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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT TERUMAH 5775 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

I. From the Text 

 

1. Why were they taking contributions? What did they use these contributions for? (25:18) 

 

2. What is the first item described in the construction of the Mishkan/Tabernacle? (25:11) 

 

3. What was placed on the Shulchan (Table)? (25:30) 

 

4. In this sidrah, what does the word Mishkan/Tabernacle mean? (26:1) 

 

5. What were the dimensions of the Courtyard (27:9 & 12)? And what was the Courtyard 

made out of? (27:9) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6. The Terumah of silver: Rashi lists three different portions of silver contributions. Two 

were obligatory; one was optional. The half shekel gifts (one for the public sacrifices and 

one for the sockets of the Tabernacle planks) were obligatory. Which was the optional 

gift of silver? (25:3) 

 

7. What were the Tachash animals? (25:6) 

 

8. With the Menorah, Hashem directed them to make spoons. What were these spoons used 

for? (25:38) 

 

9. Where did they get Acacia wood for the construction of the Mishkan/Tabernacle? 

(26:15) 

 

10. How were the Courtyard curtains secured so that they would not be flapping in the wind? 

(27:19) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

 

11. Why were the staves that were placed at the sides of the Ark permanent (even in the 

Holy Temple where the Ark was never moved)? (Hirsch) 

 

12. How long is a cubit? 

 

13. The Ibn Ezra attempted not to use Midrash in his commentary. According to the Ibn Ezra 

where did Bnei Yisrael get Acacia wood to build the Mishkan/Tabernacle? 

 

IV. From the Haftorah : Kings I 

 

14. From where did Bnei Yisrael get the wood and stones necessary to build the first Holy 

Temple? 

 

 V.  Relationships 

a) Chushim – Naftali 

b) Shailah – Gershon  

c) Kehat – Merari 

d) Shimron – Shimon  

e) Elifaz – Yitzchak  



 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT TERUMAH 5775 

 

 

1. To build a Tabernacle/Mishkan for Hashem to have a “resting” place among the people. 

 

2. The Aron/Ark. 

 

3. The Show-bread. 

 

4. The Tabernacle had three or four covers; and these covers are referred to as the 

Mishkan/Tabernacle. 

 

5. The dimensions of the Courtyard were 100 x 50 cubits. The Courtyard was made of curtains. 

 

6. The optional gift of silver was used to make vessels for the Mishkan/Tabernacle. 

 

7. The Tachash was a beautiful multi-colored animal that existed only at that time and became 

extinct. 

 

8. The spoons were used to remove the previous day’s ash. 

 

9. Yaakov planted these trees in Egypt and commanded his sons to take them with when the Exodus 

occurs. 

 

10. The Courtyard curtains were secured by ropes tied to pegs that were driven into the ground. 

 

11. To teach us that the Torah and its teachings are portable and not limited to the space of the 

Mishkan or Holy Temple. 

 

12. 18-24 inches. To make it simple most modern commentators use 2 feet equals 1 cubit. 

 

13. According to the Ibn Ezra there must have been a (small) forest near Mount Sinai. 

 

14. Lebanon. 

 

  Relationships: 

a) Uncle Naftali 

b) First cousins (Shailah was a son of Yehudah and Gershon was a son of Levi) 

c) Brothers 

d) Uncle Shimon (Shimron was a son of Yissachar) 

e) Grandfather Yitzchak (Elifaz was a son of Esav) 

 

 


