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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYEISHEV 5775 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 

I. From the Text 

 

1. What were Yosef’s 2 dreams?  (37:7-9) 

 

2. Where did Yaakov and family live and where did they feed their flocks?  (37:12,14) 

 

3. Which 2 brothers did not want to kill Yosef?  (37:26,29) 

 

4. Name Yehudah’s 5 sons.  (Ch. 38) 

 

5. What were the dreams of the Chief Butler and Chief Baker?  (40:9-18) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6. How were the lives of Yaakov and Yosef similar?  (37:2) 

 

7. What evil report did Yosef bring to his father about his brothers?  (37:2) 

 

8. What bad things happened in Shechem?  (37:14) 

 

9. Whom did the brothers marry?  (37:35, 2 answers) 

 

10. What sin did Yosef commit in Hashem’s eyes, in Potiphar’s house, to deserve being 

thrown into prison?  (39:6) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

 

11. Which 3 people did an act of kindness; but had they known that Hashem was publicizing 

their acts, they would have done more?  (Yalkut Shimoni Breishit 141)  

 

12. What did the wife of Potiphar want done to her husband?  (Breishit Rabbah 87:8) 

 

13. What did Yosef see when he was about to sin with Mrs. Potiphar?  (Breishit Rabbah 

98:2) 

 

IV. From the Haftorah : Amos 

 

14. In the Haftorah, Hashem would forgive Israel for three sins, but not the fourth sin. What 

are the four sins? 

 

 V.  Relationships 

 

1) Yosef – Betuel  

2) Leah – Rivkah (2 answers) 

3) Onan – Tamar  

4) Yaakov – Lavan (2 answers)  

5) Yehudah – Kehat  

 

 

 



 

 

ANSWERS FOR VAYEISHEV 5775 

 

 

1. First dream: The brothers’ sheaves of wheat bowed down to Yosef’s sheaf.  Second dream: The 

sun, moon, and 11 stars bowed down to Yosef. 

 

2. They lived in Chevron and fed the flock in Shechem. 

 

3. Reuven and Yehudah. 

 

4. Er, Onan, Shailah, Peretz, and Zerach. 

 

5. Butler: 3 grape vines were blossoming, and he was squeezing grapes into Pharaoh’s cup.  Baker: 3 

baskets of white bread were on his head and birds were eating from the top one. 

 

6. They were both hated.  Their brothers wanted to kill them.  They were absent from home… 

 

7. Yosef said that the brothers ate meat from a live animal; that the brothers degraded the sons of the 

handmaid (calling them slaves); and Yosef suspected them of immoral sexual conduct. 

 

8. In Shechem: the sale of Yosef, the abduction of Dinah, and the split of the Davidic kingdom. 

 

9. Either they married their twin sisters, or they married Canaanite women. 

 

10. Yosef ate and drank well and curled his hair while his father was grieving in mourning. 

 

11. Reuven (when attempting to save Yosef), Aharon (when he went out to the greet Moshe from 

Midian), and Boaz (when he gave food to Ruth). 

 

12. She wanted Potiphar killed so she could marry Yosef. 

 

13. Either he saw the image of his father (Rashi and Sotah 36b) or he saw the image of his mother 

(B.R. 98:2) 

 

14. Sins forgiven: Idolatry, Adultery, Murder. Sin not forgiven: Oppressing the Poor. 

 

 

Relationships 

1) Great Grandfather Betuel 

2) Aunt Rivkah and Mother-in-law Rivkah 

3) Sister-in-law and later, wife 

4) Uncle Lavan and Father-in-law Lavan 

5) Uncle Yehudah 

 

 

   


