
 
 

QUESTIONS ON PARASHIOT TAZRIA-METZORAH 
 

Q-1. (a) Why do Parashat Tazria’s childbirth laws follow Shemini’s kashrut laws (2 reasons)? (b) Since the mitzvah of brit mila 
is in Lech Lecha, why is it repeated here (2 reasons)? (c) (1) Why may a mila not be done before the 8th day (7 views)? (2) For 
whom may a mila be done before the 8th day? (d) Why is the mother tamei 7 days after a boy’s birth, but for a girl, 14 days (3 
reasons)? (e) Why did the mother, after giving birth, offer (1) an olah? (2) a chatat (2 reasons)? (f) If a woman had triplets, how 
many korbanot did she bring? (Vayikra 12:2-6) 
 
A-1.  (a) Non-kosher animals’ tuma is followed by tuma of humans, who were created after animals (Rashi) – starting with a 
woman’s tuma at the start of life (ibn Ezra). (2) It teaches that if one is worthy, all was created before him for his benefit – if 
unworthy, even a gnat and earthworm preceded him (Vayikra Raba). (b) This mitzvah, adjacent to the korbanot laws, teaches 
that a mila (1) like korbanot, may not be done at night (Ohr haChaim). (2) must be done on the 8th day, even on Shabbat – one 
may do melacha for it on Shabbat – like for korbanot (Chizkuni). (c) (1) (i) Hashem told us to wait until the day He knows the 
boy has enough strength to endure the surgery; (ii) mila is like a korban, bringing the boy under the Shechina’s wings – like all 
korbanot, the baby must live through at least one Shabbat to elevate his kedusha as a fit “korban”; (iii) the  mother, a nida, 
separates from her husband for 7 days – it would be wrong to celebrate the brit when the parents are sad due to the 
separation (Ohr haChaim). (iv) Extensive research shows that a baby lacks sufficient Vitamin K (prothrombin) for blood clotting 
before the 8th day – the 8th day is the only day of his life that he naturally has more than 100% of the normal level and is the 
ideal day for surgery (S.I. McMillen, M.D., None of these Diseases). (v) The mother’s nida blood, which is tamay, nourished 
the child – it takes 7 days for the baby to eliminate that blood, making him sufficiently pure to enter the holy covenant (Sforno). 
(vi) It teaches that a woman, scrupulous in observing the nida laws’ 7 days, will be blessed with sons circumcised on the 8th 
day (Vayikra Raba). (vii) 7 represents nature – by waiting till the 8th day, we remove the natural barrier to kedusha to bring us 
close to Hashem (Maharal). (2) For a non-Jewish convert (Torah Temima). (d) (1) For a boy, everyone rejoices, but for a girl, 
there is a measure of sadness – in deference to the joy, Hashem removes the tuma for a boy earlier (Nida 31b). (2) There is 
sadness that a mother had endured labor pains – when a boy is born people are glad he will never endure those pains, but for 
a girl, there is sadness that she will (Maharsha). (3) Since a father is more responsible to raise his sons, with a mother more 
responsible for her daughters, her purifying period after childbirth is longer for a girl (Hirsch). (e) (1) The olah thanks Hashem 
for rescuing her from the birth pangs and surviving the childbirth (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 168). (2) The chatat (i) atones for 
her swearing, during labor pains, never again to live with her husband, a vow she will violate (Nida 31b). (ii) is brought to atone 
for Chava’s sin, which resulted in downgrading childbearing’s holiness by bringing in the yeitzer hara’s lust (R. Bechaya). (f) 
She would still bring only 2 korbanot, which atone for her, not the babies (Keritut 9b).           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Q-2.  (a) Why did Hashem transmit the tzara’at laws to Aharon, as well as Moshe (2 views)? (b) What are 10 differences 
between (i) the natural disease of leprosy and (ii) Divine tzara’at? (c) Where in Tanach do we see tzara’at resulting from (1) 
idol worship? (2) immorality? (3) murder? (4) blasphemy? (5) acting in an improper capacity? (6) falsely swearing? (7) lashon 
hara? (d) Since the tzara’at laws follow the kashrut laws, why was tzara’at not a punishment for eating non-kosher food? (e) 
Why was a metzora expelled from the city and isolated? (Vayikra 13:1-3) 
 
