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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT CHUKAT 5775 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 

I. From the Text 

 

1. Where in particular is the ritual of the Red Heifer prepared? (19:3) 

 

2. How many times did Moshe hit the rock? (20:11)  

 

3. Where did Aharon die? Where was he buried? (20:22) 

 

4. Why did Hashem send fiery serpents against the people to bite them? (21:5) 

 

5. Which two kings attacked Bnei Yisrael and were killed in battle? (21:21-35) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6. Why was Miriam’s death juxtaposed with the chapter of the Red Heifer? (20:1) 

 

7. What was Moshe’s sin for which he was punished with the decree not to enter the 

Promised Land? (20:11,12) 

 

8. How was Aharon comforted when told that he was now to die? (20:25) 

 

9. After Aharon died, the Canaanite King of Arad attacked. The Midrash says that it was 

actually Amalek attacking but pretending to be Canaanites. Why pretend to be 

Canaanites? (21:1) 

 

10. How did the copper snake cure the people who were snake bitten? (21:8) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

 

11. The ritual of the Red Heifer is the epitome of a CHOK, a statute that we cannot 

understand. According to Midrash, what is the great paradox in the law that is hard to 

comprehend? 

 

12. What gifts were given to Bnei Yisrael in the desert through the merits of Aharon, Moshe, 

and Miriam? (Taanit 9a) 

 

13. When are the yahrzeit dates of Moshe, Aharon, and Miriam? 

 

IV. From the Haftorah : Judges 

 

14. Who attempted to negotiate with Ammon when they claimed the rights to the land 

occupied by Bnei Yisrael? 

 

 V.  Relationships 

a) Lavan – Nachor 

b) Rachel – Menashe 

c) Miriam – Pinchas 

d) Yocheved – Amram (2 answers) 

e) Menashe – Gilad  

 



 

 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT CHUKAT 5775 

 

 

1. Outside the camp of Israel. (In Jerusalem it was done outside the walls of the city, on Mount 

Olives.) 

 

2. Twice. 

 

3. On Mount Hor. 

 

4. The people complained: why bring us out to the desert to die? 

 

5. Sichon and Og. 

 

6. To teach us that just as sacrifices bring atonement, so does the death of the righteous. 

 

7. Moshe hit the rock instead of speaking to it. 

 

8. Moshe told Aharon that his son Elazar was to succeed him. 

 

9. So that Bnei Yisrael would pray incorrectly to Hashem for deliverance from the Canaanites. 

 

10. By looking up, they were reminded of the supremacy of God. 

 

11. The ashes of the Red Heifer purified the impure; and yet those who are preparing it become 

impure. 

 

12. Aharon: the Clouds of Glory. Moshe: the Mannah . Miriam: the Well.  

 

13. Moshe: The 7
th
 of Adar. Aharon: The 1

st
 of Av. Miriam: The 10

th
 of Nissan. 

 

14. Yiftach. 

 

 

  Relationships: 

a) Grandfather Nachor 

b) Grandmother Rachel 

c) Great-aunt Miriam 

d) Husband – Wife; and aunt Yocheved 

e) Grandfather Menashe 

 


