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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 5 Sivan 5775, the 

49
th

 day of the Omer, Erev Shavuot. We daven a 

regular Shabbat service. Our custom is not to say 

Av HaRachamim today. There is a requirement to 

eat Seudah Shlishit on Shabbat; but due to Yom 

Tov being tonight, eat Seudah Shlishit in the mid 

afternoon. 

 

Between Minchah and Maariv this evening, Rabbi 

Davis will speak on “Why Samuel the Prophet 

Wrote Megillat Ruth.” 

 

 
TORAH DIALOGUE 

(p. 568 Hz) (p. 793 S) (p. 513 Hi) (p. 726 AS) 

BAMIDBAR     

Numbers 1:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED) 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

 

1. The Hebrew name for the fourth Chumash is 

“BaMidbar” or “in the desert.”  The English name is 

Numbers, which is the secondary name for this 

Chumash in the Hebrew (Sefer Pekudim). A unique 

message surfaces when we combine the two ideas. It is 

a wise concept to conduct a census for a large nation 

on the verge of invading a land, conquering it and 

settling it. For military purposes alone, a census is a 

good idea. The concept of the desert is the idea that 

the Torah was given to us in the desert, a place of 

threatened survival. When we dedicate ourselves to 

Torah, Hashem will ensure our survival as a nation. It 

will not be our growing population or military strength 

that will guarantee our survival; it will be God’s 

blessing and protection. Jewish history has too many 

chapters of oppression and threatened annihilation. 

The Jewish people have defied the natural events of 

history and have continued to survive. Our numbers 

are small in contrast to other people of the world; our 

journey through history has been a continuing trek 

through an inhospitable desert. This is our story 

predetermined from Biblical times. (RED) 

 

2. “And Hashem spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of 

Sinai… saying: Count the heads of the entire 

congregation of Israel…” (1:1-2) Why is Bamidbar read 

– during most years – immediately before Shavuot? 

Rav Moshe Feinstein explained that there are people 

who say to themselves, “My capabilities are very 

limited, and even if I exert myself, I will never attain 

great heights in Torah.” With this attitude, they do not 

attempt to grow at all in Torah. It is for this reason that 

immediately before Shavuot – the time of Receiving the 

Torah – we read the census in Parshat Bamidbar. This 

teaches us the importance of each and every Jew – 

regardless of how great or minimal his abilities are. 

Each member of Klal Yisrael contributes to the entire 

congregation in his own unique way. 

 

3. In the Torah reading, the Torah not only gives us a 

complete census, it then organizes each tribe in its 

position around the Mishkan/Tabernacle with its own 

flag. In the Shabbat Zemirot, the song of Kol Mekadesh 

Shevi’i has a line “Ish al Machaneihu, V’Ish al Diglo” – 

each man according to his camp and each man 

according to his flag. The camp represented his 

physical identity; the flag represented his spiritual 

identity. The Torah never describes the flag of each 

tribe; but the Midrash does. Yet the Midrash does not 

delve into the image of each tribe’s flag to teach us a 

deeper significance. The Rav once stated that the flag 

of the modern State of Israel possesses sanctity, solely 

based on the loss of life that Jewish soldiers suffered 

to protect the flag and to place it on hilltop after hilltop 

in order to establish Jewish rights to the land of Israel. 

Sometimes it is not the picture on the flag that gives it 

importance; it is what the flag represents and how we 

honor it. (RED) 

 

4. “And they were registered by ancestry according 

to their paternal families…” (1:18). Rashi explains that 

they had to actually bring proof of their ancestry. Why 

was it necessary to investigate the pedigree of the men 

who were eligible for military service? 

 

5. “The entire tally of the Leviyim… [was] 22,000” 

(3:39). The Ramban asks: Why was the tribe of Levi the 

smallest tribe numerically at that point in time which 

was before they had even begun their responsibility of 

carrying the Mishkan (which, our Sages said, 

diminished their numbers)? The Beit HaLevi says that 

the reason was, so that they should not be a financial 

burden on the rest of Klal Yisrael who were obligated 

to support them. Rav Elchanan Wasserman explained 

that we find both in the physical world as well as the 

spiritual one that the more precious something is the 

smaller is its quantity. Human beings are less 

numerous than animals. Klal Yisrael is a small fraction 

of the entire world population. Similarly, since the tribe 

of Levi was chosen from among all of the tribes to 

serve Hashem, it was only appropriate that it be the 

smallest in numbers. 

