore earned 
the mitzvah of taking care of Yosef’s remains. The 

Midrash even goes so far as to explain to us a truism 
about human nature. If everyone was supposed to share 
in this mitzvah, how is it possible that 600,000 men would 
actually agree on the process of doing it right? There 
would have been arguments from morning until night. 
Therefore it was best for Moshe alone to take care of 
Yosef’s casket. The remains of all of Yaakov’s sons were 
also carried out of Egypt as indicated in Rashi. 
 
3. The Torah indicates to us that Hashem had provided 
ultimate protection for Bnei Yisrael in the desert, both at 
night and during the day. As such, it is indicated that they 
traveled both at night and by day. This, though, would 
make the travel totally difficult and exhausting. No-one 
travels both night and day and to do so for several days 
without rest would be devastating (Me’Am Lo’ez). Bnei 
Yisrael were completely surrounded by the Clouds of 
Glory on all sides above and below. These clouds 
protected them from heat, cold, and the rain. The clouds 
also carried Bnei Yisrael along like a chariot. They 
traveled like passengers on a large ocean liner, unaware 
that they are even moving. (Midrash) 
 
4. One of the themes that we find throughout the 
Midrash on this particular parsha is lack of unity, both in 
the Egyptian camp and the Jewish camp. It is even 
indicated as written above in terms of the difficulty of 
doing one mitzvah together. When the Egyptians realized 
that Bnei Yisrael were not returning there were three 
opinions among the Egyptians. Some wanted to just 
recapture the gold and silver but leave the Jewish people 
alone. Others were willing to forego the treasures as long 
as they would see the Jewish people totally annihilated. 
The third group wanted both to take the treasures and kill 
Bnei Yisrael. [RED’s note: this is an indication as to future 
events throughout history especially in terms of the 
enemies of Israel. They are divided even today into these 
basic three groups. What is important is for the Jewish 
people to realize that enemies might have different 
opinions but in each case they are determined to do harm 
to the Jewish nation.] The Midrash will continue to 
elaborate on discussions of how many Egyptians would 
comprise this military force that was after Bnei Yisrael. It 
could be anywhere from 30 million to 900 million people. 
These are astronomical numbers but sometimes the 
Midrash does this for the sake of emphasis AND it also 
would emphasize and enhance the type of miracle that the 
Splitting of the Red Sea represents in defending or saving 
the Jewish people. 
 
5. As the Egyptians were divided among themselves so 
were the Jewish people (see the Ramban). Basically the 
Israelites broke into four groups, each with a different 
plan. The tribes of Reuven, Shimon and Yissachar argued 
that it would be better to jump into the sea rather than to 
fall into the hands of the Egyptians. The second group 
consisted of Zevulon, Binyamin and Naftali – they favored 
surrendering and returning to Egypt to be slaves rather 
than to die. They felt that there was no chance to be free. 
The third group, the tribes of Yehudah and Yosef, were 
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not afraid. Their position was that the best course of 
action would be to stand their ground and fight and that 
Hashem would help. Finally, the tribes of Levi, Gad and 
Asher felt that they could bluff the Egyptians and frighten 
them with fierce war cries, without even using a weapon. 
This group might have been influenced by the actions of 
Hashem doing all the work with the plagues in defeating 
the Egyptians in Egypt. There were also groups of people 
who were ungrateful and used the occasion to attack 
Moshe. Believe it or not, the Midrash says, there were 
some other Jewish people who were ready to defect to the 
Egyptians immediately. They felt that they would rather 
fight with the Egyptians than die with their brethren. 
 
6. When the Torah renders the song that Moshe and 
Bnei Yisrael sing after the miracles of the Splitting of the 
Sea, the Shira is not written like other sections of the 
Torah. In fact, if it is written in the way of the narrative 
parts of the Torah it invalidates the entire Torah. It is 
written in a unique fashion. The page has a pattern with 
blank spaces on each line, sometimes there are two blank 
spaces, other times with blank spaces in the middle. It is 
customary to write the song in 30 lines. There are Scribes 
who have other customs but this is the one that we 
traditionally see. One of the interpretations is that in 
praising Hashem, it is very easy to err. If one does not 
praise God enough, he is ungrateful. There is no worse 
sin than ingratitude toward Hashem. On the other hand, if 
one praises God too much, it is akin to blasphemy since 
one makes it appear as if he has praised God completely. 
Therefore sometimes the best praise is within silence – 
hence the blank spaces. The entire song contains 18 
verses. These parallel the 18 vertebrae in the spine. This 
song would be the backbone of the resurrected dead. 
When they awaken, they too will sing a song to Hashem. 
 
7. The Torah stresses that women took drums in their 
hands while they sang, which was not true of the men. 
Why did the women have drums to play during their song? 
(Tzeidah LaDerech, cited in the Me’Am Lo’ez.) 
 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 281 Hz) (p. 434 S) (p. 850 Hi) (p. 1152 AS) 

JUDGES      

 
 Just as the Jews sang a song of praise and 
thanksgiving when their evil Egyptian oppressors drowned 
at the crossing of the sea, the Haftorah contains 
Devorah's song which she composed after the death of 
the wicked general Sisera. The relationship between the 
Jews and Hashem follows a cyclical progression during 
the period of the Judges – faithfulness with its 
concomitant salvation and independence followed by a 
rejection of their unique mission and destiny with its usual 
result of a loss of prosperity and sovereignty.  The events 
of the Haftorah occur at a time when Yisrael was being 
oppressed by Jabin the King of Canaan, and his general 
Sisera.  The most accurate translation of Sisera's name is 
"the silencer."  He received this appellation because he 

used his nine hundred chariots to silence any attempted 
rebellions.  His policy to confiscate all weapons, to the 
point that "neither shield nor spear, neither defensive nor 
aggressive weapon were to be seen among the forty 
thousand of Israel" (5:8), allowed for the ruthless 
oppression of the Jews which included constant abuses 
and violence.  (Hirsch).  
 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 
 
 The appropriate time to begin Se'uda Shlishit is after 
half an hour after Chatzot (chatzot = the middle of the 
halachic day.)  If one began to eat before that time and 
continued afterwards, he fulfilled his obligation.  Under 
normal circumstances one would not fulfill the Mitzvah of 
Se'uda Shlishit if it is eaten before Chatzot.  However, in 
extenuating circumstances – for instance, when Erev 
Pesach falls on Shabbat and one can eat neither bread 
nor Matzah after Chatzot – we rely on the opinion that 
permits Se'uda Shlishit in the morning.  It is generally 
preferable to daven Minchah before beginning Se'uda 
Shlishit. One should begin Se'uda Shlishit before sunset. 
If he was unable to do so, he may begin until half an hour 
before the conclusion of Shabbat (Tzeit Hakochavim). 
These Halachot can be found in Orach Chaim 291:2, M.B. 
7; 299:1; 444, M.B. 8. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Week’s Question: 
Q: In the times of the Temple the Tamid sacrifice was 
offered, the Ketoret incense offering was made, and the 
Menorah was prepared. Why would these things occur 
prior to the Passover sacrifice? 
A: The operative principle is to do first that which is 
done more frequently. 


