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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT TOLDOT 5775 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

I. From the Text 

1. How old was Yitzchak when the twin sons Yaakov and Esav were born (25:26) and was 

Avraham still alive then? 

 

2. What did Hashem command Yitzchak to do during the famine? (26:1-3) 

 

3. What is the name of the place where Yitzchak succeeded in digging an uncontested well? 

(26:22) 

 

4. What nationality were Esav’s two wives? (26:34) (And how old was Esav when he 

married them?) 

 

5. What was Rivka’s scheme to get Yitzchak to bless Yaakov? (27:5-17) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

6. The Torah states: “These are the offspring of Yitzchak, the son of Avraham” (25:19). 

Then why does the Torah feel it necessary to state immediately after that, “Avraham 

begat Yitzchak”? (25:19) 

 

7. What was the Torah really telling us about Esav by stating that his complexion was 

ruddy (red) when he was born? (25:25) 

 

8. What three reasons did Rashi offer to explain why Yitzchak developed failing eyesight? 

(27:1) 

 

9. Where did Esav get his precious (hunting) garments? (27:15) 

 

10. “The voice is the voice of Yaakov…” (27:22) Our Sages said that their voices (of 

Yaakov and Esav) were quite similar. So what made Yitzchak say that the voice now is 

Yaakov’s? 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

11. Why were the Philistines jealous of Yitzchak? (Hirsch on 26:14) 

 

12. Why did Rivka not fear that her scheme would backfire and cause Yaakov to be cursed? 

(Rashbam) 

 

13. Why did Yaakov need to flee now? Esav said that he would not kill Yaakov until their 

father died! (Or HaChaim) 

 

IV. From the Haftorah : Machor Chodesh : I Samuel 20 

14. How did they celebrate Rosh Chodesh at that time of the Mishkan? 

 

 V.  Relationships 

a) Avraham – Yaakov 

b) Yehudit – Basmat 

c) Yishmael – Yaakov 

d) Yosef – Leah (2 answers) 

e) Medan – Midian  

 

 

 



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT TOLDOT 5775 

 

 

1. Yitzchak was 60 when the twins were born and yes, Avraham lived until the boys were 15 years 

old. 

 

2. Hashem told Yitzchak not to go to Egypt; reside in Gerar, the land of the Philistines, and Hashem 

would protect him. 

 

3. Rechovot. 

 

4. Esav married two Hittite women when he was 40 years old. 

 

5. Rivka would prepare the food and Yaakov would disguise himself as his brother. 

 

6. Cynics of that time were saying that Avimelech and not Avraham impregnated Sarah. Therefore 

Hashem made Yitzchak’s features so similar to Avraham’s that all had to admit that Avraham 

begat Yitzchak. 

 

7. The Torah was indicating that Esav would be a murderer. 

 

8. a) Yitzchak’s eyes began to fail as a result of the smoke of the incense offering that Esav’s wives 

brought to their idols. b) When Yitzchak was bound at the altar at the Akeidah the angels cried 

and their tears fell into Yitzchak’s eyes. c) Hashem caused Yitzchak’s blindness so that Yaakov 

could receive these blessings. 

 

9. Esav stole from the great hunter Nimrod. 

 

10. Yaakov spoke gently and invoked the name of Hashem, which was not Esav’s way of speech. 

 

11. The Philistines felt threatened by Yitzchak’s success. Non-Jews will always resent the 

achievements of the Jews whom they always viewed as outsiders (aliens). 

 

12. Rivka had complete confidence that the scheme would work because of the prophecy she 

received when she was pregnant: “The elder shall serve the younger.” 

 

13. Rivka was still worried that with Yaakov present, Esav’s hatred would intensify and be great. 

 

14. They brought sacrifices at the Mishkan and had a special banquet. 

 

  Relationships: 

a) Grandfather Avraham 

b) Co-wives of Esav 

c) Uncle Yishmael 

d) Leah was his stepmother and aunt 

e) Brothers (they were both sons of Avraham and Keturah) 

 


