
QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT BESHALACH 

 
Q-1.  (a) Since Hashem freed Bnei Yisrael from Mitzrayim, why does the parasha credit Pharaoh (2 views)? (b) (1) Why did He not lead Bnei 

Yisrael via Eretz Pelishtim (6 views)? (2) If Hashem was concerned that Bnei Yisrael would want to return to Mitzrayim if the Pelishtim attacked 
them, why did He not have the same concern for an attack by Amaleik? (c) What does leaving “chamushim” mean (2 views)? (d) How did 
carrying Yosef’s bones help Bnei Yisrael (3 views)? (e) How could they travel day and night without fatigue (3 views)? (Shemot 13:17-21)   
 
A-1.  (a) (1) Pharaoh escorted them from Mitzrayim with honor (Mechilta). (2) Bnei Yisrael were not sure of lasting freedom until Pharaoh told 
them to go (Kol haTorah). (b) (1) (i) A Pelishti attack would cause those fearing warfare to return to nearby Mitzrayim (Rashi). (ii) Travelers along 
this route could scare them by telling them of Pharaoh’s pursuit (Rashbam). (iii) It would violate Moshe’s promise to Pharaoh that Bnei Yisrael 
would worship in the midbar (Yonatan ben Uziel). (iv) With Avimelech’s grandchildren still alive, it would violate Avraham’s and Avimelech’s 
treaty for 3 generations of peace (Midrash Lekach Tov). (v) Hashem spared Bnei Yisrael’s seeing the bones of members of Sheivet Efrayim who 
escaped Mitrayim 30 years earlier but were slain by the Pelishtim (Targum Yonatan). (vi) Hashem took them to the midbar to give the Torah and 
mun, elevating their belief before entering Eretz Yisrael (Kli Yakar). (2) There was a concern for a Pelishti attack only when crossing Pelishti land 
to get to Cana’an, but they went nowhere near Amaleiki land – Amaleik went out to the midbar to attack Bnei Yisrael and would have attacked 
them even if they tried to return to Mitzrayim (Ramban). (c) (1) They were armed; (2) only 1/5 of Bnei Yisrael left – the rest, unable to adapt to 
Hashem’s Ways, died during choshech (Rashi). (d) (1) When the nations claimed the Torah is illogical since man cannot overcome passions, 
Yosef showed we can do it (Sotah 13b). (2) When some argued that Bnei Yisrael should return to Mitzrayim, they were reminded that Yosef 
showed the Mitzrim as ingrates who enslaved Bnei Yisrael after Yosef saved them; (3) when Bnei Yisrael saw themselves as slaves, Yosef’s 
coffin showed they came from nobility (Shemot Raba). (e) Bnei Yisrael travelled (1) slowly – some tribes journeyed during the day while the 
others rested, and some at night (ibn Ezra). (2) constantly only until Pharaoh realized that they were escaping, so he would pursue them 
(Sforno). (3) with zeal to receive the Torah (R. Bechaya).  
 
 
Q-2.   (a) When the Mitzrim pursued Bnei Yisrael, why does the Torah say (1) that the Mitzrim “nosei-a” (journeyed) – singular – after them (2 
views)? (2) soos (horse)  – singular – since they were pursued by many soosim?  (b) (1) How did Hashem confound (va-yaham) the Mitzri camp 
(2 views)? (2) Why did the Mitzrim flee toward the water? (c) (1) Why did Bnei Yisrael both pray to Hashem while complaining to Moshe (2 
views)? (2) Why did Hashem tell Moshe not to pray, but rather lead Bnei Yisrael to the sea (5 views)? (d) At Yam Suf, (1) why did Hashem spare 
Pharaoh? (2) which 10 miracles did He perform for Bnei Yisrael? (3) which 10 plagues did He inflict on the Mitzrim? (Shemot 14:10-15,23-30)   
 
A-2.  (a) (1) (i) The Mitzrim were unified, like one man with one intent; (ii) Mitzrayim’s guardian angel pursued them; (2) to Hashem, the many 
horses they rode were no stronger than one horse; (b) (1) with (i) deafening noises (Rashi). (ii) various diseases (Sforno). (2) He directed the 
water to surge wherever the Mitzrim ran (Ohr haChaim). (c) (1) (i) Bnei Yisrael divided in 2 groups – the righteous prayed, while others 
complained; (ii) they all believed in Hashem but questioned if Moshe, on his own initiative, lead them into this dangerous predicament (Ramban). 
(2) (i) In immediate danger, action must be taken, with short tefila; (ii) tefila was unnecessary – Hashem already agreed to protect Bnei Yisrael 
(Rashi). (iii) Salvation depended on Bnei Yisrael’s action, not tefila (Nefesh haChaim). (iv) Moshe prayed, thinking they lacked faith to merit 
salvation – Hashem said He would save them (Sforno). (v) Hashem wanted them to show their faith by traveling into the sea, to merit its splitting 
(Ohr haChaim). (d) (1) To show teshuva’s power – Pharaoh, seeing his army’s death, admitted the truth of Hashem’s power, and He spared him 
(Pirkei deRebi Eliezer). (2) (i) The water split, (ii) forming a roof-like protection above Bnei Yisrael, (iii) into 12 passageways, one for each 
sheivet; (iv) the ground was dry under them, and (v) like clay under the Mitzrim; (vi) the water then hardened like rock, harming the Mitzrim; (vii) 
the solidified walls formed decorative mosaics for Bnei Yisrael; (viii) the walls were transparent – each sheivet saw the others; (ix) a thirsty Jew 
could stretch out his hand –  the wall melted; (x) after quenching his thirst, the wall solidified; (3) (i) in the morning, the Cloud Pillar kept the 
Mitzrim in darkness; (ii) the Cloud softened the ground like clay; (iii) the Fire Pillar’s heat caused their horses’ hoofs to fall off; (iv) when the heat 
burned their chariots’ wheels off, He dragged them into the sea; (v) the riders fell off their chariots, tumbling into mud, unable to rise; (vi) the 
waves gushed towards them – unable to flee; (vii) the upper waters cast them downward, and the lower waters cast them upward; (viii) earth at 
the bottom of the sea covered some of them; (ix) some sank into the water as fast as lead; (x) the sea cast their corpses on shore (R. Yonah).     
 