 

6. “This was the responsibility of the family of Kehat 

in the Mishkan – the Holy of Holies” (4:4). Rashi notes 

that Bnei Kehat were the ones who carried the Holy 

Ark. Our Sages note that the Ark carried and supported 

those who carried it. Some commentators interpret this 

concept homiletically: The Torah differs greatly from 

other forms of wisdom. Other areas of knowledge are 

carried by the mortals who study them and utilize them 

for their own personal benefit, sometimes to the 

detriment of others. On the other hand, the holy Torah 

carries those who study it, guides them, instructs 
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them, and influences their conduct and their entire 

lives. The Torah cannot be changed or modified to suit 

the whims of the people. It is meant to uplift those who 

study and observe it. 

 

7. The Yerushalmi (Megillah 3:7) writes that one 

should begin and conclude the Torah reading with a 

Davar Tov (on a positive note). There are a number of 

parshiyot in the Torah that seem to conclude with a 

negative phrase. One of them is Bamidbar that 

concludes with the word Vameitu – “and they will die.” 

How is this permissible? Among the many explanations 

is the one offered by the Teshuvot Rav Pe’alim (IV 

Orach Chaim 42) by the Ben Ish Chai: The prohibition 

against concluding with an unpleasant theme applies 

only when one is reciting the verses privately. 

However, when the verses are read publicly, and the 

one who receives the aliyah concludes with the 

brachah on the Torah, the conclusion of the brachah is 

considered a Davar Tov. The Chida writes in Teshuvot 

Yosef Ometz (47) that the prohibition against 

concluding on a sour note is only when the one who 

receives the aliyah also reads from the Torah. 
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HOSHEA   

 

 

 On that day... you shall call me “Ishi” (my husband) 

(v.18). Our Sages (Pesachim 87) interpret the 

relationship to be now likened to a bride in the house 

of her father-in-law and not as a bride in the house of 

her father.  The Dubnov Magid says that the difference 

to note is between being engaged to being married.  

The fiancée sees her husband-to-be by planning their 

schedules so that they will have time to spend 

together.  However close they feel there still is a barrier 

created by the sense of modesty that exists between 

them.  Not all secrets are shared.  After the wedding, 

the relationship becomes much stronger.  The barriers 

disappear as she will spend more time with her 

husband and will find it easier to confide in him.  A 

good marriage is one where one is able to confide his 

or her deepest thoughts and emotions with the spouse.  

Today, even with the Torah/Ketubah that binds each 

Jew to Hashem, most Jews are likened to an engaged 

woman; a barrier still exists.  Only the spiritually 

superior Jews will feel today the full husband-wife 

relationship with Hashem.  In the future, every Jew will 

know Hashem deeply, like a couple after their marriage. 

 

 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 

Requesting a non-Jew to make a Purchase 

   

 A Jew is forbidden to request a non-Jew to make a 

purchase for him on Shabbat.  However, he may ask 

him to buy it for himself, with the understanding that if 

he needs it he will buy it from him after Shabbat.  One 

may also give a non-Jew money before Shabbat to buy 

some merchandise for him, promising to compensate 

him for his services.  He should not, however, stipulate 

that he is to buy it on Shabbat, and if the non-Jew then 

makes the purchase on Shabbat, he will be doing it for 

his own benefit.  If there is ample time for the non-Jew 

to make the purchase before Shabbat, compensation 

for his services is not a requirement, and the non-Jew 

can then make the purchase when he sees fit to do so.  

But in this instance, as well, he may not stipulate that 

he buy it on Shabbat.  Having a non-Jew deliver the 

newspaper to a Jew on Shabbat is permissible as long 

as the Jew makes no stipulation that the newspaper 

has to be delivered on Saturday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Question: 

Q: Why is the Tochechah (the Parshah of Rebuke) 

next to the section dealing with taking a vow to pledge 

to charity the value of a human being?   

A: After hearing the list of Curses in the Tochechah, 

one could feel that he will fail and that he is not worthy 

of Hashem’s Blessings. Hence the Torah immediately 

reminds the people that each person has value in His 

eyes. 

 

 

 

 


