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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT MIKEITZ 5775 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 

I. From the Text 

 

1. What were Pharaoh’s two dreams?  (41:1-7) 

 

2. If the interpretation of Pharaoh’s two dreams were the same, why did he have two 

dreams?  (41:32) 

 

3. How old was Yosef when he became Viceroy?  (How long was he away from his 

family?)  (41:46) 

 

4. Whom did Viceroy Yosef imprison when sending the brothers back to Canaan?  (42:24) 

 

5. What gifts did Yaakov send to the Viceroy when the brothers returned to Egypt with 

Binyamin?  (43:11) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6. What was the significance of the lean cows swallowing the fat cows?  (41:4) 

 

7. Why did Viceroy Yosef command the Egyptians to circumcise themselves?  (41:55) 

 

8. Why did the brothers not recognize the Viceroy as Yosef?  (42:8) 

 

9. Who was the interpreter for the Viceroy and the brothers?  (42:23) 

 

10. What did Yaakov do to ensure the security of his sons when they went to Egypt the 

second time?  (43:14) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

 

11. On what Jewish holiday was Yosef released from prison?  (Talmud) 

 

12. In what merit did Yosef deserve to become Viceroy?  (Midrash) 

 

13. Why did the Egyptians refuse to eat together with the Jews?  (Onkelos 43:32) 

 

IV. Haftorah : Zechariah (Chanukah) 

 

14. Whom did the prophet Zechariah rebuke? 

 

 V.  Relationships 

 

a) Moshe – Nadav 

b) Moshe – Merari 

c) Kehat – Machli 

d) Yaakov – Elifaz 

e) Esav – Lavan 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT MIKEITZ 5775 

 

 

1. First Dream:  Seven lean cows ate seven fat cows.   

 Second Dream: Seven thin ears of grain swallowed seven sprouting ears of grain. 

 

2. The dreams were repeated in order to say that the years of plenty and famine will come quickly. 

 

3. Yosef was 30 when he became Viceroy.  (He left his family when he was 17 …) 

 

4. Shimon. 

 

5. Balsam, honey, wax, lotus, pistachios, and almonds. 

 

6. This symbolized that all the joy of the years of plenty would be forgotten during the famine. 

 

7. To save the brothers from ridicule. 

 

8. Yosef now had a full beard, which he did not have at age 17. 

 

9. Yosef’s son, Menasheh. 

 

10. Yaakov prayed. 

 

11. Rosh HaShanah. 

 

12. He did not sin with Potiphar’s wife. 

 

13. The Jews ate meat, animals that the Egyptians worshipped. 

 

14. Zechariah rebuked Yehoshua, the High Priest at the time. 

 

 

 Relationships: 

a) Uncle Moshe 

b) Uncle Merari 

c) Uncle Kehat 

d) Uncle Yaakov 

e) Uncle Lavan 

 


