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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT TZAV 5775 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 

I. From the Text 

1. What was the first Temple service every day? (6:3) 

 

2. Every Kohen offered a certain offering once in his lifetime the first time he performed a 

Temple service. What offering was it? (6:13) 

 

3. What law of “kashering” is described in today’s reading? (6:21) 

 

4. Moshe gathers all the people to witness the consecration of Aharon and sons as the 

Kohanim. Who dressed Aharon and sons with the special Kohanic vestments? (Chapter 

8) 

 

5. Who received the breast portion of the ram of consecration? (8:29) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

6. What is learned from the sentence: “and he shall wear his linen pants on his flesh”? (6:3) 

 

7. Who are the four people listed in the Talmud who were required to offer a Thanksgiving 

offering for being saved?  (7:12) (And they are the categories of people who would be 

required to bensch Gomel.) 

 

8. In the beginning of the week of the inauguration of the Kohanim, Hashem commanded 

Moshe to: “take Aharon and his sons….” How was Moshe able to “take them”? (8:2) 

 

9. What clothing did Moshe wear when he was serving as the Kohen Gadol during the 

week of consecration? (8:28) 

 

10. The thigh of a peace offering is usually given to the Kohen. What happened to the thigh 

of the ram of consecration? (8:28) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

11. The same five sacrifices that we are discussing today are mentioned in the previous 

sidrah of Vayikra. What is the difference between the two readings? (Ramban) 

 

12. In the times of the Mishkan in the desert the fire on the Altar was lit. How long did it 

burn continuously? (Midrash) 

 

13. How many wooden logs were added to the Altar every morning? (Yoma 27b) 

 

IV. From the Haftorah : HaGadol : Mal’achi 

14. What makes the Shabbat before Pesach Great in Egypt? 

 

 V.  Relationships 

a) Dalfon – Haman 

b) Esther – Avichayil 

c) Esther – Mordechai (Megillah text 2:15) 

d) Moshe – Yitro 

e) Zeresh – Parshandatta 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT TZAV 5775 

 

1. To remove all the ash from the previous day’s sacrifices. 

 

2. A priestly Minchah/Meal offering. 

 

3. A utensil absorbs the taste of food cooked within it. Metal utensils can be kashered with hot 

water. An earthernware vessel cannot be kashered; it is destroyed. 

 

4. Moshe himself. 

 

5. Moshe. 

 

6. The clothing of the Kohen must be worn directly on the flesh (no underwear). 

 

7. The four categories are: (a) a person who is released from prison; (b) a person who traveled over 

the sea; (c) a person who traveled through the desert; (d) a person who is ill and is fully 

recovered. 

 

8. “Win them over with words.” 

 

9. The white vestments of the regular Kohen. 

 

10. This was the only time that the thigh of peace offering was burned. 

 

11. In Parshat Vayikra, the Torah is talking to the ones who were bringing the offerings. In Tzav the 

Torah is talking to the Kohanim who serviced the offerings. 

 

12. The fire on Moshe’s Altar lasted about 116 years – 39 years in the desert, 14 in Gilgal, 13 in 

Nov, and 50 in Giv’on. (The miracle mentioned in the Midrash was that in all that time the 

copper plate on the Altar never melted, and the wood structure inside never charred.) 

 

13. Two wooden logs. 

 

14. Jews took an Egyptian deity, a sheep, on that Shabbat and designated it as a special sacrifice to 

Hashem. This was a brazen step for Bnei Yisrael to take. 

 

  Relationships: 

a) Father Haman 

b) Father – Daughter 

c) First Cousins 

d) Father-in-law Yitro 

e) Mother Zeresh 

 

 


