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JEWISH LIVING IN 

East Brunswick, New Jersey

T 
he Jewish community has 
been proud to call East 
Brunswick home for the last 
half-century. Located along 
the southern shore of the 
Raritan River, this established 

commuter suburb in central New Jersey 
offers all the amenities a Jewish family 
needs: a shul, day schools, camps, kosher 
food, jobs, parks and spacious homes. 

Approximately 15,000 Jews live in 
5,000 Jewish households in East Bruns-
wick. Many families and young profes-
sionals moved here for various reasons; 

some were raised in northern and central 
New Jersey, while others desired a subur-
ban lifestyle within commuting distance 
of New York City. The first Orthodox con-
gregation, the Young Israel of East Bruns-
wick, was founded in 1975. In 1982, the 
congregation purchased a home on Dun-
hams Corner Road—the present site of the 
Young Israel—and has since built a syna-
gogue, social hall, beis midrash and school 
building serving more than 200 frum/ 
shomer Shabbos families.

The Young Israel prides itself on foster-
ing a diverse yet close-knit community. 

 Warm, friendly 
community in the heart 
of central Jersey

 

REAL ESTATE
Many houses are within walking distance 

of the Young Israel of East Brunswick. 

RENTALS 
One-bedroom apartments rent for 

$1,100 to $1,500 per month with utili-
ties; two-bedroom apartments rent for 

$1,450 to $1,900 per month with utilities.

PURCHASE 
Twenty homes are currently on the 
market, ranging from $325,000 to 
$1,375,000 (six newly constructed 

homes range from $700,000 to 
$790,000). Fifty-six homes have sold 

in the past year, from $280,000 to 
$900,000. 
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In one shul you can find members who 
have a religious background as well as 
members who come from less observant 
backgrounds. While the majority of the 
members are Ashkenazim, there is a small 
group of Sephardic Jews. Some members 
wear knitted yarmulkes while others wear 
velvet yarmulkes or hats. What makes the 
Young Israel a special place is the unity, tol-
erance and respect shown to each person. 

The “one-shul” community is incred-
ibly warm and friendly. Because residents 
congregate in the same shul each Shabbos, 
they all know and support each other. The 
shul has an active sisterhood and popular 
programs for people of all ages. The youth 
department offers family programs, hosts 
regional shabbatonim, coordinates com-
munity charity projects, and runs social 
and educational programs. Adults can 
avail themselves of an extensive library 
along with weekly learning opportunities, 
scholar-in-residence programs and social 
events.

The Young Israel has attracted an influx 
of young families in recent years, drawn 
mostly by the “one-shul” community, great 
schools, great jobs and affordable property. 
The shul’s dynamic young leaders, Rabbi 
Jay and Rebbetzin Sharon Weinstein, and 
its sizable group of young members and 
families are important factors in the com-
munity’s growing popularity. Like any 
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The average winter (January) tempera-
ture in East Brunswick ranges from 22 
to 39°F.; the average summer (July) tem-
perature ranges from 65 to 86°F. The 
average precipitation in East Brunswick 
ranges from 2.98 inches in February to 
5.08 inches in July. 

WEATHER

East Brunswick, New Jersey TUITION
Tuition and compulsory expenses in 
several local Jewish kindergartens 

range from $9,600 to $12,000, and in 
several local Jewish preschools from 

$7,400 to $9,500. Tuition and  
compulsory expenses in local  

yeshivah day schools range from 
$13,900 to $15,000 per year for  

elementary school.

FOOD
A half-gallon of chalav Yisrael milk costs 

between $2.59 and $3.79. 
A 64-ounce bottle of Kedem concord 

grape juice costs $3.99.

Cost of Living

Getting there
From New York: 45 minutes 
by car; about an hour by train 
from New York Penn Station 
to New Jersey Transit’s New 
Brunswick station.

From Israel: Nonstop flights 
(11 hours) are available daily to 
Newark Airport on El Al.


modern Jewish community, some of the 
young people who grow up in East Bruns-
wick choose to make their home here; two 
such families have recently done so. Many 
others live in neighboring communities or 
elsewhere in the greater New York/New 
Jersey area.

The Highland Park Community Kollel, 
about 15 minutes away, is open to commu-
nity members who wish to learn there. The 
kollel also provides a weekly Gemara shiur 
at the Young Israel.

Convenient access to kosher food, 
strong local day schools, an eruv, and an 
in-town mikvah make East Brunswick an 
ideal place to call home. Residents can 
shop for kosher food in three local super-
markets, including a kosher bakery, and 
enjoy eight kosher dairy or meat restau-
rants within a 12-mile radius. The nearest 
Hatzolah chapter is located in Lakewood, 
about 30 miles away.

There are also chesed opportunities for 
young people through the Tween/Teen 
Leadership and Chesed (TLC) program at 
Camp Keshet, the Young Israel’s summer 
day camp. The program is open to those 
entering sixth through ninth grades and 
focuses on leadership skills and chesed 
work, including feeding the hungry, caring 
for the environment, integrating those 
with special needs into the community, 
and bikur cholim. 

The Center for Early Learning at the 
Young Israel—developed and operated 



in partnership with the Yeshiva at the 
Jersey Shore—features programs for 
two-, three- and four-year-olds and kin-
dergarteners. Synagogue members also 
attend over a half-dozen other preschool 
and elementary schools. One educational 
option unique to East Brunswick is the 
Hatikvah International Academy Charter 
School, now in its fourth year of opera-
tion, one of the few dual-language He-
brew-immersion charter schools in the 
United States. 

East Brunswick residents go on to 
attend high schools and yeshivos through-
out New York and New Jersey. •

To submit a community’s story or to have 
your community featured here, please con-
tact us at submissions@amimagazine.org.


