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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT BO 5775 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

I. From the Text 

1. How many plagues are there in this Sidrah? Name them. 

 

2. During the Plague of Darkness, Pharaoh was willing to send all of Bnei Yisrael out of 

Egypt. What was Moshe insisting upon that Pharaoh was now too stubborn to agree to? 

(10:24-25) 

 

3. How and when did Bnei Yisrael eat the Passover sacrifice? (12:8) 

 

4. On what calendar date did Bnei Yisrael offer the Passover sacrifice? And on what 

calendar date did the Exodus actually occur? 

 

5. What other new mitzvah was given to Bnei Yisrael which seemingly has nothing to do 

with Pesach? (13:9) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

6. The Torah says that the swarm of locusts was never worse, nor would there be one this 

great (10:14). How does Rashi explain that in the prophecy of the Prophet Yoel it says 

that the Plague of Locusts was worse than that of Egypt? 

 

7. In 11:2, Hashem requests of Moshe to tell Bnei Yisrael to please ask the Egyptian 

neighbors to give them gold and silver vessels. Why was this so important to Hashem? 

 

8. Why did Moshe say that the final plague, the Killing of the Firstborn, would occur at 

about midnight and not exactly at midnight? (11:4) 

 

9. What non-Pesach law is learned from the expression that one must “guard” the matzah? 

(12:17) 

 

10. What are the two definitions that Rashi offers for the verb Pasach : Hashem will pass 

through (12:23)?  

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

11. If the hail destroyed the trees (9:25), what trees were there for the locusts to consume 

(10:5)? ( Ibn Ezra, Ramban) 

 

12. Moshe tells Pharaoh that everyone in Bnei Yisrael needs to leave Egypt because “it is a 

festival of Hashem for us.” Which festival? (Rabbeinu Bachya) 

 

13. What does the mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh, which was now the first mitzvah given to the 

nation of Israel, have to do with the Exodus from Egypt? (Rav Soloveitchik) 

 

IV. From the Haftorah : Jeremiah 

14. In the Torah sidrah, Egypt is defeated by Hashem and Bnei Yisrael. According to the 

prophecy of the Prophet Jeremiah, who will defeat Egypt some 800 years later? 

 

 V.  Relationships 

a) Miriam – Pinchas 

b) Aharon – Chur  

c) Raamses – Bitya 

d) Nachshon - Elisheva 

e) Moshe – Elisheva  



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT BO 5775 

 

1. The final three plagues are in this parsha: Locusts, Darkness, the Killing of the Firstborn. 

 

2. Pharaoh did not want Bnei Yisrael to take their flocks and cattle. Moshe insisted they take them, 

and Pharaoh should offer sacrifices to Hashem also. 

 

3. At the first night of Pesach, Bnei Yisrael would eat the meat of the Korban Pesach, roasted over 

the fire, with Matzah and Marror (bitter herbs). 

 

4. On the 14
th
 day of Nissan they offered a Passover sacrifice, and the actual Exodus occurred the 

next day on the 15
th
 of Nissan. 

 

5. Tefillin. 

 

6. The locust devastation at the time of Yoel was with many different types of locusts. Moshe’s 

locust devastation was only of one species. 

 

7. By doing so Hashem would be fulfilling His promise to Avraham in the Covenant between the 

Pieces that the people would leave their slavery with great wealth. 

 

8. Moshe was concerned lest the Egyptian astrologers will miscalculate. 

 

9. Rashi quotes Rabbi Yoshiah that one must safeguard the Matzot, and as well safeguard the 

Mitzvot. Don’t put off performing a Mitzvah – do the Mitzvah right away. 

 

10. Hashem will pass over, skip the Jewish people. Also, Hashem will have compassion on the 

Jewish people. 

 

11. The hail did not totally destroy the trees but inflicted much damage by breaking many branches. 

There was enough time for the trees to produce more foliage before the locusts came. 

 

12. Shavuot. 

 

13. Slaves have no control over their time since they are totally under the control of their masters. 

With the Mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh Hashem was granting Bnei Yisrael the freedom to be in 

control of their own time. 

 

14. Babylonia.  

 

  Relationships: 

a) Great-aunt Miriam 

b) Uncle Aharon 

c) Father – Daughter 

d) Brother – Sister  

e) Brother-in-law – Sister-in-law  

 