 
Q-3.  (a) Why do Torah scrolls have 42 lines in each column? (b) Since all of Bnei Yisrael sang, why does the shirat ha-yam (song of the sea) 
begin “a-shira” (I will sing) – singular (2 views)? (c) What halacha do we learn from Bnei Yisrael saying about Hashem, “va-anveihu” (I will 
beautify Him) (2 explanations)? (d) Why did Bnei Yisrael call Him “Nora Tehilot” (Fearsome of Praises) (2 reasons)? (e) Why were the following 
terrified of Bnei Yisrael (1) Pelishtim’s dwellers? (2) Edom’s chieftains? (3) Moav’s powers? (4) Ca’anan’s inhabitants? (f) Is the verse, “ki ba 
soos Pharaoh …” (When Pharaoh’s cavalry came …) part of the shira (2 views)? (g) Why is Aharon called “Miriam’s sister”? (Shemot 15:1-23) 
 
A-3.  (a) The column with the shira has 42 lines – the shira is 30 lines long, with 5 lines of text and a blank line above and under it – routinely, all 
columns to have this number of lines (Michtav MeiEliyahu). (b) (1) Moshe composed the shira, and Bnei Yisrael repeated it (Rashi). (2) The shira 
so inspired every Jew, he felt like it was his own (ibn Ezra). (c) We must (1) beautify His mitzvot by using a beautiful etrog or tefillin (Shabbat 
133b). (2) build Him a beautiful sanctuary (Ramban). (d) (1) People are afraid to praise Hashem since anything they say is too little (Rashi). (2) 
Hashem’s fearsome deeds are praiseworthy (Ramban). (e) (1) The Pelishtim feared Bnei Yisrael’s revenge for Bnei Efrayim’s massacre, 30 
years earlier; (2) Edom feared revenge for Eisav’s hatred of Ya’akov; (3) Moav feared punishment for Lot’s dispute with Avraham; (4) the 
Cana’anim feared that Bnei Yisrael would destroy them and take their land (R. Becahya). (f) (1) Yes – Bnei Yisrael were singing that while 
Hashem miraculously drowned Pharaoh’s horsemen, Bnei Yisrael miraculously walked on dry land, a miracle within a miracle (ibn Ezra). (2) No 
– this verse is written in prose style, unlike the shira – it continues the preamble verse, “Az yasir Moshe …”, telling us that when Bnei Yisrael 
walked in the sea, they sang the shira (Ramban). (g) After mentioning Moshe at the start of the shira and Miriam at the end, the Torah honored 

Aharon, indicating that he was their oldest brother, with his sister identified as a nevia (prophetess), intimating that he was a navi (Ramban). 
 
 
 



Q-4.  (a) Why does the Torah specify Eilim had 12 springs of water and 70 date-palms (2 views)? (b) Why is (1) “va-yilonu” (they complained) 
pronounced like it had a vav, but spelled with a 2

nd
 yud? (2) “ti-lonu” (incited complaints) pronounced like it had a yud but spelled with a vav? (3) 

telunot (complaints) without a 2
nd

 vav? (c) Why did Hashem say, “How long will you [Moshe and others] refuse to observe”, not “they [Bnei 
Yisrael] will refuse”? (d) How far may one walk on Shabbat (1) according to Torah law? (2) mi-derabanan?  (Shemot 15:27,16:2,7,12,28-29) 
 
A-4.   (a) (1) The 12 springs correspond to the 12 shevatim, and the 70 trees correspond to the 70 zekeinim – Hashem miraculously created a 
spring for the benefit of each sheivet, and a trees for the benefit of each of the zekeinim (Rashi). (2) Unlike Mara, which had bitter water, Eilim’s 
water was good quality since the date-palms thrived – the Mechilta says Hashem placed them in Eilim at the beginning of Creation (ibn Ezra). 
(b) (1) and (2) It tells us that they not only complained, but caused others to complain; (3) Without the vav, it could be pronounced telunat 
(complaint – singular) – Bnei Yisrael voiced many complaints, but they all resulted from one complaint – incomplete faith in Hashem (Medrash 
Lekach Tov). (c) When evil people complain, righteous people, even Moshe, can be considered guilty (Rashi). (d) (1) No more than 3 parsa’ot 

from the edge of the furthermost house of the city, where a parsa equals 4 mil, and a mil equals 2,000 amot – up to 24,000 amot; (2) Chazal 
made a seyog (precautionary fence) and forbade walking more than a mil, 2,000 amot, outside the city (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 24). 
 
