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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT BESHALACH 5775 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

I. From the Text 

1. Why did Hashem not lead Bnei Yisrael in a direct route from Egypt to Canaan? (13:17) 

 

2. How did Hashem lead the people on their journey through the desert? (What mechanism 

did He use to lead them?) (13:21) 

 

3. How did Bnei Yisrael really know that the Egyptians died at the Splitting of the Sea? 

(Maybe they were able to retreat back the way they came.) (14:30) 

 

4. After the Splitting of the Sea, the people did not find sweet water to drink. How did 

Hashem (and Moshe) supply them with water at the place called Marah. (14:25) 

 

5. Who led the army in the victorious battle against Amalek? (17:13) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

6. According to a Midrash only 1/5 of Bnei Yisrael experienced the Exodus. What 

happened to the 80% of the Jewish people in Egypt? (13:18) 

 

7. The Torah tells us that Moshe took Yosef’s remains with him to be buried in Eretz 

Yisrael. Where are the other tribal brothers buried? (13:19) 

 

8. How did Pharaoh know that Bnei Yisrael had no intention of returning to Egypt after 

their 3 day excursion in the desert? (14:5) 

 

9. Usually the Pillar of Cloud that led the people in the desert during the day was replaced 

by a Pillar of Fire at night. On the night before the Splitting of the Sea, both Pillars were 

in effect and everybody could see both of them. What did the Pillar of Cloud do during 

the night? (14:19) 

 

10. Why did Hashem specifically want Moshe to use the same staff that he used to bring the 

plagues in Egypt and now use it to hit the rock to bring forth water? (17:5) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

11. When Bnei Yisrael saw the Egyptian army coming after them, they became afraid. 

(14:13) Why were they afraid when Hashem has proven His might and protection for 

them? (Ibn Ezra) 

 

12. What lesson did the Sages derive from the verse “this is my God and I will beautify 

Him”? (Shabbat 133b) 

 

13. Why did Hashem supply Bnei Yisrael the food of Mannah with only a one day supply? 

 

IV. From the Haftorah : Judges 

14. Who killed the general Sisera of the enemy army?  

 

 V.  Relationships 

a) Chur – Miriam 

b) Devorah – Lapidot 

c) Tzipporah – Pinchas 

d) Nadav – Avihu  

e) Levi – Gershon  

 



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT BESHALACH 5775 

 

 

1. Lest Bnei Yisrael be confronted by a war and then want to return to Egypt. 

 

2. The Pillar of Cloud by day; the Pillar of Fire by night. 

 

3. Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 

 

4. At Hashem’s command, Moshe threw a tree into the water, and the water became sweet. 

 

5. Yehoshua. 

 

6. They were not prepared to accept the new life as God’s people, so Hashem had them die during 

the Plague of Darkness. 

 

7. The remains of Yosef’s brothers were also carried to Eretz Yisrael and reinterred there. 

 

8. Pharaoh had sent spies with Bnei Yisrael into the desert. After the 3 days, these spies saw that 

Bnei Yisrael were moving and they showed no intention of returning to Egypt. These spies then 

returned and reported to Pharaoh. 

 

9. The Pillar of Cloud was doing two things. The Pillar of Cloud acted as a shield to protect the 

camp of Israel from the stones and arrows that the Egyptians hurled at the Jewish people. 

Secondly the Pillar of Cloud blocked the light of the Pillar of Fire from shining on the Egyptians. 

The Egyptians were in darkness while the Jews had light. 

 

10. The people had felt that this special staff could bring only bad things to the world; it would be 

used now for good things as well. 

 

11. The Jews who left Egypt had been slaves and developed a slave mentality that they could not 

shake. 

 

12. We should serve Hashem in a beautiful manner by obtaining a beautiful Etrog, Sukkah, Tefillin, 

et al. 

 

13. Hashem was teaching them that He was the Provider at all times. The double portion on Friday 

taught them that the observance of Shabbat would never deny them proper livelihood. (Hirsch) 

 

14. A woman named Yael. 

 

  Relationships: 

a) Mother – Son 

b) Husband – Wife 

c) Great-aunt Tzipporah 

d) Brothers 

e) Father Levi  

 


