
The Mitzvot of Purim: 
How to do them and their significance. 

 
LISTEN TO THE MEGILLAH 

  
To relive the miraculous events of Purim, we listen to 
the reading of the Megillah (the scroll of Esther) on 
Saturday night, February 23th and again on Sunday, 
February 24th during the daytime. When Haman’s name 
is mentioned, we twirl groggers and stomp our feet to 
“drown out” his evil name. Tell the children Purim is the 
only time when it’s a mitzvah to make noise! 

 

SEND GIFTS OF FOOD 
 
On Purim we emphasize the importance of Jewish unity 
and friendship by sending gifts of food to friends. Send 
a gift of at least two kinds of ready-to-eat foods (for 
example, pastry, fruit, beverage) to at least one friend 
on Sunday, February 24th , during the daytime. It is 
proper that men send to men and women to women. 
Sending these gifts should be done through a third par-
ty. Children, in addition to sending their own gifts of 
food, make enthusiastic messengers. 

 

EAT THE FESTIVE MEAL 
 
As on all festivals, we celebrate Purim with a special 
festive meal on Sunday, February 24th during the day-
time, when the family and friends gather together to 
rejoice in the Purim spirit.  

 
GIVE GIFTS TO THE NEEDY 

 
Concern for the needy is a year-round responsibility for 
the Jew. On Purim, particularly, it is a special mitzvah to 
remember the poor. Give charity to at least two, but 
preferably more, needy individuals on Sunday, Febru-
ary 24th during the daytime. Rabbi Benchimol has a 
purim fund dedicated for the poor. Please contact 
him—no later than Thursday—so that he can distribute 
the funds.  

THE MITZVOT OF PURIM 
 

Purim is the festival, which commemorates the 
breath-taking victory over the murderous designs of 
Haman. Observed on the fourteenth of Adar, this 
joyous festival reveals the hidden hand of G-d in the 
events of man. It is a day to be celebrated by the en-
tire family – not only adults and boys and girls past 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, but youngsters too should be en-
couraged to fulfill the mitzvot of Purim. 
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THE  HISTO R Y O F P URIM  

 
DANGER IN EXILE 

 
Jewish morale was at an all time low. The Holy 
Temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed, the na-
tion conquered and, for almost 70 years, had been 
dispersed in foreign lands. The prophesied end of 
Exile had not materialized and the blight of assimi-
lation had set in. 
 
Just then the enemy arose to carry out his evil 
plans. This time it was Haman. Descended from the 
Jew-hating tribe of Amalek, Haman devised his 
scheme to solve the “Jewish problem” once and 
for all, by annihilating every Jew: men, women and 
children throughout the world, in a single day. 
 

RALLYING THE JEWS 
 

And it almost worked, were it not for Mordechai, a 
descendant of King Saul and advisor to King 
Achasverosh. Mordechai sensed the danger. Don-
ning sackcloth and ashes, he went to the gate of 
the palace, crying aloud, rallying the Jews to return 
to Torah. 

 
His niece, Queen Esther, 
called for him. He told 
her that she must go to 
the king and plead for 
her people. Officially in 
disfavor, she feared to 
go, but saw that she had 
no choice. She under-
took a three-day fast of 
penitence and called 
upon the whole Jewish 
people to do likewise. Then she went to the king… 

VICTORY 
 

It is a story of great courage and self-sacrifice: first 
and foremost by Queen Esther and Mordechai and 
ultimately by the whole Jewish nation. For through-
out the duration of the whole year, not one single 
Jew chose to convert, even to save his life. The na-
tion was awakened to a whole-hearted return to 
Torah and Mitzvot and throughout the year 
strengthened their faith and observance. 

 
And in the merit of this, they were able to rise up 
against their enemies and overpower them, on the 
13th of Adar, the very day destined for their annihi-
lation. 

 
The Jewish people had shown their true character. 
They had earned the right to leave Exile, to return 
to the Holy Land and rebuild the Temple. 

 
As it was in those days, so may it be with us. 

 

Have a Happy Purim! 

 

(A synopsis of this story can be found in “Ve-al 
Hanissim” – a special paragraph added to the Ami-
dah & Birkat Hamazon on Purim) 

THE F INAL REDEMPTION 
 
Our sages tell us that when Mashiach comes, 
although many of the Jewish festivals will no 
longer be celebrated, the “Yom Tov” of  
Purim will still be celebrated throughout the 
Jewish nation. 
 

Previous miracles where Hashem has re-
vealed Himself and performed supernatural 
miracles will be eclipsed by the miraculous 
events surrounding the coming of Mashiach. 
The Yomim Tovim commemorating these 
events will no longer be celebrated because 
the events they recall will be of secondary 
importance in comparison to those we will 
witness in the future.  
 
Purim however, occupies a unique space 
amongst the other Yamim Tovim. It recalls 
that Hashem’s hand guides our lives and that 
all events are controlled by Him even if we 
do not openly see Him. Thus we will contin-
ue to celebrate this unique Yom Tov that 
offers us a glimpse of His master plan that 
guides nature even when Yamim Tovim cele-
brating supernatural events are no longer 
celebrated. 

—Vilna Gaon  on Megillat Esther.  