A-2.  (a) (1) Only a kohen could declare an affliction as tzara’at (ibn Ezra). (2) The laws were directed primarily to kohanim, 
since a metzora would rush to rid himself of zara’at – there was no need to urge Bnei Yisrael in this regard (Ramban). (b) (1) 
(i) Leprosy begins with a swelling and darkening of the skin – (ii) tzara’at had no swelling, the skin turning white; (2) (i) Shechin 
Mitzrayim, the most severe leprosy, does not make one tamei – (ii) tzara’at did; (3) (i) for leprosy, raw flesh in the diseased 
area indicates an improvement – (ii) for tzara’at, raw flesh indicated tuma; (4) (i) disappearance of healthy flesh indicates the 
leprosy’s return – (ii) the tzara’at’s return was a sign of tahara (purity); (5) (i) leprosy is diagnosed anywhere on the skin from a 
complete physical exam – (ii) the kohen examined only skin visible to his eye, not the hidden folds; (6) (i) for a natural disease, 
potentially infected items would not be put in a public area – (ii) before examining a house for tzara’at, the kohen ordered all 
objects removed; (7) (i) leprosy is examined whenever it occurs to prevent its spread – (ii) tzara’at would not be examined on 
Shabbat or Yom Tov, when many gathered in Yerushalayim; (8) (i) leprosy could occur anywhere – (ii) in Yerushalayim, no 
house could be declared tamay; (9) (i) lepers have to be isolated – (ii) in unwalled towns, a metzora could remain in the town; 
(10) (i) leprosy could affect anyone – (ii) a non-Jew could not be declared tamay (Hirsch). (c) (1) The cheit ha’eigel 
worshippers were stricken with tzara’at; (2) Pharaoh, who kidnapped Sarah for immoral purposes, was stricken; (3) after Yoav 
murdered Avnair, David haMelech cursed him with tzara’at; (4) Goliat mocked Hashem – he was stricken; (5) King Uziah 
entered the Beit haMikdash to offer ketoret (incense) that only kohanim may offer – he was stricken; (6) Geichazi falsely swore 
to Na’aman that Elisha had sent him – he and his sons were stricken; (7) Miriam spoke lashon hara against Moshe – she was 
stricken (Vayikra Raba). (d) One is careful about what he puts in his mouth but is lax about what comes out – Hashem brought 
tzara’at not on one who devoured pork, but to warn one who “devoured” people with careless evil speech (Y. Salanter). (e) 
Since, through lashon hara, one separates a man from his wife and people from their neighbors, the metzora was punished 
mida ke-neged mida with separation from society (Arachin 15b). 
 



Q-3.  (a) Why did Hashem afflict houses and clothing with tzara’at nega’im? (b) Why do they no longer occur (3 views)? (c) (1) 
Why is poverty the punishment now (2 reasons)? (d) Why is ve-hitgaleich ([the metzora] shall shave himself) with a large gimel 
(3 views)? (Vayikra 13:33, 47) 
 
A-3.  (a) Inflicting nega’im on houses and clothing alerted the owner to repent his sins, before they affected his body – they 
showed Hashem’s compassion for Bnei Yisrael’s acceptance of their mission as an am kadosh (holy people); (b) (1) nega’im 
came when Bnei Yisrael had great kedusha – when their kedusha descended, they no longer were worthy of reminders to 
repent (Sforno). (2) Nega’im were open miracles we do not merit today (Ramban). (3) There is no cure without purification in 
the Beit haMikdash (Shalah). (c) Because (1) both a metzora and a pauper are considered “dead”, and (2) poverty atones for 
lashon hara (Chofetz Chaim). (d) (1) It teaches that 3 people’s bodies had to be shaved – (i) levi’im when they were 
consecrated; (ii) a nazir; (iii) a metzora; (2) the shaving supersedes 3 bans on shaving one’s beard with a razor (Otzar Chaim). 
(3) It is the basis for giving a boy his first haircut at age 3 – this is verse 33, hinting the haircut should be on Lag baOmer 
(Arizal). 
 
