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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHIOT TAZRIA-METZORAH 5775 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

I. From the Text 

1. The sidrah begins with the law of a woman giving birth, followed by the laws of biblical 

leprosy.  What is the link common to these two laws? (Chapters 12 and 13) 

 

2. What two sacrifices does a birthing mother bring upon achieving purity status? (12:6) 

 

3. Where does the Biblical Leper (Tamei Tzora’at) reside in his state of impurity? (13:46) 

 

4. What steps were taken to purify the Biblical Leper once his condition improved? (14:1-

14) 

 

5. How many “clean” days must a menstruant woman wait before being able to become 

pure again? (15:28) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

6. When the birthing mother brings her two sacrifices, which one does she offer first? 

 

7. If the white color of the patch does not appear deeper than the skin, and the hair does not 

change to white, the person is quarantined.  How is this accomplished? (13:4 Rashi; the 

Tur and Rosh disagree with Rashi.) 

 

8. What happens to the person if he were quarantined but not declared Tamei (impure) by 

the Kohen? (13:6) 

 

9. For what purpose does the Tamei Tzora’at, the Biblical Leper, declare, “Tamei, Tamei” 

(impure, impure) when he goes about? (13:45) 

 

10. Why does a person remove the contents of his house before asking the Kohen to visit and 

judge his house for impurity (Tum’ah)? (14:36) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

11. What law is added here with the Torah telling us that the baby boy needs circumcision? 

(12:3, Sifra and Talmud Shabbat 132a) 

 

12. What is another reason why the Biblical Leper would declare, “Tamei, Tamei” (impure, 

impure) as he went about? (Mo’ed Kattan 5a) 

 

13. Why would God cause a leprous condition to contaminate a house? (Rambam: Hil. 

Tum’at Tzora’at 16:10) 

 

IV. Haftorah : Kings II 

14. Why did the army of Aram flee suddenly, abandoning their siege against the Israelites? 

 

 V. Relationships 

 

a) Machalat – Adah – Oholivamah 

b) Elifaz – Amalek 

c) Esav – Nachat 

d) Shuni – Guni – Carmi 

e) Dina – Bela  



 

 

 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHIOT TAZRIA-METZORAH 5775 

 

 

1. The link between the two laws is the impurity, Tum’ah, of a human being.  

 

2. She brings an Olah (whole burnt offering) and a Chattat (a sin offering). 

 

3. Outside the camp of Israel. 

 

4. The first part of the ritual was performed with two birds outside the camp.  Then he re-entered 

the camp but still Tamei (impure).  After a week he can bring the sacrifices that would complete 

his purification. 

 

5. Seven days. 

 

6. She brought the Chattat first, the sin offering. 

 

7. Rashi: the person is placed in a room for one week.  Tur and Rosh: there is no quarantine as 

Rashi describes.  The Kohen marks and “quarantines” the white patch on the leper’s skin.  In this 

way he is able to tell immediately whether the affliction is larger or smaller than last week. 

 

8. Quarantining reduces his impurity to the degree that it requires him to immerse himself and his 

garments in the mikvah. 

 

9. To warn people to stay away from him. 

 

10. The house does not become Tamei, impure, until the Kohen pronounces it as such.  Hence the 

removal of the contents prevents the contents from becoming Tamei, impure. 

 

11. The Torah is teaching here that the Brit Milah must be performed during the day time. 

 

12. To inform others of his condition so that they will pray for him. 

 

13. Though the owner of the house has exhibited selfish behavior and gossip, God offers a less 

severe punishment to motivate penitent behavior.  If ignored, then God will cause Tzara’at to 

invade one’s clothing, and then finally one’s body. 

 

14. Hashem caused them to hear oncoming chariots and an army that they figured was going to 

attack them. So, they fled. 

 

  Relationships: 

a) Co-wives of Esav 

b) Father Elifaz 

c) Grandfather Esav 

d) First cousins 

e) Aunt Dina 

  

 