 
Q-5.  (a) Avot 5:6 says, “with 10 trials our ancestors tested Hashem in the midbar – which 6 are in Beshalach? (b) In addition to Hashem testing 
Bnei Yisrael’s faith in Him by their not leaving the mun overnight nor collecting it on Shabbat, what else did the mun test (2 tests)? (c) Why is 
“ha-sevi’i” (the 7

th
 [day]) – 16:30) spelled with a missing yud? (Shemot 14:11-17:2) 

 
A-5.  (a) Bnei Yisrael (1) told Moshe at Yam Suf that they would have preferred to remain slaves in Mitzrayim than die in the midbar (Shemot 
14:11); (2) complained they had no water at Mara (15:24); (3) complained when they ran out of food (16:3); (4) left mun over after Moshe told 
them not to (16:20); (5) tried to collect mun on Shabbat (16:27); (6) complained against Moshe when the water ran out at Refidim (17:2) (Arachin 
15a). (b) (1) Would Bnei Yisrael follow Hashem without His providing food beyond the current day? (Ramban) (2) Since Bnei Yisrael did not work 
for sustenance, would they spend their time learning Torah and doing mitzvot? (Ohr HaChaim) (c) Bnei Yisrael rested on this Shabbat – it was 
an incomplete rest, i.e, some tried to collect mun – reflected by the missing yud (Heichal haBeracha). 
 
 
Q-6.  (a) Why does the Torah state, “Bnei Yisrael challenged Moshe”, saying, “tenu (give – plural) lanu mayim” (us water), not “tein” (singular) (2 
views)? (b) Why did Moshe order “Yehoshua” to fight Amaleik during the 1

st
 year in the midbar, since his name was Hoshea, with Moshe 

changing it to “Yehoshua” (Bamidbar 13:16) later before the cheit ha-meraglim in the 2
nd

 year? (c) Why did (1) Amaleik attack at Refidim?  (2) 
Moshe’s raising his hands cause Bnei Yisrael to prevail over Amaleik? (3) Moshe lower his hands, since it weakened Bnei Yisrael (2 reasons)? 
(Shemot 17:2,7-11) 
 
A-6.  (a) Their challenge was directed against both (1) Moshe and Aharon (Ramban). (2) Moshe and Hashem (Ohr haChaim). (b) Moshe gave 
Yehoshua that name earlier, when Yehoshua began serving him, since he knew prophetically that Yehoshua was destined to go with the 
meraglim (Ramban). (c) (1) At Refidim, Bnei Yisrael’s faith was weak, asking (17:7), “Is Hashem in our midst?” (Rashi). (2) As long as Bnei 

Yisrael looked up to Hashem for help, as symbolized by Moshe’s hands pointing heavenward, they succeeded (Rosh Hashana 29a). (3) (i) His 
hands became heavy, and he could not hold them up any longer (Ramban). (ii) Holding up one’s hands in prayer for more than 3 hours is 
banned, since raised hands combat guardian angels, and keeping them up for more than 3 hours in prayer would annul the angel’s force –  
Moshe could not destroy the guardian angels since they are necessary for the world’s existence (R. Bechaya).   
 
 
Q-7.  In the haftara, (a) why did Hashem (1) drown Sisera’s army in Nachal Kishon? (2) put the Mitzrim’s bodies on shore (4 reasons)? (b) How 
do we know that Pharaoh survived at Yam Suf?  (Shoftim 4:16 -21)  

 
A-7.  (a) (1) When Hashem drowned the Mitzrim after yetziat Mitzrayim, He caused Yam Suf to spit out the corpses on dry land – since He had 
deprived the fish of the Mitzrim’s bodies as food, He paid them back by casting Sisera’s army into the sea as food; (2) (i) since Bnei Yisrael were 
unconvinced that the Mitzrim had drowned, He produced the corpses; (ii) as they died, the Mitzrim saw Bnei Yisrael’s being rescued; (iii) Bnei 
Yisrael were able to rebuke the dying Mitzrim for wronging them; (iv) when the Mitzrim floated ashore, Bnei Yisrael  took their spoils (Pesachim 
118b). (b) Here, when Bnei Yisrael attacked King Yavin’s Cana’ani army, the navi says, “there remained not one”, but the next verse says that 
Sisera fled on foot – similarly, the Torah says for the Mitzrim, “there remained not one” (Shemot 14:28), but Pharaoh survived (Mechilta).  