Q-4.  Why did (a) a cured metzora bring a kohen 2 birds (2 views)? (b) the kohen (i) slaughter one and (ii) set one free (2 
views)? (Vayikra 14:4) 
 
A-4.  (a) (1) Just as a bird leaves its nest to live in isolation, a metzora was isolated; (2) since lashon hara frequently caused 
tzara’at, he brought birds, which chatter; (b) (1) (i) The slaughtered bird symbolized that since the metzora repented, the 
tzara’at shall never come again; (ii) the other bird was sent away to indicate that if the metzora reverts to sinning, the tzara’at 
may return, just as a living bird sent away may return (Ba’al haTurim). (2) (i) One bird, representing the metzora’s yeitzer hara, 
was slaughtered to show that he no longer will go in the yeitzer hara’s direction; (ii) the other bird was sent away, indicating 
that the cured metzora will “fly upward,” closer to Hashem (Rabbeinu Efrayim). 
 
Q-5.  (a) What caused a house to have tzara’at (4 views)? (b) (1) When was it a blessing? (2) Why did it come through a 
nega? (Vayikra 14:34) 
 
A-5.  (a) (1) It was a warning that the person did a sin, like lashon hara – he should repent to prevent the tzara’at from afflicting 
his garments and body; (2) it indicated that he was a miser who refused to lend his belongings – his vessels had to be 
removed from the house where all could see them; (3) he became conceited with his beautiful home – the house was 
demolished, so he would realize that there are more important goals than decorating his home (Rokeach). (4) He may have 
acquired his possessions by theft – they were scattered in public (Arachin 16a). (b) (1) When the Cana’anim saw that Bnei 
Yisrael were going to conquer their land, they hid treasures in their houses’ walls – the righteous person’s house was 
demolished, and he would find the treasure (Rashi). (2) A guiltless person would find the treasure painlessly – finding it by 
demolishing his house let him know that he did some sin he must determine, and the demolition atoned for it (Darash Moshe). 
 
Q-6.  (a) (1) What caused a zav’s flow that made him tamay? (2) Flows for what 7 causes did not make one tamay? (b) Why 
are the stringencies related to the counting of a zava’s tamay days applied to a woman who is a nida? (Vayikra 15:2,15,25) 
 
A-6.  (a) (1) It was a bodily malfunction, causing an egg-like liquid in his body to flow from it (Rambam – Mechusrei Kapara 
2:1). (2) Tumat zav came on its own – not a flow caused by (i) overeating, (ii) overdrinking, (iii) carrying heavy weights, (iv) 
strenuous exercise, (v) illness, (vi) stimulating sights, or (vii) fantasies (Sifra). (b) It was difficult for a woman to distinguish 
when she was a zava versus when she was a nida – women imposed on themselves the zava’s stringencies when they were 
a nida, and Chazal approved these stringencies (Nida 66a).   
 
Q-7.  (a) In the haftara, what were the identities of the 4 metzora’im in Shomron?  (b) How do we know this (2 explanations)? 
(II Melachim 7:3)  
 
 
 

A-7.  (a) Geichazi and his 3 sons (Rashi). (b) (1) The verse implies that the 4 of them became metzora’im simultaneously – 
this could apply only to Geichazi and his 3 sons, whom Elisha cursed to immediately become metzora’im (Kli Yakar). (2) Since 
Elisha was in Shomron at the time, he should have cured the 4 of them – he did not, because he had cursed them to be 
metzora’im forever in place of Na’aman (Yalkut haGershuni).   


