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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT SHEMINI 5775 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

I. From the Text 

 

1.  “It was on the 8
th
 day…” (9:1). The 8

th
 day of what? 

 

2.  What act indicated to all that Hashem accepted Aharon’s sacrifices? (9:24) 

 

3.  What sin did Nadav and Avihu commit for which they were divinely executed? (10:1) 

 

4.  What are the kosher signs for animals? (11:3) 

 

5.  How was the Torah’s identification of kosher birds different from its description of kosher 

animals and fish?  

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6.  Why did Moshe call for the nation’s elders to witness the consecration of Aharon and sons? 

(9:1) 

 

7.  Why was Aharon required to bring a young bull for a sin offering? (9:2) 

 

8.  What reward did Aharon receive from being silent when two of his sons died? (10:3) 

 

9.  How does Rashi define the non-kosher bird, the Shalach? (11:17) 

 

10.  Keeping the kashrut laws will bring us sanctity (11:44). What will this sanctity offer us? 

 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

11.  How do we know that the Kohanim have to raise their hands when they duchen? (Sotah 38a) 

 

12.  The Kohen is not permitted to drink any intoxicating beverage before performing a ritual 

service. Why would he want to? (Netziv) 

 

13.  Not all scales are the same that the Torah requires to identify a kosher fish. Which scales are 

required here? (Ramban)  

 

IV. From the Haftorah : Machor Chodesh Samuel I 

     14. At the special Rosh Chodesh banquet, who sat next to King Shaul? And whose seat was 

empty? 

 

 

 V.  Relationships 

a) Michal (King David’s wife) – King Saul 

b) Nadav – Itamar 

c) Avihu – Pinchas 

d) Aharon – Gershom 

e) Elazar – Eliezer  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT SHEMINI 5775 

 

 

1. The 8
th
 day of the Days of Consecration – inaugurating Aharon and his four sons as the Kohanim. 

 

2. A fire came forth from Hashem and consumed the offerings. 

 

3. They brought an alien fire (that was not commanded) on the incense offering. 

 

4. (Completely) split hooves, and it chews (brings up) its cud. 

 

5. For animals and fish the Torah gives us signs to look for. For birds it gives us a list of 20 non-

kosher birds and the rest of the birds should be considered kosher. [RED’s note: In halachah we 

require to have a long Mesorah/Tradition that the bird is kosher.] 

 

6. To know that Aharon did not grab the Kehunah on his own; it was ordained by Hashem. 

 

7. To show that Aharon was to be forgiven for his role in the sin of the Golden Calf. 

 

8. The mitzvah immediately following the death of Aharon’s two sons was directly given to Aharon 

(and not Moshe). 

 

9. A bird that draw fish out of the water to eat. (Pelican, Heron…) 

 

10. We will be elevated in the World to Come. 

 

11. Because Aharon raised his hands (9:22) when he blessed the people. 

 

12. A Kohen might be nervous before approaching the Altar. People drink liquor to steady their 

nerves and give them emotional strength. 

 

13. Scales that can be scraped off easily with a knife is the indication of a kosher fish. This excludes 

scales that are not clearly defined such as those of shellfish and amphibians. 

 

14. Avner sat next to King Saul; David’s seat was empty. 

 

 

  Relationships: 

a) Father – Daughter 

b) Brothers 

c) Uncle Avihu 

d) Uncle Aharon 

e) First cousins  

 

 


